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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
“There are two kinds of Catholic High Schools — thriving or surviving.”  

These words hit like a dive into a high Cascade lake. The speaker, a Catholic school 
administrator, was addressing an earnest group of principals, presidents (CEO's of Catholic 
schools), and development directors (people who are responsible for raising 22-25% of a 
school’s budget in a thriving school model.) at Bishop Roncalli High School in Indianapolis. 
It was the spring of 2008; I’d been to ten years' worth of seminars and meetings as part of 
my learning curve in public school administration, but this was the first such gathering I had 
attended as a Catholic school principal. This statement jolted me into an awareness of the 
unique challenges we face in Catholic education.

The words dramatically captured the wake-up call for Catholic schools and communities 
across the country—a call that had been whispering in our ears almost imperceptibly for the 

past decade or more. Wake up! Catholic schools can no longer live on 
subsidies from local church collections and the low-cost, but devout 
labor provided by members of religious orders. No longer do we have 
a steady stream of experienced religious brothers, sisters, and priests 
who have taught and run schools their entire adult lives. Across the 
country, communities are asking themselves what kind of high school 
they want to be—thriving or surviving. At Marist Catholic High 
School, the staff, administration and school board are committed to 
remaining a THRIVING high school for generations to come.  

In the first of three articles that will appear in Marist We Are One over 
the course of the year, this issue's "Building a School - On Solid Ground" 
explores the roots of Marist Catholic High School and begins 
to talk about the initial work of our staff to grow and solidify our 
lay-vocations to educate our youth. In the absence of the Marist 
Brothers and the Sisters of the Holy Names, we are called to shape a 

school that is self-perpetuating and nurturing. To this end, we look to the proven programs 
and models garnered from strong faith-based models like the schools run by the Lasallian 
Christian Brothers and their lay staffs. In the next two issues of this magazine, we will lay 
out the work we have already started, and we will describe the long-term plans that are 
essential to our remaining a strong Catholic school.

This issue also includes the first annual report from our development office. Congratulations to 
all of the Marist community—staff, students, parents, alumni, and friends. We can report great 
progress in very tough economic times. We’re building trust and confidence. We’re building a 
thriving Catholic high school. Thank you for your prayers, hard work and support.

In faith,

Jay Conroy, Principal

painting by Cesare Mariani, 1888, at the Vatican: 
John Baptist De Le Salle Teaching in Class



Defining moments, we all have them. School 
communities are no different. Circumstances 
change, key players come and go, new needs 
arise, and our community reshapes and builds 

itself. Often these turning points stretch over years, taking 
shape slowly, almost imperceptibly, until we find ourselves 
faced with a clear challenge, a call to change directions, to 
follow a dream, or to hunker down and recommit ourselves 
in a new way to our fundamental values and beliefs. Our 
Catholic community in the southern Willamette Valley has 
faced a number of these defining moments from the late 
1800's to the present day and will undoubtedly encounter 
many more in the future. We recognize our presence in just 
such a moment right now.
 Throughout this year in Marist We Are One, we 
will run a three-part feature that examines our present  
moment in the context of where we have come from 
and where we would like to go. In this issue, we trace 
our story from our roots in a nineteenth century pioneer 
parish in rural Oregon, through years of population 
growth and the accompanying creation of churches 
and schools, to the 1967 construction of Marist High 
School, to the departure of the Marist Brothers in 1994. 
In upcoming issues, we will explore the changes in our 
school since the Brothers left, changes that are mirrored 

across the U.S. in Catholic Schools that no longer have 
priests, sisters, and brothers to actively lead students 
in their spiritual and academic growth. We will share 
our plans and dreams for how we intend to build on the 
foundations laid down by our predecessors to continue 
shaping  a school to meet the needs of our Catholic 
community into the 21st century.

 Today, we are a school forty two years old and 
nearly twenty years beyond the everyday, active, and 
inspired leadership of its founders, the Marist Brothers, 
who left the school in 1994. Feeling the lack of a clear 
path and the spiritual direction that was once provided 
by this religious order, in 2007, a group of staff 
members headed by Rick Martin, director of campus 
ministry, and Jay Conroy, vice-principal at the time, 
worked together to assess the Catholicity of Marist 
Catholic High School and to make recommendations 
for renewing and strengthening its Catholic culture. 
This group was directed to conduct research into 
what it means to be a Catholic high school in Eugene, 
Oregon in the 21st century and to evaluate  how 
we stack up, from a review of our theology course 
offerings to an examination of our liturgies and our 

campus environment, from how we emphasize the 
importance of faith in our hiring process to the impact 
of our student retreats, and more.

 One of the overwhelming recommendations of this 
committee's work was to try to reconnect with a religious 
order that would provide Marist with a consistent set of 
principles, experience in the field of Catholic education, 
and spiritual leadership that would include resources for 
the training and ongoing renewal of staff and teachers. 
After considering many orders, including the possibility 
of re-establishing a formal connection with the Marist 
Brothers, this committee recommended that Marist 
“walk with” the Christian Brothers, a religious teaching 
order founded by Saint John Baptiste de La Salle, the 
patron saint of teachers. 
 The Christian Brothers have a nationwide system 
of excellent schools, including a number on the West 
Coast with whom we can network. As a community 
well organized to support Catholic schools in their 
ongoing missions, they expressed a very open and 
generous willingness to share their experience and 
wisdom with our Marist staff and administration. We 
found huge comfort and reassurance from the Lasallian 

invitation and were equally moved to learn that our 
separate paths have common roots. St. Marcellin 
Champagnat, founder of the Marist Brothers in 1817, 
based his teachings and approach to education on the 
experience, writings, and example of De La Salle, who 
founded the Christian Brothers 100 years before.
 

 There has been much talk of this new direction 
that the school has decided to take. Last spring, a 
presentation to parents was hosted by Marist Campus 
Ministry Director Rick Martin and Principal Jay Conroy, 
but turnout was light. It is our hope that this series of 
articles will communicate to our entire community of 
alumni, friends, students, and parents the rationale, the 
intended steps, and the goals and hopes we hold with 
respect to our involvement with the Christian Brothers 
and to our desire to root our growth in the fertile soil 
of our Catholic heritage. 
 This walking with in no way affiliates Marist High 
School with or commits us in any way to the Brothers 
of  de La Salle.  We are and remain a Diocesan Catholic 
high school, with a corporate board of directors (all 
of whom must be practicing Catholics) overseeing 

 THE MOMENT NOW...

WHERE ARE THE BROTHERS?

Building A School
O N  S O L I D  G R O U N D
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BREAKING GROUND FOR THE NEW MARIST HIGH SCHOOL (from left to right): Father James Crunican from St. Alice 
Parish; Fr. Leo Linehan from St. Paul Parish;  Fr. Charles Scott, Principal at St. Francis High School; Fr. Frank Hanley; 
Monsignor Edmund Murnane, pastor of St. Mary's Parish; Sr. Mary Dorothy Ann, Vice-Principal at St. Francis doing the 
heavy lifting; Sr. Mary Martinian and Sr. Ann Bernadette, both teachers at St. Francis; and finally Brother Cronan Halsey, and 
Brother Dennis Dunne, two of the three Brothers originally sent to Eugene from Poughkeepsie, New York to join St. Francis's 
faculty and to help oversee the construction of the Marist Brothers' newest school.



the school's administration and serving under the 
appointment of the Archbishop of Portland. In our 
search for structure and guidance, we have simply 
chosen to lean on the wisdom, strength, passion, and 
proven success of the Christian Brothers within the 
context of our own educational system at Marist. We 
are following in the footsteps of our predecessors, 
searching out a community whose experience and 
education provide the structure through which God’s 
work can best be done. Our history shows how our 

community has benefitted time and again from the 
hard work and guidance of the various religious orders 
who have travelled to our valley to assist in our sacred 
mission to educate our youth.

 Though we now live, study, and play out on 
the  delta on a beautiful campus adjacent to the 
Willamette River, Marist is deeply rooted in a 
four block radius in downtown Eugene. Catholic 
missionaries in the mid-1800’s planted the seeds of 

our Catholic community in this piece of the southern 
Willamette Valley, an area that began as a spattering 
of rural farms and that has grown to encompass the 
second largest metropolitan area in Oregon and its 
surrounding ring of smaller communities, all feeders 
to a single Catholic high school. This area, like most 
of our country, has experienced great growth in these 
years, and the challenges presented to communities 
have often been answered with the construction of 
buildings and the hiring of workers.  Our Catholic 
community is no exception: one of the primary jobs 

of twentieth century pastors was to raise funds 
and construct buildings to meet the needs of their 
flourishing parishes.  Again and again, we watch as 
churches and school buildings are filled to capacity, 
remodeled, moved, reconfigured and eventually torn 
down to accommodate new construction. 
 We see from the earliest recordings of our history 
how central the role of education is to the mission of 
the Catholic Church and to our Catholic community.  
Our first pastor, Reverend Francis S. Beck, built a 
four-room schoolhouse within the first two years of 

A HISTORY OF BUILDINGS
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Father Metayer, the pastor from Corvallis' parish, 
recognizing the growing nucleus of Catholics in 
Eugene, purchases a Methodist church standing on 10th 
and Willamette and has it moved to property he had 
purchased for a Eugene parish at 11th and Willamette 
to serve as the first ST. MARY'S CHURCH, formally 
dedicated as the Church of the Purification o f the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, but called St. Mary's from the beginning.

1886
     REVEREND EDWIN O’HARA becomes the pastor 
of St. Mary's and is responsible for the growing Catholic 
missions in Springfield, Junction City, and Cottage Grove.  
The West 11th block between Lincoln and Charnelton, 
which had been purchased by the previous pastor of St. 
Mary's, Fr. John A. Moran, becomes the home of St. Mary's 
Parish when Fr. O'Hara moves the school and church built 
by Fr. O'Farrell from Willamette 
Street to this new property.  
    In addition to his responsibilities 
in Lane County, Fr. O'Hara also 
serves as the director of a Rural 
Life Bureau for research and 
education on Catholic rural life.  
Our community is the birthplace of 
The Religious Vacation School. Fr. 
O'Hara had seen a similar program in Lutheran churches 
in his Minnesota hometown, and his incorporation of 
this idea in Lane County grows to have an impact on 
the preservation of Catholic faith all over rural America.  
These ten-day schools are taught in private homes and 
include instruction in "Cathechism,, Bible History, 
Sacred Singing, Sewing, Mass Prayers, New Testament 
Studies, and Geography of the Missions of the Church".  
In these private residences, one would often find Holy 
Name Sisters teaching children in the kitchen and yard 
while Fr. O'Hara instructs their parents in the parlor.  
By 1938, there are 7,112 vacation schools, 21,000 

teachers, and 549,000 pupils across the country.    
  

1920

REVEREND 
F R A N C I S 
S. BECK, St. 
Mary’s first 
resident pastor, 
arrives at the 
small wooden 
church standing 
on the northeast 
corner of 11th 
and Willamette.   
all the way from 
Wisconsin via 
Mount Angel 
Abbey. Within 
two years, he 

renovates the little church and builds 
a four-room wooden schoolhouse to 
stand beside it. Fr. Beck arranges for 
BENEDICTINE SISTERS from 
Mount Angel to teach at the new school, 
and an announcement of registration 
days and first day of classes runs in 
a January issue of the Eugene City 
Guard. Originally dedicated as the 
Academy of Our Lady of Victory, it was 
commonly referred to as ST. MARY'S 
SCHOOL from the very start..

1889

Fr. O'Farrell 
moves Fr. Beck's 
school back on the 
property and adds four 
more classrooms to the front 
with a basement underneath that 
houses a meeting room and stage. 

1907

THE SISTERS OF MERCY of 
Omaha, Nebraska take over the school 

after the Benedictine Sisters leave.

1895

After some persistent solicitations, THE SISTERS OF THE HOLY NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY, 
based in Marylhurst, Oregon, come to St. Mary's.  When 
the Sisters arrive in September, 67 pupils fill grades one 
through eight.  By the end of the school year, 110 students 
are enrolled, and seven girls graduate from the eighth 
grade.  Pictured from left to right are Sr. M. Andrea, Sr. 
Rita of Jesus, Sr. Bernard of Jesus, and Sr. M. Hilaria.  
Two Sisters who come a bit later, Sr. Mary Basilla and Sr. 
Mary Merwina, begin teaching high school classes  in 1918, 
and a year later, when three boys join the student body, 
St. Marys becomes the first co-educational high school 
for the Sisters of the Holy Names in the Oregon Province.

1916

Father Beck’s original school building on Willamette 
Street is destroyed, and Fr. 
O’Farrell’s addition to that 
original structure is moved 
behind the transported 
church that now stands on the 
Lincoln Street property.  This 
old building is situated facing 

Lincoln Street,and a new section is added to the front for a 
high school, music rooms, and an upstairs meeting room. 

1920

Fr. O'Hara builds a new church 
on the southeast corner of the 
block, the same church that 
stands at the corner of 11th 
and Charnelton today.  The 
old church is then remodeled 
to be used as a parish hall.

1927
      REVEREND FRANCIS P. LEIPZIG leads 
St. Mary's through the difficult depression years 
and into the booming postwar period. When parish 
income barely covers interest payments on the 
debt from the new church in the early 30's, he 
works out a plan with a committee of priests. This 
plan, implemented by 
many other parishes as 
well, offers 4% interest 
(at a time when banks 
are only offering 3%) to 
those who have money 
to lend to parishes. 
In addition, second 
collections are taken up 
at Mass each Sunday 
for a number of years. Families who cannot 
contribute money contribute with produce 
from their farms or by helping with custodial 
or other labor. Fr. Leipzig takes no salary for 
a number of years. Together, priests, sisters, 
and parishioners pull through these hard times 
without having to close any classes in the school.
    To accommodate the increasing number of children 
desiring Catholic education, Fr. Leipzig oversees 
the building of  two additions to the Lincoln Street 
Saint Mary's and eventually purchases a six acre 
tract of land at 18th and Jefferson to 
build a new high school that will 
be named in his honor.

1929

ST. MEL'S, a Springfield 
mission church of St. Mary's in 
Eugene, is dedicated. This church 
stands on 6th and B Streets.

1922

REVEREND JOSEPH O’FARRELL 
becomes St. Marys’ 
eighth pastor in 
under twenty years 
in 1906.   In 1907,  
under Fr. O'Farrell's 
leadership, a new 
church for St. 
Mary's is built in 
the same place that 
the first church had 
stood at the corner of 11th and Willamette.

REVEREND DANIEL P. CURLEY (below) serves as assistant 
pastor to Fr. O'Farrell and endears himself to the people of 

this area through 35 years of sevice to our community.  
He is instrumental in the establishment of  the 

mission parish, St. Mel's, in Springfield.

1907

1940
By 1937, St. Marys had grown from a parish of ten to twelve families to over 300.  The 
old school building had become inadequate 
,so a new brick two story building is erected 
to supplement the space, including three new 
classrooms, a cafeteria, shower rooms, and 
a fuel room.  This school is set on the corner 
between Fr. O'Farrell's old school building 
and the church. The old church-turned-gym is 
used as a gymnasium and auditorium, with the 
sacristy converted into a typing room and library.

1940

1920
1930

1900

1890

1910



his coming to Eugene.  His faith and commitment to the 
school and church were so great that he traveled all the 
way back to his home in Wisconsin to recruit twelve 
more families to bring to our valley to help sustain 
the parish when Eugene’s small Catholic community 
struggled to support its first resident pastor.  
 Our schools, like our churches, were not always 
housed in designated church and school buildings.  
Before St. Mary’s became the first Catholic Church 
in Eugene with the installment of a resident pastor, 
priests from Portland and Corvallis traveled south 

to offer Mass in private homes. The surrounding 
parishes grew up in similar fashion, with Masses 
originally held in spaces other than architecturally 
designed chapels:  homes, legion halls, gymnasiums, 
classrooms, even train cars… Local efforts to bring 
the Catholic faith to school-age children takes many 
forms as well, ranging from the religious vacation 
schools in the private homes and yards of the 1920’s, 
to the travelling CCD schoolbuses of the 1950’s, to 
the traditional parochial school classrooms that have 
cropped up across the valley over the years. 

 

 
Our faith community grew from one parish into six 
and from one school of seventy pupils into a Catholic 
school system that at its high point encompassed four 
grade schools, an "upper school" (junior high), and 
a high school. This growth was mirrored across the 
nation. In Eugene, six different religious orders sent 
teachers and administrators to our community from as 
far away as Iowa and as close as Mount Angel, Oregon. 

They provided full staffs: teachers, principals, and even 
coaches. Their faithfulness and inspiration were truly 
blessed foundations for the growth and upbringing of 
hundreds of young people.
 
 
 Amidst the flurry of the creation of new parishes 
and schools in our community in the late 1960’s, the 
construction of Marist High School began in 1967 as 
a response to population growth in Eugene. Monsignor 
Murnane, pastor of St. Mary’s from 1950 until 1969, 
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SIX DIFFERENT 
RELIGIOUS ORDERS

MARIST HIGH

Reverend Charles Scott is appointed 
as administrator of St. Paul Parish in 
northeast Eugene in 1957.  Two years 
later, FATHER ROBERT CIESLINSKI 
is named as the first resident pastor of 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH.

1959

1957
ST. PETER'S CHURCH is established in 

the River Road area, 
housed initially 
in a classroom 
and then in the 
school gymnasium. 
FATHER LOUIS 

O'CONNELL is the  first resident pastor. FATHER CORNELIUS 
J. LINEHAN is the first 
resident pastor for the new 
ST. MARK'S CHURCH, 
originally called St. Ansgar, 
in the Bethel-Danebo district.  
The original parish hall burned 
to the ground before Mass 
was ever clebrated in it. A 

new hall was subsequently 
built and blessed 

in 1963.

1961

In 1965, the Springfield 
par i sh ,  o r ig ina l ly 
established as St. Mel's 
in 1922, finally builds 
the new St. Alice Church  
to replace the  recycled 
army chapel that served 
the community for 
eighteen years.  This is 
the church that stands on  
15th and F Streets today.

1965
A new St. 
Paul's Church 
is  built after 
over ten years 
of "temporary 
housing" in the 
school building.

1967

1967
ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH at the 
Newman Center on Emerald Street, south of 18th  
is dedicated to serve the faculty and students of 
the University of Oregon under its first resident 
pastor, FATHER  EUGENE SOUSA.

REVEREND EDMUND J. MURNANE inherits the huge, sprawling parish of 
St Mary's, and by the end of his tenure, divides it into five different parishes:  St. 
Paul's, St. Peter's, St. Mark's, St. Thomas More and St. Jude's, the first two of 
which include parochial schools. Additionally, by the end of his time at St. 
Mary's, we know him as Monsignor, an honorary title given by the Pope to priests 
whose outstanding accomplishments and exemplary lives merit recognition.
   Concerned about the number of children unable to attend Catholic schools, Fr. 
Murnane starts a Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) program in 1955. At this 
time, Oregon school law allows 

children in public schools released time to attend 
religious classes outside the public school building, 
and in a creative response to this opportunity, he 
arranges for the purchase of three school buses that 
serve as mobile classrooms moving from school to 
school. These buses are staffed by teachers trained by 
Sr. Mary Euphemie, who is hired as a full-time CCD 
coordinator. At its height, this program involves over 18 public schools and serves 
over 600 Catholic pupils. As early as 1956, Monsignor Murnane envisions a 
new high school that will allow the consolidation of the grade school 
classes on the Jefferson Street site. To this end, he purchases 
a 28 acre tract of land in north Eugene. In 1965, 
he begins negotiations with the Marist 
Brothers of Poughkeepsie, New 
York, to administer and 
staff a new high 
school.  

19501947
At the height of 
the depression 
years, St Mel's, 
the  mission 
church in 
S p r i n g f i e l d 
i s  s o l d  a n d 
p a r i s h i o n e r s 
return to St. 
Marys  unt i l 
1947, when REVEREND LOUIS 
H. SOHLER becomes Springfield's 
first resident pastor.  Together with 
Fr. Leipzig, St. Mary's pastor,  
he oversees the development of 
a new parish in Springfield and 
moves a surplus army chapel 
from Medford to serve as the first 
ST. ALICE CHURCH on a four and 

a half acre 
t r a c t  o f 
land in the 
h e a r t  o f 
Springfield.  

To make room for more and more 
students, Fr. O'Farrell's old church 
that stood between the new St. Mary's 
Church and the 1940 brick school 
building is completely torn down 
and an addition to the 1940 brick 
building is erected. Two first grade 
classrooms, two more high school 
classrooms, a library, and an office 
are added to the building that still 
stands today and is now used as the 
teen center for St. Mary's Parish.

1947

Eugene's population 
doubles in twenty years. With 

St. Mary's School busting at the seams, 
ST. FRANCIS HIGH SCHOOL is built on a six acre 
tract of land at 18th and Jefferson Streets, providing six 
classrooms, a library, science rooms, administrative offices, 
and a gymnasium with complete athletic facilities. Grades 
one through eight remain at the Lincoln Street property, 
while grades nine through twelve occupy the new facility.  
This building is still used, with subsequent modifications, 
as O’HARA CATHOLIC SCHOOL today, with 
519 pupils enrolled in grades preschool through eight.

1950

After working 
together as a 
parish to bus 
children to an 

overcrowded 
St .  Mary ' s 
for a number 
of years, and 
with many 
of the parish 
children still 

unable to attend parochial school, St. Alice Parish 
finally builds ST. ALICE SCHOOL in 1952 in 
the spirit of "if we build it, they will come". With 
the high demand for sisters in rapidly growing 
Catholic schools, it is a year before the SISTERS 
OF MERCY of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
agree to come to Springfield. When population 
trends change, dwindling enrollment compels 
the Sisters of 
Mercy to leave 
S p r i n g f i e l d , 
and the school 
finally shuts 
its doors in 
June of 1987.

1952

1956
Three new schools built by a single 
parish, St. Mary's,  are dedicated:  
St. Peter’s, St. Paul’s, and St. Francis Junior 
High School, an eight classroom addition to St. Francis 
High School.  Both St. Peter's and St. Paul's initially consist of two 
classrooms and two other rooms that are used as temporary church-chapels.  
St. Peter's original gymnasium still forms the core of St. Peter's Church, with several 
renovations over the years and a recent addition that provides entry and gathering space.  

ST. PAUL'S SCHOOL, pictured 
at left with St. Paul Church's first 
pastor, Fr. Cieslinki, is originally 
staffed by the SISTERS OF 
ST. JOSEPH, but upon their 

departure, they are followed by the SISTERS OF ST. 
FRANCIS of Dubuque, Iowa.  St. Paul's School  has 
an enrollment today of 296 students in grades preschool 
through eight with a 100% lay faculty and staff.  
Pictured to the right are three of the early St. Joseph 
Sisters at St. Paul School:   Sr. Mary  Francis 
Rita, Sr. Mary Ursula, and Sr. Mary Guadalupe.

ST. PETER'S SCHOOL is staffed by the SISTERS 
OF ST. JOSEPH of Wichita, Kansas. Sr. M. Ermena, 
Sr. M. Theodora, and Sr. Regina Ann, three of the 
first Sisters at St. Peter's School, are shown at left.  
At its height, St. Peter's School adds a new wing of 
classrooms, and  educates over 200 students, but 
as the numbers dwindle, the Sisters are recalled by 
their Mother Superior and the school closes in 1970.  

St. Jude is the last parish to be established in Eugene and initially uses 
Spencer Junior High Gymnasium to offer Mass to the growing 

population in the south hills of Eugene.  FATHER HUGH 
GEARIN is named as the first pastor in 1969 and 

ST. JUDE'S CHURCH is finally built in 1972. 

1969

1950

1960



conceived the idea of Marist High 
School as far back as 1956. He 
envisioned a new high school that 
would allow the consolidation of all 
of the classes of St. Mary's School on 
Lincoln Street and St. Francis Junior 
High on Jefferson Street into the one 
building on Jefferson Street, which at 
that time was the home of the junior 
high and high school. In 1965, Fr. 
Murnane bought a 28 acre parcel 

teaching order of vowed laymen. 
 In 1965, Brother Timothy 
Joseph Craven was the first Marist 
Brother sent from New York to 
generate interest and work with our 
community to set the stage for a new 
Catholic high school. He joined the 
administrative staff at St. Francis 
in the fall of 1966 and became 
principal of the school in January of 
1967. While serving as principal, he 
supervised the construction of the 
new Marist High School and paved 
the way for a smooth transition 
between the old and new schools. 
Brothers Cronan Halsey and Dennis 
Dunne joined the St. Francis faculty 
in September of 1966, and Brothers 
Dan Grogan, Charles Filiatrault, and 
Gerard Brereton came west in 1967. 
Four Brothers later, in 1968, Marist 
High School opened with a staff 
of ten Marist Brothers, eight Holy 
Names Sisters and six full and part 
time lay persons. The number of 
brothers peaked at fourteen in 1972.
 The initial phase of the building 
was designed for 600 students so 
that later additions to accommodate 
1000 students would only necessitate 
the addition of classrooms. It is 
interesting to note that part of this 
later phase called for plans to build 
a girls' unit near where the baseball 
field stands today and to thus have an 
all girls high school and an all boys 
high school on the same property. 
At this time, all of the Catholic high 
schools in the Portland area, except 
for the new LaSalle High School in 
Milwaukie, as well as all of those run 
by Marist Brothers across the country, 
were single sex. At its opening, Marist 
High School in Eugene, Oregon 
became the farthest school from the 
Brothers’ home base in New York and 
its first co-educational school. Due to 
lack of finances, this single sex high 

school plan never reached fruition. 
 The fountain that forms the 
centerpiece of the courtyard was a 
gift from the Men’s Club of Mount St. 
Michael Academy in the Bronx, New 
York. Most of the original Brothers 
at Marist had been associated with 
St. Michael’s at some point and this 
was an especially attractive and 
meaningful housewarming gift from 
across the continent.

 
 From 1968 until 1993, the Marist 
Brothers administered and, with Holy 
Names Sisters and several lay persons, 
staffed the school for the Archdiocese 
of Portland. The 1970's and 1980's, in 
contrast with hopes and earlier trends, 
saw a slow decline in population 
growth in Catholic schools. Numbers 
of vocations decreased as well. St. 
Peter and St. Alice Schools shut their 
doors in 1970 and 1987, respectively. 
Today O’Hara Catholic School and 
St. Paul School are the two remaining 
area Catholic grade schools that feed 
into Marist. All three schools are 
staffed entirely by lay persons, with 
the single exception of Marist, where 
Father David Cullings serving as 
Campus Chaplain.

 In March of 1992, the Marist 
Brothers notified the Marist High 
School community of their plans to 
withdraw the Brothers from their 
work at the school and their service 
to the Archdiocese of Portland.  In 
the last quarter of the twentieth 
century, the Marist Brothers, like 
many religious orders across the 
country, had experienced a steep 
decline in vocations. 
 Portland was one of the farthest-
flung of its dioceses, and largely 
for this reason, the Marist Brothers 
were compelled to leave Oregon in 
order to consolidate their resources 
and remain effective servants of 
the Church. With great sadness, the 
Brothers finished out the 1992-1993 
academic school year and the last 
brother, Brother Sumner Herrick, 
departed in June of 1994.

 
 Though the Marist Brothers were 
no longer associated with the school, 
for the sake of continuity of identity, 
it was agreed that the school's name 
would remain Marist, subject to the 
right of the Marist Brothers to ask that 
the name be changed if the work of 
the school was no longer consistent 
with their mission and goals. •

of land in North Eugene and began 
negotiations with the Marist Brothers 
of Poughkeepsie, New York to staff 
and administer a new high school. 

 
 The Marist Brothers are a 
worldwide congregation of teaching 
religious founded in France in 1817 by 
St. Marcellin Champagnat. With two 
others, Champagnat began teaching 

catechism to children and adults with 
the conviction that effective education 
only happens in a loving environment. 
He relied heavily on the extensive 
writings of John Baptist de La Salle, and 
as the reputation of  the Marist Brothers 
grew as teachers, disciplinarians, and 
pious men, their work flourished. By 
the middle of the twentieth century, 
the Marist Brothers had become the 
Catholic Church's second largest 

MARIST BROTHERS

DECLINE IN
 VOCATIONS

THE MARIST NAME

In our next issue...
MARIST'S LAY STAFF AND 13 YEARS OF LAY LEADERSHIP• 
FROM SAC TO SCHOOL BOARD• 
A COMMUNITY STILL COMMITTED TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLING• 
WHO DO WE LOOK TO FOR GUIDANCE? • Marist Brothers? 
Jesuit? holy Cross? Christian Brothers? DoMiniCan? Xaverian?

We will look at the development of Marist Catholic High School as 
it strives to address its mission of providing an exceptional Catholic 
high school college prep education to students in the south Willamette 
Valley, and we will confront the question:  
Which type of Catholic school are we - thriving or surviving?
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BROTHER 
CRONAN 
HALSEY

1969

BROTHER 
ANTHONY 
IAZZETTI

1971

BROTHER 
PATRICK 
MAGEE

1975

BROTHER 
JAMES 

HALLADAY

1981

BROTHER 
JOHN 

CUMMINGS

1987
BROTHER 
S U M N E R 
H E R R I C K 
does not serve 
as a school 
principal but is noted as the 
last Brother to leave Marist 
High School.  

1994

In March of 1992, the Marist 
Brothers notifiy the Marist High 

School community of their plans to 
withdraw their Brothers from their work 
at the school and their service to the 
Archdiocese of Portland

1992

With plans for a Marist run high school officially underway, BROTHER 
TIMOTHY JOSEPH CRAVEN is the first Marist Brother to come 
to Oregon in the fall of 1965.  He is sent by the Marist Brothers of 
Poughkeepsie, New York to build support for the new high school among 
parents and students in Eugene. He joins the faculty of St. Francis High 
School in 1966 and becomes principal in 1967. Later that year, he is joined 
by Brother Cronan Halsey and Brother Dennis Dunne who come west to 
help supervise a plan to build the first unit of the high school. This 

initial phase is designed for 600 students so that later additions to 
accommodate 1000 students would only necessitate 
the addition of classrooms.

1965
A succession of six Marist Brothers serving as Marist High School Principal...

1990

1980

1970

1968
MARIST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL opens 

as an archdiocesan school under the administrative 
control of the Marist Brothers. Much 
of the faculty and staff essentially 
migrates from St. Francis along with 
the students.  Other teachers and staff 
members are hired and in September 
1968, ten Marist Brothers, eight Holy 
Names Sisters, and six full-time 
and four part-time lay persons form 
the faculty and staff with Brother 
Timothy Joseph as principal.  The 
facility is sleek, modern, and state of 

the art for the late 60's and looks largely the same as our school 
does today, with a few subtractions and additions.

Sources for this article were gathered from recorded histories 
and scrapbooks found in the archives of many of our schools and 
parishes. Historical data was supported by conversations with 
several of the persons who lived this history, among them, special 
thanks to Brother Dan Grogan, who served at St Francis in 1967 
and at Marist from 1968 to 1975 and from 1981 to 1991.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 1887-1987• , by Sister 
Caroline Gimple, S.N.J.M., Cleora Mersdorf, and 
Parishioners.
Dedication, St. Alice Parochial School, • 
Springfield, Oregon February 15, 1953.
St. Alice Church, Dedication May 12, 1965.• 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Established 1955, • 
Celebrating 50 Years of Service in the Catholic 
Community.
History of St. Paul Parish.• 
St. Paul Parish School: •  Accreditation Self-Study 
2008-2009.



Pom Incharoensakdi '08 focuses on the point. 
As team captain, Pom was an inspiring and 
passionate player and was instrumental in 
getting Marist's Pétanque field planned and 
laid out. He is currently a sophomore at OSU 
majoring in computer science.
photo by Matt Busse '09

pétanque (pā'tä NG k)
The great thing about pétanque is that anyone can play it! 

What started 
ten years ago with 
a few high school 

French teachers 
has grown into a local fixture

 and expanded to the international level.

Marist students, I felt that this was a 
good chance for the other local public 
high schoolers to see who we were, 
a way to dispel some of the Catholic 
private school stereotypes. 
	 At	 first	 we	 only	 played	 in	 the	
fall, when we had access to the 
softball	or	baseball	fields	where	we	
had our matches. Soon the interest 
and desire grew, so we expanded to 
include a spring season as well. This 
was problematic because our regular 
fields	 were	 in	 use.	 We	 improvised	
and played on the grass. Needless to 
say, it was not ideal. I cringe at the 
thought now! Grass is, after all, the 
only surface NOT recognized as a 
suitable playing surface. 
 As we lamented our lack of 
playing surface, we began discussing 
how and where we could create our 
own spaces for playing. Around this 
time, I received an anonymous and 
unsolicited	donation	of	$400.	Wow!	
This	got	me	thinking.	We	could	build	
our own space at Marist. Of course 
this had been a pipe dream for quite 
some time, but now I started actually 
believing and looking for a spot at 
Marist, and researching how to build 
a proper court. I sent out a general 
appeal letter to current and former 
players, telling them of my plan to 
build	a	field	at	Marist.	Response	was	

slow	but	steady	at	first,	mostly	smaller	
gifts, but then, one day, as I was at 
home recovering from gall bladder 
surgery, I got a phone call from a donor 
telling me that they would be willing 
and able to fund the construction, the 
whole thing! Incroyable! 
 On a cold day in January of 2009, 
we broke ground and were ready in 
time	for	the	spring	season	of	play.	We	
had	done	it!	We	had	actually	built	a	
pétanque	field,	just	for	us!	It	is	hard	
to describe the pride and feelings of 
legitimacy that this brought to our 
players at Marist and to the league in 
general.	We	had	a	place	to	call	our	
own,	our	field	of	dreams	where	we	
could practice, play, and compete, 
anytime	we	wanted!	Magnifique!
	 In	 an	 impressive	 home-field	
display, we won the spring season 
championship,	 a	 fitting	 baptism	 for	
our	new	field.	A	short	time	later,	we	
actually	 did	 have	 the	 field	 blessed	
by our campus priest, Father Dave. 
He blessed the water and the players 
walked around, sprinkling it on the 
field.	As	part	of	the	ritual,	Father	Dave	
Cullings asked me if I wanted to say 
a few words. I spoke to the students 
about	this	field	being	not	only	a	place	
where we competed and shared our 
love of the game, but also a place 
where we could show other students 
and schools who we were as Marist 
students, as Catholics, as Christians. 
We	would	play	fairly,	we	would	give	
our all, we would encourage, not 
demean our opponents. This new 
field	would	be	where	students	would	
see the Christ in us.
 Around this same time, I and 
Churchill French teacher and 
pétanque coach, Mike Stasack, 
founded the Eugene Pétanque 
International	 Club,	 affiliated	 with	
the National F.P.U.S.A., (Féderation 

(continued on page 18)

and anticipating, these are all life skills 
that pétanque, like any other sport, 
offers students at Marist. 
 In the fall of 1999, Marist students 
were	 invited	 to	 join	 Churchill,	
Sheldon and South Eugene in a 
newly created pétanque league. At 
the time, I remember thinking that 
it would be a great way to expose 
the students to French culture in a 
friendly, low-key atmosphere. But, 
perhaps more importantly to me, 
I remember how excited I was to 
be meeting with other local French 
teachers on a weekly basis.  As a new 
teacher, and the sole French teacher 
at Marist, this was a godsend! 
 In the beginning, we only had 
as many players as each team could 
muster and we didn’t have any real 
concrete	format.	We	met	and	played	
games and afterwards shared food 
together, in the French spirit of the 
game. It was very social, and a great 
way for students from each of the high 
schools to get to know each other.  For 

 If you can throw a ball underhand, 
then you can play, and with a few 
tips and techniques you can be 
competitive. My goal in creating and 
expanding the pétanque program 
at Marist has always been to offer 
a	 place	 where	 kids	 could	 find	 a	
community,	enjoy	an	activity,	laugh,	
compete, be outside and active, and 
get to know their classmates, as well 
as students from other local schools. 

 Pétanque originated in southern 
France in 1907 and is played on dirt 
or gravel in teams of one, two or 
three. The goal is to get your “boule” 
(a steel ball weighing about 1 1/2 lbs 
and slightly larger in diameter than 
a baseball), closer to the target ball 
than your opponent’s boule. Players 
throw underhand with palms facing 
down and both feet on the ground. 
The	first	to	thirteen	wins.

 In our league, teams are made 
up of guys and girls, freshmen, 
sophomores,	 juniors,	 and	 seniors.	
Pétanque is a great mixer and a great 
equalizer. From young to old, male, 
female, able-bodied or disabled, 
everybody	 can	find	his	 or	 her	 place	
in pétanque. Teamwork, competition, 
winning, losing, controlling your 
emotions, focusing upon and 
perfecting your technique, strategizing 
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My mother, a devout 
Catholic who attended 
parochial schools after 
World War II, used to 

worry when I would come visit her 
during summer vacation, reading 
one of my latest evolutionary 
biology books. She would question 
whether or not I “would get in 
trouble” teaching about evolution 
at a Catholic school. My oldest 
sister in the early 1990's warned 
me not to discuss dinosaurs with 
her pre-school children. These 
encounters with my own family 
members, who I love and have 
learned so much from, especially 
in my faith development, embody 
the confusion that we in American 
society struggle with today: 
understanding evolution in the 
context of being a person of faith.
 As a biology teacher at Marist 
Catholic High School for over ten 
years, I have felt blessed that I can 
teach evolution and, at the same time, 
can share with my students my firm 
belief in God the Father, his saving 
Son, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. In the very first week of class, 
I inform them that evolution is the 
main theme of our biology course, 
but that understanding evolution 
does not have to conflict with their 
spiritual faith walk. “I am both a 

creationist and an evolutionist,” I 
tell them. “I believe that God created 
a universe that follows certain 
physical and natural laws.” In fact, 
I feel like God has given me the gift 
of teaching and that I worship him 
by teaching biology the best I can. I 
feel truly fortunate to share both my 
biological knowledge and my faith 
with students because my public 
school colleagues do not have the 
privilege to so openly discuss the two 
topics for constitutional reasons.  
 One of the main points of 
emphasis in all of our science 
courses at Marist is to clarify what 
science is. Science looks at the 
natural world and seeks to explain 
it using empirical evidence capable 
of being verified or disproved 
by observation or experiment. 
The continuing discovery of 
the incredible biodiversity on 
our planet, the need to find new 
antibiotics to treat infectious 
diseases, and the sequencing of the 
genomes of different organisms: 
these are some very pertinent areas 
of study today that benefit from a 
good understanding of the process 
of natural selection.
 If I attempt to solve the puzzles 
that accompany any scientific 
research with the answer “God did 
it”, then I am mixing supernatural 

with natural, and I am venturing 
outside the realm of science. I 
admit to students that God could 
be the answer, but science cannot 
use that in its reasoning and path 
to discovery. Yet I explain to them 
that, by using the discipline of 
scientific thought, we can in fact 
be led closer to an appreciation of 
the glory of God. An understanding 
of how natural mechanisms work 
in our biological studies does not 
negate our awe of God, but can 
indeed increase it.
 I like to give students examples 
of scientists who have studied the 
wonders of our world and have, 
like myself, developed a deeper 
appreciation of God’s creation. 
One of the great thinkers of our 
age, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a 
Jesuit priest, often tried to reconcile 
his fervent belief of God with an 
understanding of evolution. He 
came to believe that God’s creation 
is realized by means of evolution. 
  Kenneth Miller, author of 
Finding Darwin’s God, addresses 
an issue that worries many students: 
that an acceptance of the theory of 
evolution leads to the conclusion 
that there is no divine plan, that the 
connection between God and the 
world as we know it will be severed. 
Not true, according to Miller, a 

practicing Catholic and a renowned 
cell biologist.  He points out that 
"Science is, just as John Paul II 
said, silent on the issue of ultimate 
purpose, an issue that lies outside 
the realm of scientific inquiry. This 
means that biological evolution, 
correctly understood, does not make 
the claim of purposelessness."* The 
Church is committed to scientific 
rationality at the same time that it 
holds a spiritual view of reality; 

these two do not ultimately conflict.
 Similarly, I see the Creator's 
plan and purpose fulfilled in our 
universe. I see a planet bursting 
with evolutionary possibilities, a 
continuing creation in which the 
Divine providence is manifest in 
every living thing. I see a science 
that tells us that there is indeed a 
design to life and that that design 
involves evolution.  I challenge the 
biology students that I teach to see 

the value of life in the owl pellets, 
the flowers, and the rats that we 
dissect.  I ask them to ponder 
the future ethical issues that will 
confront them with the unlocking 
of the human genome.  I hope that 
they do not shy away from using 
their knowledge of the natural 
world to see God’s place in it as 
well as in their own lives.

Patrick Wagner has a B.S. from Notre 
Dame and a Masters in Education 

from Troy State. He teaches biology, 
coaches track and cross country and is 
the father of Tyler '11 and Joseph, who 
will be a freshman at Marist next year.

We believe in one God, 
the Father, 

the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is seen and unseen.

God 
and

Science

an excerpt from Charles Darwin's 
groundbreaking work, The Origin of Species, 
written over 30 years before its publication in 1859.

“There is grandeur 
in this view of life, 
with its several powers, 
having been originally 
breathed by the Creator
 into a few forms or into one; 
and that, whilst this planet has 
gone circling on according to 
the fixed law of gravity, 
from so simple a beginning, 
endless forms most beautiful 
and most wonderful have been, 
and are being evolved."  

Biology teacher Pat Wagner shows students, some of 
whom are very interested, others less so..., the parts 
of a rat during a dissection lab.

*from His Holiness Pope John Paul II's  October 22, 1996 letter to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences: 
"Truth Cannot Contradict Truth" cited in Kenneth Brown's article, "Darwin, Design, and the Catholic 
Faith". http://www.millerandlevine.com/km/evol/catholic/op-ed-krm.html. ph
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Thanks to the carpentry skills of 
Elmer Dreiling, father of Marist 

campus supervisor, Jeff Dreiling, the 
front office is now graced by the teak 
chairs and bench made by Morgan 
Koons '03 and woodshop teacher Bob 
Devereaux. The furniture was built 
in 2003 during a woodshop class in 
memory of Amanda Snook '01, who 
died of brain cancer in 2002, and two 
others 2001 alums who have also 
sadly passed away, Marie DeHoog 
and Chase Saunders. The furniture 
adorned the Marist courtyard for 
years before the weather got the best 
of them, but are now back in use 
again and looking great.

Essay Winner

The Bench Returns

A Marist student enjoys the 'new and improved' 
teak bench that had been in disrepair for years.
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Locked-In To Fun

The freshmen and their orange-clad leaders enjoy a rowdy game of leap frog at the start of the Lock-In 
evening.

Marist senior Mathew Beattie 
recently received honorable 

mention and a $100 cash prize from 
the University of Portland's Garaventa 
Center for Catholic Intellectual Life 
and American Culture for an essay 
he wrote titled "Life Through the 
Eyes of the Victor". The theme for 
the 2010 high school essay contest 
was "History: What We Choose to 
Remember".

At the end of October, Marist Theatre 
will present "The Rover", a rip-roaring 

comedy that dramatizes how a group of 
young Englishmen fare against the cunning 
and love-crazed women of Spain. 

With a cast of over 20 Marist students, and 
under the guidance of Marist’s own director 
Tony Rust, "The Rover" is sure to entertain 
all audiences. 

Opening night of the play is October 29 in the 
Bob Devereaux Theatre at Marist High School 
and runs for three more evenings on Oct 30, Nov 
5, and Nov 6. All shows begin at 7:30 p.m.

Go to marisths.org to buy your tickets now 
or call the ticket office at (541) 681-5490! 
Seating is limited.

Marist Theatre Presents "The Rover"
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After four years as a 4A school, 
this fall Marist has moved 

up to 5A and is now competing in 
Eugene’s Midwestern hybrid league. 
The Spartans’ consistent level of 
achievement at the 4A state level and 
the decline of complete programs in 
the schools of their former 4A district 
allowed for the transition. 

The move to 5A has not meant just  a 
higher level of competition. It has also 
meant more local opponents. Many 
teams are benefitting from larger 
crowds and the Marist kids are enjoying 

Doing Fine in the 5A 

Seven Straight

The 2010 volleyball team celebrates a well-earned 
point against the Marshfield Pirates. Marist wins.

Marist senior and student body president, Chris 
Daniel, accepts the 2010 Oregonian Cup from 
OSAA Director Tom Welter on behalf of  Marist.

The 2010 
Marist 
offensive 
line faces 
off against 
the 
Ashland 
Grizzlies 
at home. 
Marist 
wins 31-0.

competing against friends with whom 
they have grown up playing. 

Marist is now in the second highest 
OSAA classification and is doing just 
fine as a well-undersized school. In some 
sports they are doing better than fine. 

The Spartan football team is undefeated 
in 5A with an average margin of victory 
of over 40 points and is currently ranked 
second in the state. They are coming off 
of their fourth state championship in the 
past seven seasons.

With just under two weeks left to 
play, the boys soccer team is undefeated 
as well and considered a major state 
title contender. The girls team is also 
performing well with the elevated 
competition and is just coming off a 
huge home win over 6A Sheldon.

Volleyball returns many players 
from last year's 4A second place team 
and is hoping to make a strong run 
in the 5A state tournament this year. 
Both of Marist’s cross country teams 
are favorites to win the Midwestern 
District Meet and have runners highly 

ranked in the state. The girls cross 
country team won their first state 
championship last year and will make 
a strong push towards a repeat. 

The water polo teams did not have a 
transition as they have always competed 
in a district that includes 5A/6A teams. 
The boys team has been successful this 
fall and has posted some impressive 
wins, and the girls team, in spite of small 
numbers that do not afford substitutions, 
is riding a wave with wins two October 
weekends in a row.

The school has high hopes for the 
winter and spring sports programs as 
well, and hopefully, by the end of the 
year, will have some new 5A hardware 
to show for it.

National Merit Recognitions

Tyler Wagner Gerry RouleauChris Bender Amy ParksMegan  Genovese Blaine Patrick Werner

The freshman class showed up in 
record numbers this year for the 

annual Freshman Lock-In held on the 
first weekend in October at Marist. 

For eleven straight hours, the class of 
2014, with leaders from upper classes, 
was locked into the school to begin 
the bonding that will grow deeper 
and stronger through their four years 
together at Marist. Staying up from 8:00 
p.m. through 7:00 a.m. Sunday, their 

hours were filled with games, food, 
discussions, Mass, singing, dancing, 
and making music videos.

The Mass, that ended at midnight, is 
a Marist favorite and was highlighted 
by Fr. David Culling's school-famous 
homily that metaphorically relates the 
communities of penguins and geese 
to that of a healthy high school class, 
communities that take care of each other 
each and every day.

Three Marist seniors, Chris 
Bender, Megan Genovese, and 

Tyler Wagner, were recently named 
as semifinalists in the 56th annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
They were chosen along with 16,000 
other academically talented high 
school seniors across the nation from 
the more than 1.5 million seniors who 
entered the 2010 competition by taking 
the 2009 Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying test 
their junior year. According to 
the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation, approximately 15,000 
of these semi-finalist are expected to 
advance to the finalist level for an 
opportunity to win one of the 8,400 
National Merit Scholarships that 
will be offered next spring.

Three Marist seniors, Amy Parks, 
Gerald Rouleau and Blaine Patrick 
Werner, were named Commended 
Students, which puts them in the 
top five percent of seniors who took 
the test, but does not qualify them 
to advance in the competition for a 
National Merit Scholarship.

This fall, the Marist High School 
community was presented 

with the 2010 4A Oregonian Cup for 
the seventh consecutive year and the 
eighth time in the eleven year history 
of the award. Points are awarded to 
schools based on how well they do in 
academics, activities, athletics, and 
sportsmanship.

CAMPUS NOTES CAMPUS NOTES
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Beth Kennedy - age 75, wife of Bill 
Kennedy ’52 died July 30, 2010 after a 29 
month struggle with brain cancer.

Anne Leavitt, mother of Jenny (Leavitt) 
Galvin '87 and Will Leavitt '96 died on 
April 10, 2010.

Kary Philip Tiel ’88 died July 2, 
2010 after a long courageous battle with 

Class of 2000 
celebrated our 
10 year reunion 
July 16, 17 
& 18th. We 
kicked off the 
reunion at Hop 
Valley Brewing 
Friday night. 
On Saturday 
we had a picnic 
in the park at 
Skinner's Butte, 
and Saturday 
evening we had 
a formal dinner at Valley River Inn. We concluded the weekend with a Memorial Mass said in 
honor of deceased classmate, Chase Whitham, Sunday morning at the Marist Chapel. It was a 
fantastic weekend and we had a great time! Thanks to everyone who came and joined in the 
fun!..Special thanks to Carol-Ann (Tyler), Megan (Thompson) McCarthy, Kirsten (Cussins) 
Howard and Alexandra (Edmondson) Westover who stepped up to plan the reunion! If anyone 
from the Class of 2000 missed out on this summer's reunion, but would like to give us their 
contact information for future references, they can e-mail us at: marisths2000@gmail.com.

1986
Janet (Hohman) Motter and her 
husband, Bill, welcomed their first child, 
a son, Max Xavier Motter was born 
May 22, 2010, weighing 7 lbs 3 oz. and 
measuring 19.5".

Class of 1980 celebrated our 30 year reunion on July 9th and 10th this summer. 
Friday evening, we met at Billy Mac’s where classmate Bill McCallum hosted an 
evening of reacquainting and long overdo catching up. Saturday night, classmate 
Charlie Niemeyer invited the class and spouses to his eight acre elegant country garden. 
An exquisite dinner of roasted pig, wonderful salads, and incredible desserts started the 
evening, followed by music, dancing, and a whole lot of reminiscing. A good time was 
had by all.  If you missed the reunion, we would love to have you next time. Please send 
your updated contact information to Kelley Kline at kmokline@msn.com

Class of 1970 held our 40th reunion 
the weekend of August 14-15. Guests of 
honor included Sister John and Brother 
Dan. Brother Dan and other ’70 alum 
toured the school with a highlight being 
a recreation of Brother Dan’s history 
class in his old class room. Alums who 
participated were Tony (Hodgin) Baxley,  
Linda (Schmitz) Chrones, Marcella (Saul) 
Hanna, Fred Dies, and Pat (Leatherwood) 
Lussier.  Pat Brown led the effort to 
organize the reunion. To contact Pat, 
e-mail him at 1patrickbrown@gmail.com.

Brother DanSister John

Neysa (Rowe) Farris and husband, 
Kurt, welcome a new daughter. Genessa 
Margaret was born on May 25, 2010.  She 
was born at home and delivered into her 
daddie's hands. Genessa joins Annalise 
(15), James (14), Nathaniel (9) and 
Linnaea (6).  

Class of 1957 met again on July 18th 
and 19th to celebrate our 20 year tradition 
of Red Beans and Rice, which started in 
Louisana with Barb and Fred Reiling to 
celebrate a classmate's birthday. This year's 
celebration was graciously held at Norma 
and Gino Barbison's home in Eugene. 
Thirty classmates and spouses attended. 
The class of 1957 is a very close class 
with a monthly lunch date with anywhere 
from three to twelve members of the 
class attending. Pat Bray Major invites all 
1957 alums to stay in touch and join this 
tradition. For more information, contact 
Pat through her Facebook page or call her 
at (541) 688-0425.

1977
Father John Kerns will be celebrating 
his 25th jubilee as a priest as well as the 
dedication of  Portland’s newest Catholic 
Parish, St. Juan Diego Church at 2 p.m., 
Sunday, Oct. 24. The new building marks 
the culmination of years of work and 
a five million dollar capital campaign.  
Go to www.stjuandiego.org for more 
information on the new parish.

2004
Tom Rowe graduated from University 
of Colorado, Boulder in 2009 and has 
just finished his first year at University of 
Colorado School of Dentistry.

2006 
Kasey Rowe graduated from MIT in 
June 2010 and has started University of 
California, Davis, School of Medicine. 

pancreatic cancer.  He was a structural 
engineer and owned KPT Engineering 
and Development.  He is survived by his 
wife, Regina, and daughter, Brittany.

Dan Zeiter ’65 died July 24, 2010 from 
a heart attack while on a sailing trip in the 
British Virgin Islands.  Dan had a 39 year 
career working in the telecommunications 
industry, most recently for Comcast 
Communications.

1996
Erin Evans Kellstrom and husband, 
Ray Kellstrom, welcomed their first child,  
a son. Cole Evans Kellstrom was born 
July 5, 2010, weighing 6lbs 8 oz.  The 
Kellstroms live in Beaverton Oregon.

1998
Eric Perkins and his wife, Libby, are 
the proud parents of a girl, Grace Amelia, 
born June 24, 2010.  Eric is in his 11th 
year with the USAF, currently stationed 
in England.

1999
Jenna (Fussell) and Brandon Knapp 
were married August 13, 2010 in Oregon 
City, Oregon. The Knapp’s live in San Di-
ego, CA where she is an English Profes-
sor and he is employed by Costco.

2002
Katy Lumbra and Sean Severe were 
married on June 25, 2010 at St. Catherine 
of Siena Church in Veneta, Oregon. 
Katy is a fourth grade teacher at Veneta 
Elementary and will be starting her fourth 
year there this fall. She also works part 
time teaching hip-hop dance classes at 
Musical Feet School of Dance, and she 
serves wine in the tasting room at Silvan 
Ridge Winery in Eugene. Sean is a 
graduate of Gonzaga University '06, and 
is currently studying to receive his PhD 
in economics at the University of Oregon. 
Sean is a graduate teaching fellow and 
teaches economics classes at the U of O.
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CLASS NOTES (cont)

reunions

de Pétanque U.S.A.), adding more 
legitimacy to our sport and our high 
school	 clubs.	We	became	 the	 first	
and the largest primarily high school 
based pétanque club in the United 
States. Together, Mike and I received 
training and got a team ready for 
nationals. Two girls from South 
Eugene and one boy from Marist, 
a freshman at that time, Jackson 
Bedbury, competed for a chance to 
represent the United States in the 
Junior	World	Championship	 in	 the	
fall of 2011.  In the end, we lost the 
best	out	of	five	matches,	but	I	was	
so proud of how our team worked 
together, supporting, encouraging 

and always treating their opponents 
with the utmost respect. I look 
forward to preparing for the next 
Junior	World	Championship	in	2013	
and I am hopeful that we will have 
two or three Oregon teams for the 
next	qualifier.	
 Currently, Marist pétanque 
practices two days a week, focusing 
on technique, strategy and team 
chemistry.	 We	 play	 each	 of	 the	
teams in the league twice with our 
league points carrying over into an 
end of year tournament to crown the 
fall and spring season champions. 
Our students earn letters, pins and 
bars and they have the opportunity 

to compete for a spot on the U.S.A. 
Junior National Team. Every two 
years, 85 countries from around 
the world send teams to compete 
for	 the	 Junior	 World	 Pétanque	
Championship. This really is an 
awesome and unique opportunity 
for these students to compete at the 
highest level, akin to representing 
their country in the Olympics. •

in memorium
(continued from page13)

Ryan Baker teaches 
French and Spanish 
and is currently one 

of a three member 
team holding the 

2010 Petanque 
National Triples 

Championship title.

CLASS NOTES
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The Marist Foundation has, from time to time, published donor lists but this is the first time the school has 
directly done so. We have included this report in the fall magazine issue to save printing costs and postage as 
an example of good stewardship. While modest this year, each year we will publish this report and increase 
the information given about the school. We pledge to be honest, transparent and careful guardians of the good 
stewardship of your gifts.  You have invested in Marist and we will continuously prove that this investment is 
reaping dividends in building the lives of generations of students to come. Thank you for supporting Marist.

The Marist Foundation and Marist High School began a new joint development effort beginning with the 
2009-10 school year.  As a result of this effort,  the school now directly runs all fundraisers with the Marist 
Foundation concentrating on the management and growth of our long term endowment.  For supporters of this 
effort, we often explain “If you wish to help the school immediately, give to the school.  If you wish to grow 
the long term endowment supporting the school, plan gifts to the Marist Foundation.”

This new effort raised over $463,000 for Marist with an additional $41,000 for the Marist Foundation. The 
combined $510,000 represented a 26% increase over the previous year. Expenses have been lowered. We have 
had numerous compliments regarding our publications, such as this magazine, and have improved our contact 
with donors through new websites and a growing Facebook page. Year one of the effort saw notable successes.

Bradley Copeland,  President  Shareholder, Arnold, Gallagher, Saydack, Percell, Roberts & Potter.
Donald Lance,  Treasurer  Partner, Kernutt, Stokes, Brandt & Co., LLP, Marist Class of 1979.
Terry Haskin,  Past President  Territorial Manager, Case Power & Equipment.
Dr. Keith Balderston  Director of Maternal Fetal Medicine, Sacred Heart Riverbend Medical Center.
Christopher Duyck  Vice President, KPD Insurance, Inc., Marist Class of 1974 .
Owen Engelmann  Instructional Developer, National Institute for Direct Instruction (NIFDI).
Dr. Gerald Harper  Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon, McKenzie Medical Center.
Cissy Kast  Instructional Aide, St. Paul Parish School, Marist Class of 1980.
Nancy Kiesewetter  Owner, Diamond Ridge Fine Jewelry.
Mary Kay Manwill  Former health care administrator.
Andy Storment  President, Kerr Concentrates Inc. Director, Summit Bank.
Robert Weeks  Vice President, KPD Insurance, Inc.

Chris Cardani,  President, Chair of Facilities Committee  Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice.
Clay Skurdal,  Secretary, Chair of Development Committee  Senior Vice President-Branch Manager,   
  Morgan Stanley Smith Barney.
Terry Gent,  Chair of Finance Committee  Executive Vice President, Umpqua Bank, Marist Class of 1974.
Vicky Hanson,  Chair of Catholicity Committee.  
Diza Hilles  Registered Nurse, Marist class of 1981.
Michelle Laing  Marist Class of 1985.
Trish Lowery MacKinnon  Marist Class of 1981.
Robert Mizia  Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.
John Murphy  President/CEO, Murphy Company.
John Stacy  Vice President & Senior Commercial Banking Officer, Liberty Bank.
Leonard E. Vuylsteke, CPA, CCM  Chief Financial Officer, Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.

There are, however, still real barriers. Donors are contributing about 
10% of all school funding at a time in which we believe we will need 

to significantly build our donation funding. We have too few donors 
carrying the load, and need to greatly expand our donor base. We 

must do this while continuing to streamline expenses to ensure that as 
much as possible of every donor investment is going directly to help 

the school. All of this must be done in a climate of great economic 
uncertainty. Despite these challenges, there is growing optimism and 
confidence that the new effort is beginning to pay off. God bless you 

for being part of it and thank you for your prayers of support.

Best regards,

Tom Simon
Marist parent and Development Director

Foundation Board 2009-10

School Board 2009-10

Marist Catholic High School Principal - Jay Conroy

2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

Governance
2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

From The Director
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Enrollment
491 students attended Marist Catholic High School in 2009-10 with almost half of our enrollment consisting of graduates 
from O’Hara and St. Paul’s elementary schools. The remainder of our students came from over 30 different public and 
private elementary schools in our area.

Faith
Our student body in 2009-10 was 60% Catholic, 30% Protestant, with the remaining 10% non-Christian or listing no 
religion. Four years of theology are required for graduation, which includes a service learning component. Our students 
participated in monthly all school Masses and a variety of team Masses prior to competitions and extracurricular activities. 
Each year students have an opportunity to participate in a retreat, with the most intensive being the Junior Encounter.

In 2009-10, the school began a new effort to further the Catholic development of the school with an emphasis on teaching 
as a lay vocation. This has become an ongoing effort of the school and is the focus of staff retreats, staff professional 
development, and the strategic plan of the school. The goal of this effort is to cement the foundation of Marist as a Catholic 
high school open to all.

Academics
Marist offers 18 College Now courses and 13 advanced placement courses. These courses allow a student to earn college 
credit for Marist course work. A large number of our students participated in these courses with some achieving enough 
credits to enter college as sophomores. Marist has the ability to offer courses that help students to earn college credit 
because of the caliber of teachers that the school employs. Eighty percent of Marist teachers hold advanced degrees within 
the subject area they are teaching. 

Other notables in the area of Marist academics are:
99.9% of students graduate; 97% continue education: 86.6% attend 4 year institutions, 10.4% attend 2 year institutions• 
Small class size; average class size is 21.5• 
Safe school environment within a Christian community• 
Honors level courses offered all four years• 
National Merit Scholars every year• 
Rigorous college preparatory curriculum• 
Art, Music, and Theater classes • 

Leadership
Marist offered over 30 extra-curricular activities in 2009-10 with 27 boys and girls sports programs and a variety of clubs. 
Marist won five state sports championships and again won the Oregonian Cup for athletic and academic achievement and 
sportsmanship for the seventh year in a row. New programs and clubs included the Marist Strings Program and the Marist 
Students for Life.

Service
Marist juniors and seniors complete 50 hours of Christian service as part of their graduation requirement. In preparation for 
this Christian service project, each student completes 15 hours of service to family, community, and church connected to the 
first two years of their theology coursework. Last year, our students completed approximately 8,125 hours of service.

In addition, parents completed hundreds of hours of service contributing their time and expertise serving on school 
and foundation boards, helping with maintenance of grounds, concession stands, front desk service, retreats, student 
supervision, and fundraisers such as the Marist auction. Collectively this service represented an in-kind contribution to 
the school of several hundred thousand dollars.   

Income
The new Development program at Marist increased our donor support substantially from 3.9% of revenues in 2008-2009 
to 9.2% in 2009-2010.  This included a year-long annual appeal, a very successful auction in the spring and renewed 
communication with the alumni community.  We have plans for even more growth during the 2010-2011 school year as we 
set our sights on a program that will support the strategic mission of our school through much-needed tuition assistance, 
rebuilding our aging facilities and increasing the long-term endowment overseen by the Marist High School Foundation.

Tuition revenue also grew by 4.8% over 2008-2009.  This was primarily due to an increase in Marist’s tuition rate, which 
continues to be lower than 70% of the Catholic high schools in the Northwest.  Enrollment remained strong – at 491 
students in the fall of 2009.

Actual Results for the 2009-2010 School Year

Independent Review
Our financial statements for 2009-2010 have undergone an independent review by Moss Adams, a local CPA firm. Their 
review resulted in an unqualified opinion with minor recommendations for improvements. For a copy of the full report, 
please contact our Business Office at (541) 485-7879.

2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

School Profile
2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

Finances
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Actual Expenses 2009-10Actual Revenues 2009-10

Tuition Assistance
Tuition assistance has increased again this 2010-2011 year to help families that continue to be seriously affected by the 
economic downturn. The average level of aid per student increased by 19.3% with over 38% of our students receiving 
some form of tuition assistance. Total tuition assistance grew from $635,000 in 2009-2010 to approximately $685,000 
for the current school year - an increase of over 12%. With our tuition assistance program, as well as enhanced marketing 
efforts, we were able to increase our freshman enrollment by 13 students, or 12%, for 2010-2011.

Total Tuition Assistance Source Of Tuition Assistance Funds



Mary Beth Allen 
Terri & Jon Anderson 
Anonymous 
Tina & Michael Auld 
Kathie & Dan Bedbury 
Heidi & Bruce Behrends 
Julie & Lloyd Biby 
Ken & Laure Boucher 
Dan & Ellen Brown 
Edward & Jodi Cheever 
Alayne & Steve Clarke 
Teresa & Brad Copeland 
Cynthia Couey 
Bernard & Donna Dorsey 
Leslie & Dennis Downer 
Katharine & Pete Drakatos 
Debbie & Glenn Duckworth 
Ivy & Mike Duncan 

Julie & Hugh Duvall 
Diane & Christopher Duyck 
Sarah & Stephen Edmondson 
Molly & Jeff Elder 
Charlene & Owen Engelmann 
Denise & Dan Fitzpatrick 
Frannson 
Mandy & Rick Gardner 
John and Kathy Gartland
Donna & Terry Gent 
Nancy & Mark Gryziec 
Dawn & Doug Gubrud 
Deanna & Jeff Guckenberger 
Julie & Gerald Harper 
Jean & Jeff Heitzman 
Veena & Don Howard 
Erik & Kelly Hughes 
Dianne & Derek Jaros 
Katie Jeremiah

Sandra Jeremiah 
George & Gayle Jessie 
Brian & Debra Jewett 
Leslie & Sean Jones 
Cathleen & Joe Karcher 
Nancy & John Kiesewetter 
Charlie & Lisa Kimball 
Christine & Steve Koester 
Marilyn & Donald Lance 
Helen Lester 
Joanne & Gary Livesay 
Mary Kay & Jim Manwill 
Linda & Rick Martin 
Marie & Rueben Mayes 
Kaci & Scott McKee 
Garrett Nehl 
Christy & Robert Newland 
Elise & Chris Noonan 
Amy & Rob Olive 

Sydney & Rick Olson 
Earl & Brittany Omlid 
Tammi & Mike Owen 
Heidi & Bill Pollock 
Sue & Jerry Rouleau 
Jerry & Colleen Schneider 
Martha & Stephen Shepard 
Kelli & Bart Sherman 
Kristin & Augie Sick 
Ann & Tom Simon 
Dan Stambaugh 
Susan & Thomas Stewart 
Christine & Andy Storment 
Michele Vinson 
Fay & Pat Wagner 
Sharee & Jay Waldron 
Michael Whitney 
Jody & Greg Woods

Terri & Jon Anderson
Dan & Ellen Brown
Bernard & Donna Dorsey
Debbie & Glenn Duckworth
Veena & Don Howard
Dianne & Derek Jaros
Brian & Debra Jewett
Cathleen & Joe Karcher
Christine & Steve Koester
Mary Kay & Jim Manwill
Elise Noonan & Chris Noonan
Kristin & Augie Sick
Ann & Tom Simon
Susan & Thomas Stewart

Terri & Jon Anderson
Anonymous
Dan & Ellen Brown
Alayne & Steve Clarke
Chad Depaoli
Ivy & Mike Duncan
Diane & Christopher Duyck
Mandy & Rick Gardner
Donna & Terry Gent
Nancy & Mark Gryziec
Joanne Hoppe
JoAnne & Michael Jamieson
Dianne & Derek Jaros
Brian & Debra Jewett
Cathleen & Joe Karcher
Dale & Cecilia Kast
Charlie & Lisa Kimball
Christine & Steve Koester
Darrin & Molly Lajoie
Mary Kay & Jim Manwill
Stan & Chris Mayhew
Elise & Chris Noonan
Sydney & Rick Olson
Brian & Erica Pifer

Mini BusesTuition Assistance
Edmund Hummel
Brian & Debra Jewett
Cathleen & Joe Karcher
Charlie & Lisa Kimball
Troy & Shannon Kirk
Christine & Steve Koester
Marilyn & Donald Lance
Elise & Dan Landry
Helen Lester
Mary Kay & Jim Manwill
Linda & Rick Martin
Christy & Robert Newland
Elise & Chris Noonan
Toni & Andrew Oldham
Sydney & Rick Olson
Shari & Ken Pimental
Heidi & Bill Pollock
Ann & Tom Simon
Colette & Clay Skurdal
Susan & Thomas Stewart
Christine & Andy Storment
Sharee & Jay Waldron
Cheri & Robert Weeks
Michael Whitney

Terri & Jon Anderson
Anonymous
Stacey & Ryan Baker
Kathie & Dan Bedbury
Heidi & Bruce Behrends
Julie & Lloyd Biby
Kelli  & Denny Braud
Sheryl & Chris Cardani
Alayne & Steve Clarke
Sandy & Bernard Conklin
Judy & Jay Conroy
Teresa & Brad Copeland
Cynthia Couey
Bernard & Donna Dorsey
Leslie & Dennis Downer
Debbie & Glenn Duckworth
Julie & Hugh Duvall
Sarah & Stephen Edmondson
Charlene & Owen Engelmann
Denise & Dan Fitzpatrick
Mandy & Rick Gardner
John & Kathy Gartland
Nancy & Mark Gryziec
Dawn & Doug Gubrud
Julie & Gerald Harper

“Marist Gone Country” was a great time and 
one of the most successful Marist auctions 

of the last decade.

Linda & Tim Schor
Martha & Stephen Shepard
Diane & Wes Sibole
Kristin & Augie Sick
Susan & Thomas Stewart
Sharee & Jay Waldron

Parent chairs Jerry and Julie Harper helped over 230 volunteers raise over $263,000 for Marist. Proceeds 
from the event benefited the school with directed appeals helping tuition assistance, the purchase of three 

new minibuses and the upgrade of our science area. Thank you to all who made this happen!

Contributions Over $500

Tara Aarnio
Tina & Michael Auld
Zach Davis
Leslie & Dennis Downer
Ryan Dwyer
Molly & Jeff Elder
Ceil & Scott Forrest
Betty & Werner Goeckel
Dawn & Doug Gubrud
Dianne & Derek Jaros
Katie Jeremiah
Nancy & John Kiesewetter
Chris Killgore
Helen Lester

Garrett Nehl
Raymond Nehl
Earl & Brittany Omlid
Shari & Ken Pimental
Sue & Jerry Rouleau
Linda & Tim Schor
Kelli & Bart Sherman
Carl Skoog
Tracey Smith
Christine & Andy Storment
Michele Vinson
Brittany N. & Branden Whitney
Richard Williams

Partial Patron Table

Shelli Anderson
Dan & Ellen Brown
Charlene & Owen Engelmann
Friend of Marist
Donna & Terry Gent
Vicky Hanson
Julie & Gerald Harper
Arvilla & Phillip Heidt
Christopher Johnston

Sally & Steve Killgore
Marilyn & Donald Lance
Mary Kay & Jim Manwill
Chrissy & John Murphy
Kristin & Augie Sick
Dan Stambaugh
Sharee & Jay Waldron
Cheri & Robert Weeks
Michael Whitney

Full Patron Table

New Energy Works • 
Pioneer Millworks• 

Our Generous Sponsors

Julie & Jerry Harper• 
NeuroSpine Institute• 

Platinum Level
$10,000

Gold Level
$5,000

Terri & Jon Anderson• Silver Level
$2500

Sherman Brothers Trucking• 
Chris & Andy Storment• 
Industrial Finishes• 
Anonymous Friend of Marist• 

Bronze Level
$1,000

Computer 
Lab

photo by Toni Cooper

2009-2010 Marist Donor Report2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

The Marist Auction
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The Marist Annual Appeal raises funds for the 
general needs of the school, including tuition 

assistance and the pay and benefits of our 
teachers. In 2009-10, over $123,000 was given 
toward these general needs, with an additional 
$31,000 given to the Marist Foundation. God 

bless all who supported the Marist Annual Appeal.

Jack & Julie Adkins
Hyunkee Ahn 
Brian Allender
Don & Cheryl Althoff
Mr. and Mrs. ThomasAmacher
Jon & Terri Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Richard & Velma Atkinson
David Baird
Ryan & Stacey Baker
Stan & Judy Baldwin
Mr. & Mrs. Gino Barbisan
Kirsten Beck
Jeanette Beneat
Frank & Susan Bocci
William & Julie Boffing
Gregory Bolles
Sally Bonzer
Richard Boyles
Dave & Barbara Brazelton
Jeff Breaden
John & Joann Breeden
Robert & Susan Breeden
Sarah Brendler
Gloria Jean Brooks
Daniel & Ellen Brown
Gerald & Patricia Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel T. Brown
Judy Van Buskirk
Michael & Ann Caffey
Amy Cain
Eleonora & James Cameron
Elaine & Kip Canaday
Helen Caprioglio
Chris & Sheryl Cardani
Marc Carlson
Chambers Family Foundation 
Gertrude Christy
Armond Clemens
Mark & Terrie Clemens
Betty Cohen - Cohen   
 Family Trust
Judson & Margaret Compton

Jay & Judy Conroy
Edward Cooley
Brad & Teresa Copeland
James Copley
Francis & Mary Croak
Kevin Croak
David Crockett
Crowley Equipment, Inc.
Mel & Mary Lou 
Damewood, Jr.
Sam & Julie DeBellis
Penelope Deggelman
Gregory Deggleman
Teri & Mike Dibos
Mark & Marilyn Dikeos
Patricia Dilts
William & Paula Dion-Watson
Elizabeth DuPriest
Robert & Connie DuPriest
Wallace Durbin
Stanley Duyck
Michael J. Dwyer Foundation
Dan Eberle
Stephen & Sarah Edmondson
Kristen Ell
Robyn Emde
Thomas Emerson, Jr.
Al & Eileen Emrick
Owen & Charlene Engelmann
Larry & Mary Lou Fieland
Donald Ford
Jeannette Forsman
Ellen Frances
Harry & Judy Fredricks
Maureen  Freeman
Pamela Frye
Richard & Rose Furrer
John Gallagher
Amanda & Rick Gardner
Beth Garland
John & Kathy  Gartland
Rochelle Gauthier-VonRaesfeld
Herb & Gwen Gazeley
Frederick & Donna Gent
John Gent
Terry Gent

Brian Gesik
Rev. Carl Gimpl
Maurice Giroux
Jo Ann Gish
Larry & Carolyn Giustina
Trudi Glander
Patrick Golden
Bob & Joy Grant
Donald & Colleen Greco
Susan Gress
Penelope Gross
Amy Gryziec
Mark & Nancy Gryziec
Robert Gwozdz
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Hagan
Jean & Elmer Haller
Gary & Cindy Hallett
Ray & Sue Hallett
Sue Hallett
Henry Hanson
Vicky Hanson
Julie & Thomas Harper
John Heideman
Phillip & Arvilla Heidt
Elaine Herring
David & Diza Hilles
Jim & Carla Hoffman
Gerald & Mary Hohman
Sue Hohman
Joanne Hoppe
John Hoppe
Christopher Horsman
Tom Houser
Don & Breena Howard
Colleen Howley
Scott Hutchinson
Mark Jackson
Carolyn & Robert Jacobson
Shannon Johnson
Jon Jones
McKenna Jones
Sean & Leslie Jones
Cathleen & Joe Karcher
William Jones
Connor Kerns
Thomas Kerns

Patricia Kerns
Pete & Joan Kerns
Jerry & Arlene Kersey
John & Nancy Kiesewetter
Thomas Kinane
Alisa Kincade
Chris & Kelley Kline
Veronica & Ken Kloeppel
James Knepler
Janet Knowlton
Chenoah Konyn
Geurt & Johanna Kreutzelman
Brent & Michelle Laing
Gregory & Carrie Laird
Don & Marilyn Lance
Dan & Elise Landry
Dick and Chris Ledgerwood
Bob & Arlene Lee
Trevor Lee
Levi Strauss Foundation 
Chiling Li
Siu Li
Bob & Marianne Lilley
Rob Lilley
Scott Lilley
Carrie Link
Thomas & Jane Liston
Kelle Louaillier
Ingrid Lowery
Robert Lyford
Kathryn Lytle
Scott & Trish MacKinnon
Mr. & Mrs. John Madden
Mary Elizabeth  Madden
Seema Makyadath
Lewis & Leonor Malin
Christine & Zack Manning
Catherine Mant
James & Mary Kay Manwill
Richard Martin
David & Rebekah Martin
Peter & Marianne Martz
Gary & Leisa McAdams
Robert McAllister
Reba McClary
Pat & Carol McGarry

Stephen McGirr
Nadine McGrew
Morgan McQuiston
Mr. & Mrs. George Mears
Marcela Mendoza
Cleora Mersdorf
Helyne Michael
Mary Montgomery
Garth & Melissa Morgan
David Morris
Charles Morrison, Jr.
Ryan Moser
John & Chrissy Murphy
Murphy Company
Don & Colleen Murray
Dick & Jane Myrand
Kristina Neet
Garrett Nehl
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Nehl
James Neuschwander
Arthur Noxon
Gary & Michelle Ochenkoski
Billie Olson
Fr. David Orique, O.P.
Peter & Vicki Osredkar
Mario Petersen
Phileo Foundation, James  
 Crabbe
Shari & Ken Pimental
Chris & Laura Pinto
Tony Pires
Andrew Pittman
Catherine Pittman
Susan Polchert
Portland Restoration
Patrick & Tig Brown
Kathy Powell
Richard & Rita Proulx
Jack & Diane Pyle
Dominic & Mary Pynes
Jack Pynes
Shawn Pynes
Jerry & Patricia Ragan
Joseph & Laurie Ramsey
Anita Ruth & Keith Rea
Jeffrey Rear

Molly & Jason Reding
William & Shirley Richards
Laurin & John Robert
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Robertson
Richard & Erin Rochon
Brother Norbert Rodrigue
Jim Ruble
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Ruckwardt
Karren Sadacario
Donald & Faye Sadowsky
Salesforce.com Foundation 
Linda & Steven Salmon

John & Julie Sarreal
Mr. & Mrs. Scottie Scallion
Michael & Marilyn Schaefer
Paul Schaeffer
Joe Schaffeld
Paul & Kate Schaffner
Stephen Schepergerdes &  
 Donna Byrne
Christopher Schiess
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Schreiber
Colleen & Robert Schwartz

Charlie & Liz Search
Amy Sessums
David Shepard
Steve & Martha Shepard
Tom & Ann Simon
Clay & Colette Skurdal
Janet Snyder
Joe Stacy
Ann Stein
William & Margaret Stein
Michael Stokes
Andy Storment
Andy & Christine Storment
Brad & Karen Storment
Mark & Sherry Stuckart
Carol & John Sullivan
Fay Sunada
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sunada
Sandra Suran
Sylvan Learning Center
Jerry Thenell
Leslie Tompkins
Rick Truitt
Dona & John Vitus
Donna Wagner
Leonard Wagner
Patrick Wagner
William Wagner
George Walcott & 
 Stephanie Osborne
Jay & Sharee Waldron
William & Margaret Walsh
Catherine Wasmann
Lynda Weilbrenner
Steve Weilbrenner 
Thomas Wellnitz
Werner Family Foundation
Alexandra Westover
Jack & Kay Wharfield
James & Yvonne Wildish
Teresa Wilson
Molly Wirch
The Woodard Family Foundation
Walter & Mary Young
Laurie & Phil Zerzan
Gregory Zochowski

photo by Toni Cooper

2009-2010 Marist Donor Report2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

Annual Appeal
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Marist is committed to growing our program on the pillars of faith, academics, accessibility, growing leaders and being 
good financial stewards. As we increasingly say at Marist, “There is a mission and it has a school.” The values of Marist 
have been here since the beginning of Catholic education in our area and you can help continue them by:

Praying for Marist – We are a place of faith and we need your continued prayers. We 
encourage you to pray for Marist and join us in prayer.  We have almost daily Masses in our chapel which you 
are welcome to attend.  You are also welcome to attend any of the Masses listed on the "Schedule of Events" on 
the back of our magazine or to contact our campus ministry for other prayer opportunities.

Being Involved – Marist could not exist without our involved community. You are welcome to 
visit or be part of the audience at any of our sporting or fine arts events. We need volunteers at countless events 
to make the school run properly. Contact our development office to be put in touch with Marist members who 
need people willing to devote the gift of time to keep Marist strong.

Investing in Marist – As our financial pages show, Marist needs the continued growth of 
donations to keep our school open to all while increasing faculty and staff pay and class offerings. We have made 
tremendous strides in increasing the size of our donor base, but have a tremendous way to go before we reach our 
long term goals. Your investment has kept Marist strong in an incredibly challenging economy. You have helped 
us sustain tuition assistance at levels that would not have been possible even a few years ago. Your continued 
investment in Marist has made this possible.  God bless you for the gift of financial investment.

Thank you for being part of this community. 

The Marist Foundation is an independent entity specifically designed to protect long term endowments given 
to help the school.  Begun in 1969, the Foundation manages over $1.6 million in 41 funds given as legacies or 
in memory of many members of our community.  The names of these funds are as follows:

Diane G. Andersen Memorial Scholarship
Sister John Backenstos Scholarship
Peter Campbell Bronson Drug Education Fund
Clarence & Eileen Brown Memorial Textbook Scholarship*
Fran & Dale Cooley Scholarship
Lucy Duffy Scholarship
Stan & Naoma Duyck Family Scholarship
Michael J. Dwyer Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Robert Furrer Memorial Scholarship
Kevin Gallagher Memorial Scholarship
Scott Halbrook Memorial Scholarship
Henry Hanson Scholarship
Verne Hawn Scholarship
Jerry Holvey Scholarship
Stan Howard  Scholarship
Ed Hummel Scholarship
Bob Jeremiah Scholarship

Freda Kirkish Scholarship
Michael Kirkish Scholarship
Michael Lewis Memorial Scholarship
Fr. Vincent Lopez Family Scholarship for the Creative Arts
Bud & Rose Macke Family Scholarship
Marist Brothers Scholarship
Marist Parent's Association (MPA) Scholarship
Monsignor Edmund Murnane Scholarship
David & Sandra Shepard Scholarship
Jack Starr Memorial Scholarship
Stub Stewart Academic Excellence Scholarship
Mark C. Storms Scholarship
Bill & Delores Tremaine Memorial Scholarship
Troutman Scholarship
Richard C. Williams & Stan Howard Scholarship
Loretta Young Scholarship

*Funds endowed in 2009-10
photo by Toni Cooper

Together, we truly are one.
photo by Toni Cooper

2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

The Way Ahead
2009-2010 Marist Donor Report

Marist Foundation
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photo courtesy of the Brown Family

a family reunion. In a little over three months, twelve 
different members of the family stepped forward to donate 
over $10,000 to endow the fund to honor the memory of a 
couple dedicated to keeping Catholic education open to all.  
 The Marist Foundation will protect and invest 
this fund for years to come. Each spring, the legacy 
of Clarence and Eileen Brown will continue with a 
scholarship and a longer version of this story given to 
a student continuing their Marist education. Does your 
family have such a story to tell? Is Catholic education part 
of your family’s legacy? If you would like to add your 
family’s legacy to the over forty named funds that form 
the Marist Foundation, contact the Marist Development 
Office at maristdevelopment@marisths.org 
or call us (541) 681-5470.  

hike and wondered what would happen to those children 
whose families could not afford higher tuition. He was 
a catalyst for the new Marist Foundation and one of its 
original board members. Clarence and Eileen are listed as 
the first official donors to the Marist Foundation in 1969. 
They raised ten children who graduated from St. Mary’s, 
St. Francis, or Marist. Many of their grandchildren have 
attended O’Hara, St. Paul’s and Marist as a legacy to the 
family’s ongoing commitment to Catholic education. One 
of their granddaughters, the late Julie Calicott, is fondly 
remembered as a teacher at O'Hara for many years.
 After Clarence and Eileen passed away in 1995 and 
2003, respectively, their daughter-in-law, Tig Brown, wife 
of son Pat, remembered the stories of the fight for text 
books and suggested that a scholarship fund be established 
to aid Marist students with the cost of their books. At 
that time, Ellen Brown, wife of son Dan, was the Marist 
Foundation Administrator. She and Tig worked together to 
determine the criteria for the establishment of a scholarship 
fund, and the idea of the family fund was announced at 

aimed at eliminating all Catholic education in the state 
of Oregon by prohibiting the purchase of text books by 
Catholic schools. Clarence mobilized opposition using his 
membership in the Knights of Columbus to successfully 
defeat the bill. In honor of this effort, he was later elected 
head of the Knights of Columbus for Oregon. 
 Clarence and Eileen were involved in the booster club 
that worked with the Marist Brothers to propel the idea of 
Marist High School to its completion in the late 1960's. 
At one of the early meetings, Clarence worried out loud 
that the cost of the new school would necessitate a tuition 

C larence and Eileen Brown lived their lives as 
active members of our Catholic community. 
Members of St. Mary’s parish for several 
decades, they were close personal friends 
with Fr. Francis Liepzig. As a real estate 

broker, Clarence spent hours helping the parish and other 
Catholic ministries with land questions and Eileen, a busy 
mother of ten, found time for many parish committees. 
She was a member of the Catholic Daughters of America, 
the Altar Society, and in her later years, was a long time 
volunteer at Sacred Heart Hospital. They were both known 
for their praying of the rosary, for their involvement in the 
Knights of Columbus, and for their passionate dedication 
to our churches and schools. 
 At a time when Catholic schools were not widely 
accepted in Oregon, Clarence defended the right to 
faith-based schooling by lobbying in 1953 to defeat a bill 

10 Children  
37 Grandchildren  

43 Great Grandchildren
7 Great Great Grandchildren

Catholic Education In Lane County  

Catholic education is a gift 
passed from one generation to another.

Make Marist part of your legacy!

Clarence and Eileen Brown Family Reunion,
 August 2008, home of Marilyn Dikeos.

THE LEGACY OF CLARENCE AND EILEEN BROWN
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ecember

anuary

ebruary

ay

29-30 "The	Rover",	a	Restoration	swash-buckling	
comedy,	7:30	pm	in	the	Bob	Devereux	Theatre.

 1 All Saint Day Mass, 9:25 am in the Marist Gym.
 3	 Fall	Concerts	-	Jazz	and	Concert	Bands,	Reflection	

Choir	and	Strings	Ensemble,	7:30	pm	in	the	Theatre.
 4	 Marist	Rock	Band,	7:30	pm	in	the	Theatre.
 5-6	 "The	Rover",	7:30	pm	in	the	Theatre.
 14 Marist BINGO hosted by MPA, see info at left.

 8 Immaculate Conception Mass, 9:25 am in Gym.
 15 Christmas Concert - Jazz and Concert Bands, 

Reflections	Choir,	Marist	Strings	Ensemble	and	
Marist	Rock	Band,	7:30	pm	in	Theatre.

 17 Christmas Prayer Service, 9:25 am in Gym.

 8 Preview Day for families interested in enrolling in 
Marist, 1:00 pm in Gym.

 15-16 "Children of Eden", a musical based on Genesis, 
7:30	pm	and	2:00	pm	in	the	Theatre.

22-23	 "Children	of	Eden",	7:30	pm	in	the	Theatre.

 3 	 Catholic	Schools	Week	All	Schools	Mass,	9:00	am	in	Gym
 5 Joyful Noise Concert celebrating Catholic Schools 

Week,	7:30	pm	in	Gym.

 14 Marist Auction, Save the Date!

ctober

ovember

Students ...Parents ...Alumni ... Friends

JOIN US ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 14TH 

for a Good Old-Fashioned

 B I N
 G O  PARTY

Proceeds benefit  Marist Angel Fund (Tuition Assistance)

Put on by Marist Parent Association
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Marist Gym Doors Open at 3:30 pm

BINGO – Raffles – Food   4:00 - 6:00 pm

$15.00 FOR 12 GAMES 

• 
  (36 CARDS!)

RAFFLE TICKETS 

• 
  $1.00 each or 7 FOR $5.00


