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save us 
postage costs

and 
help conserve 
our planet's
 resources

 by receiving 
the magazine by e-mail.  

Contact 
maristdevelopment@marisths.org

 to do so.

ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
r

ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
r

DEPARTMENTS FEATURES

Marist
W E  A R E  O N E

Marist, We Are One is a 
publication of the Marist 
Development Office.  Copyright 
©2010 by Marist Catholic 
High School.  It is the product 
of contributions from staff, 
students, alumni, and friends of 
Marist.  Please contact Marist 
Development Office if you are 
interested in authoring an article 
or if you have comments, ideas, 
photos, or alumni news that you 
would like to see in upcoming 
issues.  When including photos, 
please make sure they are high 
resolution (at least 300 dpi).  
Digital images are encouraged 
whenever possible.

Marist Principal  
Jay Conroy

Director of Development
Tom Simon

Marist Development Office
1900 Kingsley Road
Eugene, Or 97401
Tel:  (541) 681-5470
Fax:  (541) 284-7535
maristdevelopment@marisths.org

Other Marist Phone Numbers
Main Office  (541) 686-2234
Business Office  (541) 485-7879
Ticket Box Office  (541) 681-5490

DEPARTMENTS FEATURES

IN THIS ISSUE

WINTER 2011    3

Vol. 2 • No. 1 •  Fall 2010
Marist Catholic High School
1900 Kingsley Road  •  Eugene, Oregon 97401
541- 686-2234  •  w w w . m a r i s t h s . o r gMarist

W E  A R E  O N E

MARIST MAGAZINE
PRODUCTION MANAGER
Tom Simon

EDITOR / Layout & Design
Kathryn Hart

Contributing Writers
Shari Pimental, Jim Reinking. 
Tom Simon

Photography
Toni Cooper 

Contributing Photographers
Julie Ferrari, Alyssa Grimaldi '12, 
Colton Hansen '11, Audrey Hart '11, 
Trish Laver '11, Margaret 
Quartararo '12

Marist
W E  A R E  O N E

Vol. 2 • No. 1 •  Fall 2010
Marist Catholic High School
1900 Kingsley Road  •  Eugene, Oregon 97401
541- 686-2234  •  w w w . m a r i s t h s . o r gMarist

W E  A R E  O N E

Vol. 2 • No. 2 • Fall 2010
Marist Catholic High School
1900 Kingsley Road  •  Eugene, Oregon 97401
541-686-2234  •  w w w . m a r i s t h s . o r gMarist

W E  A R E  O N E

22
Class Notes

In Memoriam
Alumni and Community News

20
Campus Notes

What's going on at the end of Kingsley Road 

2
From the Principal

A letter from Jay Conroy

COVER
(cover photo by Alyssa Grimaldi '12) 

Juniors Joanie Skog and Maddie 
Whalen escort a gradeschooler to 

her teacher before the All Catholic 
Schools Mass in February.

10
Our First Banner
Read how the truly “old school” St. Mary’s 
Gaels of ‘46 opened the door for the Marist 
sporting reputation of today.
 

4
Building a School – Part II
How Marist evolved from a school run 
by Marist Brothers to a school led by lay 
vocations

14
Academic Strategies
A decade old program stresses that there are 
many routes for students of all abilities to 
achieve academic excellence.

17
Take 5

Marist auction chairs Tina Auld and Molly Elder 
want you to “Be True to Your School.”

18
Enter: Marist Rock!
Music teacher Jim. Reinking tells how 
Marist became the only school in the 
Pacific Northwest where rock music is 
part of the curriculum.

30
Development 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

On the Road to Emmaus —“Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him…"
(Luke, Ch. 24)

The road to Emmaus  in a Catholic high school that road, faithfully speaking, is 
the hallway outside the dean’s office where two sophomore girls sit waiting to 
“discuss” their current fashion decisions, or the crowded gymnasium converted 

to a youth-filled cathedral on the day of the All Catholic Schools Mass when big-eyed 
first graders are guided to the rest room by nearly-graduated seniors, or the 200 wing 
full of gangly ninth graders hanging out at break, or the history classroom…, the 
biology lab…, the ceramics studio…

Like the two travelers in Luke’s account who walk for a while with the stranger, we 
often despair the lack of the clear presence of Christ.  We think, “He’s no longer 

with us, we thought he was the one, but now …" 
The story subtly confronts us as we struggle to keep 
our bearings in a changing world. I am reminded 
of conversations I have had with Marist alumni 
or parents of students who attended Marist when 
the Brothers were present and who now lament: 
"Without the Brothers, who do we look to?”

The answer is simple  the Brothers have been gone 
for seventeen years, but at Marist our Catholic faith 
still calls to be always on the road trying to be alert 
to Christ's presence in our midst. Our challenge in 
faith is to recognize Him each day at Marist in our 
daily walk, to see Him in the sophomore student 
dealing with his father’s serious health problems 

and resultant financial struggles, in the ninth grader approaching her first final exams 
with seriousness of purpose, but with questioning concern—“how well am I going 
to do?”, in the parent volunteer graciously staffing the main office reception area, 
in the senior facing the life-shaping dilemmas – “which school, which major, which 
profession should I pursue if I’m doing God’s will, if I’m walking with Christ.”

At Marist, we try to give students a firsthand, real-life look at walking with Christ. 
Like the two on the way to Emmaus, we hope to catch a spiritual glimpse of Christ 
when we sit down at table and break bread and listen to His Word. At team Masses, 
Friday morning Lenten Masses, Adoration and Reconciliation services, we see him.  
Our retreats are designed to take students away from mundane, day-to-day agendas 
and activities to provide opportunities to recognize Christ in themselves and in each 
other — from the endlessly energized sophomore boys mixing play and reflection first 
at St. Peters Church in the afternoon and then in the Marist gym until lights out, to the 
questioning, thoughtful, hopeful seniors on their Metanoia Retreat at St. Benedict's on 
the McKenzie River.

We truly love and deeply appreciate our Catholic tradition and teachings, the spark of 
faith in our hearts, the simplicity and truthfulness of His message shared on the road.
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In the first installment of this three part series, “Building A 
School,” we covered the history of Catholic education in 
Lane County. We focused on the building and renovations 
of physical structures that house this sacred mission and 

chronicled the leadership and hard work of the religious that 
taught in and oversaw these schools. In this second part, we will 
move in for a closer look at how Marist High School, like most 
schools across the nation that were once almost exclusively run by 
religious, has transitioned to a school led and staffed by the laity. 
We will explore how Marist has been reorganized from the inside 
out  how the governance, administration, faculty, and staff have 
evolved since the departure of the Marist Brothers in 1993.
 At the heart of this evolution is a heartfelt recommitment to 
answer the fundamental question: What is the mission of Marist 
High School in Eugene, Oregon and how can we intentionally 
build our school so that it fulfills its purpose well into the 21st 
century? The answers have begun to take shape  a Marist 
Catholic Culture Commission was formed to look closely at our 
Catholicity; the school’s governance has been legally formalized 
with a board of directors; and the direction and charism of the 
school is being renewed through closer study of and relationship 
with strong Catholic school models from across the country.

AN IDENTITY CRISIS
“It’s really a shame that Marist isn’t Catholic anymore.”  

 Rick Martin, Director of Campus Ministry at Marist High 
School, was discouraged to hear this casual lament from a mother 
of recent graduates who had attended Marist during the Brothers’ 
years. He asked her what she meant, to which she replied “Well, 
with the Brothers not there anymore, it’s just not the same.”  
 Martin has worked at Marist for over twenty years. In the 
decade following the departure of the Brothers in 1993, it became 
increasingly evident to him that the void left by their departure, 
a void briefly mitigated by the Dominican priests assigned to 
Marist for several years, was affecting the sense of Catholic 
identity both within the school and in the wider community’s 
perception of Marist. In 1968, Marist had opened its doors to 
students with ten Marist Brothers, eight priests, seven Holy 
Name Sisters, and eleven lay men and women. Today, Marist’ 
staff includes no brothers, no sisters, over sixty lay men and 
women, and one part-time priest-chaplain. 
 By necessity, the school has evolved from religious to 
lay leadership and lay staffing, and in so doing, issues of trust 
and confidence have arisen. Is Marist really Catholic without 
the daily presence of brothers or sisters or priests? When the 
Marist Brothers ran the school, serving as teachers, coaches, 

administrators, and chaperones, the school community trusted 
that Marist must be what a Catholic school was supposed to be. 
Without clergy or religious at the helm, that sense of certainty and 
confidence in the school’s work and ability to fulfill its mission 
appeared to gradually erode. Especially in matters dealing with 
the school’s religious activity and financial stability, what at one 
time had been taken for granted was now a matter of continuing 
concern. 

HOW CATHOLIC? 
CATHOLIC CULTURE COMMISSION

Catholic school “culture” is defined as the character of a 
school as it reflects deep patterns of Catholic values, beliefs, 

and traditions formed over the course of history. 

 Martin, acutely aware of the challenges facing Marist, 
attended several NCEA (National Catholic Education 
Association) conventions where he learned from national experts 
about assessing and managing Catholic school culture. In 2006, 
he proposed the formation of a Catholic School Culture Study 
Commission to then Principal Perry Martin to assess Marist’s 
“Catholicity” with the purpose of explicitly naming what they 

saw, and then giving helpful feedback and direction to the school.  
The study commission was largely inspired by a book, Architects 
of Catholic Culture (NCEA), used successfully by numerous 
schools across the country who found themselves in similar 
situations as vocations declined and lay persons were being asked 
more and more to step into leadership roles in Catholic schools.
 In the fall of 2007, a commission of eight Marist staff members 
began a year-long commitment to assess, define, research, and make 
recommendations regarding the Catholic culture of Marist. This 
initial group was led by Rick Martin, and included teachers and staff 
members Jon Nuxoll (history), Katie Ryding (librarian and substitute 
teacher), Mark Chronister (economics), Teri Dibos (religion), Jerry 
Ragan (counselor), Jay Conroy (then assistant principal) and Kathy 
Yocum (English). All are Catholic, yet they came to the commission 
from different backgrounds and interests. Some were very new 
to Marist and others had been involved with the school for years, 
some described themselves as more traditional or conventional in 
their faith-walk, and others less so.  All eight were coached to set 
aside personal agendas and to follow the guidelines presented by the 
resource manual, Architects of Catholic Culture. These guidelines 
are laid out briefly in the table on the next page.

LAY LEADERSHIP AND 
REORGANIZATION

Building A School
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SEARCHING
 After a year of study, certain important 
issues rose to the top, calling for attention. 
Uppermost was the problem of Marist’s 
identity. The commission concluded that 
Marist needed to better articulate its identity 
as a Catholic school, more clearly define its 
guiding principles, goals, and values, and 
then develop strategic plans by which to steer 
its course.  The need for Marist to look to 
thriving, successful Catholic schools, paying 
special attention to their structure, financial 
base, and staff support, was identified as a 
priority.
 While an obvious solution to these 
problems would be to reconnect with the 
Marist Brothers, in contacting national 
representatives from the Marist order, it 
became immediately clear that the Brothers 
would be unable to provide any level of 
active association with Marist in Eugene. 
They assured Marist High School that it was 
welcome to continue using their name and 
carrying their charism at their own discretion. 
but because of small numbers within their 
aging ranks, they were unable to offer any of 
the necessary leadership, services or resources 
that were needed for the school to effectively 
move forward.  
 Faced with this reality, the commission, 
including long-time Marist staff members 
who remembered the very positive role of 
the religious at the school as well as newer 
members who recognized the vacuum in 
leadership and structure, overwhelmingly 
advocated exploring the possibility of a new 
affiliation with a teaching order.  To this 
end, members of the commission researched 
religious orders involved with high school 
education. Benedictines, Christian Brothers, 
Jesuits, Dominicans, Holy Cross, Marianists, 
Xaverian, and other orders of religious sisters 
and brothers were all considered.  By the 
fall of 2008, it was clear that affiliation or 
association with an order was not a realistic 
option as most groups were not interested in 
expanding their connections due to limited 
resources and personnel, and many were 
sadly no longer involved in substantial ways 
in secondary education. Equally important in 
the school's considerations were the benefits 
of Marist remaining closely tied with our 
Portland Archdiocese as a "diocesan" school.

WHY LASALLIAN?
 The goal was clear: find a model of highly successful 
schools managed by faith-centered leadership willing to work 
with Marist in a relationship that was collegial, but not binding 
or directive. The best option, it was concluded, that fit that 
goal was the Christian Brothers, also commonly referred to as 
Lasallians.  
 This teaching order was founded by St. John Baptist de La 
Salle, patron saint of teachers, and stood out profoundly as an 
order and organization that was uniquely suited to Marist.  Active 
and experienced in working in a variety of school systems, the 
Christian Brothers from early on understood and prepared for the 
trend from leadership by religious to leadership by laity.  They 
recognized in the late 1980’s that their order needed to explore a 
partnership with the laity in their schools to carry forward their 
mission. They have explicitly stated that their mission does not 
belong just to the Brothers – it is a mission of the Lasallian 
schools themselves. This mission can exist even if no brothers 
are present to guide or embody it firsthand. 
 Marist representatives were encouraged by what they 
had found in their research and in their personal contact with 
representatives of the Christian Brothers schools from Oregon 

and California. The Lasallians were genuinely kind and 
consistently willing to work with Marist staff.  Rick Martin, 
Kathy Yocum, Jerry Ragan, and Rick Gardner (assistant 
principal), attended their first Lasallian Leadership Institute 
Conference in the summer of 2009.  At that first conference, the 
four Marist faculty members discovered, much to their delight, 
that the paths of the Marist Brothers and the Christian Brothers 
are in fact closely tied. See the box below to explore these 
common roots connecting the Marist and Christian Brothers. 
Since that original conference, six more Marist staff members 
have taken advantage of this opportunity to learn from the 
Christian Brothers, and two more will attend for their first time 
this coming spring.
 The Lasallian schools, under the guidance of the Christian 
Brothers headquartered in San Francisco, have been able to 
thrive and remain connected as a large district up and down the 
West Coast.  Because of this, Marist is able to take advantage of 
plentiful opportunities for networking, staff in-service sessions, 
administrative education workshops, and faith formation offered 
in West Coast cities. Better yet, the close proximity of two 
Lasallian schools in the Portland area, La Salle College Prep 
in Milwaukie and De La Salle North Catholic in NE Portland, 
provides convenient access to the Lasallian program in action.  

the ARChIteCtuRe 
OF CAthOLIC CuLtuRe

...on site at Marist High School
Below is a brief summary of the norms found in 

Architects of Catholic Culture (NCEA, 2001) that guided 
the members of Marist's Catholic School Culture Study Commission. 

Architects of Catholic culture act with “intentionality” to nurture the 
Catholic imagination and to connect everything in the school to Christ, the 
gospel, and the Catholic vision.

Given the absence of a religious order and its driving charism, Marist 
must safeguard this intentionality through systematic attention to the 
development and support of the religious dimension of the school’s 
mission.

Architects of Catholic culture consciously endeavor to build a multicultural 
school culture.

Does our campus community reflect the nature of our local 
community? Catholic education began as a service to poor and 
underprivileged children and youth, and by virtue of its success, 
has often come to belong to those with means.  How do we expand 
our admissions to include a broader economic range? How do our 
service projects and programs enliven our multicultural experience 
and appreciation?

Architects of Catholic culture utilize common building blocks to develop 
building plans to support and promote the school’s purpose.

Marist has had much success in its unintentional use of the building 
blocks of Catholic culture – core beliefs and values, heroes and 
heroines, symbols, ritual traditions, history, and cultural players. 
These “carriers” of Catholic faith, however, tend to be very 
personal, reflecting our own upbringing and spirituality and can 
lead to dissension when the school lacks parameters provided by a 
larger framework, be it the charism of a teaching order, or clearly 
delineated guidance from the Archdiocese.

Architects of Catholic culture assist the school community to identify and 
develop its unique charism.

The worldwide Catholic experience is marked by diversity.  We, on our 
small Eugene campus, cannot be all things Catholic. We must learn 
how to define a more universal kind of Catholicism that is a good fit 
for our particular location and for our particular population.

Architects of Catholic culture view the Catholic school as an “educational project” 
whose religious mission and culture demands ongoing attention and renewal.

The Marist Brothers served this function largely by virtue of their 
presence. As members of a religious order, they participated in 
a coherent program of education and formation that they in turn 
infused into the school. When they left, we collectively had no clear 
vision how to maintain a culture animated by their charism. Whether 
we have the guidance of a teaching order or not, we as a Marist staff 
need to maintain an ongoing commitment to education, formation, 
and renewal.

As master builders, architects of Catholic culture engage others in the 
culture building “project.”

The work of the Catholic Culture Commission must be a shared 
venture, spread through the entire staff. Staff members must be hired, 
formed, and evaluated according to their commitment to a defined 
and well-articulated mission and collection of core values. It is not 
enough at Marist to be a qualified and skilled teacher or an effective 
and experienced coach.  More is expected and more is required.

Architects of Catholic culture view themselves as God’s architects.
This is an invitation to slow down, to keep our mission ever before 
us in a posture of humility, to trust the activity of God’s Spirit in 
our work.  It ought also to provide us with patience, forgiveness, 
steadfastness, and dare we say, a sense of humor as we go forward!

Kathy Yocum, Marist English teacher and member of Marist's 2007 Catholic School Culture Study 
Commission, received this note in response to her queries directed to Brother Gerard Rummery, 
Lasallian Historian, about the relationship between the Brothers of de la Salle and 

the Marist Brothers. 
November 16, 2009

Dear Kathy,

 I am Brother Gerard Rummery, de La Salle Brother. Yes, you are quite 

correct. St. Marcellin founds his Congregation in 1817 in the aftermath of 

Napoleon's defeat and the attempts to restart many things closed down by 

the French Revolution in 1792. In his original Rule, St. Marcellin says:

"The Little Brother of Mary (Marist) is to do in the 

small towns and villages what the Brothers of the 

Christian Schools (de La Salle Brothers) do in the 

large towns and cities."

 The Marists a
dopted our important pedagogical writings, notably 

The Conduct of Schools, and were trained in the methods well into the 

20th century. Some sixteen congregations of Brothers were founded in 

France and in Europe, all based on de La Salle's Rule and The Conduct 

of Schools. Yes, much of the French countryside had been left without 

priests and many rural parishes had become very de-Christianized 

... I have lectured to Marist communities in various parts of Europe, 

have stayed in their communities, and in Australia we have a long 

tradition of offering hospitality to one another for Brothers who are 

seeking university residence, etc. Yes, you can be sure that you are in 

full solidarity with the work of de La Salle as you live out your Marist 

heritage.

Wishing you every blessing,

(Brother) Gerard Rummery

ST. JEAN-BAPTISTE DE LA SALLE 
founded the Christian Brothers, the first religious 
teaching order without priests, in 1679 in response to the 
plight of the under-priveleged youth in his hometown of 
Reims, France. De La Salle was a pioneer in the training 
of lay teachers. In 1685, he founded what is generally 
considered the first normal school, that is, a school whose 
purpose is to train teachers. 

ST. MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT 
founded the Marist Brothers in 1817 in response to the needs of 
children in remote villages of France lacking any exposure to the 
Catholic faith after the disruption caused by the French Revolution. 
In the shaping of his congregation, he turned to the writings and 
example of the Christian Brothers. 

Approximately two hundred years ago, the Marist Brothers were doing 
EXACTLY WHAT WE ARE DOING TODAY, leaning on the wisdom, 
strength, passion, and proven success of the Christian Brothers within the 
context of our own educational system.  We are in excellent company!

Background shows a painting by Gregorio Dominguez Gonzalez, or "Goyo" (1960 -present )
of St. Marcellin Champagnat surrounded by students.
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In our next issue...

OTHER AREAS FOR 
CATHOLICITY 

TO GROW
 Marist’s involvement with the Christian 
Brothers has evolved into a crucial piece 
of the school’s 2009 Strategic Plan as 
formally adopted by the board of directors. 
Work is also underway to establish a 
formal mechanism by which all areas of 
school life, from athletics to academics, 
to staff formation and hiring practices, can 
regularly and systematically evaluate their 
own adherence to the school’s core values, 
religious heritage and mission. 
 Another part of the strategic plan 
includes decisions to bolster the visual and 
artistic symbols around campus to better 
highlight and accurately reflect the spiritual, 
academic and co-curricular aspects of the 
school’s mission. In 2010, Marist received 
a substantial anonymous donation as seed 
money to be used to design and begin to 
build this “visual picture” of its spiritual, 
faith-filled dimension. 
 Finally, during the 2009-10 school year, 
representatives from Marist’s staff, student 
body, administration, board of directors, 
and the larger community, crafted a new 
mission statement that would truly capture 
the Marist heritage and be more accessible, 
more succinct, and more memorable.

2007 ACCREDITATION 
REPORT
“Good Job!”

 Marist’s most recent school 
accreditation process was completed in 
May of 2007. The school received the 
highest rating—six years of accreditation.  
The final report commended Marist, finding 
that students had a strong sense of the 
academic, social and spiritual expectations 
of their school and that the profile of a 
Marist graduate had been well developed 
and implemented into the curriculum. The 
report applauded the current efforts to create, 
define, and propagate the Catholic identity 
of the school, but cautioned that there is a 
need to broaden and share this responsibility 
for the Catholic identity of Marist among 
the entire school community.
 This three-part magazine series is 
in fact an effort to respond to this last 
suggestion. We hope that in this article's 

effort to help intentionally shape the 
culture of Marist Catholic High School 
that we are one  that students, staff, 
parents, alumni, and friends of Marist will 
share an understanding of our heritage, a 
view of how we are relevant today in our 
community, and a vision for our school 
for decades to come.

REORGANIZATION
 From 2007 to 2009, concurrent with 
the accreditation process and the work 
of the Catholic Culture Commission, the 
Archdiocese of Portland reorganized its 
schools and parishes within the bankruptcy 
proceedings that involved the entire 
Archdiocese. In 2009, as part of that 
bankruptcy, they formally incorporated 
Marist as Marist Catholic High School, Inc., 
a religious corporation with the Archbishop 
as the sole member.  This corporation is 
organized and must operate exclusively 
for religious, charitable, and educational 
purposes, specifically, to carry out the 
educational mission of the Roman Catholic 
Church.  
 For nearly fifteen years prior to the 
bankruptcy, Marist had operated as a 
Diocesan school, organized with a school 
advisory council that advised the school 
principal when he or she asked for advice. 
The council met six to eight times per 
year and received regular reports from 
the principal regarding matters including 
enrollment, budget, facilities, athletics, 
accreditation reports, proposals for changes 
to policies like dress code, etc…  As a matter 
of governance and authority, the principal 
was under the general supervision of the 
Archdiocesan Superintendent of Schools 
and was given significant responsibility and 
wide discretion to carry out the day-to-day 
operations and management of the school. 
During this time, the school received annual 
donations from the Marist Foundation for 
tuition assistance. The foundation ran an 
annual fund drive as well as the Marist 
Auction and received donations generally 
intended as long-term endowment gifts.
 Today the governance of Marist 
Catholic High School is organized around 
four components  the Marist Board of 
Directors, the principal, the Archdiocese 
(through the superintendent’s office) and 
the Marist Foundation Board. The school’s 

board of directors has the primary responsibility of working with 
and evaluating the principal as he or she works as the “CEO” of 
the school. This board, in its first two years of service, has been a 
key stakeholder in the creation of a long-term strategic plan with 
Catholic identity and quality education as its two cornerstones. 
 Working with the principal, the board is also committed to 
holding the school to sound financial management and operation 
and has already received its first annual formal financial review 
from an independent CPA firm. The board has been active in the 
review and adoption of annual budgets aimed at supporting the goals 
and mission of the school, including opening Marist’s doors even 
wider to students in the community who are interested in gaining its 
exceptional faith-based academic experience.
 The Marist Board of Directors and school administration have 
approved a reshaping of Marist’s development program, including 
the hiring of a full-time director charged with growing the non-
tuition income to the school from about 6% of the annual budget to 
between 18 and 22% (a target routinely achieved by strong Catholic 
schools) over the next three to five years. Tom Simon, in his second 
full year as development director, has brought experience and a deep 
commitment to Catholic education that has already shown great 
results in raising resources even in very difficult economic times.
 The board has also approved the addition of a marketing staff 
member to help with advancing Marist in terms of finding more 
quality students who are ready to work hard and reap the benefits 
of a great faith-filled education, as well as marketing the value of 
Marist to potential benefactors. These marketing and development 
programs are aimed at supporting the goal of moving Marist to a 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?  PLANS FOR 
THE NEXT DECADE AND MORE

In Part III of this series (Summer 2011) we will take a closer 
look at the 2009 Strategic Plan, the facilities needs, and the 
future of Marist Catholic High School moving into the second 
century of Catholic education in Lane County.

“thriving, not just surviving” model of operation.
 The Marist Foundation has reshaped its operations as 
well, moving to more of a board of trustees type role, typical of 
many successful Catholic school models. Its thirteen to fifteen 
members meet monthly or bi-monthly. They monitor and adjust 
the investments held by the foundation for the benefit of the high 
school, administer the Foundation Scholarship Program, and work 
closely with the school, especially the development department, 
to help raise long-term donations to be held by the foundation. It 
has turned over the huge effort of running the annual auction to 
the school’s development department, and utilizes a part-time staff 
member to handle operations and inquiries. Board members hold 
office for three-year terms. The current Marist Foundation Board, 
like the Marist Board of Directors, is made up of a variety of parents, 
former parents, alumni, and community supporters. D

Marist Catholic 
High School is a 
Christ-centered, 

welcoming 
community 
committed 

to academic 
excellence and 

preparing students 
to lead and serve 

others.
Marist High School Mission Statement

adopted in 2010

Board of Directors
Membership, Governance And Responsibilities

The Marist Board of Directors was established in 2009 when it formally adopted Articles of Incorporation 
and By-Laws which spelled out a formal governance structure that brought clear responsibilities and 

accountability to the principal’s office and to the board itself.

The board is made up of no more than thirteen members.
Three members are ex officio: •  the Principal, the Archdiocesen Superintendent of Schools, and the Archdiocesen Director of Finance
The other members are nominated by the existing board and final approval of them as new members comes from the Archbishop• 
Members serve three year terms that are renewable• 
Members serve at the pleasure of the Archbishop• 
Members must be practicing Catholics• 
Current members include alumni, parents of current and former students, and a priest.• 
The board elects a chair and a secretary.•   

Standing committees are Catholic Identity, Finance, Marketing and Development, and Facilities.
Committee membership is selected by the board, and committee members include at-large representatives that need not be • 
practicing Catholics.

The board meets six times each year.

Duties of the board include:
Annual review and formal evaluation of the principal, submitting their final report to the Archbishop of Portland who has ultimate • 
authority in hiring and firing the principal
Review and approval of the school’s annual operational budget, including tuition rate• 
Serving as a key player in strategic planning for the school• 
“Flying at 30,000 feet” - providing big picture oversight, thinking, and input, not day to day policy and management• 

The "Building A School" series of articles are written with contributions  from 
Jay Conroy, MHS Principal; Rick Martin, MHS  Director of Campus Ministry; 
and Kathryn Hart, Marist We Are One Editor.
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 photo from St. Mary's 1946-47 Yearbook

to walk into the Marist gym is to see a place of champions.  
From football in 1973 to boys' golf in 2010, 57 state 
championship banners hang for the school. 93% of the 

current 483 Marist students compete on a sports team. 78% compete 
on two or more of the 27 boys and girls teams. Exemplifying our 
values of leadership, excellence and uniting as one, the Marist 

sporting tradition is a bedrock of the Marist community.  
 The roots of that tradition took hold long ago at St. Mary’s 
in 1946. The Eugene-Springfield area was coming off of a tough 
depression that had turned into a boom with war time demand. After 
the war, the small but tightly knit St. Mary’s High School, with an 
enrollment of 142, was ready to begin the rebuilding of a football 

team that had been suspended during the war years.  
 Given the small size of many Oregon schools at that time, 
six-on-six football was the main game of the Oregon B Class. “It 
was a wide open game,” according to then freshman Jack Adair, “you 
played in lines of three with lots of passing and end-arounds.” The 
game was up-tempo and played in increasingly muddy conditions 

FRONT ROW (left to right) - F. Stickley, R. Bartholomew, R. Krasneski, R. Jungers, T. Brandt, J. Adair, D. Wenzl, 
N. Weitzel, T Peplinski, J. Downing  SECOND ROW - Rev. A. Radakowski (Coach), J. Laharty, J. Condrey, 
J. Greig, R. Furrer, R. Kelly, W. Moody, E. Pedron, B. Jolgen, G. Brown, D. Dendauw, Very Rev. F. P. Leipzig.

as the year progressed. “I  remember once diving for a fumble,” 
laughed team member Jerry Brown. “I slid about six feet and six 
inches into the mud.”
 The team was excited to play, but small in both size and 
numbers. There were only nineteen players and most played both 
ways. Ted Brandt, a star of the team, remembered weighing only 

OUR FIRST BANNER
the St. Mary's Gaels Football title of 1946 
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Marist moved in the fall of 2010 from the 
Oregon 4A classification to the larger 5A 
level. Despite Marist’s being much smaller 
in enrollment than most 5A schools 
(see below), Marist is expected to be 
competitive at this level for many reasons.  
“It’s not about enrollment numbers” stated 
Marist Athletic Director, Sharee Waldron, 
“It’s about encouraging smart, involved 
Marist students to compete at a higher 
level.”  Like the ’46 Gaels, Marist students 
are a tightly knit community who wish to 
play at a high  level of competition.  

GO SPARTANS!
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Bartholomew was a shifty runner with a reliable throwing arm. Jack 
Greig proved to be a punishing fullback with Ted Brandt a speedy 
man to the outside.  Bob Kraneski and Don Dendauw, the largest 
members of the team, dominated as blockers and blew up opposing 
formations when switched over to defense. The undersized Bob Furrer 
held his own with incredible toughness. To compensate for the lack of 

size, the team used all players freely 
and Ted Peplinski, Bill Jolgen, Ray 
Jungers, Don Wenzel, Joe Condrey, 
Jack Downing, Jack Adair, and Norm 
Weitzel all saw plenty of playing 
time.
 The team came off the first game 
with a surprisingly easy 52-26 win 
over Mapleton immediately followed 
by a 47-18 drubbing of rival Elmira.  
Home games at Civic Stadium drew 
a fair crowd as the teammates and St. 
Mary’s followers celebrated victory 
in the school newspaper The Galean.  
The victories continued to pile up 
throughout the fall. 
 In interviewing the former 
players today, not a one seemed to 
realize how dominant they were 
that season. Like many of the recent 
Marist football teams, the St. Mary’s 

Gaels were undefeated  in league play with an 11-0 record. The Gaels 
averaged 41 points per game while holding their opponents to under 
10. The first real test of the season came in the North State Division 
Final with a surprisingly easy victory over rival Pleasant Hill 46-10.
 Going into the state championship game, the Southern Division 
Champion Jacksonville was highly touted. In the lead-up to the game, 
we find no mention of a significant fact in any newspaper articles or 
publicity – the Gaels were playing for something that had never been 
achieved before – to become the first parochial school in state history 

to win a title. The game was played 
at Eugene Civic Stadium in front of 
a sizable crowd.
 Jacksonville proved a much 
larger and tougher team than 
St. Mary’s had ever faced. They 
surprised the Gaels with a first 
quarter fake punt for a touchdown 
and then recovered a fumbled 
kickoff on the ensuing play. The 
Gaels were quickly down 15-0 and 
trailing for the first time all year. In 
the locker room, Ted Brandt recalled 
Coach Coughlin quietly saying only 
four sentences, "This is a sorry 
performance. You have never been 
behind before. I expect more out of 

you. What are you going to do about 
it?” Greig and Brandt recalled that there was no panic. The team 
simply believed they would prevail.
 The second half proved them right. On the opening drive, 
Dendauw took a slant pass over the middle and broke through for a 
touchdown. Two drives later, Greig bulled into the endzone. Early 

145 pounds. Quarterback Bob Bartholomew was even lighter. The 
team was officially led by Father Albert Rodakowski due to the fact 
that a coach had to be a licensed teacher. “He was a man of theology, 
not football,” recalled team member Norm Weitzel. Fortunately, 
an unofficial coaching staff of Francie Coughlin, several parents, 
and students from the University of Oregon helped the team run a 
simplified play book executed 
well and played at high speed.
 St. Mary’s had little money 
at the time. This was the era 
when players still wore leather 
helmets without face guards.  
The practice facility was an 
open field near 18th and Lincoln. 
Players walked from St. Mary’s 
on 11th and Charnelton or piled 
seven or eight into one of the 
senior player's cars. “The police 
got to know us quite well,” 
said Adair, “they were pretty 
forgiving because they thought 
we were good kids from a good 
school.” As the practice field 
turned into a mud bowl, the 
players took to running drills on 
the asphalt of the school lot.
 One should not, however, 
look upon this "old school" team as simply a quaint anachronism.  
The players on this squad were remarkably quick and tough. Francie 
Coughlin drilled into the boys a strong work ethic and expected high 
performance. Many of the players also came from families with jobs 
that required constant physical labor. There was a tightness to this 
team that has endured in friendships still held today. “Most of us on 
that team had been together since first grade,” said Brown. “We knew 
each other well and we knew instinctively what our teammates would 
do. There was a real expectation that you had to be your best because 
there was no one else to take 
your place. You played no matter 
what because you did not want 
to let your teammates down.” 
Three of the players still golf and 
go out for breakfast regularly 64 
years after that championship 
season.
 The St. Mary’s Gaels  entered 
the 1946 season as an unknown. 
The Catholic community of 
Eugene consisted mainly of the 
St. Mary’s community, although 
the new pastor, Fr. Leipzig, 
was increasingly introducing 
St. Mary’s to the larger area. 
Catholic schools participated in 
regular leagues but had never had 
success at the state level. “We really had no idea how well we would 
play,” remembered Brandt, “we just knew that we would play.”
 What quickly became apparent was that this team was 
fast and executed basic fundamentals well. Quarterback Bob 

in the fourth quarter, Kraneski, an eligible 
lineman, surprised Jacksonville with a wide 
open catch for 6 and the lead. With the score 
now 21-15, the Gaels dug in to stop the final 
Jacksonville drive with Brandt intercepting 
what would have been the 
tying touchdown in the end 
zone. The Gaels were state 
champions for the first time in 
school history! 
 ‘There was much 
whooping and hollering in 
the stands,” remembered then 
freshman John Breeden, but 
suprisingly little coverage 
beyond the next day's Register 
Guard article. A banquet was 
held that December in honor 
of the team but no trophy 
was ever made for the team. 
Several of the fathers worked 
together with a local jeweler 
to make small golden football 
pins stamped with blue letters “SM – 1946 
State Champions.” Greig still keeps his pin 
on his keychain to this day.
 St. Mary’s is the first in the legacy of our 
Eugene Catholic high schools: St. Mary’s, 
St. Francis and Marist. The players of ’46, 

like the players of today, were playing as a 
small school up against larger opponents. 
They played with quickness and toughness, 
united in a spirit we now recognize and 
cheer as our motto, We Are One. This team 

set the precedent for a small 
parochial school having 
the faith and determination 
to beat all comers. They 
expected much of themselves 
and used that expectation to 
achieve excellence. Rightly, 
a banner for this team and 
the basketball championship 
team of St. Francis should be 
hanging in our gym. To that 
end, members of the team will 
be invited to a banner raising 
at the Marist Spring Sports 
Assembly on April 26.  We will 
also welcome members of this, 
our first championship team, to 
the Marist Auction, “Be True To 

Your School,” on May 14 in acknowledgement 
of their lasting contribution. •

2009-2010 OSAA 
Average Daily Membership Report

5A Classification
School
Cleveland Warriors
Woodburn Bulldogs 
Willamette Wolverines 
Wilson Trojans
Hermiston Bulldogs 
West Albany Bulldogs 
Bend Lava Bears
Mountain View Cougars 
Springfield Millers 
Summit Storm 
Sherwood Bowmen 
Liberty Falcons
Putnam Kingsmen 
Hood River Valley Eagles 
South Albany Rebels 
Lebanon Warriors 
Sandy Pioneers 
Milwaukie Mustangs 
Corvallis Spartans 
Silverton Foxes 
Churchill Lancers 
Eagle Point Eagles 
Benson Techmen 
Dallas Dragons 
Ashland Grizzlies 
Crescent Valley Raiders 
Parkrose Broncos 
Franklin Quakers 
Wilsonville Wildcats 
Marshfield Pirates 
St. Helens Lions 
North Eugene Highlanders 
The Dalles Wahtonka Eagle Indians 
Pendleton Buckaroos 
*Madison Senators 

*Marist Spartans 
*Jefferson Democrats

Enrollment
1503
1447
1426 
1412 
1411 
1404 
1394 
1330 
1317 
1292 
1278 
1261 
1244 
1228 
1210 
1194 
1185 
1160 
1143 
1132 
1122 
1110 
1045 
1038 
1023 
1013
987 
984 
979 
976 
966 
952 
947 
906 
797 

489 
465

* = school choosing to play above assigned classification

TOP ROW (from left to right) - Very Rev. Francis P. Leipzig, J. Condrey, R. Krasneski, J. 
Greig, R. Bartholomew, T. Peplinski.  CENTER  - Most Rev. Edward D. Howard, D.D., Rev 
A. Rodakowski.  KNEELING - T. Brandt, B. Jolgen

The team was honored in December of 1946 with a banquet at St. Mary’s to celebrate their title.

Still living in Eugene, 1946 St. Mary’s team members Ted Brandt, Jerry Brown and Jack Greig visited Marist this winter to 
share these stories. Nine of the 19 players are still alive and live throughout the Pacific Northwest.

MHS Development Director Tom Simon is an 
avid collector of anecdotes, tales and memories 
that help to tell the St. Mary's, St. Francis, and 
Marist story. 

There 
was a real 

expectation 
that you had 

to be your 
best because 

there was 
no one else 
to take your 

place.
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Academic
Strategies

LAYING THE 
GROUNDWORK FOR 

CLASSROOM SUCCESS
photo by Toni Cooper

M
arist Catholic High School is known for academic 
excellence and the school's curriculum is designed 
to serve students whose capacities lie along a broad 
spectrum of academic ability. Students enter Marist 

with a wide array of talents and skills and come from a variety of 
different educational settings that prepare them for the rigors of a 
college prep high school to greater and lesser degrees.
 While the honors and Advanced Placement classes are well 
known and greatly contribute to Marist’s stellar reputation, equally 
important is our lesser known Academic Strategies program. The 
Academic Strategies class is available to students who come to Marist 
with the desire to succeed but who lack some of the essential skills 
to be successful in a challenging school setting.  This class provides 
the structure and individual attention that many students need to help 
them make a successful transition to high school, and to prepare them 
to go on to pursue higher levels of education. 
 The Academic Strategies class was originally created in 1999 by 
Cindy Roelofs who then served as Marist’s Academic Dean. Roelofs 
taught the class for three years. Several teachers continued the work 
until 2006, when I requested the position. As Freshman Counselor, I 
had the opportunity to meet with the majority of incoming students 
and their parents. Over the years, I frequently met students whose 
self confidence had been shaken by their struggles to adapt to a 
higher level of academic expectations at Marist than that to which 

they were accustomed.  Parents often commented that their children 
felt overwhelmed with the work load. I worked closely with these 
families to encourage them to stick with it and tried to provide them 
with ways to manage the transition.  
 In 2006, realizing that much of my time was already being 
spent with a particular group of students needing a consistent and 
structured level of attention, I suggested that I take on the Academic 
Strategies class so that I would be able to work systematically with 
students four to five days per week. My first class was made up of 
twenty-eight students. Numbers have ranged from eighteen to thirty 
in its eleven years of existence. In years where the numbers are larger, 
two sections of the class have been offered. In this class, we focus on 
time management, goal setting, test taking, note taking strategies, and 
the acquisition of organizational skills.
 Initially, Academic Strategies was offered for just one semester. 
Three years ago, as the success of the program had become clear, we 
decided to extend the class to a full year by incorporating a freshman 
level science course, Applied Physical Science, taught by physics and 
chemistry teacher Ryan Moser, into the original curriculum. Students 
are now able to earn 3.5 science credits and be eligible to enroll in 
Advanced Placement science courses by their senior year if they so 
choose. Prior to this change, Academic Strategies students did not take 
science until their sophomore year, which meant that none of these 
students had the opportunity to acquire enough credits to be eligible 

for the Advanced Placement science courses while still at Marist. 
 Currently the class is designed to help students learn strategies 
as well as to provide academic support for their other classes using a 
variety of methods. The class is aimed at priming students to manage 
their time, study effectively, and get the most out of their time spent in 
class. These skills run the gamut from maintaining an orderly binder 
and locker to concept mapping and note taking. An example of a 
recent assignment was to use a template from the Cornell note taking 
method, a system developed by Cornell University professor Walter 
Pauk some forty years ago, with an article from our own Spartan Spear. 
Students partnered up and discussed the important facts of the article 
and then we debriefed as a group. After this exercise, they were asked 
to use the same note taking method in their World History class.
 Given the small size of the Academic Strategies class, lessons can 
be adjusted to the individual needs of students.. The class covers a 
variety of individual strategies and students are required to implement 
the ones that work best for them. For example, many students love 
their planner and could never part with that system of tracking 
assignments. However, for some students the planner does not work. 
I have a student who uses an assignment sheet instead. He found that 
putting assignment sheets in each of his notebooks was more effective. 
While one student may need the incentive (or threat!) of random 
locker checks to reinforce organizational skills, another may need 
simple reminders to check Powerschool, Marist's student information 

"I would say the Academic 
Strategies definitely helped me 
not only adjust to my freshman 
year, but prepared me for the years 
ahead. The number one thing it 
taught me was that people are not 
just going to hand me things. I 
have to go and collect information 
on my own and take initiative to 
get the help I need ... it made me 
feel accountable for the grades 
good and bad that I received. After 
receiving a good grade, I knew that 
I had worked hard for that and I 
deserved that, and I could use that 
study method again to continue to 
do well in school. But it also made 
me want to change bad habits, 
and search for ways to improve 
everything that I did scholastically 
when I received a bad grade ... All 
of this has made me realize that I 
can complete so much more than 
I ever thought I could ... I now 
encourage myself to take honors 
and AP level classes, and today I 

can proudly say 
that my hard work 
is paying off."

Haley Marsh
current MHS junior

14    MARIST QUARTERLY WINTER 2011    15



  

 

Ta ke We tracked down the chairs of 
this year's Marist Auction to be held on 

Saturday, May 14, current parent Tina Auld 
and past parent Molly Elder, and because

 we know they’re busy, we promised to ask only

   5 questions in less than  5 minutes.

system and online grading program. Often, this sort of individual 
attention is what the student really needs the most. 
 We have recently moved the class into the computer lab so that 
students can focus on computer-based study skills and benefit from 
many of the effective software programs commonly used in similar 
university level programs.  With easy access to school computers, 
students are able to practice research skills and become more 
proficient in the use of applications such as Microsoft Word and 
Excel. The availability of computers also allows students to use their 
class time to check Powerschool.
 Students are placed in Academic Strategies for a number of 
different reasons --- placement test scores, middle school grades, teacher 
recommendations, and parent requests. The program has assisted over 
one hundred students since 2006. Twenty-nine out of thirty-three in 
the past two years have gone on to further their education either at a 
two-year or four-year university.
 Many universities offer similar classes to help students find success 
at the university level. We have looked very closely at several of these 
classes and have applied many of the principles to our high school 
program. We try to emphasize the fact that we all learn differently and 
that therefore a good understanding of one’s own learning style and 
accompanying strategies can go a long way to avoiding the frustrations 
and setbacks that arise when abilities and expectations collide. 
 When parents or students question the value of an entire 
class period devoted to study strategies, I try to explain to them 
that this class offers a great opportunity for students to adjust and 
accommodate themselves to the classroom demands of a rigorous 
high school curriculum. I tell them that the skills learned here will 
help their student with all of their other classes. Their success at the 
high school level will prepare them to enter college equipped with 
vital independent study skills and habits. 
 Over and over again, I have spoken with parents who are unaware 
of the opportunities offered by Academic Strategies. More than once, I 
have talked to parents who have one, maybe two, maybe more of their 
children enrolled in, or even graduated from, Marist who are unaware 
of the support the school can provide to another child who would 
benefit from an extra bit of structure and support.
 For better or for worse, I have found that Marist has the reputation of 
being an elite, highly demanding academic institution in our community. 
While we do in fact demand a lot of our students and have expectations 
that they work to reach their own fullest potential, we are also invested 
in helping each student reach his or her goals. We work and pray hard to 
meet each student as a wonderfully unique and God-given creation. 
 Recently we received a $5000 grant from the Chambers 
Foundation to underwrite the Academic Strategies Program. My 
hope is that this gift can fund more teacher and counselor training. 
We know that all freshmen and new students need time to adjust to 
a new school. Academic Strategies helps to give students the sense of 
confidence that he or she can succeed. D

"Academic Strategies really helped 
me get organized and begin seeing 

what it was I would have to do 
to prepare myself for college over 

the next four years. I use the 
organization skills I learned that 
year all the time as a junior. The 

idea of having different binders for 
each class truly made my life much 

easier and improved my grades 
greatly. I definitely 

see myself using 
these techniques in 

college." 

Tyler Beyerlein
current MHS junior

"Having more 
time to study and 

work on homework 
during the school 

day did a lot to 
reduce stress when 

I was in high school ...The key to 
my success has been the ability to 

become a better note taker."

Bryant King, a 2009 MHS graduate in his sophomore year 
at Oregon State University

Shari Pimental has a B.S. from Judson Baptist College 
and a Masters in Education from George Fox University. 
She and Ryan Moser team teach the combined Academic 
Strategies and Applied Physics class. She also serves as 
Marist's Director of Counseling, Freshmen Counselor, 
Activities Director, and Head Volleyball Coach.

5Ta ke5 We tracked down the chairs of 
this year's Marist Auction to be held on 

Saturday, May 14, current parent Tina Auld 
and past parent Molly Elder, and because

 we know they’re busy, we promised to ask only

   5 questions in less than  5 minutes.

Q  

Thanks for taking five minutes to talk with me.  You are already well 
into planning an event that takes hundreds of hours of time, involves 
over 20% of the students and a hundred other volunteers.  Why in the 
world would you volunteer to do this?    
Tina:  (Laughs) Oh my gosh!  The reason I do it is because I believe in the 

school.  It’s a worthy cause.
Molly:  (Laughs as well)  I was crazy – but I wanted to give back to the 

high school that has given so much to my daughter. 

 This year’s theme is “Be True to Your School!”  What school did 
you graduate from?  And, if you don’t mind, what year?
Tina:  I graduated from Roseburg in 1977.  We were the Roseburg 
Indians.
Molly:  I graduated from Astoria in 1973.  We were the Astoria 

Fishermen.  All Norwegians. Even remember the cheer we did:
   "Lutefisk, lutefisk, lefsa, lefsa
   Ve are da Fisherman
   Sure ve are, ya bethcha!"

Aside from the chance to watch you, Molly, perform that cheer in 
person, what can we expect on the evening of the auction and what 
should a person wear?
Tina:  To be transported back to the early 1960’s, before cell phones and 

the internet, where everything was real and nothing was virtual! 
We are busy procuring some fantastic Silent Auction packages and 
you will be able to shop and mingle with friends, old and new, as 
students entertain you in American Bandstand fashion. The Live 
Auction is looking great too - watch our website for details! Enjoy a 
tasty dinner, bid on your favorite items, and stick around afterwards 
for some dancing! 

Molly:  What to wear… Most important, dress comfortable because we 
want to have a good time! Then, for fun, if you want to get into the 
60's feel of the night -  think retro 60’s before we turned the corner into 
the psychedelic 70's: anything from the Beach Boys surf look to the 
British Invasion "mod" style, from Jackie O pillbox hats and tailored suits 
with pearls to shift dresses and pantyhose, from  miniskirts and go-go 
boots to cropped trousers and flats or tennis shoes ...Guys, pull out your 
old letterman sweaters or jackets, khakis, button-downs, plaid shirts, 
narrow pants, and skinny ties.

What are your hopes for this year’s auction?
Tina:  That everyone come out, gets involved, and that we raise a ton of 

money for Marist.
Molly:  And that we raise those dollars to have a big impact for the school 

in 2011, 2012 and beyond.

Any final message for the Marist community?
Tina:  Come May 14!  Have fun!  Help make this auction the best 
ever!
Molly:  Auction chairs can’t raise the money alone.  Neither can 

principals or a development director.  We need the help of 
the whole Marist community to keep this the wonderful 

2011 Auction Chairs Tina Auld
 ond Molly Elder

Q  

Q  

Q  

Q  
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A
mong the many people and 
things that make Marist the 
great place that we love is the 
opportunity for our young 

musicians to develop their skills in 
the elective class, Rock Band.  Marist 
is unique in the state of Oregon in 
offering a music class geared toward 
the rock/pop musician. Standard 
music curriculum provides for classes 
in concert and jazz bands, but does 
not provide a learning laboratory 
for kids who want to pursue music 
outside of those genres.  Enter: 
Marist Rock!  
 This class is an exploratory 
ensemble which practices and 
performs classic rock music, 
breathing new life into it by the 
millennium generation.  Not only 
is it a kick for the parents to hear 
“their” music served up by the young 
players and singers, it opens the eyes 
and ears of the students to the great 
history of rock and roll.
 Rock music has now been 
a loved art form for over half a 
century. Longevity certainly breeds 
validation.  In the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, jazz music was still 
looked upon as an “illegitimate” 
style in music education.  Pioneering 
band and choir directors at that 
time, many of whom were working 
jazz musicians, pushed to bring 
that very noble art form into the 
accepted music curriculum.  The rest 
is history.  Today, almost every high 
school across the country features a 
jazz big band, and usually combos as 
well.  What we are doing at Marist 
follows this same thinking.  As art 
forms come of age, they need to be 
addressed by our programs. 

 This class meets four days a 
week, researching and preparing 
tunes to be performed in their 
quarterly concerts.  Six years ago, 
the class started with five kids and 
me doing blues-based rock music 
(Stones, Chuck Berry, etc.).  It has 
grown to around 24 students that 
sometimes form two to three bands 
performing music that has stood the 
test of time.  
 The year starts with the bands 
playing an entire classic album.  Past 
years have featured Dark Side of 
The Moon and Wish You Were Here 
by Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin II, and 
other timeless recordings. This past 
fall, we performed the Beatles' Abbey 
Road. Our winter concert highlights 
mini-tributes to rock’s greatest artists.  
This winter we will focus on sets by 
Queen, Billy Joel, Styx, Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, and Stevie Wonder.
 Past tributes have included the 
music of The Who, Van Halen, Tom 
Petty, Elton John, the Rolling Stones, 
and a long list of others.  At our final 
concert, students perform a playlist 
of songs picked by our seniors.  I have 
always been impressed by the quality 
and sophistication of the music the 
kids propose - so, as long as the lyrics 
are clean and the spirit of the music 
is positive, we go for it! At the end of 
each semester, we go to a professional 
recording studio to make a cd.  This 
gives the musicians the experience of 
the recording process and serves as 
their final exam for the class.
 Each year, the class gets to 
name themselves.  Over the years, 
parents and students have 

enjoyed performances by groups as 
diverse as Avatar, Reuben and the 
Jets, and Blue Fish.  This year’s group 
calls themselves Malicious Mango 
and features two keyboards, three 
guitarists, four bass players, two 
drummers and five vocalists.  The 
musicians are rotated in and out, song 
by song, and end up being involved in 
at least four tunes at each show.  The 
vocal students get the opportunity to 
do lead and background/harmony 
parts.  The end result of this is a 
wonderful and unique experience 
for our Marist musicians and a great 
pressure release from the academic 
load they all carry!
   Come rock out with us at our 
upcoming gigs! The Mini-Tributes 
show is on March 17 and the 
Student Picks concert is on May 
26th.  On May 14, we can be seen 
at Marist's Annual Auction, where 
we will be doing a set of Beach Boys 
tunes  Come do the watusi and sing 
along with us! We will also be part 
of "The Last Waltz - The Best of 
Marist Arts" show in June. Hope 
to see you at the big gigs – LONG 
LIVE ROCK!

(All photos by Toni Cooper.)  1. Senior Joe 
Landry lays it down! 2. Sophomore Jackson 

Bedbury is wailing! 3. Senior Savannah 

J oh n s o n 
croons! 4. Senior Garrett 

Meeks grooves. 5. Junior Andrew McIntyre 
lays in the chords. 6. Senior Cassie Harrison 
is feeling it! 7. Sophomore Bailey Pierce provides 
the bottom. 8. Sophomore Joe McLaughlin 
on mandolin! 9. Junior Kendra Greenwell - 

always in 
tune! - Backed up by freshman 

Justin Wisner, locking it in. 10. Thrashing and 
crashing - senior Justin Geertsen! 11. Malicious 
Mango pays tribute to the Fab Four. 12. MHS 
is guitar friendly! - Joe Landry, Garret Meeks 
and Ben Fish. 13. The many faces of sophomore 
Ben Fish  – the blues buster! 14. Savannah 
Johnson and Kendra Greenwell-a perfect blend.

Jim Reinking,
Marist High School's 
Director of Bands and Choir, 
has been at MHS for 24 
years and remains an active 
performer in the Oregon 
music scene in rock, jazz and 
classical genres.

ENTER: MARIST   ROCK  !   
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The 2011 Mr. Spartan Pageant is 
just around the corner. The nine 

male contestants and eleven female 
partners began their fundraising for the 
Children's Miracle Network in January 
and have two month of activities 
planned until the always-entertaining 
Mr. Spartan Pageant in the Marist gym 
on April 2nd. Go to marisths.org for 
more info on contact Julie Ferrari at 
jferrari@marisths.org.

Marist athletics met the challenge of 
5A head on this fall. The football 

team played in the 5A title game against 
an equally talented Sherwood team only 
to lose by a field goal in OT 23-26. Eight 
Marist players were named to the 5A All-
State Team including seniors Matthew 
Devereux, who earned 1st Team for 
offense and defense, and Logan Silver and 
Logan Mayes who were named the 5A 
Offensive and Defensive Players of the 
Year respectively. 

In other state competition, girls soccer 
made it to the semi-final's, volleyball made 
it to the quarter-final's, boys soccer made 
it to the 1st round of state, and the cross 
country girls earned 8th at state while the 
boys took 12th. 

Marist sits at the top of the fall standings 
for the 5A Oregonian Cup award.

Holiday Giving

Fall Athletic Wrap-Up

The 2010 football team awaits the start of the state 
championship game in December.

English teacher Kathy Yocum, one of the few faculty 
members who remembers working with the Marist 
Brothers, shares her memories after participating in 
a fun-filled gift holiday gift exchange.

BACk ROw: Ray Ferrari, Logan Silver, Kevin Haskin, Taylor 
McAdams, Blaine Patrick Werner, Micah Stratton, Carson 
Kiesewetter, Tate McCurdy, and Tyler Wagner. FRONT ROw: 
Morgan Duckworth, Krysta Lajoie, McKenzie Tritt, Madison 
Hiday, Claire Koester, Mercedes Yturri, Laura Whalen, Katie 
Kline, Carlee Stiltner, Audrey Hart and Taylor Harwood.

Right: Junior Adri 
Cardani and her 

mother, Sheryl, 
enjoy a game of 

Bingo.
Far Right: Junior 
Alexa Biby and 

her father, Lloyd, 
learn the foxtrot 

at the Father 
Daughter Dinner 

Dance.

The Marist Volunteer Program, the 
National Honor Society and the 

Marist student body have helped multiple 
families so far this year. Over 200 coats 
were collected for the 20/30 Club; $1800 
was given to the Eugene Mission for 
Thanksgiving meals; over 60 pints of 
blood were donated to the Lane Memorial 
Blood Bank; and food, personal items 
and over $600 was collected for Catholic 
Relief Services to provide holiday dinners 
and gifts for the less fortunate.

This January the Marist staff 
gathered for its annual Epiphany 

retreat in the Marist library for a day 
of sharing and reflection. After a light-
hearted gift exchange, the staff members 
who were friends and colleagues of the 
Marist Brothers, shared stories of the 
Brothers, who were called back to the 
East Coast in the 90's, so as to not forget 
their legacy of caring and hard work.

The Marist Parent Association has 
been busy this year. MPA, formerly 

known as PALS, has hosted delicious 
thank-you luncheons for the staff and once 
again organized the very popular  Father 
Daughter Dinner Dance. MPA also added 
a fun and well-attended Bingo party last 
November, sure to become an anticipated 

event for the community each year..

Sharing Our History

Marist Parent Association Keeps Things Rollin'
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Mr. Spartans Gearing Up
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photo by Colton Hansen '11

Marist Theatre Happenings

Junior Michael Busse and senior Lauren Taylor 
as Adam and Eve emerge from creation in the 
recent Marist production of Children of Eden.

This January the Marist Theatre 
Department presented Children 

of Eden directed by Marist theatre 
teacher Tony Rust. 

The play told the story of Genesis 
through song and dance and some 
beautiful solos by the talented students. 
Long time Marist music teacher Jim 
Reinking conducted a live orchestra of 
six musicians including our new strings 
teacher, Alisa Kincade. 

The next Marist production will be 
William Shakespeare's Hamlet. The 
dates are March 11th, 12th, 18th and 
19th. All show start at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Marist Bob Devereaux Theatre.

Students Honor Those Who Have Served

National Catholic Schools Week 

In November, the Marist Student Council, 
four of whom are Eagle Scouts, gathered 

the student body and staff at the end of 
a school day for a special recognition of 
Veteran's Day. A simple flag ceremony 
preceded a school-wide recitation of 
the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a 
reading of the names of former Marist 
students and Marist family members who 

have served in or are in training for the 
military. The service concluded with a reflection on veterans by Principal Jay Conroy. 
Students and staff members had the next day off of school to celebrate the national holiday 
in honor of the men and women who have served in the armed forces.

As the tradition goes, students from 
Marist, O’Hara, and St. Paul gathered 

at Marist to celebrate National Catholic 
Schools Week with a special Mass in 
February. Fr. Steve Clovis from St. Paul 
and Fr. Mark Bachmeier from St. Mary's 
were both given a standing ovation for 
their combined 20+ years of service to our 
Catholic community as both pastors are in 
their last year in their respective positions.

Marist Sends Love 
and Prayers to 

Grieving Families 
at South Eugene

After the tragic loss of two 
South Eugene High School 

boys in a freak accident on the 
coast in early February, Marist 
students wore purple in solidarity 
with South Eugene and sent this 
picture and cards to the high 
school and the boys' families.

MPA Takes Charge of 
Marist Mercantile

Thanks to the MPA, Marist merchandise 
is now easier than ever to purchase 
at the new Marist Mercantile open 
at home games or available online 
at www.marisths.org. 

Proceeds go to tuition assistance. 
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Juniors 
Amy Miller, 
Hanna Mack, 
and Maddie 
Whalen bring 
their class 
donations to 
the gym.

2001 graduate and St. Paul kindergarten teacher 
Kristin Stacy files her kids out of the gym after the All 
Catholic Schools Mass. 

Fr. David Cullings leads the congregation at the All 
Catholic Schools Mass in applauding Fr. Steve Clovis 
and Fr. Mark Bachmeier for their years of service.

MHS Student Council members raise the flag in honor 
of veterans.
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CONTINUE THE LEGACY OF
 CATHOLIC EDUCATION

If you benefitted from the education you received from St. Mary’s, St. Francis, or Marist, 
pass that gift on to the next generation.  

Over 240 alumni and friends of 
Marist have answered the call by 
contributing over $96,000 to the 
Marist Annual Appeal. We need 
your help to continue the climb to 
OUR GOAL OF $175,000.

Thank you for your support throughout the year for our mailings, the phone-a-thon 
and online giving. Your gift helps a student receive a great Marist education.

Thank you also to those who gave in honor of members of the Marist community. 

$175,000

$96,000We are grateful to the families of Rollo Morris and Shirley Pfeffer
 for giving memorial gifts to Marist in this last year. 

Former Foundation Board Member George Morris 
asked that funeral gifts given in remembrance of 
his father, Rollo Morris,  be added to the Marist 
Foundation. God bless the Morris family for 
making Marist part of Rollo’s legacy.

Shirley Pfeffer loved to attend Marist baseball 
games. Her son, Mike Eyster, asked that gifts 
given in honor of Shirley be given to the Marist 
baseball program.   We are honored to thank Mike 
and his family for making a sport Shirley loved 
part of her remembrance.

 
Thomas Bricher '54 died on 
September 30, 2010. He was the 
grandfather of Jacob Cornwell '12 and 
Nathan Cornwell '10. 

Marita Campbell, former cook and 
kitchen aid at Marist High School,  
died January 27, 2011 at the age of 70.  
She lived in La Pine, Oregon with her 
husband Harry. They just celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on December 
31, 2010. Rita enjoyed painting, sewing 
and her family. She is survived by her 
husband Harry; her children, Theresa 
Ward, Mary Campbell ‘82, Harry 
Campbell, II ‘84, Deborah Catambay ’85, 
and  Daniel Campbell ’86; fifteen 
grandchildren of which include Laurie 
Campbell ’10 and Kristina Campbell '13; 
and one great grandchild.

Jill (Richardson) Hall '92, Class 
Valedictorian, died Nov 21, 2010 at 
the age of 36. She is survived by her 
husband Matt Hall, of Sunnyvale, 
California and her parents David and 
Judy Richardson of Eugene. Jill worked 
in the legal department of Yahoo! in the 
Bay Area.

Rollo Morris, father of George 
Morris, former Marist Foundation 
Chairman, and 
grandfather of Joe 
Morris ’99, and 
Kevin Morris ’01, 
died November 14, 
2010 at the age of 
90.  Rollo was a long 
time Lane County 
educator who served 
as the last principal 
and superintendent at 
Westfir High School.

Kelly O’Neil ’70 
died January 15, 
2011. He lived in 
Ventura, California. 
Kelly enjoyed 

1949
Brother Tolbert "Toby" McCarroll, 
a member of the Hall of Fame at Marist 
HS, has written a new book, Seasons: 
Through A Year With A Contemporary 
Monastic Family. It is a companion 
to his popular A Winter Walk. Brother 
Toby is co-founder of projects for 
children impacted by AIDS in California, 
Romania, and Uganda. He resides at 
Starcross Monastic Community in 
Annapolis, California.

1995
Andrew Chipps and his wife, Mindy, 
celebrated the birth of their third son, 
Oliver Benjamin Chipps on March 2, 
2010.Oliver has two older brothers, Elijah 
and Carter. They live in Portland, Oregon.

2002 
Chris Hendrix '02 and Amy Stevely '03 
were married on August 28, 2010 in 
Eugene. Amy works for Synergy @ the 
Slocum Clinic and Chris is the operations 
manager at McKenzie Sew-On.

2003 
Tyler Clark & Katelyn (O’Hara) Clark 
welcomed a daughter – Lilly Jane Clark 
on September 27, 2010.  Both are in their 
fourth year of Medical & Dental School 
at OHSU.   and will graduate in June 
2011, Katelyn from Medical School, 
Tyler from Dental School.  Katelyn plans 
on being a general surgeon. Tyler plans 
on working as a general family dentist.  
They married in 2006.

Rebecca (Sotelo) Demers and her 
husband welcomed their third child, 
Natalie Rose, in April of 2010. Natalie 
joins her older brothers John (Oct. 2007) 
and Luke ( Dec. 2009).

2006
Tyler Hulett was profiled this last fall 
in Notre Dame Magazine regarding his 
$5,000 award for taking second place 
in a business plan design competition 
sponsored by the university.  Tyler’s plan 
involved the development of a kit that 
cancer hospitals could use to expand stem 
cells derived from umbilical cord blood.  
The article follows their development of 
the plan and the efforts of investors to 
bring the idea to market.

Class of 1971 - It's been 40 years 
since we graduated from Marist High 
School. How about we get together this 
summer and celebrate this milestone? 
Please send an e-mail to Benny Lawson 
at belawson@na.ko.com indicating your 
interest.  I am looking for a few people 
to help plan the event, and looking to see 
how many we can get to come celebrate.

Class of 1991 - Yes, it has been almost 
20 years since Hannibal Lecter was on 
the big screen for the first time and Phil 
Collins won album of the year with 
"Another Day in Paradise." I’m sure a 
few of you have “Vogue” on your iPod.
Planning is underway for a reunion in 
the summer of 2011.  If interested please 
contact Kevin Lee at kevinjlee95@
gmail.com.

If you wish to honor a loved one, or direct gifts given in memory of a loved one, Marist is grateful 
for being your choice for those memorials. We are happy to talk to you about the various parts of 
our program that need assistance to ensure that your gifts go where they can help most.  We will 
also track any additional gifts given and give you the contact information to thank those who add 
additional memorial gifts

reading, sports, and the outdoors. He 
loved being with his family and friends. 
Kelly was the son of Jack and Kathleen 
O’Neil (deceased) and is survived by his 
daughter, Marisa Brinn and grandson, 
Dylan, as well as his seven siblings: Pat 
O’Neil ’59, Mike O’Neil ’60, Tim O’Neil 
’62, Molly O’Neil Wirch ’63, Dan O’Neil 
’65, Peter O’Neil ’67; and Peggy O’Neil 
Colistro ’71. 

Shirley Pfeffer, grandmother of Zachary 
Eyster '12, died of a stroke on November 
17, 2010. She was 90 years old.

Georgia Louise Smith ’49 died 
February 8, 2011 in Carson, California 
of cancer.

Thomas J Sperling’52 passed away 
August 13, 2010. 

2010
Brady Kirkpatrick was mentioned as 
one of the top University of Maryland 
pitching prospects in Press Box Online 
reviewing Maryland sports.

 For more information on memorial giving, please contact the Marist Development Office
 at (541) 681-5470 or maristdevelopment@marisths.org. 

CLASS NOTES

reunions

in memorium

The Michael J. Dwyer Memorial Golf
Tournament will be held July 9, 2011

at RiverRidge Golf Course.

Save the Date!

Invitation to follow
For questions, please contact Ryan Dwyer at 503.680.1086

MJD

in memorium (cont.)CLASS NOTES (cont.)
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 11 Irish Echo Concert to benefit Project Starfish, Marist 
Activity Center, Call John Stacy at 342-8073 for tickets.

 11-12 Hamlet by William Shakespeare, 7:30pm, Marist Theatre.

 16 Winter Music Concerts  Jazz & Concert Bands, Reflections 
Choir, Marist Strings Ensemble, 7:30pm, Marist Theatre. 

 17 Marist Rock Band, 7:30pm, Marist Theatre. 

18-19 Hamlet by William Shakespeare, 7:30pm, Marist Theatre.

21-25 Marist Spring Break – School Closed.

 2 Mr. Spartan Competition, 7:00pm, Marist Gym.

 4 Founder’s Day Mass – 11:05am, Main Gym.
 14 40th  Marist Auction “Be True to Your School.”
  5:00pm-11:30pm, Marist Gym and Activity Center.
 25 Spring Music Concerts, Jazz & Concert Bands, Reflections 

Choir, Marist Strings Ensemble, 7:30pm, Marist Theatre.
 26 Marist Rock Band, 7:30pm, Marist Theatre.

 4 "The Last Waltz Concert - The Best of Marist Arts," 7:30pm 
Marist Theatre.

 11 Class of 2011 Graduation Ceremony
  11:00am-1:00pm, Marist Gym.

 9 Michael J. Dwyer Memorial Golf Outing, 9:45am, 
River Ridge Golf Course. Contact Ryan Dwyer, 
ryand23@hotmail.com for more details.

 30 Marist Alumni Barbeque, 11:30-3:30pm, Marist Courtyard.

arch

pril

une

uly

Marist HigH scHool
D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e
1900 Kingsley Drive
Eugene, OR 97401
maristdevelopment@marisths.org

Change Service Requested

C A L E N D A R  o f

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Eugene OR 97401

Permit 242

Marist’s Annual Auction
Marist’s Annual Auction

12

6

9
3

11
10

8 7 5
4

2
1

SAT 14 MAY

Save the Date !

Visit  h t t p : / / a u c t i o n . m a r i s t h s . o r g   for weekly updates!


