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“In education, there are no shortcuts, no utopias and no silver bullets.  For 
certain there are no magic feathers that enable elephants to fly.”  

Diane Ravitch, The Death and Life of the Great American School System.

 
Two recent happenings in the world of education are worth our attention: the close of the 

2011 Oregon state legislature with another round of changes to our public education system, 
and the release in 2010 of the documentary, Waiting for Superman.  I urge you to consider 
them both, with Ravitch’s wise reservation foremost in mind.
 Superman notes that spending in the U.S. on K-12 schooling, adjusted for inflation, has 
doubled over the last twenty plus years, while tests scores have remained flat in reading 

and math.  Experts worry that our students lag near 
the bottom in international comparisons.  Weak 
teachers, overly strong unions, poor administrative 
leadership, dysfunctional family structure, lack of 
accountability, and wasteful spending are just a few 
of the culprits cited by critics, including authors of 
the Superman documentary.
 Our Oregon state legislature passed a 
package of measures in June aimed at tackling the 
problems.  Among their proposed solutions are 
making the Governor the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, opening district boundaries 
to allow students to choose schools outside their 
home district, and laying plans for establishing new 
higher teacher standards.

 What does this matter to Marist?  We're called to review and remind ouselves just how 
we provide a great school.  Following is a brief list of some of our solutions:

Centering our learning, teaching, service and personal growth in the context of a •	
caring, welcoming Christ-centered community, open to all students who are willing 
to work hard.
Hiring and retaining strong teachers and support staff who are experts in their field, •	
not just in terms of their specific content area and their ability to instruct, but also in 
their personal commitment to caring for Marist students and families.  In addition to 
their work in the classroom, Marist teachers are expected to support activities and 
leadership opportunities that are engaging and challenging for students.
Offering a comprehensive curriculum that supplements the core subjects of language •	
arts, science, and mathematics with additional graduation requirements in religion and 
the arts.  Marist meets the needs of a wide spectrum of student aptitudes with classes 
ranging from "Academic Strategies" for those who need more structure to College 
Now and Advanced Placement courses that are rigorous and enriching, all of these 
aimed at preparing students for college and beyond.
Strongly encouraging all students to stretch themselves, to develop and nurture true •	
life skills through a wide variety of extracurricular opportunities ranging from athletics 
to drama to rock band, from personal growth in retreats to learning how to reach out to 
those less fortunate in our own communities through service projects.
Asking each of us, students, parents, teachers, support staff, administration, •	
benefactors, and those who profoundly pray for our success and guidance each day, to 
be accountable,  to do our work to help make Marist a truly great school.

 
In faith, and with deeply humble gratitude,

Jay Conroy, Principal
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photo on page 2
Freshmen J. J. Fernandez and 

Angela Fuchs exemplify Marist's 
tradition of academic excellence.
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I
n Part III of this series, we take a closer look at the future 
of Marist Catholic High School moving into the second 
century of Catholic education in Lane County.   How will 
we fulfill the mission?  What do Marist’s leaders see as the 
goals and strategic plan to guide us in our next forty years?  

What programs?  What facilities needs?  Which students and 
families?  Do we build on what we have or do we embark upon 
major reform?.
 As  noted in my letter introducing this Marist We Are One 
edition, in education today “there are no shortcuts, no utopias 
and no silver bullets” with regard to providing a great education 
for our students today and for generations to come.  Our Marist 
Catholic High School community has the responsibility to use the 
gifts of our heritage to continue to shape and grow a school that 
will truly meet our mission.  We talked about the development of 
our mission statement in Part II of this series.  As the touchstone 
for all of our decisions, it is well worth reprinting here as we 
begin our discussion on where Marist is heading.  Marist is "a 
Christ-centered, welcoming community committed to academic 
excellence and preparing students to lead and serve others.”
 Our parents, staff, boards of directors of our school and 
foundation, students, and community members at large have 
affirmed the school’s mission statement and the core values 
shown in the box at left that mark us as Marist Catholic High 

School. These core values were specifically identified by that 
group and serve as the pillars on which we are constructing 
our school and its future.  We are building on the work of all 
those who came before us, the early settlers in Lane County who 
built the first Catholic school house and the religious brothers 
and sisters who originally staffed Marist, when we affirm the 
central place of our Catholic faith in education along with our 
commitment to strong academics.

CATHOLIC FAITH
A Clear Catholic Identity And Faith Foundation

 What makes us “Catholic”?  How do we give our students 
a true understanding of what it means to live and grow in a 
world guided by our Christian values?  How do we help them 
understand the richness and depth of our Catholic tradition?  
How do we help them appreciate the real meaning of the Gospel 
message—loving God and our neighbor?  
 At Marist we welcome and respect students from faith 
backgrounds that are not Catholic, and we ask them to join us in 
learning about our Catholic faith: our traditions, our beliefs, our 
values, our liturgy, our prayers, our practice.  We do not ask any 
student to convert or "personally believe," but instead, we partner 
with their parents in offering an environment and opportunities in 
which they can form and grow their own mature faith.

 We work to cement our Catholic identity with a  four year 
requirement of the study of Catholic Christianity including 
work with scripture and Catholic tradition, modern issues and 
our faith’s response, and Christian service in our own families, 
churches and communities.  We ask students to attend monthly 
all-school  mass, to offer team masses throughout the year, and 
Lenten masses on Fridays during Lent.  In addition to these in-
school activities, students must complete sixty hours of Christian 
service activities in order to graduate, focusing on those who are 
less fortunate in our community.
 Our teachers, sixty percent of whom are Catholic, are called 
to see their work as “a calling," following in the footsteps of our 
own educational leaders, Champagnat, the founder of the Marist 
Order of Brothers, and his guide, de La Salle, founder of the 
Lasallian Order of Christian Brothers.  Helping students grow 
in their understanding of the world through the study of reading, 
writing,  math, science, and more is truly fundamental to helping 
each of them discover and nurture their own gifts and callings 
and to developing paths toward their careers and life-roles that 
will ideally be of service to others. 
 In the last three years, we have committed our staff to studying 
and growing in our understanding of our vocations as lay leaders in 
a Catholic school.  It is clear that we can no longer rely solely upon 
the living examples of faith and Catholic values that the religious, the 
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Plans for the next decade 
and further

Building A School

MARIST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
CORE VALUES

Catholic Faith •	

Academic Excellence •	

Development of Leadership and •	
Life Skills through Academics and 
Activities 

A Welcoming and Open •	
Community to All Who are Ready 
to Meet the Challenge 
 
Sound Financial Operation and •	
Stewardship of our Resources 
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priests, brothers and sisters, provided in earlier years in our Eugene 
area Catholic schools.  But, we are truly blessed to be “walking with” 
Lasallian schools, learning how they have developed lay leadership 
roles in Catholic schools that are essential to helping them shape 
and grow thriving Catholic high schools.  We are committed as 
well to working with our local church communities and our feeder 
schools in offering an education that is rooted in a commitment to 
the centrality of our faith.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
 Academic excellence in the core subjects, math, science, 
English, history and foreign languages, as well as opportunity for 
study in visual art, theatre, music, and religion is our perennial 
goal.  We are committed to preparing all of our students to be 
highly successful in their next steps, whether that be college 
or university level study, or preparation for community college 
work in their chosen field.  We will continue to be seen as one 
of the very best high schools in the state.  Key elements to that 
reputation are a commitment to excellence that includes:

1. Top-Level Teaching Staff  We are committed to hiring 
and growing teachers who are both exceptional in their 
understanding of their content areas and “masters” at delivering 
that education experience to their students.  Our average 
level of teaching experience is over thirteen years in the 
classroom.  Over two thirds of our staff have master's degrees 
or better.  Because of the high level of teacher competency, 
Marist offers College Now certification opportunities in 
fourteen classes, from sciences to foreign language, from 
history to math.   Members of our staff have been certified 
by community college programs to concurrently give high 
school and college credit (transferable to major universities 
and colleges throughout the country), recognizing the high 
level of standards and learning that we are offering in those 
classes each and every day.

  We are also determined to pay this staff a fair and 
comparable level of compensation.  Our school board is 
committed to continuing to grow that compensation, aiming 
for a salary schedule that is at least at 95% of the comparable 
local average scale for our Lane County schools.

2. Small class-sizes  Average class sizes are at 22 for the 
current year and we are committed to holding that average 
to no more than 24 per class and to a maximum of no more 
than 30 students in any academic (non-PE) class. 

3. Broad, Challenging, Enriching Class Offerings  Though 
we are seen as a small high school by today’s standards, 
Marist is committed to offering classes across the board 
that many large high schools are struggling to maintain.  
We offer three options for foreign language (French, 
Spanish, and Japanese); Advanced Placement and College 
Now certified classes in math, science, history, English, 
as well as in foreign language; drama, music (from 
"Strings Ensemble" to "Rock Band"), and fine arts classes; 
journalism; and robotics (new this Fall of 2010).

4. Commitment To Helping All Students, Regardless Of Their 
Academic Level  Our staff offers support for all students 

who enter Marist, whether they score at the 20th percentile 
or 95th percentile on national tests of basic skill and 
knowledge.  From a class called “Academic Strategies” 
for struggling ninth graders, to academic support classes 
offered after school for students who are pulling lower 
grades, to individualized time with teachers, Marist works 
both with students and their parents to produce strong, 
capable learners.

DEVELOPMENT OF LEADERSHIP 
AND LIFE SKILLS 

Through Activities And Athletics
 We also believe in the importance of providing students 
challenging opportunities for participation, leadership, and growth 
in activities and athletics.  Marist offers a menu of opportunities 
comparable to those available in larger schools.  We offer a 
wide range of extracurricular activities in fine arts, community 
involvement, and student leadership.  Students find opportunities 
to challenge themselves in Marist Volunteer Program, Student 
Council, Pep Band, Proclaim, and National Honor Society to name 
just a few.  We also have varsity and JV programs in all sports 
(including lacrosse as an official Marist sport this coming year) 
for both boys and girls.  Participation in extracurricular activities 
clearly develops important learning and character in students.  
The value of teamwork, preparation, assertiveness, self-discipline, 
overcoming adversity, competition, good sportsmanship, respect 
for self, others, advisors, and community are but a few of the 
lessons learned outside of the classroom.
 This last year, our athletic teams stepped up to the 5A level 
which encompasses schools with populations from 850 to 1450.  
In our first year, we won the highly coveted Oregonian Cup, 
an honor awarded to the top high school based on athletics, 
scholarship and sportsmanship.

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY
Open To All Who Are 

Ready For The Challenge And Opportunity
 Marist is committed to making available our outstanding 
experience to all students, no matter what their economic 
background may be. Through the generosity of benefactors and 
the prayerful support of scores of alumni, parents, and friends, 
we have offered tuition assistance to over 35% of our students, 
averaging about $3,500 in aid to those students who apply 
through our financial aid process.  No scholarships are given 
on the basis of a student participating in athletics or activities, 
consistent with OSAA regulations that prohibit such aid.  The 
work of our new development office and the Marist Foundation 
is aimed at raising over twenty percent of our operational budget 
from sources other than tuition payments, helping to meet the 
costs of educating our student body. 

Sustainable Student Enrollment
 Marist was built to hold 600 students, but has a forty year 
history of enrollment that has averaged closer to 525 to 535, with 

lows of fewer than 300 students during several tough years.  We are 
dedicated to marketing the Marist experience to students in the area, 
from as far north as Corvallis and Albany south to Cottage Grove, 
from up the McKenzie all the way over to Elmira.  We will not 
lower our standards for admission: strong grades, good citizenship, 
and a commitment to working hard.  We are also working hard to 
reach out to high school students in local parishes, emphasizing 
to parents who are desiring a strong faith-based community that 
Marist may well be worth their investment (if necessary, with the 
help of a growing level of financial assistance).
 We have no ceiling and are hopeful that our enrollment 
will grow, ideally to no more than 650 to 700 students, as we 
continue to successfully send our message of the excellent real 
value of Marist.  Aside from the many intangible benefits of a 
Marist education, this value can be understood in terms of real 
economic savings for a family as their student moves successfully 
into college, in some cases with more than a year’s worth of 
college credit before fall term of their freshman year even 
begins.  This college success often correlates to  higher levels 
of employment, all as a result of the Marist education.   We will 
aim for an enrollment that allows us to grow our offerings and 
programs even further, while keeping the close-knit community 
feel that is our hallmark.

SOUND FINANCIAL OPERATION 
And stewardship Of Our Resources

 Marist is an Oregon, non-profit corporation, operating under 
the direction of our board of directors and committed to being 
financially solvent for generations to come.  Our operating budget 
is tight, but balanced.  We offer excellent programs, supported 
by competitive and fair levels of compensation for our staff, low 
comparative level of tuition rates, and  prudent fiscal management.
 Key to this “thriving” model of Catholic education is 
the implementation of a long-term commitment to resource 
development through our new development office and through 
close partnership with our Marist Foundation.  The models of 
successful Catholic schools that we are following suggest that we 
need to grow that development portion of our budget to a level of 
twenty percent of gross revenues from our present level of nine 
to twelve percent.  This means reaching out to our community, 
alumni, parents, and supporters of strong education and good 
Catholic schools, to tell them about our work, our students, and 
our mission.

Buildings And Facilities
 Marist’s basic campus is now over forty years old.  The 
addition of the Activities Center and the track and football field 
improvements in the mid-90’s were the last major pieces that 
have helped to make our campus truly beautiful, but aged.  
 We have formed a facilities review committee of experts to 
look at critical areas of need, including the  updating of heating, 
plumbing and air conditioning systems; general classroom 
technology upgrades, especially in the science rooms ; possible 

improvements in our performing arts facilities; safety upgrades 
for campus security; and necessary improvements in our athletics 
facilities including the installation of an artificial playing field 
for football, soccer, lacrosse and more.  We are also looking into 
the possible acquisition of the adjacent radio tower property to 
meet increasing needs for field space to accommodate the large 
growth in our sports program, with more girls sports and the 
addition of lacrosse as a hugely popular sport..
 The facilities review committee will be passing along to our 
board and community their findings.  We will also be formulating 
a review and design process that will involve input from members 
of our present community, as well as from future parents and 
students regarding the best way for Marist to continue to offer 
a high quality high school experience with a reasonable, but 
limited, level of resources and donations from parents, alumni 
and long-time supporters.

FINALLY . . . COMMUNITY
 Strong, Positive Parent And 

Community Involvement And Support
 Where Marist is going from here is a vision,  a vision created 
out of a mission statement, a set of values, goals, strategic 
plans, and hard work that cannot come from school teachers or 
administration alone.  Marist and its predecessors, St. Mary’s and 
St. Francis, came to be only because people of faith and heartfelt 
vision wanted a great school for their children and generations 
of children to come.  It is a Diocesan school, under the patient 
guidance, especially in matters of faith, of the Archbishop and 
his Superintendent of Schools, and under the watchful direction 
and "30,000 foot oversight" of its thirteen member board of 
directors who are appointed by the Archbishop.  
 But, its legacy has always been, and will continue to be, 
that of a community school.  It has enjoyed leadership, support 
and unselfish work from religious priests, brothers, and sisters 
who came from outside the community.  Today, it is largely no 
different.  Many of our teachers, staff, and administration come 
primarily from outside the community, but all of us are quickly 
and deeply entwined in the truly holy work we do in “creating a 
welcoming Christ-centered community committed to academic 
excellence and preparing students to lead and serve others.”  
Most importantly, Marist has been and will continue to be a 
community thriving on the involvement and support of its parents 
and surrounding south Lane county community.  On behalf of 
the Marist staff, I offer our sincere and deep appreciation to that 
community for all it has done and for its prayers, support and 
vision for where we are headed in the decades to come. D

Marist Principal Jay Conroy contributed this last installment of our 
three part series on Marist Catholic High School.:  Over the course of 
this last year, we have explored where we have come from, where we are 
today, and where we hope to be tomorrow. If you are interested in reading 
or reviewing the first two installments, please visit www.marisths.org  
where you will find a link to pdf's of back issues of Marist We Are One.
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Either you will
go through this door

or you will not go through.

The door itself
makes no promises.

It is only a door. 
–Adrienne Rich 

I
n her poem, Prospective 
Immigrants Please Note, Adrienne 
Rich alludes to the power of choice, 
of decisions.  A graduation is filled 

with ritual not because the moment itself 
is of significance but because it marks 
a transition between states of being, 
ways of life.  The event itself is only 
a door.  The individual may perceive 
it as a set of elegant French doors, a 
cheap, aluminum sliding glass door, a 
push-bar school door, or a “stuck” door 
that one has to put one’s shoulder into 
to open.  In the end; however, it is only 

a door  functional device to mark 
departure, movement, transition.  It is 
the will of the individual that imbibes 
the movement, the transition between 
places, as significant and meaningful.
 Marist High School graduation 
2011 was a beautiful door. Affection 
for the place and community in which 
these students have spent the past four 
years permeated the entire ceremony.  
From Principal Jay Conroy’s opening 
remarks thanking the students for 
their presence at and contributions to 
Marist, to the customary “hug” line 

marking their exit from the gym, fondness 
was the predominant sentiment and all 
in attendance were given evidence that 
our motto, “We Are One” is more than a 
slogan or clever moniker.  It is clearly a 
way of life that these 123 young men and 
women take with them as they go through 
our doors into the larger world.
 And who better to mark that transition 
than retiring English teacher Kathy Yocum 
who was selected by the class of 2011 to 
be their commencement speaker?  If one 
were to want to know and understand what 
it really means to graduate from Marist, 

to go through our doors, Kathy Yocum 
would be the definitive spokesperson.  She 
has embodied our spirit and principles for 
33 years.  Kathy Yocum communicated to 
the graduates a short and simple message:  
“You deserve to be loved the way that God 
loves you”.  She shared with the graduates 
that her life and experiences have left her 
with two things she knows with absolute 
certainty.  One is that when it comes time 
to share yourself with another for the rest 
of your life you deserve to be well-loved.  
She urged the graduates to make sure that 
person is willing to lay down his or her 

life figuratively and literally for you.  The 
other conviction she shared is that each 
and every one of us is already loved this 
way by Jesus.  Jesus loves all of us.  But 
what makes Marist students different are 
that they know this.  And that knowledge 
matters.  It should profoundly shape the 
way our graduates go out into the world. 
 Kathy reminded all in attendance 
that at Marist students are well-loved.  At 
Marist, a student is known.  Known by 
peers, adults, and the entire community. 
At the end of the day a student should not 
feel invisible. Marist knows your name, 

On June 14, 123 Students And A Beloved Veteran Teacher Exit Marist to Find their Places in the World
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WE LOVE YOU, mrs. yocum!

WHERE ARE OUR GRADS GOING NEXT?

University of Arizona 3
Biola University 1
California Polytechnic State University 1
Dominican University 1
Loyola Marymount University 1
Santa Clara University 1
Stanford University 1
University of Southern California 1
University of California: Irvine 1
University of California: Los Angeles 1
University of San Diego 2
University of San Francisco 2
Vanguard University of Southern CA 1
University of Colorado at Boulder 2
University of Connecticut 1
Savannah College of Art and Design 1
University of Notre Dame 1
Loras College 1
Amherst College 1
College of the Holy Cross 1
St. Catherine University: St. Paul 1
Montana State University, Honors 1
Creighton University 1
Syracuse University 1
University of Oklahoma 1
Chemeketa Community College 1
Lane Community College 18 
Linfield College 1
New Hope Christian College 1
Northwest Christian University 1
Oregon Institute of Technology 6
Oregon State University 16
Southern Oregon University 1
University of Oregon 19
University of Oregon Honors College 2 
University of Portland 4
Western Oregon University 1
Willamette University 2
Bryn Athyn College 1
Pennsylvania State University 1
Villanova University 1
Belmont University 1
Baylor University 1
LDS Business College 1
University of Utah 1
Gonzaga University 4
Seattle University 3
University of Washington 2
Washington State University 1
Whitworth University 1
U. S. Navy 1
Lane Community College, Air Force 1

ARIZONA
CALIFORNIA

COLORADO
CONNECTICUT

GEORGIA
INDIANA

IOWA
MASSACHUSETTS

   
 MINNESOTA

MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEW YORK

OKLAHOMA
OREGON

PENNSYLVANIA

TENNESSEE
TEXAS
UTAH

WASHINGTON

U. S ARMED SERVICES

your story, something about your passions, likes 
and dislikes.  Marist has a feel for you and wants 
more from you.  
 Zach Olson was the speaker chosen by his 
class to represent them.  With wit and irreverence 
he played down the significance of high school 
without minimizing the experience each student 
has had at Marist.  He also alluded to the greatness 
in each of his classmates by reminding them that 
people at the top never ask permission from people 
at the top.  Valedictorian Blaine Patrick Warner 
reminded his classmates that Lady Gaga is not 
just a pop diva but also a philosopher and that 
her admonition to “Just Dance” should be taken 
to heart.  Salutatorian Carson Kiesewetter shared 
with the audience his own story of growing from an 
overly anxious freshman pre-occupied with grades 
to a well-rounded, outgoing, gregarious senior and 
attributed much of that growth to Marist itself.
 The class of 2011 will  be travelling from 
Eugene to New York, from community college to 
university to the military. They will continue their 
education all over the country. Out of the 123 
graduates, 24 will move on to the University of 
Oregon, 16 will attend Oregon State University, 
14 will attend Lane Community College, and 
21 will attend Catholic Universities nationwide 
including the University of Portland, Seattle 
University, Gonzaga, Creighton, San Diego, 
Villanova, Loyola Marymount and Notre Dame. 
They achieved success in the classroom and on the 
field and the court.  However, more importantly 
when tallied together they contributed 8,545 
hours of service to family and community which 
included soup kitchens, community gardens, 
pregnancy relief centers, nurseries, migrant labor 
camps, and more.
 With that service statistic, it is fitting that Kathy 
and the class of 2011 leave together.   Since 1978 
Kathy Yocum has been reminding students that each 
and every moment in front of us is only a door and 
that we choose to go through that door or not.  As 
she indicated to the class of 2011 at the beginning of 
her commencement address, having been at Marist 
for over 30 years, her excitement is exponentially 
larger than theirs as she steps out the door. D

from left to right:  Zach Olson, Class of 2011 Chosen Speaker.  Valedictorian Blaine 
Patrick Warner.  Salutatorian Carson Kiesewetter

Almost 60% are going to college in state.  20% are attending Catholic schools.  
(*Catholic universities and colleges are highlighted in white)

“T
here will be no yawning in my classroom” 
was her standard admonition to first time 
students.  Her insistence on hard work and 
focus, coupled with her total commitment 

to students’ growth and learning made her a favorite of 
many.  Shakespeare truly “came alive” and her “Great 
Books” elective was consistently filled with students who 
had come to enjoy Yocum’s passion for reading and for 
opening students’ minds to the wonder of the world.  
 With single-minded focus, unwavering energy, and 
an undaunted enthusiasm, Kathy Yocum has been serving 
and loving Marist students well since 1978.  She has 
loved them as the people they are and the people they are 
becoming.  She has loved them through her dedication to 
her craft as a teacher and dedication to inspiring them to 

love and respect the English language and literary tradition 
as much as she did.  She has loved them through her high 
and demanding expectations of their actions and behavior, 
by expecting their best every single day.  She has loved 
them through her laughter and her willingness to share her 
struggles and her own humanity.  
 “In 1974 my family moved from L.A. to Eugene.  
Before we did that, I stopped in to our parish church, 
Our Lady of Malibu, to talk with Blessed Mother.  I was 
thankful for so many things, but that day I was focused 
on my Catholic education, and the idea that I wanted to 
give back something to Blessed Mother in return. I was 29 
years old.  I had no college education and no money to get 
one.  I had no more idea of being a teacher than flying to 
the moon.  And just look what she did.” (continued on next page)

Kathy Yocum Is Honored and Embraced by her Students 
as She Enters Retirement after 33 Years of Teaching at Marist

Andy Oldham has taught English at Marist since 1994.  
Most of those years have been right next door to Kathy 
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Yocum.  He currently teaches Ameri-
can Literature and AP Literature 
and Composition.  He has taught 
and/or coached nearly every student 
in Marist's class of 2011.  Oldham 
wrote this graduation article along 
with the following triubte to Mrs. 
Yocum.
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In April, our own Rick Martin, Director of Campus Ministry at Marist, 
was selected as one of six recipients nationwide of the Catholic 

Secondary Education Award.  Martin was chosen by the NCEA’s 
Executive Committee from professionals working in over 1200 

Catholic High Schools throughout the country. 

Rick Martin has spent over 
twenty years teaching theology 
and serving as the Director of 

Campus Ministry at Marist and has been 
central to its efforts to foster a Catholic 
community committed to deepening the 
faith of its youth. A graduate in Religious 
Studies from the University of Oregon, 
with a Master's in Theology from the 
University of Portland, Martin is 
currently pursuing a Doctorate in 
Catholic Educational Leadership 
at the University of San Francisco.   
 For the past sixteen years, 
Martin has been a guiding figure 
in helping Marist transition 
from a school run by the Marist 
Brothers to one run largely by 
lay leadership. “Rick has been 
the strong, quiet and unassuming, 
but highly effective leader of 
Marist’s continued commitment 
to giving our students a 
strong Catholic faith,” said 
Marist principal Jay Conroy.   
 Martin was noted by the 
NCEA for his leadership in a 
number of areas.  He has created 
and overseen a curriculum of 
strong, relevant theology course 
offerings for students during their 
four years of study at Marist.  
He has created  highly effective 
Christian Leadership classes for 
select juniors and seniors and, 
under his leadership, Marist 
enjoys a 95% participation rate 
in the Marist retreat program offered 
to students in all four grades. He is 
to be commended for his design and 
implementation of the school’s Christian 
Service Experience, a program in which 
all students participate first-hand in 
reaching out to serve their family and 

community with an emphasis in the 
upper grades on serving those less 
fortunate;  and recently was instrumental 
in the establishment of a Catholic Culture 
Commission of Marist teachers aimed 
at maintaining and growing Marist’s 
understanding of its Catholic mission.  In 
addition to all of these accomplishments, 
Martin is currently serving as the 

chair of the Archdiocesan Secondary 
Schools Religious Education Committee 
for the Archdiocese of Portland. 
 As a teacher, Martin is highly 
respected by both his peers and his 
students. He teaches two sections of 
his popular, application-only Christian 

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER

Leadership class each semester, a 
class he fully created and implemented 
22 years ago to manifest the Marist 
mission of preparing students to lead 
by example while demonstrating 
the values of Christian community, 
academic excellence, leadership in and 
outside of school, and service to others.  
 The goal of Martin’s leadership 

class is to foster the spirituality 
of leadership based on the 
ministry of Jesus and to help 
students see "true leadership" 
as public action on behalf of the 
whole community. It provides 
students with the skills 
that allow them to become 
effective communicators and 
problem solvers in order to 
be successful peer ministers 
in high school and beyond.  
Under the guidance of Martin, 
these students play a large role 
in the leading and mentoring 
of younger students at Marist. 
They plan and run a freshman 
all-night retreat, provide one-
on-one mentoring for the 
freshmen, lead Peer Educator 
events addressing “teen 
issues” with underclassmen, 
assist with parent education 
nights, National Catholic 
Schools Week and our 
C.A.R.E. Tragedy Response 
team, and lead morning 
prayer for the student body. 

 Conroy commends not only 
Martin’s long service to Catholic 
education, but more importantly, his 
inspired example to students. “His 
leadership and hard work have helped 
Marist provide hundreds of graduates 
with a great faith foundation."

good humor, and most profoundly, her example of deep 
faith have combined to hugely enrich our whole school 
community for the last three decades,” said Marist principal, 
Jay Conroy.
 In the words of a 49 year old current high school 
administrator who was one of Kathy’s first students in 1978:  
“Kathy Yocum came to teach us as freshmen after we had 
had a long-term sub.  I remember thinking to myself, after 
she had been there for a day or two, that there would be no 
slacking off or goofing around now that this woman was 
in charge.  From that point on Mrs. Yocum became part of 
the fabric of Marist, and a reason why graduates of Marist 
have been so blessed and successful ... Catcher in the Rye 
doesn’t mean any more to me now than it did then, but the 
loving example that Kathy Yocum gave me is one that I 
hold myself to constantly.”
 And in the words of one current graduating senior:  
"Mrs. Yocum, teacher-mentor-friend…  I can say that when 
I look at you, I see a woman who is convicted, passionate, 
and drenched in Christ… I hope you know that your imprint 
on us does not end with our time here at Marist.  Your words 
will continue to echo, your service will resound, and your 
spirit will inspire long into the future, because you have 
your fingerprints on our souls.  You are extraordinary… I 
hope you know that wherever I go and whoever I become 
you’ll be there too.  I pray God’s special blessing over this 
next season of your life."
 We love you Mrs. Yocum! D

 Those were the opening words that Kathy Yocum 
spoke at her retirement mass and reception on June 25, 
overlooking the Marist courtyard with our chapel in the 
background.  She told the 120 plus former and current 
students, parents and staff in the audience that a year later 
she enrolled at Lane Community College, deciding that she 
wanted to be an English teacher.  More schooling followed, 
including an English degree from U of O, getting her family 
well underway (she and her husband Jim have two children, 
Jeanette and Ken) and in 1978, “with Mary’s intercession”, 
she came to Marist.
 Thirty three years later, over 2,500 students have 
witnessed first hand her energy, her great skill as a master 
teacher, and her faith in action.  She prayerfully, and a bit 
tearfully, concluded that she just couldn’t continue to give 
this work from God her best. Kathy Yocum has always 
known that she had two sacred ‘vocations’:  being married 
to Jim and raising their family, and teaching children, with 
a passion for making sure they were loved, as well as taught 
effective writing, thoughtful reading, and literary analysis.  
In her vocation as teacher, she managed to teach her students 
the proper usage of semi-colons as she simultaneously 
taught them about the grace and love that comes from deep 
faith in Christ and the work of the Blessed Mother.
 A devout Catholic, Mrs. Yocum helped cultivate the 
“fire and spirit” of our Catholic Marist roots.  “She will 
be impossible to replace—her masterful teaching, her 
demonstrative and sincere love for students, her wit and 

We are now accepting donations to “The Kathy Yocum Scholarship Fund” to 
ensure that there is always a legacy to celebrate one of our greatest teachers.  

We need to raise $10,000 to endow the fund to ensure that a student 
will always be at Marist in the honor of Mrs. Yocum.

To contribute, please send donations to Marist Foundation and “The Kathy Yocum Scholarship Fund.” 
 You may also donate online at www.marisths.org under “Development"

 or call the Marist Development Office at (541) 681-5470.
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A fter months of phone calls, letter 
writing campaigns, meetings, 
planning, and more planning, 

Marist's 2011 Auction Chairs Tina Auld and 
Molly Elder completed their preparations 
for the big night with a visit to some of 
Eugene's finest vintage clothing shops. On 
Saturday, May 14, Tina and Molly entered 
the transformed school gym dressed as 
chaperones "à la Mrs. Robinson", setting the 
tone for a silly, nostalgic and very profitable 
evening. With guests adorned in sweaters, 
jackets, and shoes that haven’t seen the 
light of day for decades,  and a healthy dose 
of early ‘60’s nostalgia, Marist’s “Be True to 
Your School” theme held strong, providing 
all in attendance a fun night. 
 Marist fortieth annual auction proved 

to be a brilliant success, thanks to all the 
volunteers, students, and staff.  “We are 
very honored and encouraged to see people 
who come every year to contribute to 
Marist,” said Tom Simon, Marist’s Director 
of Development. “All the volunteers, staff 
and students make this a successful and 
memorable night for all our guests.” 
 The evening began in the main gym 
with a silent auction set up around the 
centerpiece “Soda Shop” refreshment stand.  
Especially popular were year book pictures 
of every guest who graduated from Marist 
with photos going all the way back to 1946.  
As guests shopped the tables, Marist Rock 
Band performed a series of Beach Boys 
songs with local weatherman Seth Wayne 
as emcee.   

 Guests then moved into the Marist 
Activity Center, decked out in blue and 
yellow and overflowing with pom poms, 
megaphones, and trophies for the salad, 
dinner, and desert auctions. In total, over 
$225,000 was raised through the event with 
over $28,000 of that total coming through 
the “Bid Cards Up” for tuition assistance.
 A diverse crowd of alumni, parents, 
students, and community members attended, 

ranging from members of the 1946 Marist 
football team, to an Iraq veteran fresh off 
his second tour of duty. “We would like 
to give special thanks to all who worked 
so hard to make this auction a success: 
from the donors, to the student and staff 
volunteers, to the many people who spent 
their money purchasing items to support 
our worthy cause,” said Simon. “I don’t think 
people realize how thankful we are for their 
kindness and generosity on our behalf.”
 In addition to the money raised at the 
actual event, a generous donor afterwards 
delivered a check for over $10,000 to 
complete the funding of a new computer 
lab for the science department and the 
completion of the foreign language 
computer lab.  This donation completed 
this “Bid Cards Up” item and will 
greatly upgrade our technology in these 
departments. 
 As the auction is a 40 year tradition, 
Marist is already beginning to plan for next 
year.  The 2012 auction has recently been 
announced for  May 12. Plan early for what 
is sure to be another great event!

1. 2011 Auction Co-chairs Tina Auld and Molly 
Elder in full costume!  2. Father of three Marist 
graduates with one more to go, Mark Gehrig prepares 
hor d'oeuvres for the Silent Auction.  3. Anna Black 
and Logan McGann get the live auction going with 
a rousing opening number. 4. Michelle Cross, Lyn 
Stiltner, and Julie Sherman ham it up.  5. Cathy 
Damewood shops the Silent Auction in her tiara  6. 
Ann Simon and Colleen Murray smile for the camera.  
7.  Marist student volunteers set tables as guests 
begin to filter into the Live Auction.  8. A job well 
done, Decorations Co-Chair (with Chris Storment) 
DawnD Gubrud  folds her arms in satisfaction.

2

1

7

3

4 5 6

8

40th Annual Marist Auction

Over $225,000 
Raised To Support Marist Programs!
$28,000 “Bid Cards Up” raised for tuition 
assistance.
$12,550 for new computer labs – with an 
additional gift of $10,205 to fully fund this 
purchase!

Remaining earnings go to general operations.

Next  Year ' s  Auction MAY 12, 2012
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MAKING HISTORY
RELEVANT

Each  June, 
t e a c h e r s 
are asked 

to write down their 
professional goals for the coming 
school year.  Summer vacation comes 
and goes, and often times, so too do the 
goals that were scribbled down in the 
hectic final days of the school year.  This 
last year was my second year teaching 
at Marist Catholic High School and my 
tenth year as a social studies teacher. 
 A year ago, I set my annual goal for 
the subsequent year.  More often than 
not, these goals have something to do 
with making the material I am teaching 
relevant to my students, a challenging 
task when you are slinging world 
history at freshmen, starting with the 
first evidence of human civilization and 
leading all the way up to Napoleon’s 
retirement.  I am not ashamed to admit 
that maybe for the first time in my 
teaching career, this last year I have 
followed through and actually achieved 
one of my professional goals. 

     At the end of the 2009-10 
school year, I proposed an idea that 
involved connecting the curriculum to 
problems in the world today, and then 
having students do something about 
these problems in the form of service 
projects.  Jerry Ragan’s leadership 
in the Marist Volunteer Program was 
instrumental to this idea.  He is such 
a great example to all of us in terms 
of taking action to create positive 
change, even if it is just “one starfish 
at a time."  When I put this idea out 
there to students, I honestly didn’t 
know what I was going to get.  Then 
the first set of projects rolled in.  My 
students took the idea and ran with it, 
blowing away even the wildest of my 
expectations.  
 I honestly thought I would get only 
a few students to do the project, but 
the number started in the 50's and got 
all the way up into the 80's by the end 
of the school year.  In terms of money, 
I would have been excited about 
anything in the range of $25 to $50 
per project, so you can imagine my 
shock when just one of these projects 
raised in excess of $650.  It goes to 

Freshman World History teacher
Peter Muilenburg extends his curriculum 
beyond the confines of the classroom

show you what high school students can 
accomplish when they put their minds 
to it. The chart to the right shows some 
examples of service projects developed 
by students who rooted their work in the 
study of world history.  
 One of the greatest hopes of a 
history teacher is to get students to see 
cause and effect relationships and to 
realize that past events have an immense 
impact on the present.  Coming out of 
middle school, it isn’t always easy to 
make these connections, which can 
at times be indirect.  To try to bring 
lessons home, I draw heavily upon my 
real life experiences in different parts 
of the world and try to use stories and 
anecdotes to influence my teaching of 
world history.  Living abroad was the 
best class I ever took in my whole life, 
even though I never got a grade for it.  
 There is a story that I tell to the 
students to illustrate how the past 
greatly influences the present.  In our 
readings, we observe the dominance 
of patriarchal societies throughout 
world history.  While teaching at the 
American College of Sofia, my wife 
and I worked with the daughter of the 

some significant 
student projects...

HISTORICAL TOPIC
Ancient India

CONNECTION TO PROBLEM TODAY
Patriarchal Society

RELATED SERVICE PROJECT
Students raised money for Social Uplift Through Rural 

Action (SUTRA), a charity that benefits widows.
 

HISTORICAL TOPIC
Agricultural Revolution

CONNECTION TO PROBLEM TODAY
Climate Change

RELATED SERVICE PROJECT
Students planted trees throughout the greater Eugene area.

HISTORICAL TOPIC
Roman Empire

CONNECTION TO PROBLEM TODAY
Poverty

RELATED SERVICE PROJECT
Students collected donations for St. Vincent de Paul, 
among other charities, to alleviate poverty throughout 

Lane County.

HISTORICAL TOPIC
Spanish Exploration and Conquest

CONNECTION TO PROBLEM TODAY
Underdevelopment of Central America

RELATED SERVICE PROJECT
Students collected recyclable cans and bottles for Stove 

Team International, a local charity that attempts to 
provide affordable, eco-friendly stoves to people in 

Central America.
 

HISTORICAL TOPIC
Slavery

CONNECTION TO PROBLEM TODAY
Underdevelopment of Sub-Saharan Africa

RELATED SERVICE PROJECT
Students raised money for Water for People, an 

organization that helps give people access to clean, 
safe drinking water.
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Afghani Ambassador to Bulgaria.  We were shocked by her 
story of having to study in secret for fear that she could be 
killed by the Taliban if she were caught as a young woman 
getting an education. This student is an inspiration to my 
wife and I for what she endured, and her story now serves 
as an inspiration for Marist students who did something to 
help solve the problem.  Roughly $1000 was raised for the 
education of girls in Afghanistan and Pakistan during this 
last school year.
 Students may never remember the finer details from 
Freshman History.  They will, however, remember that what 
happened in the past plays a big part in what is going on 
in our world today.  More importantly, students will know 
that they already have what is required to take action and 
change the world for the better.  The hard work that students 

Afte r re a ding Thre e Cup s o f Te a 
a nd thinking a bou t a ll the e ve n ts 

that took pla ce , I go t to thinking.  I 
the n though t a bou t how if I couldn’t 
re a d lik e the pe op le in Pa kis ta n a nd 
Afgha nis ta n, the n I wouldn’t be a wa re 

of the si tuation the re .  And that ma de 
me gre atly inspire d to support the 

ca use to e ducate the m .

I wi ll a lso re me mbe r be ing 
a pproa che d by a te a che r 

a fte rwa rds a nd e xcha nging 
information so tha t I cou ld come a nd 
ta lk to he r middle schoo l c lass a bou t 

the progra m a nd the mo t iva t ion I 
re ce ive d a fte r re a ding the book .

Be n Sche pe rg e rde s

have put into these projects is truly inspirational.  I know 
that these Marist freshmen are making a positive impact on 
the lives of others in the local and global community, and I 
am also happy to report that this interchange flows in two 
directions.  For some, the learning has gone beyond multiple 
choice tests and has impacted them in a very personal way, 
and to me, that is the very best type of learning. D

Peter has been a history teacher at Marist for the 
last two years.  Regretfully, Pete and his wife, Tracy, 
Marist guidance counselor, have recently decided to 
move to be near their extended family in Portland.  
He will be pursuing his educational administration 
degree at Portland State University and helping 
Tracy with the raising of their three children.  Pete’s 
initiative has been a great example of Marist’s 
commitment to helping others.  We will work to 
continue this initiative in the future.

Through our project we were not only 

able to help those in need , but also educate 

ourselves and our community .  I believe the 

biggest problem in successfully confront ing 

these needs will not be finding help for the 

widows , but instead making others aware of 

the problem so they can help.Sean Dorsey

I chose the service project that raised money for the widows of Vrindavan, India because I knew it would make a change in those women’s lives.  I could have chosen a project that would be forgotten about after it was completed, but instead I decided to team up with Sean Dorsey to make a change.  I never had expected to raise over $650, but in the end, I’m glad we did.
Scholars believe that in ancient India, women enjoyed equal status with men in all fields of life, just like today.  However, later the status of women began to decline with the Smritis and Islamic invasion of empires and later Christianity.  Women's identities slowly started to deteriorate.  This still is an issue today.  Many of the widows in Vrindavan have one wish in life, which is to die.

Stephanie Coulombe 

Specifically in Central and South America, 

people are using unsafe and not eco-friendly 

stoves.  Women and children primarily are 

the ones suffering from health problems due to 

breathing in the toxic smoke, carrying large 

amounts of firewood in order to fuel it, and 

getting burned.  Stove Team provides a stove 

that solves all these problems at a low cost.

I was incredibly inspired by what I learned 

about Stove Team International.  In all 

seriousness, I truly want to go on one of 

Stove Team’s volunteer trips to  "hands  on"  

be a part of contributing a simple act of 

kindness that betters peoples' lives, one simple, 

safe, inexpensive, light weight, movable, clean, 

eco-friendly stove at a time.

Emily Hollander

Marist alumni are all over the world 
and doing many things.  Today’s call 

went to a young alumnus, Gregory 
Fleming ’07, who is taking leadership in 

helping others to heart.  Because we know 
Gregory is busy,  we promise to ask only

Q  

Q  

Q 

   5  questions in less than  5  minutes.5Ta ke 

Greg,  thanks for taking my call.  Your name was given to us with regards to your 
work with JVC Northwest.  What is that?  

JVC Northwest is the Jesuit Volunteer Corp.   I just graduated this spring and wanted 
to pursue an opportunity doing service.   The program is a worldwide program but I 
will be working in the Pacific Northwest district doing volunteer service.

What will you be doing with the program?
I graduated with a double major in psychology and sociology.  
I want to help people suffering with mental health 
issues and will be working with a program in Omak, 
Washington with people suffering issues with alcohol 
and drug dependency.  Many of the people I will be 
working with will be homeless.  It will also involve 
many rural poor and assistance with those at a 
nearby reservation.

Why are you doing this?
I want to give back and help others.  I really see this as my 
calling.  I’ve learned a lot these last few years and am excited 
to step out and step up.  This is a great opportunity.

 Did Marist help you get to this spot?
Marist laid the foundation for service.   I really appreciated the Catholic 
values of the school.  I did my community service for Habitat for 
Humanity.  The school reinforced that learning and helping others 
is what I wanted to do.  I especially remember going to the Senior 
Metanoia Retreat and being challenged to think where I was and 
where I wanted to be.  I really appreciated taking stock and the help in 
finding what I truly feel will be my calling.

God bless you and good luck.  As I’ve talked to older alumni, 
I’ve asked them how they got to their place in life.  To turn the 
question on its head, where do you see your place ten,  twenty, 
and even 50 years from now?

Wow!  Ten years from now, I hope to have a PhD in psychology and 
still living out the values Marist is promoting.  Twenty  years from 
now, I will be where ever my calling will take me.  Fifty years from 
now, I dream of being back in academia working as a professor.  It 
would be incredible to be an inspiration to others.

Q  

Q 

To hear more about Greg and his JVC work, watch our 
video interview on the Marist Blog at http:// blog. marisths.org
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CAMPUS NOTES CAMPUS NOTES

For the eighth straight year, and for the 
first time in its new 5A classification, 

Marist has won the Oregonian Cup that 
rewards the top school in each classification 
for its success in OSAA athletic and activities 
along with its academic success and the 
sportsmanship of individuals, teams, coaches 
and fans.

Highlights of the spring season were many. 
The girls golf team finished their season with 
a second place tie with Crescent Valley and 
the boys finished third at their respective 5A 
state tournaments in May. Both teams won 
the Midwestern League district titles. 

Sophomore Neu Nipatasaj placed second 
in the 5A state tennis tournament and the 
doubles team of sophomore Lauren Sibole 

Senior and second-year photography 
student, Jared Lathon won second 

place in the graduation category of the 2011 
Jostens Photo Contest for a photograph 
he took of Kathy Yocum at last year’s 
graduation titled "Saying Goodbye."  The 
photo was chosen from over 6,000 entries 

Applause, laughter and tears filled 
the gym this past April at the 

annual Mr. Spartan Pageant benefitting the 
Children’s Miracle Network. 

After months of preparation and 
fundraisers leading up to the pageant, the 
team of nine senior boys and eleven girls 
raised a record-setting $43,700 for Sacred 
Heart’s NICU. 

The show opened with an entertaining 
act and dance routine and was followed by 

a talent segment, an “Express Yourself” 
portion, and interviews. This year the 
show included a personal thank you from 
an 8- year-old girl who has benefitted from 
similar CMN pageant fund raising. 

At the end of the night, Micah Stratton 
was crowned the 2011 Mr. Spartan based 
on his performances that night, earlier fund 
raising, a faculty review, and congeniality. 
“The babies are the real winners,” said 
Stratton.

National and Local Award Winners

A Record Spartan Year Marist Wins 5A Oregonian Cup In Its Inaugural 5A Year

After doing well in the qualifying 
rounds against other Midwestern 

schools, earning seven of the eight 
spots,  Marist took a team of four 
competitors in calculus and three in pre-
calculus to Oregon State University for 
the first time to compete in the Oregon 
Invitational Mathematics Tournament 
in mid-May. 

Mathletes Travel to OSU

Junior and senior competitors from the OSU math 
tournament.

Senior 
Alisha 
Nielson 
gives blood 
this spring. 
in the Lane 
Memorial 
Blood 
Bank’s 
Blood
Mobile

Right to Life 
representative, 
Ed Krupka, 
presents 
an award to 
freshman Lexi 
Cross for her 
participation in 
the 2011 Right 
to Life 

Senior  
Tyler 
Wagner 
was 
named a 
National 
Merit 
Scholar 
this spring.

The 2011 Mr. Spartan contestants entertain the crowd with a well choreographed dance routine.

The girls golf team 
hold their second place 
State Trophy at the 
State Tournament at 
Emerald Valley Golf 
Club in May. 
Junior Taylor Walcott 
flies down the track 
in the prelims of the 
100m at the State 
Track and Field meet, 
setting himself up for a 
meet record  breaking 
win in the finals.

Stanford 
bound senior 
Nyree White,  

winds up to 
deliver one of 
her powerful 
pitches in a 

5A play-in 
game. 

Jared Lathon's 
award winning 

photo  in 
Jostens Photo 

Contest

and freshman Madison Penn made it to the 
second round of the state tournament.

In track and field, junior Taylor Walcott 
earned a 5A state title in the 100m dash at 
the 5A state meet and set a new state meet 
record of 10.83. He also took second in the 
200m and was on the 4x100m relay team that 
took second and set a new school record of 
43.34. On the girls team, highlights include 
junior Amanda Robert who made it to state 
in all three jumps. She took fifth in the triple, 
seventh in the long and tenth in the high. 

The softball team finished their season 
third in the Midwestern League and made it 
to the first round of sixteen in the 5A state 
playoffs. The baseball team went 20-6 and 
finished second in the Midwestern League 
before losing a heartbreaker to Dallas in a 
5A Play-In game.

Three non-OSAA activities this spring 
also had successful seasons. The combined 
Marist/Sheldon equestrian team came 
home with many golds, including a new 
state record in Bi-Rangle, from the state 
meet in May. The boys lacrosse boasted a 

Celebrating Our Founders 

The Marist student body gathers in the courtyard for the annual Founder’s Day Mass.

Under a clear blue sky, the Marist 
staff and student body gathered in 

the courtyard in early May to celebrate the 
42nd anniversary of the school’s founding 
with a outdoor Mass and barbecue. 

The congregation was treated to a bit of 
history from Marist grad and long-time art 
teacher, Lex Schmidt, who spoke of her 

experiences with the Sisters of the Holy 
Names, the order who helped staff Marist 
along with the Marist brothers in its early 
years. She spoke of being intimidated by 
the sisters as a student, but gaining a deep 
appreciation for their faith and commitment 
when she began working with them at the 
start of her career.

A Giving Spirit

The generosity of Marist students 
was visible this last spring. 

Fifty-two people were able to give 
blood when the Lane Memorial Blood 
Bank made its second visit to Marist 
in May. The Marist Volunteer Program 
wrapped up its annual Project Starfish 
fund raiser with just over $9600 to help 
Lane County families with children 
get into stable housing with multiple 
fund raisers including an Irish Echo 
concert, bake sales, a karaoke dance, 
and a Carl’s Jr. barbecue. Finally, the 
cast of “Hamlet” raised  $1000 to give 
to the Red Cross for the victims of the 
earthquakes in Japan. National Merit Winner

National Merit Finalist and Notre 
Dame bound senior, Tyler 

Wagner was one of 28 Oregon high 
school students and 2500 nationally 
to be named a 2011 National Merit 
Scholar along with receiving a $2500 
National Merit Scholarship. 

Chris Bender and Megan Genovese 
were named National Merit Semi-
Finalists.  Amy Parks, Gerry Rouleau, 
and Blaine Patrick Werner were named 
National Merit Commended Students.

submitted from across the nation. 
In a local contest held this spring, Oregon 

Right to Life recognized several Marist 
students for their entries in a pro-life art 
and essay contest. Freshmen Alexis Cross, 
Guadalupe Gonzales, Jessica Buser, and 
Maddie Thompson along with junior 
Haley Marsh were all awarded prizes. 

winning season this year that sent them into 
postseason play for the first time in school 
history. The girls lacrosse team also made it 
to the first round of the state playoffs.
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St. Francis Class of 1951 
Date of reunion still to be determined. 
Visit www.marisths.org for further updates 
or contact Jack Pynes at (541) 683-1934.

St. Francis Class of 1957
Our annual Red Beans and Rice Meal will 
be held this summer, but the date is yet to 
be determined.  Visit www.marisths.org 
for further updates.

St. Francis Class of 1961
Reunion was scheduled July 22-24.  Hope 
you were able to attend - the magazine's 
publication date was scheduled after the 
big event!  Sue Hohman (ghohman@
juno.com) and Pat Klenke (Dopak2577@
yahoo.com) coordinated the efforts.

Marist Class of 1971 
Reunion weekend will start on Friday, 
Aug 5 with a no host dinner and cocktail 
party at the Downtown Athletic Club's 
third floor restaurant at 6 PM, followed 
by a 5:30 Saturday night get-together 
($10 for snacks, no host food and drinks 
also available) at the Oregon Electric 
Station.  The weekend wraps up Sunday 
from 11:15 AM to 3 PM when guests are 
invited to bring a picnic to the Marist 
courtyard. Contact Ben Lawson (972) 
473-2742 with questions.

Marist Class of 1981 
Reunion weekend  includes an informal 
get-together with a no-host bar on Friday, 
August 12 at 6:00 PM at Billy Macs Bar 
& Grill followed by a 6:00 PM dinner 

on Saturday at B2 Wine Bar at Crecent 
Village ($40 per person appetizers and 
dinner, no-host bar). Contact charles@
wardinsurance.net or michaelcolgan@
sbcglobal.net for more info.

Marist Class of 1981 
Reunion was scheduled July 22-24.  Hope 
you were able to attend - the magazine's 
publication date was scheduled after the 
big event! Kevin Lee (Kevinjlee95@
gmail.com) coordinated the efforts.

Marist High Class of 2001 
Reunion is scheduled for the week-
end of August 26 - 28, 2011. Visit 
www.marisths.org for further updates.

✝

Todd Lea '87 passed away as he result 
of a car accident on June 21, 2100.  Todd 
was 43. He worked as a carpenter and was 
a student at LCC.  A memorial service was 
held in his honor on July 23.

1998
Joe Eigner and his wife Michelle are 
pleased to announce the birth of twin 
girls, Ginna Helene and Lucia Elizabeth 
on March 18, 2011.

2007
Nicholas Balthrop and Jennifer 
Mussio have each received  prestigious 
J. William Fulbright grants to pursue their 
education in Germany. Both Nicholas 
and Jennifer will graduate from the 
University of Portland with degrees in 
German Studies and Political Science in 
May 2011. They will be placed as English 
teaching assistants in German schools for 
the 2011-2012 academic year.

1958
Nick Robertson, 
a St. Francis alum, 
was recently 
elected to the 
Oregon Sports 
Hall of Fame.  
The award, 
given annually 
in Portland, 
honored Nick for 
41 years of head 

coaching in boys’ basketball in Oregon. 
He is currently second in Oregon for high 
school career wins with 699 victories.  
His teams have won fourteen state 
tournament trophies including two state 
championships.  He holds the still standing 
record of coaching  39 straight victories 
over a two year period. 
 “I am proud of being a grad of St. 
Francis,” said Jim, “I had an exceptional 
coach in Jim Souza and he taught us the 
values of discipline and hard work.  The 
atmosphere of the entire school was a great 
foundation.  We were taught the value 
of high standards and the expectation of 
meeting them. I have carried those values 
to this day.”
 Nick said that he has hosted basketball 
tournaments where Marist teams have 
been invited.  “The kids of today are no 
different than we were.  They work hard 
and have tremendous pride in the school.  
I would tell them, and all the kids I have 
coached, to be active and do as much as 
you can.  Compete and have fun.  The 
years will pass by quicker than you think.”

Alexis Pennington ’07, sister of Jack 
Pennington ’09, passed away suddenly 
of an undiagnosed medical condition on 
March 6, 2011.  She was an active student 
involved in many activities and sports. 

Robert Daniel Furrer ’77, died April 5 
of an heart attack.  He was a commercial 
pilot for many years. He was 53.

St. Mary's Class of 1950  is pictured 
above at their sixtieth reunion in Eugene 
in July of 2010.  The St. Mary's class of 
1950 was the last class to graduate from 
St. Mary's High School which occupied 
the brick building at the northeast corner 
of West 11th and Lincoln in Eugene.  
The class of 1950 plans to reunite at the 
Marist All Alumni gathering on July 31st 
at the Marist campus.

REUNIONS

in memoriam

Adella C. Stewart, mother, grandmother, 
and great grandmother of eleven St Marys 
and Marist graduates, died June 22, 
2011 of age-related causes. She was 99. 
"Grams" as she was referred to by most of 
her family was the matriarch of the Stewart 
family. Among her offspring, Marist and 
St. Mary's graduates include her children 
Gene Stewart, Kathy Stewart Bronson, 
Dave Stewart, Rick Stewart, and Bob 
Stewart; her grandchildren Tim Stewart 
and Julie Stewart Jackson; and great 
grandchildren McKinley Dennis, Kalen 
Dennis, Tyler Dennis, and Kurtis 
Stewart.

REUNIONS (cont.)class notes

CONTINUE THE LEGACY 
OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

So That
Our Tradition

 Of Excellence 
Lives On

For as little as $10,000 in donations

If you wish to consider an endowment fund 
as part your family’s legacy, we are 
happy to talk to you about the various 
parts of our program that need 
assistance to ensure that your gift 
goes where it can help most.  We 
will also arrange the receipt of 
an annual statement on your 
account and regular contact 
with you to show how your 
fund has helped the school. 

For more information on endowment giving possibilities, please contact the Marist Development Office
 at (541) 681-5470 or maristdevelopment@marisths.org.

a permanent endowment fund can be established
to honor or memorialize a loved one, friend or a program at the school.  
Over the history of the Marist Foundation, over forty funds have been established 
by alumni and friends to permanently help the mission of Marist.
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 22-24 Class of 1961 and 1991 Reunions 

 31 Alumni BBQ at Marist HS

 

 5-7 Class of 1971 Reunion

 13 Class of 1981 Reunion
 
 26-28 Class of 2001 Reunion

 15  Mass of the Holy Spirit

 13 Homecoming Game

 28,29  Fall Theatre Production: 
  An Evening of Commedia

 1  All Saints Day Mass

 2,3  Fall Concerts: Bands, Strings, Choir 

 4,5  Fall Theatre Production: 
  An Evening of Commedia
 


