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French Teacher Brother Charles Filiatrault,
at Marist 1968- 1985. Photo from Archives.

“It’s amazing and blessed how Marist from its start has had the good fortune to have priests that 
were such gifts to Marist.”  

Those were the words of Kathy Yocum, longtime Marist 
English teacher, as we recently reflected on the history of 
Marist and the presence of priests and religious on campus.  
 We have had 47 Marist brothers, more than a dozen Sisters 
of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, Father Patrick Labelle 
(Chaplain on loan from the Newman Center in the  early 
1970’s),  Dominicans Principal Father Lopez  and Chaplain 
and instructor Father Benoit from 1994-1998, Father John 
Legersky (Chaplin and instructor), and in the last 13 years 
Father Dave Cullings, who is currently our Chaplain, frequent 
substitute teacher and self-proclaimed 
parking lot trash picker-upper.

But Kathy’s positive and grateful 
comment and the example of all those 
wonderful men and women brought 
mixed feelings.   We are filled with 
gratitude for their hard work and 
legacy, but we are also deeply touched 
with feelings of puzzlement, worry, 
and pending concerns.  Her comment 
really seems to question, “Jay, we’ve 
been blessed with a strong and helpful 
presence of religious—priests, brothers, 
sisters—for 40-plus years.  What are we 
going to do for such a presence for the 
next 40 years?”  

 We won’t have Father Dave forever.  And, clearly, our 
challenge is an obvious reflection of modern times. Vocations 
to the priesthood and religious orders have fallen dramatically 
from the 1970’s.  There are simply too few brothers, sisters 
and priests for us to reasonably expect God’s gift of another 
one or two to help inspire and guide and console us.  

As we start our 43rd year at Marist, Kathy’s words are really 
a call to heed the words of our church that lay people have a 
distinct and very real role in the spreading of the Gospel, a 
role that the church desperately needs them to carry out with 
the authority, creativity, and power that the Holy Spirit has 
given them in Baptism. The Church holds that the work of the 
laity is the crucial means by which the world is to encounter 
Christ.   We, religious and lay alike, are the church and its 
disciples, its workers.  

Our Marist staff today is filled with “religious” devoted to 
following the footsteps of those who came before— caring 
for, ministering, and serving our community of students and 
parents.  

In these challenging times, when we turn to the present amazing 
group of staff members at Marist, we need to trust and believe 
that our church, our school and its community, is as vibrant, 
loving and truly living out the values of the gospel as it was 
when we once turned to a priest, sister or brother.  Equally 

important, we need to continue our work 
on the faith formation of this staff, much 
like the religious orders worked with their 
members on how to grow in their faith 
and in their work.

We give thanks for the work, prayers, 
wisdom and guidance of the priests, 
brothers and sisters whom God steered, 
cajoled, and pulled to Marist over its first 
42 years.  Today we give thanks for the 
vocation of educators – lived out each 
school day at Marist by the 47 devoted 
educators (teachers, support staff and 
administration) who minister to and serve 
our students, nurturing their spiritual and 
academic growth. 

In the face of uncertain, uncharted times, we take a deep 
collective breath—“Have faith, Marist” we hear in the depths 
of our heart.  The same Voice that inspired the priests, brothers 
and sisters before now quietly, but confidently, says, “Trust 
me, Marist is full of ‘religious’ who truly live their daily work 
as their vocation, their calling.”  

The word is not capitalized, but the religious are still very 
much here.

In faith,

Jay Conroy, Principal
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Around and About, 

with Kathy Yocum
The Marist Brothers and their lasting legacy
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After having lived in a Brothers residence on 18th Avenue, 
the Brothers moved onto the Marist property and lived in 
trailers because the residence had not yet been built.  After 
teaching all week at Marist, Brother Robert LeClerc would 
take charge of construction with volunteers such as the 
Brothers and many, many parents.  The Brothers were not 
all work and no play, however. During this time Brother 
Charles Filiatrault remembers seeing Brother Fabian 
refereeing a Powder Puff football game for the girls’ teams 
and noticing how he always seemed to find a way of placing 
the ball precisely where there was the most mud in the field.  
Brother Charles can still see him running, with the girls in 
pursuit just after the game, trying to save his life by seeking 
asylum in the safety of the trailers.  The Brothers were 
always full of fun.  In May of 1975, Brother John Colbert 
and Brother Norbert Rodrigue, in Norbie’s words, “snucked 
in” before the permit on the new residence was issued

During the time the Brothers lived on campus, their house 
was our house.  Student or teacher, if you showed up 
unscheduled in the morning, someone would always answer 
the door, no matter what they were doing, and you could 
hear the Brothers in the little room that they’d made into a 
chapel, praying together the Liturgy of the Hours.  If you 
came in the middle of the night, there was a little slot next 
to the front door where you could return keys to the bus or 
to the van and so avoid waking the Brothers, but as soon as 
the key hit the bottom of the container, one, two, or three 
Brothers would come out or invite you in.  Parties, planned 
and unplanned, were regular happenings and you would 
see Brother Norbert disappear into the pantry and come 
out with bowls and baskets of munchies, while Brother 
Dan Grogan saw to it that you were kept hydrated.  After 
evening parent conferences in the cafeteria, all the Brothers 
and faculty would drift one by one over to the residence 
and wait until the last weary teacher, usually Jerry Ragan, 
showed up, and we would all raise a cheer.   The living 
room would have a blazing fire and be filled with laughter 
and fun, and stories.  Always stories.

When each Brother would first arrive from the East Coast, 
with his New York or Boston accent, he would  be met with, 
“Gee, you talk real funny!  Say something else!”  They were 
coming to one of the most unchurched parts of the country 
and considered us mission territory.  For example, Brother 
Charles remembers the athletic director in those early days, 
Chuck Deautremont, offering his handkerchief to Brother 
Timothy on Ash Wednesday thinking that he hadn’t noticed 
the dirt on his forehead.  

It was always entertaining to watch each new Brother arrive, 
with his rather stiff view of teacher-student relationships, 
only to be met with the smiles, openness, innocence, and 
sometimes not-so-innocence, of our students, and watch each 
Brother melt and be taken in by the love of our students.  
It was also fun to see each Brother, who was used to 
teaching only boys, cope with the girl situation. 

Brother Charles recalls the look of astonishment 
and bewilderment on the face of his Superior 
and school principal Brother Timothy when 
he saw Brother returning from a swim meet 
he had been coaching dripping wet because 
Marist had won the meet and the team 
had thrown him in the pool as was the 
custom, and Brother Timothy said, 
“Charlie, if you can’t handle  
the kids, . . .!”  

Brother Charles says he drew the same 
response when he naively asked him:  
“Tim, I have the boys measured for the 
team swim suits, but how do I go about 
measuring the girls?” 

Brother Charles says that what he 
remembers most  is the love he experienced 
while at Marist, the kind of love expressed by 
a fellow Marist Brother:  “When I am old, and 

Each issue we invite you to come with our new Marist Magazine Editor, Kathy Yocum,to visit a physical place in the school that 
represents the heart and soul of Marist.  Allow her to show you around and tell you about some special places on our campus.

AROUND
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&
ABOUT

look back, alone, on joys spent in service of love to you, I 
will remember you one by one, and my heart again will stir 
silent and unseen.  When to final destiny I am called, I will 
hear your voices still, like music borne by the wind.  Love 
will remain.  Love will grow in service greater than before, 
strong, mountain like, until in God we are again together.”  

Marist Brothers who served in Eugene, Brother Patrick, 
Brother James, Brother John Cummings, Brother Dan, 
Brother Norbert, Brother Robert LeClerc, Brother 
Brice, Brother Rick,  Brother Chanel, Brother Charles, and 
all of the Brothers who served us so well, your hearts and 
voices are stirring silent and unseen in our halls.  Your love 
remains. 

T i m o t h y  J o s e p h
C r o n a n  H a l s e y
D e n n i s  D u n n e

G e r a r d  B r e r e t o n
D a n i e l  G r o g a n

C h a r l e s  Fi l i a t r a u l t
T h o m a s  Pe t t i t e
E r n e s t  B e l a n d

P h i l i p  C o t e
D a n i e l  R i v a s

J o h n  R e y n o l d s
J o h n  M c D o n a g h

R o b e r t  R y a n
N o r b e r t  R o d r i g u e

J o h n  C o l b e r t
J o h n  o f  t h e  C r o s s

R o b e r t  Le C l e r c
R o n  H o r b a t i u k
A n t h o n y  H u c k

B r i c e  B y c z y n s k i
P h i l i p  M c E n a n e y
C h a n e l  L a m b e r t

Fr a n c i s  ” S c o t t y ”  H u g h e s
R i c h a r d  C a r e y
Fa b i a n  M a y o r
J a m e s  D e v i n e

J o h n  Q u i n n
T h o m a s  S i m m o n s
C h a r l e s  S c h n e i d e r
A n t h o n y  I a z z e t t i

T i m o t h y  M c M a n u s
J a m e s  H a l l i d a y

L a w r e n c e  L a v a l l e e
H a n k  S a m m o n

M a t t h e w  C a l l a n a n
Pa t r i c k  M a g e e
Pa u l  Fo r g u e s

B r e n d a n  B r e n n a n
J o h n  C u m m i n g s

J e r r y  D o w s k y
Pe t e r  Le o n a r d

M i c h a e l  M a r s a n
S u m n e r  H e r r i c k

E u g e n e  B r i m i n g h a m
D e n i s  C a v e r l e y

Wi l l i a m  Le e
L a w r e n c e  Le t e n d r e

Marist Brothers who 
served in Eugene 

1966-1994

Brother Dan, who served Marist from 1969 - 1976
and 1983 - 1994, confers with a student. Photo
from Marist Archive.
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photo by Tyler Beyerlein '12

photo by Alyssa Grimaldi '12

photo by Alyssa Grimaldi '12

Sometime around the third week of June it dawned on me. For 
once in my 10 plus years of teaching, I didn’t have any files 
to organize! A few years earlier I remember commiserating 
with Marist Spanish teacher Debbie Cullen about the need to 
file and organize handouts, quizzes, tests, and notes that I had 
accumulated and planned to use in the future. It was a task we 
both knew needed doing and that, when completed, would 
surely make our lives easier in the coming years. But it was 
already June 16th and the unmistakable scent of summer was 
thick in the air. We wanted nothing more than to sprint carefree 
out those same double doors that had transported our students to 
their summer selves. We got some filing done and we left some 
for the years to come. But I haven’t filed, labeled or organized a 
single hard copy since.

Everything that I need is now safely(?) on the hard drive of my 
computer and double secret protection backed up on the local 
Marist server. In our adjoining-door chats, new Marist Math 
teacher Vanessa Wyffels recently commented how important it 
was to correctly name and organize your files as the year went 
on in order to easily access and adapt them for each new year. 
Gone are overhead projectors, replaced with L.C.D. projectors 
and document cameras. Anything that I can put on my computer 
screen I can share with my students. Anything, I mean anything, 
(think science) that I can fit under the camera can be shown to 
my students. Documents, images, videos, sheep brains, can all 
be magnified and manipulated  to bring our students directly 
into discovery and learning. Technology is changing the way 
we teach and engage our students; it’s fluid and amazing and 
we as professional educators have to harness its power to attract 
and capture our students. We have to learn to use it to engage, 
motivate and educate them. And not only do we need to learn 
how to use it ourselves as teachers, but we also need to teach 
our students how to use it efficiently, appropriately and ethically. 
Whew! I am energized, excited, tired out and trepidatious all at 
the same time.

We are competing daily for our students' attention as they are 
bombarded and overwhelmed with media. Part of our job as 
Catholic educators is to reach them with the Gospel message so 
radically different than what the world is beaming them. Both St. 
Jean Baptiste De LaSalle (1651-1719), founder of the Christian 
Brothers Schools, and St. Marcellin Champagnat (1789-1840), 
founder of the Marist Brothers, were convinced of the value 
of truly knowing their students, of relating and reaching them 
where they were. This virtue holds true today. Our task is to use 
the tool of technology to communicate with our students in their 
world. This new world will soon be their university world and 
eventually their working world. We need to equip our students 
to successfully navigate their college experiences and to prepare 
them to succeed in whatever career path they may choose. One 
of the keys to this success is the efficient use of technology. 

This is a task we began devoting serious time to in the spring 
of last year in two separate but connected ways: through our 
Marist Academic Council, made up of subject area leaders and 
through our Marist Technology Committee, made up of teachers, 
parents and administrators. We began last year and will continue 
in coming years to ask several important questions:   What 
technology skills do our students currently have?  What skills 
do we think they need to have? What skills will they need to be 
successful in college and in their careers?  When? Where? And 
how are we currently teaching these skills and how and where 
will we be teaching them in the future? Of course, all of these 
questions are viewed through our Catholic, Christian lens. This 
leads to questions about educating our students to interact and 
relate with others through technology in a way that is consistent 
with our Gospel values.  We have a lot of exciting and interesting 
work to do. This is what our students need to succeed and this 
is what we need as educators to reach, meet, relate and send our 
students out prepared to lead and serve others in Christ’s name. 
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Ryan Baker teaches French 
and Spanish. In addition to his 
love of technology in teaching 

he continues his passion of 
introducing as many students as 

possible to Petanque.

the changing face 
of teaching Technology in the 

Classroom
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In the fall of 2000 when I started at Marist, there was no 
computer technology available in the Marist Science 
Department.  That same year, three families made a 
commitment to make sure that we had the technology to 
prepare our students for the ever-growing technological 
nature of science education and science research.  What 
they started twelve years ago has continued to evolve and 
enrich science education to this very day and our latest 
installment has finally allowed technology-based labs and 
lesson plans to be used in all science classes, not just the 
Advanced Placement ones.

Thanks to generous donors, the science department now has a 
full classroom set of 24 laptop computers that can be ushered 
in to any science classroom at will to go along with our rather 
extensive collection of electronic-data-taking hardware and 
software.  This makes all four science classrooms in effect 
computer-based science labs that can measure all aspects of 
scientific phenomena such as the trajectory of a ball in free 
fall, the pH of a solution, the respiration rate of plants and 
the live EKG of the human heart right here on our campus!  
Until this final installment, the technological infrastructure 
in each room has been quite dependent on the individual 
room and, honestly, outright inadequate in some.  We had 
the hardware to take the data, but not always the computers 
to run them.  Because of this, the emphasis was placed on 
technology for advanced placement labs.  However, now we 
can extend that same emphasis on technology at lower levels 
in the science curriculum.  And the advantages this has are 
usually seen within a couple of years of implementation.

I first learned of the advantage of technology-based science 
labs within five years of the initial investment.  One early 
fall morning, a student sent me an email stating that he and 
his friend who attended Portland State University were 
using the exact same equipment in their college labs that we 
had used at Marist.  He mentioned how fun it was to be the 
person who knew how to use the hardware and they were 
learning more about science because the learning curve for 

the equipment was much less steep than for other students.  
This confidence and ability are a big reason why both of 
these gentlemen went on to graduate programs in science 
and have since become professionals in science-related 
fields.  In fact, I recently got an email from one of them and 
he has been developing podcasts for using science concepts 
and technology in relation to sports performance.  Having 
technology available in the AP curriculum gave them the 
leg up and edge to be leaders in their field.  This latest round 
will allow that leg up to be extended even lower into the 
curriculum.  

We can now offer computer-based labs in the junior 
chemistry class as well as freshman physical science.  
While we had tried to implement these labs in the past, the 
technology was too inconsistent to be effectively used for 
teaching.  And when it was used, the students were made to 
be in large groups due to low levels of availability.  Now we 
can extend the opportunity and at a much more individual 
hands-on level.  This now means that the students who go on 
to AP science can start at a higher level and allow for more 
content and less tech skills to be taught.  And for those who 
do not pursue an advanced science at Marist, they leave with 
the technology skills needed for science classes in college 
and the understanding of how technology can lead to the 
betterment of humanity through scientific discovery.  

Science education and technology have changed much in 
just the past ten years and yet Marist continues to send 
students who are well-versed in both to some of the most 
prestigious universities in the country to study science, 
including Brown, Stanford and MIT.  This only occurs 
because of our commitment to maintaining the use of 
that technology in our classrooms and your commitment 
to making sure that we have the most current technology 
available and enough of it to extend to opportunity to each 
and every Marist student.

Ryan Moser has been 
at Marist for 11 years 

teaching Chemistry and 
Physics. Ryan now serves 
as Department Chair for 

the Science Department and 
is the Assistant Volleyball 

Coach. 

Technology-Based
Science Labs New Tools Benefit

Marist Students

8    MARIST QUARTERLY FALL 2011    9

photo by Tyler Beyerlein '12



   

Dave Schmidt graduated 
in 1974 from Marist High 
School in Eugene, and 
joined the Marist Brothers 
Contact Program, which is a 
formation program to become 

a Marist Brother.  While in this program he graduated from the 
University of Oregon in 1978, then moved to Chicago where 
he lived in a Marist monastery in 1978-1979, and coached 
football and taught mathematics at Marist High School 
(Chicago).  He came back to Eugene’s Marist High and began 
teaching math, replacing a young teacher Doug Schaaf  who 
was leaving to take a higher paying job at West Albany High 
School. (Note, Schaaf has himself returned in the last two 
years to a part-time position at Marist, teaching Calculus and 
Honors Algebra). Dave admits that he had heard there was 
a very special art teacher there at Marist, Lex Bonzer, who 
would later become his wife.  

Dave Schmidt
Alg. 2/Trig, 
Honors 
Geometry/Tri, 
Senior Math

After several years, and with future family obligations 
weighing heavy, Lex encouraged him to “go make more 
money,” so he taught four years at Hamlin Middle School and 
then twenty years at Springfield High School. But in May, this 
past year, a math job opened at Marist.  In Dave’s words, “I 
always envisioned myself ending my career teaching at Marist 
after I’d retired but coming back now works for me.”

He thoughtfully shares, “The difference that distinguishes 
Marist from anything else is the spirituality.  I look at Marist 
as a family where teachers treat students as if they were their 
own kids.  They do this with every student.  When class sizes 
are in the 20s, you can do that.  I absolutely love to teach 
mathematics.  My ability to do that at Marist will present a lot 
fewer obstacles to treating students in that way.”

As he readied himself for first days of class at Marist this 
fall, he noted, “In years prior to this one, I would have a 
pit in my stomach that would go up to the top of my throat 
at the beginning of the year.  This year I feel refreshed.”  
With a warm quick smile he adds,  “Another reason I am 
excited about being here is that I want to regain my faith.  
It’s important to me again to pray for polynomials in the 
classroom.”

“I look around at all the old and new staff and they treat me 
like I never left.  I want to give back some of what Marist has 
given me.  The Marist Brothers and I go back a long time.  
Their commitment to the ‘Christian education of the youth’ 
was and is outstanding.  They showed the way in kindness and 
nurturing.  They had genuine concern and deep faith.”

“When Marist Brother Norbert, who had been at Marist 
Eugene for 19 years, came back to visit in June of this year, he 
told Jay (in front of an end-of-year staff meeting), ‘This is as 
Catholic a school as I’ve seen.’ ”  

Reflecting from his own years of involvement with the 
Marist Brothers, Schmidt added, “If Marcellin  came on this 
campus today he would be proud of this school.  This is what 
Marcellin Champagnat wanted. The Marist charism is the 
education of the poor.  If we educate the leaders of the world, 
that is just as important as educating the economically poor.  
Some of the Marist schools today are dedicated to educating 
the more well-to-do in a sense of justice because they will use 
that sense to help the poor.”

“I don’t teach subjects, although that is important.  I teach 
kids.  I want them to remember me for who I am, not for what 
I taught.  The decision to return to Marist was the hardest 
decision I ever made, other than leaving the Marist Brothers.  
I have good friends and incredible students at Springfield 
High School.  It was terribly hard but I know I made the right 
decision because I felt peace.  At the first faculty meeting I felt 
the good Lord had called me back to His nest.” 

This is simply the strongest high school staff I have ever had 
the privilege and pleasure of working with in my 27 years 
in education.  Highly educated in their subject area, they are 
experienced in the classroom, holding high expectations for all 
kids, and are caring and sincere and passionate in following their 
vocation to bring out the best in students. 

Marist hired eight  new classroom teachers and one college 
guidance counselor, compared to only one new hire last year.   
The vacancies came from a combination of events for staff 
ranging from family needs, to spouses moving on in their own 
careers, to personal life-changes and more.  The new crop 
of teachers ranges in experience from 4th year math teacher 
Vanessa Wyfells to over 25 years in the classroom for math 
teacher Dave Schmidt.  All are highly recommended, moving 
to Marist as a true desired option, thanks in part due to more 
competitive compensation under our steadily improving 
compensation package, as well as Marist’s reputation for an 

outstanding community with ideal teacher:student ratios and 
supportive parents.

The staff profile at Marist is truly outstanding, with average 
years of teaching at 15.3 years; percentage of teachers with 
Masters Degree or better at  80%; 12 teachers with 10 or more 
years at Marist; 16 College Now classes that offer more than 
153 hours of college credit (nearly double that of any other 
local Eugene/Springfield school); 12 Advanced Placement 
classes; an Academic Strategies class to help any 9th graders 
wanting additional support (offered by Guidance Counselor 
Shari Pimental) ; Theater, Strings, Rock Band, Art, Robotics and 
more.

Part of their “story” is captured below through interviews 
conducted by Kathy Yocum, Marist We Are One Editor.  To read 
biographies of all staff members, please go to our website—
Marisths.org, and search “About Us.”
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A Dream Team
by Jay Conroy, with Profiles by Kathy Yocum
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After her second year at ATA, though chosen as her school’s 
nominee for 4J teacher of the year, she was laid off due to budget 
cuts and lack of seniority.  She applied at Marist but had received 
no reply, so she accepted a job at Harrisburg.  When Jay offered 
her the position at Marist, she felt honor-bound to refuse.  When 
she told this to the 4J Human Resources director, the woman took 
her by the shoulders and told her she needed to do what would be 
best for her in the long run.

Vanessa loved teaching middle-school students and setting 
them up for success, but now she is excited about building 
relationships with students for four years, watching that success 
happen and being an integral part of its scope and direction.  
Along with her unbounded enthusiasm, Vanessa brings three 
years of intensive training and experience with Smart Boards, 
which she says present an interactive dimension within which 
students can manipulate variables.  The Board and her expertise 
in maximizing its use are huge assets to help students accelerate 
learning and deepen understanding.  After working with District 
4J’s Technology Integration Team, she looks forward to helping 
other teachers incorporate different types of technology into their 
various disciplines.

At ATA, Vanessa thoroughly enjoyed “learning about learning” 
from middle and high school principals, teachers and district 
personnel.  She created a math club consisting of 7th and 8th-
grade students who amazingly met on their own time Saturdays.  
She formed mixed levels for each of three student teams who 
participated in Math Counts competitions in Salem, where 
most teachers choose only upper-level students to compete.  At 
ATA she was able to participate in a Learning About Learning 
program where a particular problem or skill such as third-level 
questioning would be dealt with in four to five different classes 
where the teacher-observers would plan expectations, discuss 
results and debrief on student learning and next steps.

Every teacher who has ever taught middle school has stories, 
but Vanessa’s stories are likely guaranteed to outdo any of those.  
And she tells them with a loving and respectful sense of humor.  
Given her rich experience, great skills, and her challenging, but 
loving character, our students can expect a truly valuable and 
memorable time spent with Mrs. Wyffels.

Catholicism.  Tripp left Carson High School in 1995 to engage 
in the family business and became a Chevrolet dealer. Their 
children attended Catholic school for kindergarten through 
eighth grade when Catholic schools were accessible, but did not 
attend Catholic high school until coming to Eugene.  For those 
thirteen years away from education he vowed  that “if given the 
chance, and money was not the issue, I would go back to my 
original plan of teaching in a Catholic school.”

In 2006 Tripp sold the family business in Moscow, Idaho, got 
recertified to teach, and began looking for employment in a 
“college town.”  They chose Eugene where he received an offer 
to work at Central Linn, just north of Eugene in Halsey, and 
his wife began working at the University of Oregon.  Marist 
High was just what they had wanted for their children.  During 
the years that Lauren was a student at Marist, he would attend 
school Mass in the gym and various events on campus and 
ask himself, “Why would someone not want to be here, in this 
place?”

Tripp is excited to be here because he has been so impressed 
firsthand with Marist and with his family’s own experience 
of being here.  He is looking forward to learning more about 
his faith.  As he looks back he realizes that he had a great 
experience at Central Linn and wonderful relationships with 
the kids there.  As he looks forward, he is doubly excited to be 
working with students who are committed to being better, to 
seeing the big picture, and to making their mark on this world.  
His personal goal is to be one of the most valuable teachers on 
the staff at Marist, and to continue the Marist tradition of being 
the marquee school in Eugene.

In 2000 Becky did her student 
teaching with Kathy Yocum 
and really felt part of the 

Marist community.  Because Kathy’s husband became ill, they 
had to move to Florida, and Kathy’s teaching position became 
open.  Becky was very happy to take that position for the next 
three years. However, because of financial considerations she 
decided to teach at Thurston High School in Springfield, where 
she herself had been a student.  Reflecting on her feelings as 
she took the new position, she related that she felt that the 
students there needed her, and that somebody had to be there 
for them.  She felt that she was giving something back to the 
community that had raised her.  When she began teaching there, 
two of her own high school teachers were still there.  It felt like 
a homecoming for her.  At the time one of the teachers still 
working there said that seeing her grow from a student to an 
excellent teacher gave him faith that the system did work.

Reflecting on her eight years at Thurston, in her words, she 
“was happy for the most part.  I was not able to mention the 
name of Jesus but I could allude to His ideas in the literature 
I was teaching.  I struggled with a sense of mission.  I was 
constantly asking myself, what are we supposed to do for these 
kids?  I had no answers but to close the door, keep my head 
down and for the most part, not worry about mission.  I felt I 
would retire from there.”

On returning to Marist, she continues, “One day last year 
I met Kathy for one of the chats we had been accustomed to 
having for the last eleven years.  She was retiring and had an 
application in her school bag.  We had joked about trading that 
position back and forth and here it was maybe happening again.  
My husband Bryon thought the opportunity was great and said 
that he’d always wished that someday I would return to Marist.  
We had already enrolled our daughter Emily in the school way 
before any of this came up, and she was excited about the 
possibility as well.  Principal Jay Conroy called me and invited 
me to come see him and talk.  Right after the interview I knew 
that all of the teachers would be in the staff room eating lunch.  
Not knowing what to expect, and ever-fearful that I may have 
offended someone in the past, I braced myself and opened 
the door.  What I experienced was an outpouring of love and 
welcome.  Sometimes you know you are in the right place.  I 
would have come back to Marist in spite of the fact that my 
daughter was coming here to school.  Emily decided to come 

Tripp Nelson had four years of 
“parent” perspective at Marist 
before joining us this fall as 
a teacher.  He is the father of 
Lauren Nelson who, after a 
stellar four years at Marist, 
including serving as a leader 
on the Girls Encounter, is 
now a student at Whitworth 
University.  She is headed 
for a teaching degree while 
following her passion to be a competitive collegiate swimmer.  
Her brother Darren is a Marist sophomore and is active in 
Marist sports programs as well.

Tripp attended the University of Nevada at Reno, known by 
some as (tongue firmly in cheek) “the Harvard of the West.”  
After obtaining his teaching degree in history, he verbally 
accepted a teaching job at Bishop Manogue Catholic High 
School.  He was newly married and concerned about the low 
income, and shortly thereafter Carson High School (Carson 
City, NV) offered him a 2/3’s jump in salary and additional 
benefits.  His “head” led him to take it.  He reflects that Carson 
had a fantastic academic program, but the phone call to Bishop 
Manogue backing out of his earlier acceptance was extremely 
hard to make and left him with a nagging sense of obligation 
that followed him for nearly two decades.

Tripp’s connection to Catholic schools and the church is both 
persistent and fruitful.  He was not raised Catholic but felt its 
pull because of its history, rituals, and structure, and because 
his new wife Sherri was Catholic.   In 1988 he converted to 

Tripp Nelson
World History

Becky Boyd
Honors Lit/
Genre, 
Fundamentals 
of Writing, 
Shakespeare Lit

to Marist not knowing that I would be here, too.   I felt that this 
was another homecoming.”

“While I tried to make it be family at Thurston, it was not 
the same.  It was so different here (at Marist).  Public school 
teachers work hard and give of themselves but they are limited 
because of that professional distance that one must put up in 
that environment.  Public schools are in the business of the 
mind and the body but they skip the heart and to me that is the 
most important part.  I really didn’t feel like I was making the 
decision, but that I was being led by God.”

On her hopes for her work at Marist, she reflects, “One of my 
goals is to try to be as involved in the community as much as 
I can, like when I was here before participating in Encounters 
and school activities, and also being involved in students’ lives 
in a different way to help them make connections between those 
things we read and write and talk about involving spirituality 
and to bring those ideas into their own lives, and to help them 
build that community for themselves.” 

Vanessa 
Wyffels
Alg. I, Alg. II

Coming from what she herself 
describes as a “very Catholic 
family,” Vanessa graduated 
from Central Catholic High 
School in Portland, Oregon.  
After earning her Bachelor’s 
in Mathematics and Master of 
Teaching degrees from Western 
Oregon, she secured a long-
term substitute position for a 

year at Milwaukee High School.  
Her husband wanted to be closer to family farther south, so they 
moved to Creswell where she landed a math teaching job at 
Eugene 4J’s Arts and Technology Academy, formerly Jefferson 
Middle School. Some students were very gifted academically, 
while many others struggled with poor learning foundations.   
Some carried huge personal issues including being homeless 
or with drug problems. Vanessa shares that she truly loved the 
challenge of getting them all excited about learning and mastering 
math concepts.

Additional New Staff- Fall 2011

Beth Wirth: English; Leadership; Academic  

 Support 

Bart Pollard: English; Associate Athletic  

 Director; Head Boys Basketball

Matthew Oppe: Religion 

Jeanette Hero: Math 

Court Wirth: Senior College Counselor 
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5A OREGONIAN

In every classroom and office 
space at Marist today a visitor will 
notice three consistent articles—a 
crucifix, and two framed 

documents, our Mission Statement and 
our Values Statement.  All three are 
meant to remind us of our reason for 
being:

“Marist Catholic High School is a 
Christ-centered welcoming community 
committed to academic excellence and 
preparing students to lead and serve 
others.” (Mission Statement)

“….We are dedicated to LEADERSHIP, 
learning in activities and athletics the 
values of preparation, teamwork, effort, 
fair play, and overcoming adversity.” 
(Marist Values statement, part 4).

“Faith, Academics, Community, 
Service and Leadership are key pieces 
of our Marist experience,” asserted 
Principal Jay Conroy, in a presentation 
to prospective parents.  “We build 
and cultivate our program of athletic 
competition and activities not for the 
glory and renown, but for the depth 
and richness of values that participation 
brings.  Those values include  hard 
work, preparation, teamwork, fair 
play, overcoming adversity, respecting 
your teammates and your opponents, 
discipline, and recognizing something 
larger than yourself.  As an example 
we had four teams last year who had 
the highest team GPA’s of any school 
of any size in the state, including our 
football team that battled to a hard-

fought  overtime loss in  the state 
championship game in its first year at 
5A.”  

This past school year (2010-11) Marist 
stepped up to the 5A division of schools 
in Oregon.   5A includes schools with 
student population of 850 to 1460.  
Marist, with only 482 students last 
year, made the conscious decision that 
the value of participation in athletics 
was best filled by playing teams that 
would regularly challenge them, even 
though wins and championships would 
be obviously more difficult to come 
by.  Moving to the Midwestern League 
meant playing Eugene/Springfield 
schools each week, including 6A 
schools, Sheldon and South Eugene 
(except in football where Marist picked 
up Eagle Point and Ashland, 5A schools 
from Southern Oregon.)

Even though Marist has exceptionally 
high participation rates (over 60 % 
of our student body is participating 
in a fall sport and over 85% of our 
students played at least one sport last 
year), parents and longtime supporters 
worried that Marist teams would not 
be able to stand the challenge.  Schools 
with two and three times the population  
would, they feared, be “bigger, faster, 
stronger and more specialized with 
many athletes focusing on just one 
sport.”  In contrast, Marist coaches and 
staff relished the challenge, citing the  
very values central to our Mission.  In 
each season our teams performed week 
in and week out, finishing at or near 
the top in league play and advancing in 
playoff competition.

The final coup came with the 
announcement this fall from the Oregon 
Schools Activities Association (OSAA) 
that Marist Catholic High School had 
won the OSAA Oregonian Cup for 5A 
schools.  The award was presented to 

student body president Ryan Whalen at 
an all-school assembly on September 
26, 2011

The Oregonian Cup, begun in 1999, 
was created as a way to recognize high 
school overall excellence in academics, 
activities and athletics. The award honors 
a school’s students, teachers, coaches 
and the entire school community. 
Schools earn points based on their 
participation and finish in OSAA State 
Championships and for top 10 finishes 
in the OSAA Academic All-State 
Program. A sportsmanship component, 
whereby schools are awarded points 
each season for having no ejections, 
is included in the point totals as well.  
Marist finished this year’s competition 
with 5,119 points, with Crescent Valley 
finishing second with 4,993 points and 
West Albany High School, Sherwood, 
Summit and Corvallis High School’s 
rounding out the top 6.  

“I couldn’t be more excited and proud for 
our school to win this award,” said Jay 
Conroy, Marist High School Principal. 
“This is huge for our students, staff and 
parents. While athletic success is often 
measured by wins and losses, at Marist 
we are saying it’s more about achieving 
success in all aspects of academic and 
activity development.  We’re excited 
that our school chose to take on the 
challenge of playing in the 5A division 
(schools from 850 to 1450 students) and 
we truly appreciate the opportunity to 
play schools in the Eugene-Springfield 
area.  Those schools have been very 
welcoming and the competition and 
sportsmanship have been great.”

Sharee Waldron is currently the 
Athletic Director for Marist High 

School and parent of 3 Marist 
graduates. She also coaches the 

school's new Shooting Team.

In Its First Year 

Fall Sports Participants
2011 Season

Cheer  18
Cross Country 38  
Dance  12
Football  88
Petanque 22
Shooting 16
Soccer  72 
Volleyball 36
Water Polo 16

Total   318
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2010-2011 Marist Donor Report

Governance
2010-2011 Marist Donor Report

From The Director

photos by Tyler Beyerlein '12, Steve Barth, Trish Laver '11

photo by Toni Cooper

God bless you for supporting Marist.  The following pages are in gratitude for all those who helped Marist in 
its mission to educate the students entrusted to our care.  You have invested in those students, our staff and all 
who are part of the Marist community.  Your investment continues to reap the dividends of students who are 
taught in an environment that emphasizes faith, academics, leadership and service.  We could not continue 
that mission without your support.  Thank you for being part of our community.

The Marist development effort raised over $536,000 during the 2010-2011 school year with an additional 
$55,000 in donations to the Marist Foundation for long-term endowment.  This $591,000 represented a 
growth of over 15% from the previous year and the second year of growth for the new combined effort of the 
School and Foundation.  Donations included the first $100,000 gift in several years, as well as donations 
to complete the foreign language computer lab, a new science computer lab, new gym score boards and 
a newly endowed scholarship fund!  Giving toward tuition assistance helped keep enrollment steady and 
set the stage for the enrollment growth we have experienced in the 2011-2012 school year.  This growth has 
stabilized our financial situation and allowed our leadership to look ahead and begin planning for our future 
long-term.  We could not have done this without the efforts of all our Marist supporters.  Our success is a gift 
from everyone.

While there continue to be challenges, we have managed to grow in an economy that is uncertain.  Our goal is 
to work hard to build the number of alumni who support Marist.  We are also reaching out to those who have 
given in the past asking them to renew their commitment to Marist as it begins to thrive.  We gain strength in 
this tiring effort from the stories of those who have come before us and the potential of the students we see 
every day.  Marist is truly a wonderful place.  It is your school.  God bless you for being part of it.  We could 
not be who we are without you.

Best regards,

Tom Simon
Marist Parent and Development Director

Marist Catholic High School is governed by the Marist Board of Directors with Principal Jay Conroy in charge of day-
to-day operations of the school.  The Marist Foundation is an independent corporation managing donations given to the 
Foundation for the long-term financial benefit of the school.  

Principal - Jay Conroy

School Board 2010-11

Chris Cardani, Board President, Current Parent, Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice
Fr. Steve Clovis, Pastor, St. Paul Catholic Church
Vicky Hanson, Past Parent
Julie Harper, Past Parent
Diza Hilles ’81, Past Parent
Kelly Hughes ’80, Current Parent, Vice Principal & Teacher, St. Paul Parish School
Peter Kerns ’79, Chief of Police, Eugene City Police Department
Charles Kimball, Past Parent, Senior Vice President, Monaco RV, LLC
Robert Mizia, Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon
Clay Skurdal, Current Parent, Senior Vice President-Branch Manager, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
John Stacy ’79, Past Parent, Vice President, US Bank
Leonard E. Vuysteke, CPA, CCM, Chief Financial Officer, Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon

Foundation Board 2010-11

Chris Duyck ’74, Board President, Vice President, KPD Insurance, Inc.
Dr. Keith Balderston, Current Parent, Director of Maternal Fetal Medicine, Sacred Heart Riverbend Medical Center
Bradley Copeland, Past Parent, Shareholder, Arnold, Gallagher, Saydack, Percell, Roberts & Potter
Owen Engelmann, Past Parent, Instructional Developer, National Institute for Direct Instruction 
Dr. Gerald Harper, Past Parent, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon, McKenzie Medical Center
Terry Haskin, Current Parent, Territory Manager, Case Power & Equipment
Cathleen Karcher, Current Parent
Cissy Kast ’80, Current Parent, Instructional Aide, St. Paul Parish School
Nancy Kiesewetter, Current Parent, Owner, Diamond Ridge Fine Jewelry
Donald Lance ’79, CPA, Past Parent, Partner, Kernutt Stokes
Mary Kay Manwill, Current Parent, Former Healthcare Administrator
Robert Olive, Current Parent, Agent, State Farm Insurance
Andy Storment, Current Parent, Owner, Kerr Concentrates
Robert Weeks, Current Parent, Vice President, KPD Insurance, Inc.
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INCOME   
 Tuition & Fees  79.2%  3,804,258 
 Donations  11.2%  536,272 
 Marist Foundation    1.7%  81,900
    & Other Grant 
 Student Activities   6.4%  308,093 
 Other Income    1.5%  70,071 
      
     $4,800,594 

   
EXPENSES   
 Wages & Benefits 69.7%  3,276,454 
 Administration &  26.5%  1,244,969 
    Program Costs
 Depreciation    3.8%  177,035 
     
      $4,698,458

2010-2011 Marist Donor Report

School Profile
2010-2011 Marist Donor Report

Finances

photos by Alyssa Grimaldi '12, Trish Laver '11, Sam Walters '12, J.T. Brooks '12

Actual Expenses 2010-11

Actual Revenues 2010-11

Independent Review
For the second year, our financial statements for 2010-2011 underwent 
an independent review by Moss Adams, a local CPA firm.  Their review 
resulted in an unqualified opinion.   For a copy of the full report, please 
contact Reba McClary in our Business Office at (541) 485-7879.

Enrollment
482 students attended Marist Catholic High School in 2010-2011 with almost half of our enrollment 
consisting of graduates from O’Hara and St. Paul’s elementary schools. The remainder of our 
students came from over 30 different public and private elementary schools in our area.

Faith
Our student body in 2010-2011 was 55% Catholic, 45% Protestant, with the remaining 5% non-
Christian or listing no religion. Marist requires four years of theology for graduation, which includes 
a service learning component. Our students participated in monthly all-school Masses and a variety 
of team Masses prior to competitions and extracurricular activities. Each year students have an 
opportunity to participate in a retreat, with the most intensive being the Junior Encounter.

In 2010-11, the school began a new effort to further the Catholic development of the school with an 
emphasis on teaching as a lay vocation. This has become an ongoing effort of the school and is the 
focus of staff retreats, staff professional development, and the strategic plan of the school. The goal 
of this effort is to cement the foundation of Marist as a Catholic high school open to all.

Academics
In 2010, Marist offered 18 College Now courses and 11 advanced placement courses. These courses allow a student to earn college 
credit for Marist course work. A large number of our students participated in these courses with some achieving enough credits to 
enter college as sophomores. Marist has the ability to offer courses that help students to earn college credit due to the caliber of 
teachers on staff. Eighty percent of Marist teachers hold advanced degrees within the subject area they are teaching. 

Other notables in the area of Marist academics are:

99.1% of students graduate; 98% continue education: 82.7% attend 4 year institutions, 16.2% attend 2 year institutions• 
Small class size, average class size is 21• 
Safety within a Christian community - The campus is closed except for seniors.• 
Honors level courses offered all four years• 
National Merit Scholars every year• 
Rigorous college preparatory curriculum• 
Art, Music, and Theater classes•  

Leadership
Marist offered over 40 extra-curricular activities in 2010-2011 with 27 boys and girls sports programs and a variety of clubs. In 
our first year moving up to the higher 5A classification, Marist won the Oregonian Cup for athletic and academic achievement and 
sportsmanship. It was our eighth year in a row. 

Service
Marist juniors and seniors complete 50 hours of Christian service as part of their graduation requirement. In preparation for this Christian 
service project, each student completes 15 hours of service to family, community, and church connected to the first two years of their 
theology coursework. Last year, our students completed approximately 8,125 hours of service.

In addition, parents completed hundreds of hours of service contributing their time and expertise serving on school and foundation boards, 
helping with maintenance of grounds, concession stands, front desk service, retreats, student supervision, and fundraisers such as the 
Marist auction. Collectively this service represented an in-kind contribution to the school of several hundred thousand dollars.   

Results of Operations
One of the strategic initiatives at Marist is strong financial stewardship – to sustain the quality and diversity of academic 
and extracurricular programs for our students for the long-term.  To that end, we continued to enhance our marketing and 
development efforts while cutting costs in strategic areas.  As a result, overall revenues increased by close to $300,000 or 
7% this year while expenses dropped by close to $25,000.
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The Marist Auction

photo byTyler Beyerlein '12
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Anonymous
Shelli Anderson
Dan & Ellen Brown
Michael J Dwyer Foundation
Pat Grassman
Phillip & Arvilla Heidt
KPD Insurance

Stan McDonald & Grace  
   Strom
Moss Adams LLP
Tom & Ann Simon
Weber Coastal Bells L.P.
Michael & Kay Whitney
Joe Womack

Full Patron Table

Slocum Center for Orthopedics  • 
   and Sports Medicine

Our Generous Sponsors

Jerry and Julie Harper• 
NeuroSpine Institute• 
Gemmell and Gubrud Families• 
Jon and Terri Anderson• 
Phil and Arvilla Heidt• 
Andy and Chris Storment• 
Industrial Finishes• 

Platinum Level
$10,000

Silver Level
$2500

Bob Auld• 
Rick & Alisa Kincade• 
KPD Insurance• 
James and Mary Kay Manwill• 
James and Yvonne Wildish• 

Bronze Level
$1,000

Brian & Debbie Achter 
Corey & Holly Anderson 
Jon & Terri Anderson 
Shelli Anderson 
Bob Auld & Debi Long 
Michael & Tina Auld 
Keith & Stephanie Balderston 
David & Theresa Barker 
Dan & Kathie Bedbury 
Mike & Colleen Bellotti 
Dan & Ellen Brown 
Jerry & Patricia Brown 
Steve & Alayne Clarke 
Dawn Clifton 
Jay & Judy Conroy 
Joe & Cynthia Couey 
Bob & Michelle Cross 
Lee & Kathryn Daniel 
William & Tanya Davis 
Mike & Sue Devereux 
Chris & Diane Duyck 
Michael J Dwyer Foundation 
Ryan Dwyer 
Jeff & Molly Elder 
Eton Lane Foundation 
Dan & Denise Fitzpatrick 
Rick & Mandy Gardner 
Julie Gemmell 

Robert Gemmell 
Greg & Stefani Gosslee 
Richard & Sally Grant 
Pat Grassman 
Doug & Dawn D. Gubrud 
Elaine Gubrud 
Jeff & Deanna Guckenberger 
Vicky Hanson 
Gerald Harper 
Phillip & Arvilla Heidt 
Robert & Elizabeth Helfrich 
Ted L Helvoigt & Michelle 
   Gall 
David & Diza Hilles 
April Hoffman
Kyle & Kate Hudson 
Erik & Kelly Hughes 
Industrial Finishes & Systems 
Richard & Lynn Jacobson 
Tony & Terry James 
Katie Jeremiah 
Kris Jeremiah 
Sandra Jeremiah 
Philip & Barbara Jessie 
Brian & Debbie Jewett 
Robert & Gay Jones 
Sean & Leslie Jones 
Samuel & Lark Kalstad 

Joe & Cathleen Karcher 
Paul & Kristen Keller 
John & Nancy Kiesewetter 
Steve & Sally Killgore 
Charlie & Lisa Kimball 
Rick & Alisa Kincade 
Steve & Christine Koester 
KPD Insurance 
Brent & Michelle Laing 
Ryan Lee 
Steve & Sally Lee 
Helen Lester 
Joe & Kathi Levell 
James & Mary Kay Manwill 
Jim & Ann Martin 
LouAnn Martin 
Edwena Matychuck 
Rob & Reba McClary 
Merritt McDole 
Stan McDonald & Grace 
   Strom 
Randy & Lori McPherson 
Robb & Dee Miller 
Wally & June Miller 
Moss Adams LLP 
Don & Colleen Murray 
Garrett Nehl 
Parker Nehl 

Chris & Elise Noonan 
Bill & Heidi Pollock 
Bill & Lila Roth 
Jerry & Sue Rouleau 
John & Shelley Saraceno 
Jerry & Colleen Schneider 
Tim & Linda Schor 
Steve & Martha Shepard 
Bart & Kelli Sherman 
Julie Sherman 
Leroy & Verda Sherman 
Augie & Kristin Sick 
Tom & Ann Simon 
Clay & Colette Skurdal 
Slocum Center for 
   Orthopedics and Sports 
   Medicine 
John & Julie Stacy 
Tom & Susan Stewart 
Lyn Stiltner 
Andy & Chris Storment 
Michele Vinson 
Jay & Sharee Waldron 
Weber Coastal Bells L.P.
Robert & Cheri Weeks 
Michael & Kay Whitney 
James & Yvonne Wildish 
Joe Womack  

Contributions Over $500Tuition Assistance
Kris Jeremiah
Brian & Debbie Jewett
Steve & Sally Killgore
Charlie & Lisa Kimball
Steve & Christine Koester
Brent & Michelle Laing
Ryan Lee
Helen Lester
James & Mary Kay Manwill
Rick & Linda Martin
Edwena Matychuck
Rob & Reba McClary
James & Patricia Menezes
Robb & Dee Miller
Chris & Elise Noonan
Jon Nuxoll
Andrew Oldham & Toni 
   Cooper
Rob & Amy Olive
Sue Pickrel
Ken & Shari Pimental
Bill & Heidi Pollock
Clay & Colette Skurdal
Tom & Susan Stewart
Andy & Chris Storment
Michele Vinson
Jay & Sharee Waldron
Robert & Cheri Weeks

Corey & Holly Anderson
Jon & Terri Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Michael & Tina Auld
Ryan & Stacy Baker
Keith & Stephanie Balderston
Dan & Kathie Bedbury
Dan & Ellen Brown
Jerry & Patricia Brown
Chris & Sheryl Cardani
Steve & Alayne Clarke
Jay & Judy Conroy
Joe & Cynthia Couey
Bob & Michelle Cross
Lee & Kathryn Daniel
Chad DePaoli
Chris & Diane Duyck
Ryan Dwyer
Eton Lane Foundation
Dan & Denise Fitzpatrick
Michael & Erin Fuller
Rick & Mandy Gardner
Jim & Pat Ginger
Doug & Dawn D. Gubrud
April Hoffman
 Joanne Hoppe
Edmund Hummel
Richard & Lynn Jacobson
Tony & Terry James

Jon & Terri Anderson
Ryan & Stacey Baker
Dan & Kathie Bedbury
Dan & Ellen Brown
Steve & Alayne Clarke
William & Tanya Davis
Jeff & Molly Elder
Eton Lane Foundation
Rick & Mandy Gardner
Doug & Dawn D. Gubrud
Jim & Carla Hoffman
Joanne Hoppe
Richard & Lynn Jacobson
Brian & Debbie Jewett
Joe & Cathleen Karcher
Dale & Cissy Kast

Computer Labs
Paul & Kirsten Keller
Steve & Christine Koester
Steve & Sally Lee
James & Mary Kay Manwill
Edwena Matychuck
Rob & Reba McClary
Wally & June Miller
Sue Pickrel
Steve & Martha Shepard
Augie & Kristin Sick
Tom & Ann Simon
Tom & Susan Stewart
Andy & Chris Storment
Jay & Sharee Waldron
Michael & Kay Whitney

photo by Toni Cooper

2011 auction chair couples Tina & Mike Auld and Molly & 
Jeff Elder helped over 230 volunteers raise over $225,000 
for Marist.  Proceeds from the event went directly to the 
school with directed appeals helping tuition assistance and the 
purchase of new computer labs for our Foreign Language and 
Science Departments.  A subsequent anonymous donation of 
over $12,000 completed our computer purchases to ensure the 
labs are open for the 2011-12 school year.  Thank you to all 
who made this happen!
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2010-2011 Marist Donor Report2010-2011 Marist Donor Report

Annual Appeal

photos by Tyler Beyerlein '12, Toni Cooper, Amy Miller '12,

Sue (Stirewalt) Adlesich '57
Richard Albertini
Brian & Laurel Allender
Norm & Carol Andersen
Jon & Terri Anderson
Richard & Velma Atkinson '83
John Baird '75
Anonymous (13 Donors)
Stanley & Judith Baldwin
Fred & Lois Banks '52
Gino & Norma Barbisan '57
Margie (Cooley) Barrett
Juliana Bateman '02
Fred & Mary Benoit
F Dan & Anna Marie Blume
Frank & Susan Bocci
Bill & Julie Boffing
Richard Boyles & Pamela 
   Frye
Heather Boyles
Jeff Breaden '95
John & Joann Breeden '50
Robert & Susan Breeden
Mrs Tom Bricher '54
Tom & Joyce Browning
Derek S Burge '81
Michael & Ann Caffey
Helen (Walker) Caprioglio '79
Chris & Sheryl Cardani
Marc Carlson '86
Lynette Carlson
Thomas & Mary Cary
Donald R Chase
Gertrude (Moran) Christy '37
Armond Clemens '63
Mark & Terrie Clemens '69
Betty Cohen '47

Michael Colgan '81
Mr & Mrs Judson W. 
   Compton '41
Jay & Judy Conroy
James & Julie Copley '73
Anonymous '63
Mandi (Butler) Craner '99
David Crockett '81
Debbie Cullen
Chris & Robin Cummings
Mel & Mary Lou Damewood
Penelope Deggelman
Frederick Deis '70
Richard Del Guerico
Richard & Diane Del Guerico
Peter & Monica DeLuca
Jane (Garrett) Denini '56
Chad Depaoli
Dave Dieker '75
Patti Dilts '68
The Dion-Watson Family
Elizabeth DuPriest '97
Bob & Connie DuPriest
Chris Duyck '74
Kristen Ell '87
Brian & Tori Ellsworth '87
Robyn (Blair) Emde '95
Allan & Eileen Emrick Jr
Enright Family
Nancy Etzel
Anitra Evans

Rick & Teresa Ewoniuk
Lawrence & Mary Fieland '55
Donald Ford
Jeanette Forsman '42
Harry & Judy (Pierson) 
   Fredricks '58
Gerry Freitas '73
Richard & Rose Furrer '54
Mari J Galvin '81
Michael & Maryrose 
   (Keolker) Gangle '75
Rick & Mandy Gardner
Chris Gaughan '77
Brian & Mary Genovese
John & Tink Gent '43
Fred & Donna Gent '49
Don Gent '52
Frank Geske
Brianna Gilmore
Rev Carl Gimpl '46
Maurice & Beverly Giroux
Mr & Mrs L Giustina
Paul & Colleen Gore '57
Patricia Gori
Bob & Joy Grant '50
Penny (Schreiner) Gross '61
Mike & Debbie Gross '65
Gene & Dolly Gustafson '49
The Gutierrez Family
Steven Haga
Gerald & Sharon Hagan
Christy (Clemens) Hakala '88

E.R. Haller '58
Sue Ellen (Mersdorf) Hallett '65
Gary & Cindy Hallett '77
John Hammer '68
Dr Gerald A Harper
Julie Harper
Phillip & Arvilla Heidt
George & Anie Helbling '92
Eric Henshaw & Cathleen 
   O'Reilly
Bro. Sumner Herrick FMS
Elaine Herring '59
Jeannie (LaBarre) Hicks '57
Theresa (Orlando) Hilkey '89
David & Diza Hilles '81
Emery Hilles '08
Madison Hilles '09
Jim & Carla Hoffman '64
JoAnne Hogsfoss
Chris Holden '80
Bud & Jen Horsman
Tom & Cris Houser
Colleen Howley '86
Dean Hummel '78
Stephen & Kathryn 
   Hutchinson
Richard & Charlotte Iven '50
Mark Jackson
Magdalena James '98
Derek Janssen '98
Mark & Monica Jaszkowski '75
Shannon (McDonald) 
   Johnson '88
Jon Jones '84
Bill Jones
James Jungers '57
Carl's Jr
Richard & Kelly Karr

Nicole Quirke '02
Adriana Quirke '03
Jerry Ragan
Ben Rain
Keith & Anita Rea
Harry Reel
Jim Reinking
William & Shirley Richards
Laurie Rowe
Jim Ruble '74
R Scott & Katherine A Ryding
Donald & Faye Sadowsky
Linda (Free) Salmon '78
Giovanna (Barbison) Savage '55
Mr & Mrs Scottie Scallion
Joe Schaffeld
Christopher Schiess
Alexis Schmidt '70
Mr & Mrs Clarence W 
   Schminke
Joseph & Gloria Schreiber
Charles & Elizabeth Search
Sessums Family
In Loving Memory of 
   Linda D Silver
Tom & Ann Simon
Clay & Colette Skurdal
Nelson & Elba Solano
Steven Splonskowski '81
Joseph G Stacy '72
Elsie Stacy
John Stacy '79
Ann (Banks) Stein '54
Kathryn (Claska) Stephenson '64
Anonymous '90
John & Carol Sullivan '63
Tim Sullivan '72
Thomas & Muriel Sunada

Paul & Judy Swadener
Jerry Thenell '54
Marc & Brianne Thoreson '97
Leslie Tompkins '73
Rick Truitt
Roger & Sharon Van Loan
David Visser '04
Dona (Ressler) Vitus '57
Leonard E Vuylsteke
Lou & Kay Wagner
Patrick Wagner & Fay Y Sunada
Leonard Wagner
William & Jean Wagner
Nathaniel Waldron '06
Dustin Waldron '08
Jay & Sharee Waldron
Catherine Wasmann
Shawn & Julie (Furrer) 
   Waters '78
Robert & Cheri Weeks
Steve & Lynda Weilbrenner
Bob Wellnitz '58
Lou Wenzl '60
Jack & Kay Wharfield
Jim & Yvonne Wildish
Chris & Tamera Wilhite
Mary Ann (Huff) Wilk '62
Molly (O'Neil) Wirch '63
Phil & Laurie Zerzan

Dale & Cissy Kast '80
Tom Kerns '61
Pete & Joan Kerns '79
James & Leslie Kerr '70
Thomas Kinane
Catherine Kleckner
Don & Pat Klenke '59
Chris & Kelley Kline '80
Nikki (Hall) Kloeppel '92
James Knepler
Glen & Janet (Herring) 
   Knowlton '56
Joe Kremers
Geurt & Johanna 
   Kreutzelman
Regina Kungys
Darrin & Molly Lajoie '85
Dan & Elise Landry
Richard & Christine 
   Ledgerwood '67
Trevor Lee '85
In Honor of Rick Martin '91
Bob & Arlene Lee
Chi Ling Li
Scott Lilley '76
Rob Lilley & Sarah Brendler
Ted & Jeanne (Dorigan) 
   Lind '72
Carrie (Wilson) Link '81
Robert Lyford
Scott & Trish MacKinnon '81
Mr & Mrs John J Madden Jr
Dick & Kathy Maher '59
Pat (Bray) Major '57
Bill & Diane Mangels
Cathy (Gaughan) Mant '68
James & Mary Kay Manwill
Rick Martin
Marianne Martz '73

Tammy May '75
Robert McAllister '63
Rob & Reba McClary
Nadine McGrew '44
Morgan & Janet McQuiston '73
George & Evelyn Mears
Cleora (Smith) Mersdorf '37
Paul & Laverna Morris '78
Charles Morrison Jr '53
Ryan Moser
Casie Moylan
Don & Colleen Murray
Dick & Jane Myrand '58
Raymond Neh '66
Garrett Nehl '96
James Neuschwander '42
Gillian Niles '84
Kevin Norris '78
Jon Nuxoll
Art & Leslie Noxon
In Memory of Carol (Kaba) 
   Beck '61
Michelle (Beck) Ochenkoski '84
Maureen & Gary Olbrich
Rob & Amy Olive
Rick Olson & Sydney 
   Piercey
Peter & Vicki Osredkar
Ray Paiement '74
Ken & Shari Pimental
Laura Pinto
Andrew Pittman '80
Catherine Pittman
Steven & Deborah Power
Richard & Rita Proulx '79
John & Jacqueline Pynes '51
Shawn Pynes '82
Kristen Quirk '01

The Marist Annual Appeal raises funds for the general needs of the school, including tuition assistance and the pay and 
benefits of our staff.  In 2010-11, $90,221 was generously donated directly to the school with another $55,000 donated to 
the Marist Foundation. Outside of the appeal, a generous donor anonymously gave $100,000 to the school to be used for 
general needs and Catholic identity of the school.  God bless all those listed below who so generously supported Marist.  
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IN MEMORY OF
ROLLO MORRIS

IN MEMORY OF
DELORES PATTERSON

photos by Nick Genovese '09, Toni Cooper, Colton Hansen '11, 

✝

2010-2011 Marist Donor Report

Marist Foundation
2010-2011 Marist Donor Report

Donors

✝

The Marist Foundation is an independent foundation specifically charged with managing long term endowments given 
to it for the benefit of Marist.  Begun in 1969, the Foundation manages over $1.7 million consisting of over 40 funds 
given as legacies or in memory of many members of the Marist community.  The names of these funds are as follows:

DIANE G. ANDERSEN MEMORIAL Scholarship

JAMES ARP MEMORIAL Scholarship 

SISTER JOHN BACKENSTOS Scholarship

PETER C. BRONSON DRUG EDUCATION Fund

CLARENCE & EILEEN BROWN MEMORIAL 
   TEXTBOOK Scholarship 

FRAN & DALE COOLEY Scholarship

LUCY DUFFY Scholarship

STAN & NAOMA DUYCK FAMILY Scholarship

MICHAEL J. DWYER MEMORIAL Scholarship

DR. ROBERT FURRER MEMORIAL Scholarship

KEVIN GALLAGHER MEMORIAL Scholarship

FRED & DONNA GENT FAMILY Scholarship

ANNE GREIG MEMORIAL Scholarship

SCOTT HALBROOK MEMORIAL Scholarship

JOHN HAMMER Scholarship

HENRY HANSON Scholarship

VERNE HAWN Scholarship

RICHARD C. WILLIAMS & STAN HOWARD Scholarship 

JERRY HOLVEY Scholarship 

ED HUMMEL Scholarship

BOB JEREMIAH Scholarship

JOSEPH & CATHLEEN KARCHER Scholarship*

FREDA KIRKISH Scholarship

MICHAEL KIRKISH Scholarship

JOAN KREMERS MEMORIAL Scholarship

JUDGE EDWARD LEAVY Scholarship

MICHAEL LEWIS MEMORIAL Scholarship

LOUIS & KATHERINE LOPEZ FAMILY Scholarship

L.V. "BUD" & ROSE MACKE FAMILY Scholarship

BROTHER PATRICK MAGEE Scholarship

MARIST BROTHERS Scholarship

MARIST PARENTS ASSOCIATION Scholarship

MEMORIAL Scholarship Fund

MONSIGNOR EDMUND MURNANE Scholarship

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Grant

BILL RICHARDS Scholarship

HOWARD SCHOLZ MEMORIAL Scholarship

DAVID & SANDRA SHEPARD Scholarship 

JACK STARR MEMORIAL Scholarship

STUB STEWART ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE Scholarship

MARK C. STORMS Scholarship

BILL & DELORES TREMAINE MEMORIAL Scholarship

TROUTMAN Scholarship

LORETTA YOUNG Scholarship

*Funds endowed in 2010-11

IN MEMORY OF 
ROBERT "BOBBY" FURRER

The Marist Foundation wishes to recognize the support of the following alumni, parents and friends of the Marist 
Foundation, who over the course of the year made a financial contribution to advance the long-term endowment of 
Marist Catholic High School.  We are profoundly grateful for their extraordinary generosity.

Donald Armeni
Canton Law Department
Wayne & Gina Childress
Paula Etling
Gene & Dorothy Gustafson
C.A. & J. H. Hudspeth
Roland & Marilyn Oaster
Michelle & Gary Ochenkoski
Bernard & Karen Orley
William & Shirley Richards
Martin & Cynthia Scheck
Patty Shaughnessy
Therese Stallings
Sugar Loaf Elementary School
Douglas G. Eades, Jr.
John & Susan Vermillion
Ed & Marie Weber

Jon & Terri Anderson
Fred & Mary Benoit
Frank & Susan Bocci
David & Barbara Brazelton
Mrs. Tom Bricher
Daniel & Ellen Brown
James Brown
Armond Clemens
Jud & Margaret Compton
Bradley & Teresa Copeland
Patti Dilts
Steve Duffy
Chris & Diane Duyck
Stanley Duyck
Daniel Eberle
Patricia Ebsworth
Richard & Rose Furrer
John Gallagher
Magnhild "Sue" Gallagher
Thomas & Cheryl Gallagher
Jo Ann Gish
Trudi Glander
Robert & Helen Gwozdz
Gerald & Sharon Hagan
Tom & Pat Hawn
Robert & Sheila Hill
Jim & Carla Hoffman
Maureen & William Hollander
Sandra Jeremiah
Don & Julie Jones, Jr.
Joe & Cathleen Karcher
Chris & Kelley Kline
Ingrid Lowery
Emily Katina May

Nadine McGrew
Wally & June Miller
Barbara G. Moore
Robert & Amy Olive
Billie D. Olson
Sarah & Chad Ostendorf
Harry Reel
Nick J. Robertson
Donald Sadowsky
Stephan Schepergerdes & Donna 
   Byrne
Joseph & Gloria Schreiber
David & Barbara Shepard
Jeremy Starr
Richard & Sheila Stokes
Andy & Chris Storment
Mary & Sherry Stuckart
Marc & Brianne Thoreson
Adrian & Joan Ward
Jim & Yvonne Wildish

Daniel & Ellen Brown
Nancy Eyster
Dorothy M. Fent
Carol B. Fent-Huntley
Thomas P. Fent
Mervin & Isabelle Hisel
Martha M. Hockman
Fred Itcaina
Arlene & Deanne Kloepfer
Joan D. Wren

Lydia G. Christian

photos by Laurie Campbell '10, Toni Cooper, Amy Miller '12
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Fr. Lopez was principal of Marist from 
1993-98.  He is now at Monastery of 

the Angels in the Los Angeles area.  He 
recently was visiting in Eugene and gave us 

the chance to ask him                       

Q  

Q  

Q 

   5  questions in less than  5  minutes.5Ta ke 

Father Lopez, you were principal of Marist at a transitional time after the Marist Brothers 
were no longer here.  What brought you to Marist?  

Archbishop Levada called and asked me to come, but when I heard about Marist, I said “I don’t 
want to go to a small town!”  When I arrived here, and met the community, I found that it was 
a great school and that it had real potential to grow.  I remember Kathy Yocum, Rick 
Martin, Jon Nuxoll, Shari Pimental, and Jerry Ragan.... all great examples carrying   

   on the tradition of Catholic education.

The 1990s were seen as a significant period of growth for Marist.  
Enrollment grew from 279 to 582, the activity center was built, the 

library renovated and technology upgraded.  Why do you 
believe this period was so successful? 
The energy of the parents, the loyalty of the alumni, and the 
commitment of many to the school created an optimism that 
I felt and expressed back to them.  You preach the good news 
and every chance you can, you talk about the opportunity 
to educate young people.  It is a joyful message and I was 
happy to offer it.

Is there anything you are most proud of?
The community worked together, and I was part of that 
community. You could reach out from the humblest member  
to the person of greatest means. I got to be called “Father” and 
honored that.  We are one family and need to always honor 
that.  

 

There are many legends of Fr. Lopez.  Did you really get 
invited to the Dave Letterman show? Did you really 
know a movie star?  Ride an elephant to the auction? 
Play basketball in robes?
All true; all true!  I wear the robes as protection in 
basketball games!

 

What message would you give to The Marist Community?
Give the best from your heart.  From your love of God, from the love of 
your family, from the love of your children: give that love to the children 
placed in your care for education.   Give that love with your heart! 

Q  

Postscript:  Excerpts of Fr. Lopez’s interview, with several additional 
questions, are now online as part of the Marist Blog.  Scroll down  
blog.marisths.org to “Fr. Lopez at Marist” to see and hear more.

Q 

CAMPUS NOTES

This June, Marist senior 
Geoffrey Wildish put in a new 

sidewalk on the south side of the 
Marist parking lot for his Eagle Scout 
project creating a safe setting for all 
who walk or take the bus to school. 

Principal Jay Conroy, who 
occasionally walks to school himself, 
said, “He really did an outstanding job 
and helped to beautify the school.” 

By completing this project, Wildish 
has achieved the Eagle Scout rank of 
The Boy Scouts of America.

Commended Scholars

Service for Safety

Students can now walk the new sidewalk made 
possible by Geoffrey Wildish's Eagle Project.

Marist Homecoming 2011

The senior class concludes the performance of their 80's dance, an annual Marist Homecoming tradition. 

Marist Principal Jay Conroy 
was proud to announce 

this fall this year's National Merit 
Commended Scholars. They include 
seniors Lauren Haga, Michael Busse, 
McKenzie Tritt, and Graham Simon. 
These students placed among the 
top five percent of more than 1.5 
million students who took the 2010 
preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT).

"Outstanding Classroom Science 
Teacher" Award - Mrs. Cool
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Nothing was normal during 
Homecoming Week this October. 

Students dressed like teachers; cowboys 
and aliens competed in tug-of-wars; 
students sported all the best odds and 
ends from their closets; and dances and 
costumes appeared from four different 
decades. But one thing stayed the 
same—senior domination.

Along with the crazy outfits, the 
Marist student council hosted multiple 
competitions throughout the week. 
Trivia Bowl was the first competition, 
which was led by history teacher Jon 
Nuxoll , and was won by juniors.  
Seniors won the tug-of-war competitions 
on Wednesday. Thursday was the annual 
karaoke and decade dance in which each 
class choreographs and dances to music 

to fit their assigned decade.  Seniors 
won both karaoke and the decade dance 
with an inspired “Back Street Boys” 
rendition of “Bye, Bye, Bye” and a 
well-executed and entertaining dance 
set to an 80’s mix complete with a guest 
appearance of “Ice Cube” by Assistant 
Principal Rick Gardner who rapped and 
danced  to thunderous applause.

Homecoming Week was also a chance 
for Marist students to choose some 
royalty from amongst their peers. 16 
students were chosen from all four 
grades and on Thursday night at halftime 
of varsity football’s  Homecoming 
Game win or loss to Willamette High 
School, seniors Andre Post and Olivia 
Houser were crowned the 2011 Marist 
Homecoming King and Queen.

Principal Jay Conroy stands with Lauren Haga, 
Michael Busse, McKenzie Tritt and Graham 
Simon.

Marist science teacher Renee Cool has been 
awarded the "Outstanding Classroom 

Science Teacher" award given by the Oregon 
Science Teachers Association. The award was 
presented at the OSTA Annual Conference on 
October 14th, 2011 in Coos Bay, Oregon. 

photo byToni Cooper

ph
ot

o 
by

 T
yl

er
 B

ey
er

le
in

 '1
2

ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
r

ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

iC
oo

pe
r

26    MARIST QUARTERLY FALL 2011    27



CAMPUS NOTES

in memorium

Science teacher Ryan Moser 
traveled to Beijing, China for 

twelve days this past summer for 
a teaching exchange meant to help 
Chinese students become accustomed 
to an American classroom and teacher. 
Six of these students attend Marist 
this year. Teaching for 10 days and 
sightseeing for two, Moser visited 
Tiananmen 
Square and 
the Great 
Wall of 
China with 
s t u d e n t s 
and adult 
hosts.
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The Marist for Life Club, led by 
theology teacher Heidi Susec, 

participated in a silent vigil at the 
groundbreaking of a new Planned 
Parenthood building in Glenwood  
this September to protest the 
abortions that will be provided by 
the clinic. 
The silent vigil marked the 

beginning of the national 40 Days 
for Life campaign, a display of 
unity to pray and fast for an end to 
abortion.

Praying for Pro-Life Moser Goes to China

Students stand vigil as planned parenthood 
breaks ground on a new facility in Glenwood.

Science teacher Ryan Moser stands at the Great 
Wall of China on his recent summer trip.

Four professional athletes from 
the Oregon Track Club Elite 

surprised the cross country team a 
recent team dinner.

Olympic 800 runner Nick 
Symmonds, two-time 3000 meter 
national champion Lauren Fleshman, 
current world champion high jumper 
Jesse Williams, and World Class miler 
Russell Brown spoke to the team and 
answered questions.

All the inspiration paid off—each 
of the 33 runners who ran the next 
day at the Star City Classic ran a 
season best.

Welcome, Freshmen!

Chowing with Champs 

Professional athletes provide vision for the Cross 
Country Team.

During the second week of the 
new school year, the Class of 

2015 learned what it takes to be a 
Spartan by mingling with the seniors, 
singing in the rain, and splashing in 
the fountain.

Become a Spartan Day required 
freshmen to do crazy tasks for seniors 
in return for signatures. Clad in 
Burger King crowns, seniors made 
freshmen sing Lady Gaga songs, 
walk like dinosaurs, and perform the 
little teapot song. 

Despite the lack of sun, freshmen 
braved the cold on Activity Day to toss 

water balloons, play Pictionary, and 
sing the Fight song while being sprayed 
with water. The most anticipated 
event of the week was the tradition of 
Kissing the M. New staff, transfers, 
and freshmen immersed themselves 
into the fountain and emerged true 
Spartans. Older students took pleasure 
in dressing up their siblings in silly 
outfits such as a dinosaur, Winnie the 
Pooh, and many princesses.

To finish off a week of welcoming 
new and old students back 

to school in September, the Marist 
community celebrated the Mass of 
the Holy Spirit with outstanding 
music, an inspiring message from 
Father David Cullings, Principal Jay 
Conroy’s explanation of our motto  
"We are One," and words of wisdom 
from the class of 2011.

This welcome-back Mass was 
celebrated by Father Cullings along 

with Fathers Brice McProud, the 
associate pastor of St. Mary’s, and 
Francis Goode, the associate pastor at 
the Newman Center.

For many new students, it was their 
first Mass experience at Marist High 
School as well as their first homily 
from Father Dave. “Slow down and 
let your soul catch up with you” was 
Fr. Cullings’ message in “one of his 
favorite Masses of the year”.

Last August, Christian Service 
Director Julie Ferrari provided 

juniors with their first service 
opportunity to account for 30 of their 
50 required service hours by taking 
them to the Father Bernard Youth 
Center in Mount Angel. Within 48 
hours, the students completed four 
service projects including hosting 
homeless families for a BBQ, helping 
with a Habitat for Humanity ReStore, 
entertaining the elderly, and hosting 
lunch for the Mt. Angel Developmental 
programs.

Tom Speechley, Former Marist teacher, 
died suddenly 
August 8 at the age 
of 60 while visiting 
family in Massa-
chusetts. He taught 
history and coached 
freshman football 
at Marist in the 
mid-nineties. At the 

time of his death, Tom taught history at 
Dawson Community College in Glen-
dive, Montana.

Christine "Elaine" Elwing passed away 
3 Aug 2011 in Hospice care at the age 
of 88.  She was the Mother of Marilyn 
Louise Maricle, RN '64, Sigurd Joseph 
"Joe" Elwing '66, Laura Jean “Jeanie” 
Elwing Morshead, RN '68, and Donald 
Lee Elwing. She was predeceased by her 
husband of 59 years - Benjamin Elwing, 
JR.  She is also survived by 7 grandchil-
dren and 3 great grandchildren.  She will 
be dearly missed by her family.

Students Celebrate Mass of the Holy Spirit

Christopher L Reed ’75 passed away 
June 11th, 2011 from complications from 
diabetes.  He was born December 12, 
1956 in Portland, Oregon; after gradua-
tion he served in the Marine Corps and 
then worked at B&B Print Source as a 
pressman until retiring.  He is survived by 
his daughter Alisha, grandson Jacob, par-
ents Jim and Marilyn Reed and siblings 
Tim, Kevin, Kathy and Mary.
 
Sally Burrell Hickman ’57 sister of 
Sandy Burrell Toner, ’61, died October 7, 
2011.  She was briefly ill with cancer.

William V. Anderson ’81 passed away 
April 13th, 2011 from 
complications from 
lung cancer.  Will is 
survived by wife Teri 
(Lynn), Son Andy, 10, 
and daughter Lexi, 8, 
his parents Hank and 
Susan Anderson, his 

sister Lori ('80) and brother Trevor ('85).

Christian Service Retreat
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Continued on Page 29

Continued from Page 28

Father Dave shares an important story with the help of several senior boys at the Mass of the Holy Spirit. 
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We'd love to hear from you!

If you have recently had some 
big news in your life such as a 

new job or promotion, wedding, 
new children born, anniversary, 
or anything that you would like 
published to your fellow Marist 

alumni, please send the update to 
marketing@marisths.org

If you include a photo, please send 
high quality photos (not sized 

foruse on the web). 

Pass on the Gift of Catholic Education!
Special Matching Gift Offer! 

“When I first entered the Marist Community, I was welcomed by open 
arms as if I was someone the upperclassman already knew. As soon 
as I stepped on campus, I became part of the ‘We Are One’ motto. It 
enveloped my soul, drawing me close to the community. It has become 
part of me and I hope it will become part of the entire world.” 

- Samuel Walters, 2011 graduate

reunions

CLASS NOTES

Class of 1981 held its 30th reunion at Papa's Pizza on Coburg Road. Kevin Lee 
and Peegy Colgan led their classmates in a rousing cheer when guest of honor Kathy 
Yocum showed up!

Give to the Marist Annual Appeal. A generous donor will match all gifts up to 
a total of $50,000 that come from: 

New donors to the Marist Annual Appeal.•	
Existing donors who increase their gift from last year. •	

Gifts must be received by December 31, 2011 to qualify. Use the enclosed 
envelope or go to: www.marisths.org/annual-appeal.html to make your 
donation today!

Make a difference in the life of a student today. Pass on the gift.

1954
Jerry Thenell was severely injured in a 
private plane crash in Saratoga, Wyoming 
on September 7.  He has been recovering 
in a Colorado hospital.  Jerry is the 
parent of Scott Thenell ’85. Jerry’s wife, 
Mary Ann, is the mother to Marist grads 
Kimberly ’82 and Kevin ’84 McMullin. 
Please pray for his return to health. 

1962
50th Class Reunion If you are 
interested in a reunion next summer, 
please contact Dorothy (Kemp) Pearson 
at dorothympearson@aol.com.

1988
Stacey (Dodds) Myhrvold just 
celebrated her 18th wedding anniversary 
and 5th anniversary with Loaves & Fishes 
Centers, the Meals-On-Wheels People, 
as Director of Volunteer Resources with 
a volunteer base of over 9500 people. 
She met her husband at the University of 
Oregon. Her family, including daughter 
Elisabeth age 12, and Olivia age 3, have 
all become huge duck fans. 

1995
Fr. David Jaspers is now the pastor 
at St. Alice in Springfield, OR. He had 
the joy of attending World Youth Day 
in August and even got to celebrate the 
final Mass with the Pope. In the crowd 
of 1 Million he and Chrysten Busch ran 
into each other. He enjoyed getting to see 
Marist folks around town and at Mass at 
St. Alice.

2006
Norine Anne (Madden) McGrath 
after completing residency and fellowship 
at the University of Chicago Hospitals, 
moved to Washington DC to be near her 
sisters Mary Elizabeth Madden ’98 and 
Meghan Madden ’01.  She is now an 
Attending Emergency Medicine Physician 
at Georgetown University Hospitals and 
chair of the Medical Bioethics Committee 
at Washington Hospital Center.  She and 
her husband had their first child, Norine 
Ella McGrath, on March 16, 2011.

2007
Samantha (Silva) Warner married 
Skyler Warner of Grants Pass, OR on 
September 17, 2011 at the Saint Mark 
Catholic Church in Eugene. The couple 
met during their undergraduate studies 
at Oregon State University. Skyler is 
currently a graduate student at Oregon 
State, working towards his masters in Civil 
Engineering. Samantha graduated from 
OSU in June and now works at the Oregon 
State University Alumni Association as a 
Customer Service Representative.

2005
Brooke (Stribling) Crow married 
Logan Crow on August 26, 2011. Since 
graduating from Marist in 2005, Brooke 
graduated from Northwest Christian 
University and now works for the Eugene 
area CPA firm Houck Evarts & Company.
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ecember

anuary

ebruary

ay

 1 All Saints Day Mass, 9:25 am in the Marist Gym
 2	 Fall	Concerts	-	Jazz	and	Concert	Bands,	Reflection	

Choir and Strings Ensemble, 7:30 pm in the Theatre
 3 Marist Rock Band, 7:30 pm in the Theatre
 4-5 "An Evening of Commedia," 7:30 pm in the 

Theatre.

 8 Immaculate Conception Mass, 9:25 am in Gym
 14 Christmas Concert - Jazz and Concert Bands, 

Reflections	Choir,	Marist	Strings	Ensemble	and	
Marist Rock Band, 7:30 pm in the Theatre.

 16 Christmas Prayer Service, 9:25 am in Gym

 12-21 "Godspell," 7:30 pm in the Theatre

 14 Preview Day for families interested in enrolling in 
Marist, 11:00 am in Gym

 29 Joyful Noise Concert, 3:00 pm in the Theatre

 2  Catholic Schools Week All Schools Mass, 9:00 am in Gym

 
 14 Marist Auction, Save the Date!

ovember
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