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Dear Parents,
We’re well into 

the 1st nine weeks 
and hope your student 
is finding their “pace” or 
routine. Marist is truly 
both cha l lenging   and  
supportive  for students. 
The classes, whether on the 
“academic” or “honors/AP” 
track, will truly get students 
ready for good performance 
at universities, colleges and 
community colleges across 
the country. Your role: 
encourage and support 
them, tell them you know 
it’s challenging, but “you’re 
getting ready for next steps, 
so hang in there.”    If you 
are seeing signs of serious 
upset or meltdown that 
don’t go away with a good 
night’s sleep or weekend of 
applied study, don’t hesitate 
to give us a call, and/or 
ask to speak to a guidance 
counselor or the teacher 
that is involved (or drop 
them an email.)  Encourage 
your student to talk with 
the teacher or counselor 
themselves to look for 
answers and advice.

Important updates: 
1) OSAA’s redistricting 
committee has completed 
its work and forwarded their 
final recommendation for 
“classification” for the next 
four years for final approval 
in late October. Marist is 
slated for placement in the 
5A classification based on 
our request to move “up.” 

We are confident that this 
decision is best for our 
students, provides them 
with good opportunities 
to  compete  at  a  more 
cha l leng ing (and thus 
rewarding) level, provides 
our sub-varsity players 
with more opportunities 
to play, and places us into 
the Eugene community 
for good league play 
against more local schools.  
Marist again won the 
Oregonian Cup (7th year 
in a row) for 4A schools — 
awarded to the strongest 
program across all sports 
and including academic 
performance. We believe 
we will be in contention 
for that cup at the 5A level 
thanks to our high level of 
student participation and 
strong programs anchored 
by strong coaches.

2) Our Development 
Off ice is moving full-
s p e e d  a h e a d  o n  i t s 
critical mission of raising 
resources to support our 
budget — increasing tuition 
reimbursement funds for 

needy students;  raising 
pay scales for our teaching 
and support staff to a more 
competitive level with local 
averages; maintaining and 
upgrading our facilities; 
and supporting our strong 
programs. Our Auction is 
slated for May 15, 2010 and  
thanks to Julie and Jerry 
Harper for agreeing to 
serve as our Auction Chairs 
for this year. Please, step 
forward to help in this very 
fun and vital project that is 
slated to contribute over 
$140,000 of general fund 
operational dollars to our 
budget this year.

And, on the topic of 
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t 
for  Marist, a big “thank 
you!” to the members of 
the Marist Foundation 
Board of Directors and the 

Marist School Board of 
Directors for working hard 
this last year to transition 
to our new Development 
Office. The spirit of mutual 
cooperat ion and hard 
work for  the students  i s 
alive and strong. We look 
forward to the work of our 
Development Office, the 
Foundation Board and all 
our supporters helping to 
make the Marist Catholic 
High School experience 
available to more and more 
great kids.

3)  T he  Pr i nc ipa l ’s 
cof fee  for  October   i s 
slated for the second 
Thursday, October  8, 
at 8:15-9:30 A.M. in the 
cafeteria.  Great pastries, 
coffee, juice and a program  
aimed at senior parents 
are already ordered. We 

New staff
continued on page 2

Marist Foundation Chairman Brad Copeland addresses the Ap-
preciation Reception attendees in the courtyard on the evening 
of Sept. 23. The event was a way for the school leadership to say 
“Thank You” to all those who have given of their time and talents 
to Marist over the past forty-one years. Copeland, along with 
Principal Jay Conroy and School Board Chairman Chris Cardani, 
gave updates on the school strategic planning process and vision 
for the year ahead and beyond. (Photo by Toni Cooper, Marist 
Staff)

Next “Principal’s 
Coffee” — 

Thursday Oct. 8, 
8:15-9:30 A.M. 

in the cafeteria. 
Great pastries, 

coffee, juice and a 
program  a im e d 
at senior parents.
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will have the usual “visit 
with the principal” to give 
you a chance to catch up on 
any news and ask questions 
about any thing you’ve 
been wondering about. 
The highlight will be a 30 
minute visit with a panel of 
“parents of former seniors”. 
What would you want to 
know from someone who 
has been through this 
senior year already?  Come 
and find out and visit with 
friends. Parents from all 
(9-12) grade levels are 
welcome.

4) What about those  
SAT scores I saw in the 
Register-Guard?  Marist 
students are receiving a 
tremendous advantage from 
their experience at Marist. 
Good teachers, smaller class 
sizes, rigorous curriculum 
and great support a l l 
combine to help prepare 
our students for “next 
steps.”  One good measure 
is how they do on the SAT 
(Scholastic Aptitude) tests 
used by many colleges to 
gauge student abilities and 
their likelihood of success 
in college. Our average 
scores were higher than 

every high school in the 
area in Math, Reading and 
Writing categories with the 
exception of South Eugene 
High School (we were 
very close to their scores).  
And,  we’re extra-proud of 
that comparison when you 
understand that over 98% of 
our students take that test, 
while a significantly smaller 
percentage of comparison 
(including SEHS) seniors 
even take the SAT. We’ll 
never be absolutely satisfied, 
but it’s clear our program is 
having a strong, positive 
impact on student readiness 
for college and beyond.

Thank you again for 
all of your prayers, your 
comments and suggestions. 
Keep them coming!

Faithfully yours,
Jay Conroy, Principal

From the Assistant Principal

The first month of 
the year has gone 
by very quick ly 

and every day I am amazed 
by what I see from our 
teachers  and s tudent s 
in the classroom. I would 
like to take a few moments 
to update everyone about 
our upcoming test ing 
d a y  o n  W e d n e s d a y , 
Oct . 14 .  On that day 
freshman students will 
take the EXPLORE, while 
sophomores and juniors 
w i l l  t a k e  t h e  P S AT. 
Seniors do not test that day, 
but do have senior pictures 
in the cafeteria. Testing day 
begins at our normal time 
of 8:00 A.M. and students 
should be finishing up at 
approximately 12:00 P.M. 
At that time students will be 
dismissed for the day. Here 
are a few tips for students to 
prepare for that morning:

1. Make sure to get 
a good night’s rest the 
evening before.

2.  Eat a good breakfast.
3.  Make sure to bring at 

least two #2 pencils with 
you to the testing room.

4. Relax and don’t be 
stressed out.

The EXPLORE test helps 
our freshman determine 
their aptitude in several 
academic areas; it also helps 
with some preliminary 
college and career planning. 
The PSAT is a warm-up 
for the SAT that most 
juniors and seniors will 
take. For juniors it also 
opens the door to possible 
scholarships through the 

National Merit Program. We 
are very excited to offer this 
testing opportunity to our 
students every year and we 
feel that it is a valuable part 
or the Marist experience.

I also would like to offer 
Marist’s heartfelt thanks to 
all of the generous donors 
who have contributed to 
the cafeteria dishwasher 
fund over the years. For 
those of you that did not 
know we used to have non-
functioning dishwasher 
that has been in the 
cafeteria since 1968. Due 
to the generosity of many 
we were able to put in a 
brand-new dishwasher this 
fall. I would especially like 
to thank Curtis Restaurant 
E q u i p m e n t ,  V a l l e y 
Stainless, Builder’s Electric, 
and Harry Campbell for 
their time and efforts to get 
this project completed.

As we move through the 
school year I am always 
open to ideas for how to 
make Marist a better place. 
Please come by the office 
to see me to share your 
thoughts.

Homecoming tug of war saw senior boys vs. the junior boys.

Rick Gardner, Assistant 
Principal
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A late night at 
Marist for freshmen

Saturday night into Sunday morning, Sept. 26 and 
27, the Class of ‘13 ran free but remained “locked 
in” for the Campus Ministry Department's annual 
Freshmen Lock-In. Led by 70 upperclassmen, 
the major activities of the evening were Mass, 
dinner, a dance, ice-breakers to help everyone get 
to know each other better, group games, free time 
and breakfast served early Sunday morning.

Asked what was the most fun part of the 
Lock-In, freshman Jack Lemhouse could not 
decide. “If you weren’t having fun at the Lock-
In, you weren’t doing it right,” he said.

Rick Martin, Director of Campus Ministry, 
said “A lot of behind-the-scenes work and 
planning by our juniors and seniors goes into 
this yearly event – I give them a lot of credit for 
helping our freshmen have such a great time.” 
(Photos courtesy of Photography Class.)
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Campus Ministry
Upcoming Events

Sophomore Retreat (in-
school retreat): Oct. 13

C l a s s  C o m m u n i t y 
Masses: Oct. 15

Junior Boys’ Encounter: 
Oct. 17-19

S ophomore  Pa re nt 
Night: Oct. 26 

R ESPONSE Parent 
Night: Nov. 10

J u n i o r  G i r l s ’ 
Encounter: Nov. 21-23

Liturgy News

On Oct. 15 our students 
will celebrate Mass with 
their class communities. 
The Freshman Mass, 
held in the Theater, is a 
continuation of the Lock-
In. The sophomore and 
junior classes will gather 
together in the Activity 
Center to focus on living 
the Marist motto “We Are 
One.” The senior Mass 
(in the cafeteria) will call 
the students to be spirited 
servant-leaders who “Live 
the 4th.” As always, parents 
are more than welcome to 
join us!

Christian Service

Preach the Gospel at all 
times, and if necessary, use 
words. — St. Francis of 
Assisi

Junior parents: Thank 
you for supporting your 
junior students in arranging 
the 10 local hours of service 
that they need to have 

completed by the end of the 
first quarter. 

Senior parents: We are 
still processing journals 
completed by your students 
over the summer. We should 
have  progre s s  a s se s sed 
soon so that we can help 
your students move on to 
their final reflective pieces. 
Thank you for your support 
and work with them. Any 
Seniors who have not yet 
completed all their hours 
need to finish them by the 
next deadline. Completion 
of these hours figures into 
their grade for senior 
Theology.

All parents: If you have 
any questions regarding 
Marist service requirement, 
please contact Julie Ferrari.

Freshman Lock-In

On Sept. 26 and 27, 
for a non-stop 11 hours, 
the Class of 2013 was 
treated to a ridiculously 
fun, community-building 
extravaganza — the annual 
Freshman Lock-In. These 
660 minutes provided 
endless opportunities to 
talk, laugh, play, pray, sing, 
dance, eat and, yes, sleep if 
necessary.

Retreats

With the successful 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  o u r 
Formation Retreat, the 
retreat season is off to a 
fine start! 42 of our juniors 
and seniors attended the 

Formation Retreat in order 
to prepare themselves as 
leaders for the sophomore 
r e t r e a t s  a n d  j u n i o r 
Encounters that we will 
launch as of mid-October. 
These events promise good 
things, with a fine student 
team at the helm and the 
Spirit of God providing the 
energy and direction. 

T h e r e  a r e  t w o 
opportunities for juniors 
to attend retreats this year; 
one this fall and one in 
the winter. The deadline 
for registration for the first 
boys’ Encounter is Oct. 2 
and for the girls’ Encounter 
is Nov. 6. Please speak with 
Mr. Oldham regarding 
boy s’  Encounter s  a nd 
Mrs. Baker regarding girls’ 
Encounters.

For sophomores, we 
will begin with an all-class 
Sophomore Retreat during 
the school day on Tuesday, 
Oct. 13. This retreat will 
be led by Doug Tooke, 
along with members of the 
Marist Retreat Team. This 
is a return engagement for 
Doug who worked with this 
same class last February. 
Doug brings a spiritual 
richness and unique ability 
to communicate with teens 
that will provide them 
with a great experience on 
the 13th. More information 
will come home through 
the Theology classroom.

T here  wi l l  a l so  be 
opportunities later this 
yea r  fo r  sophomores 
to join in a weekend 

Journey Retreat. The girls’ 
offerings are in December 
and February, and the 
boys’ in January. Contact 
Mrs. Ferrari for more 
information regarding the 
Girls’ Journey retreats or 
Rick Martin regarding the 
Boys’ Journey Retreat.

T e m p o r a r y  L T D 
September Student Passes 
will not be accepted for free 
boarding after Sept. 30. 
Many students already will 
have their 2009-10 school 
ID card with the yellow 
LTD sticker that allows 
them to ride LTD for free 
through June 30, 2010.

After November, we will 
no longer provide monthly 
passes. Instead, students 
must have their 2009-10 
school ID card with the 
yellow LTD sticker to board 
LTD for free.

I f  you  have  f ut he r 
questions, please contact 
Lisa VanWinkle at (541) 
682-6212.

Student passes

Terrie Clemens,
Campus Ministry Assistant
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Important Attendance Office
information for parents

Calling the Attendance 
Office — what 

parents need to do!

P l e a s e  i n f o r m  t h e 
Attendance Office each 
morning of the tardy/ 
absence/early release by 
9:30 A.M. by calling (541) 
681-5485 or (541) 681-
5487. Assignments will 
be available on teachers’ 
websites or via PowerSchool 
at the end of the school 
day. 

The school requires 
a phone call or a note to 
contain the following*:

Current date;•	
Your full name;•	
The full name of your •	
student;
The reason for your •	
request;
If writing a note, •	
make sure to write it 
yourself and sign it.

Notes for early release 
(i.e., doctor appointments) 
need to be presented 

to the Attendance Office 
before class time begins in 
order to prevent disturbing 
the classroom.

*A  n o t e  m u s t  b e 
submitted or a phone call 
must be made explaining 
the reason for the tardy/
absence/early release to the 
attendance office within 
48 hours. If the note is not 
submitted or phone call is 
not made within 48 hours, 
the student will be required 
to serve the appropriate 
detention time.

Please keep in mind 
that only seniors have 
off-campus privileges for 
lunch/one class period. 
Underclassmen wishing 
to leave campus for lunch 
have one (1) opportunity 
per semester IF permission 
is granted by the parent or 
guardian and presented 
to the school in a note or 
phone call. 

E - m a i l s  a r e  N O T 
accepted.

Marist moms 
prayer group
You are all welcome to 

join a group of Moms who 
are praying for our children 
and the school. We meet the 
first and third Fridays of the 
month at St. Paul Catholic 
Church, 1201 Satre Street 
in Eugene. This month we 
will meet on October 2nd 
and 16th at 8:30 AM in 
the parish center chapel for 
daily Mass and afterwards 
in one of the rooms for 
20 minutes of prayer and 
intercessions.

If you have questions or a 
prayer intention you would 
like us to remember, contact 
Vicky Hanson at (541) 683-
7107 or Teresa Danovich 
(541) 689-8070. 

Blessings!

October prayer 
group

The month of October 
is dedicated to the Rosary. 
Heidi Susec of the Theology 
Department invites all 
students, parents and staff 
to pray the Rosary every 
Thursday at 7:30 A.M. in 
the chapel. Rosaries and 
instructions are available 
inside the chapel as well for 
your use.

Marist for Life

M r s .  S u s e c  a l s o 
announced that Marist for 
Life, the newly formed pro-
life club at Marist, held its 
first annual Diaper Drive 
in September. All of the 
diapers were donated to 
First Way, who expressed 
their gratitude for the large 
supply of diapers and our 
support. Susec said “Thank 
you to a ll who helped 
coordinate the Diaper Drive 
and all Marist families who 
donated diapers.”

Marist for Life meets each 
Wednesday at lunch and 
has student led committees 
of prayer for life, education 
on pro-life issues as well as 
a social action committee. 
“We have a strong group 
of leaders as well as new 
students attending the 
meetings. The students 
are wonderful witnesses to 
the sacredness of human 
life, at every stage, from 
concept ion to natura l 
death,” stated Susec.

Get the 
“Newsline”

Current and past issues of 
The Marist Newsline can be 
downloaded at: Marisths.
org/publications.htm.

As Student Activities Director Shari Pimental does crowd control, two of our new transfer students, 
sophomore Alexa Biby at left and senior Makenna Elliott prepare to take the plunge and kiss the M, the 
annual rite of passage for all new Marist students and staff that brings “Welcome Week” activities to a 
close. (Photo by Toni Cooper, Marist Staff)

Heidi Susec,
Theology Department

http://www.marisths.org/publications.htm
http://www.marisths.org/publications.htm
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OCTOBER COLLEGE VISITS
All meetings are in the Conference Room

Fri., Oct. 2 12:30 P.M. University of Denver

Mon., Oct. 5 8:30 A.M. University of Notre Dame

Tue., Oct. 6 9:45 A.M. Northwest Christian College

Wed., Oct. 7 10:00 A.M. Whitworth College

Mon., Oct. 12 8:00 A.M. Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Mon., Oct. 12 10:45 A.M. Lewis and Clark College

Wed., Oct. 14 9:45 A.M. University of San Fransico

Wed., Oct. 14 10:45 A.M. U.S. Marine Corps

Tue., Oct. 20 8:00 A.M. Gonzaga University

Tue., Oct. 20 9:15 A.M. Seattle Pacific University

Wed., Oct. 21 9:20 A.M. St. Mary's of California

Fri., Oct. 23 9:00 A.M. Pitzer College

Fri., Oct. 23 12:45 P.M. Claremont McKenna College

Tue., Oct. 27 8:15 A.M. Whitman College

Tue., Oct. 27 1:30 P.M. University of Redlands

Wed., Oct. 28 1:15 P.M. Pacific Lutheran University

Thu., Oct. 29 1:30 P.M. Carroll College

MEET  YOUR  FUTURE  PRIESTS!

The Eugene Vicariate and The Abbey Foundation of Oregon 
will host a benefit dinner for the Mount Angel Seminary on 
Sunday, Nov. 22,  4-7:00 P.M., in the St. Peter Parish Center.

Please join this celebration of our future priests by purchasing 
tickets for the Seminary Dinner. The Very Reverend Richard Pa-
perini, President-Rector of Mount Angel Seminary, and two of 
our Archdiocese of Portland seminarians will be the featured 
speakers and guests at this Eugene area social and dinner.

Mt. Angel Seminary is the oldest and largest seminary in the 

West, with 170 students attending at this time. Founded in 
1889, it has an excellent reputation for forming the very best 
of priests.

What inspires seminarians to become priests? And what does 
it take to bring forth priests par excellence? Find out by pur-
chasing tickets ($50 each) and attending this benefit dinner. 
Checks should be made payable to: The Abbey Foundation of 
Oregon, One Abbey Drive, St. Benedict, OR 97373. For more 
information contact Fr. Dick Rossman at: dickr@stpetereugene.
org, or call (541) 688-1051 on Wednesdays or Friday mornings.

Marist Volunteer 
Program

MVP ’s upcoming events
Please put the following dates on your 

calendar and participate fully in as 
many of the events as you can.

Oct. 12-16
Bottle/can drive for the Carmelite 

Convent

Nov. 16-20

Dollar Drive for the Eugene Mission’s 
Thanksgiving Dinner

Dec. 7-18

Assist with Christmas Gifts for Teens 
program

Feb. 1-9, 2010

Canned food drive for
St. Vincent de Paul

Feb 17-April 4

Project Starfish for the First Place
Family Center

June 1-12

Clean Out Your Desk project for the

Quixote Center

mailto:dickr@stpetereugene.org
mailto:dickr@stpetereugene.org
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September 30, 2009

Dear Parent,

As you may know, flu can be easily spread from person to person. Therefore, we are taking 
steps to reduce the spread of flu in Marist. We want to keep the school open to students and 
functioning in a normal manner during this flu season. But, we need your help to do this.

We are working closely with the Archdiocese of Portland and the Oregon health 
department to monitor flu conditions and make decisions about the best steps to take 
concerning schools. We will keep you updated with new information as it becomes available.

For now we are doing everything we can to keep our school 
functioning as usual. Here are a few things you can do to help:

 
Remind your student about proper hand hygiene and respiratory •	
etiquette: wash hands frequently with soap and water when possible, 
and covering up their coughs or sneezes using the elbow, arm or 
sleeve instead of the hand when a tissue is not available.

Remind your student not to share personal items•	  like drinks, food or 
unwashed utensils, and to cover their coughs and sneezes with tissues. 

Know	the	signs	and	symptoms	of	the	flu•	 . Symptoms of the flu 
include fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit, 37.8 degrees Celsius or greater), 
cough, sore throat, a runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, and 
feeling very tired. Some people may also vomit or have diarrhea.

Keep sick students at home•	  for at least 24 hours after they no longer have fever 
or do not have signs of fever, without using fever-reducing drugs. Keeping students 
with a fever at home will reduce the number of people who may get infected.

Do not send students to school•	  if they are sick. Any students who 
are determined to be sick while at school will be sent home.

For more information visit www.flu.gov, www.cdc.gov, or call 1-800-CDC-
INFO for the most current information about the flu. We will notify you of any 
additional changes to our school’s strategy to prevent the spread of flu.

Faithfully,

Jay Conroy
Principal

http://www.flu.gov
http://www.cdc.gov
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Development Office News

The Marist School 
B o a r d  a nd  t h e 
Marist Foundation 

made a profound statement 
at our recent reception that 
the  development effort must 
grow for Marist to achieve 
its objective to be a truly 
excellent Catholic school 
available to our community.   
The development team 
of myself, Nancy Gryziec 
and Ellen Brown are fully 
committed to this effort. 
We all either have students 
at Marist or are parents 
of alums. For us, it is a 
vocation as well as a job. We 
truly believe in Marist.

In terms of development, 
Marist will grow third 
source funding to $477,000 
this year. This will be 
primarily done through 
the Marist Annual Fund 
and the Marist Auction. 
We will also be looking 
to increase the marketing 
and enrollment efforts. We 
need your support to be 
successful.

How can you help?  In 
many ways:
•	Speak out in favor of 

the school. We all know 
families whose children 
could benefit from a Marist 
educ a t ion .  Enc ou r a ge 
them to consider Marist. 
Enrollment has grown, 
we are moving in the right 
direction, and we want 
anyone who wants to be part 
of a great Marist education 
to be here. If you know of 
someone who should be 
here, contact our office to 

help us promote Marist as 
the school for their child.
•	 Give	 feedback	

to the school leaders and 
boards if you like what 
you are seeing. If you have 
questions, contact us for 
information and answers. 
We exist for the students 
and you are the crucial part 
of their education. We want 
you well informed on what 
is happening at Marist. 
Consider being part of the 
strategic planning process. 
Accept Jay’s invitation to 
a principal’s coffee. Stay 
engaged. 
•	Vol u n t e e r .  T here 

are many opportunities. 
Current parents Jerry and 
Julie Harper are the Chairs 
of our 2010 Marist Auction 
scheduled for May 15. They 
are working with Ellen 
Brown to organize the 
signature event of Marist. 
We are also working on 
expanding our enrollment 
efforts and building the 
sense of Marist community. 
If you wish to be more active 
at Marist, call our office. 
•	If God has blessed you, 

consider a donation. We 
have greatly expanded our 
efforts to provide financial 
aid while at the same time 
maintaining our program.  
Our  communit y  g rew 
despite the economic times. 
To build on this, we must 
meet our budget this year 
so we can concentrate on 
the growth of our mission 
in future years. Your actions 
are an example to others. If 

we invest in Marist, it is far 
easier to convince alumni, 
friends and the greater 
community that they should 
be investing in Marist as 
well. We appreciate your 
help. We promise to always 
be good stewards of your 
support.

Our partners at the 
Marist Foundation are 
also looking for help in 
the promotion of planned 
g i v i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g 
endowment. Together, we 
can keep Marist strong and 
build a good school into one 
that is truly great.

T o  l e a r n  m o r e 
about Marist  and our    
development efforts, please 
contact us at (541) 681-
5470.

Thank you for being part 
of Marist!

Tom Simon, Director of 
Development
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