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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
After seven years – Faith, Forgiveness, Thank you, 
it’s a Team Thing, regrets, and many roads Ahead

This spring, the last day of 
teacher work, our staff 
gathered as has been the 

custom for the last four or five years 
to wrap up the year, attend Mass 
together and say good-bye – for the 
summer for most, for good for those 
retiring and moving on. I shared 
the following topics and how they 
apply to my thoughts for the whole 
Marist community.

Faith: “I sought myself, but 
myself I could not see; I sought my 
God, but he eluded me; I sought 
my brother and found all three.” 
Those words, hung on my classroom 
and later principal’s office wall, 
a gift from my wife, Judy, and a 
Mount Angel Summer Conference 
calligraphy class. I shared them with 
graduating seniors at this year’s 
Baccalaureate Mass because they 
resound deeply, profoundly, in me 
and they come alive at Marist. “We 
Are One” has come to mean so much 
and my faith has grown and been 
so enriched by these years and this 
wonderful vocation of education – 
thank you, Marist. Thank you, God.

Forgive me: I’ve worked hard 
these years, long days and weeks, 
tough challenges. But, I know I’ve 
missed hitting “A-1 administrator-
status” many days and in many ways.  

Like, not enough time dropping 
into classes, too many forgotten 
names of students (and parents), not 
always tough enough to confront 
wrongdoers. More seriously, more 
grievously, working too hard without 
taking time to compliment others 
enough. “Just get your gloves and go 
to work,” those were words my father 
would always say as I grew up. The 
words stuck, but he forgot to add, 
“And don’t forget to appreciate the 
people around you.”  

I’ve made decisions, some 
were wrong, for sure. I’ve said “no” 
and “I think it’s time for a change” 
and those words have caused real 

frustration, hurt, disappointment.  
If I wronged you, I am truly sorry.  
Please forgive me.

Thank you: A number of 
individuals have been huge in 
their support and work with me.  
Staff members, teachers, fellow 
administrators, school board 
members, rosary group members, 
parents, priests, and more. Pointing 
me in the right direction, good 
nudges, reassuring smiles, frank 
feedback, and good “keepers of 
the history.”  

People of solid faith and mission 
have held me and each other to our 
commitment – striving to be Christ-
centered, community, academic 
excellence, strong leadership and 
activities, genuine service to those 
in need.

They all spoke strongly for 
students and doing things the right way.

They faithfully worked for 
financial solvency, building the trust 
of patrons.

it’s a Team: It’s not one person 
or leader who has made this place so 
blessed, so special. It’s taken a long 
time and a lot of “players” with a 
good coach, “the Man upstairs,” 
as Coach Geske calls him. 

If we’re going to succeed, each 
“player” has a role. On our Marist 
team some players are teachers, some 
are staff, some community, some 
parents, some students.

It’s God’s playbook, His plan.  
For me, the principal is probably like 
the quarterback – “leader” in some 
way, but, not too big. For without all 
the others – it’s a sack of the QB, a 
drubbing, a failure. I have been so 
fortunate to have joined this hugely 
gifted team, and God’s coaching – 
I think we’ve listened pretty well and 
we have been and are blessed.

We are all leaders: We reflected 
this past year on leadership, our own 
and the leadership we are trying to 
nurture in our students. We learned 

we are all called to reflect on our 
gifts and to make the most of them 
in all we do. That means sometimes 
some of us need to follow; some need 
to clean up; some to nudge. Some 
of us work firsthand – leading kids.  
Others lead staff or parents.

regrets: None, none at all! Oh, 
wait, except – I wished I’d joined Jim 
Reinking’s choir, and coaxed out a 
couple of James Taylor numbers on 
concert nights, just to share the joy 
and spirit I have found in prayerful 
tunes. But, otherwise, no regrets.

Peaceful: I fully realize that 
work, even if it is work that is so 
closely tied to faith, is not always 
going to work out well. For me, my 
time at Marist, though filled with 
hard work and challenges, has been 
absolutely and amazingly, full of a 
peace that surpasses understanding.  

I have been so fortunate to be on 
a “team” and be part of the “game” at 
a time when we’ve really won a lot.

And many roads to take 
before i rest: What’s ahead? Not 
full retirement. I don’t golf or fish. 
For me, I owe my wife, Judy, time to 
play and be more focused on her and 
us. I have a 45 year old spirit (not 
necessarily mind or body). I’m not 
totally clear what I should do – but 
will keep you posted.

Finally: I’m not one who says 
“I love you” very much. But, to a 
dear Marist community, simply – 
I sincerely do love you and thank 
you. God’s blessings on us all! 
We Are One. 

Jay Conroy
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Dallin Cone '15 was 
chosen by his peers as 
“most courageous” in 
his class because of his 
steadfast faith through 
unimaginably tough  
times and loss.
Dallin gives Science 
Teacher Ryan Moser a  
heart-felt hug during 
a Marist tradition: the 
hug line. As graduation 
concludes, the Marist staff 
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good-bye to each and every 
graduate, one at a time. 
Photo by Zac Oldham '14.
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Students 
Make the  
Difference

One subject, many authors.
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“We Are One” – John 17:22

This quote stands boldly and 
proudly throughout the 
Marist campus, from gyms 

to classrooms, for all to see, but it is 
more than a simple quote. At Marist, 
“We Are One” is a lifestyle. It is the 
reminder for all to live in communion 
with one another, but the acclimation 
to that lifestyle comes differently for 
every person. For many, the building 
of and participation in the “We Are 
One” motto begins at an early age 
at one of the few Catholic schools 
here in Eugene, but for me, this 
understanding came in a far  
different way.

When I began attending Marist, 
it felt as though I was taking a risk. 
After nine years of public school 
with the same kids, I was stepping 
into a world full of unfamiliar faces 
and brand new challenges with only 
one person walking by my side, and 
soon he left Marist. I found myself 
feeling far from home. Logically 
speaking, I knew I wasn’t going 
to feel like that forever, but every 
morning my emotions beat any logic 
I could procure and all I wanted 
to do was stay home from school. 

Everyone seemed to know everyone 
while I, on the other hand, had to try 
and find somewhere to sit at lunch 
before all the cafeteria seats were 
full. It was a very scary time for me, 
and as I would come to find out, a 
few others felt the exact same way. 
But what slowly and surely got me 
out of my rut, that horribly lonely 
and sad rut, were the bonds I formed 
with those who were willing to 
open up to me and invite me to be a 
part of the conversation, something 
that came in large part due to the 
activities and emphasis that Marist 
puts on the idea of “We Are One”.

Many of the first conversations, 
first laughs, first memories that I 
share with many of my classmates 
were formed during Welcome Week,  
on the freshman retreat, at sports games,  
and through every class activity 
and retreat we ever participated. 
They created an environment that 
welcomed new friendships and new 
conversations. I am forever grateful 
for Marist's constant emphasis on the 
inclusion of everyone. It is because 
of the active participation in the “We 
Are One” lifestyle that I now look 
at Marist as a welcoming and warm 
place where I am free to be myself. 

A Reflection
By Marcella Murillo '16 – reprinted from an assignment, Gleenings,  

for Christian Leadership Class  
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The St. Francis Palestrinas singing club performed at the Archbishop's reception in 1956. Left to right: Fred Jenkins, Maurice Stevens, Bob Stewart,  
Joe Brunner, Merville Thompson, and Tom Shepard.
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When Bob Stewart '56 was 
a senior at St. Francis 
High School, Marist’s 

predecessor, Dr. Thomas Kerns 
was invited to speak to one of 
Bob’s classes about family life 
and what they might expect after 
graduation. Dr. Kerns was a local 
Catholic physician whose children 
and grandchildren would all go 
through either St. Francis or Marist.  
He was also a family friend for 
whom Bob had great respect. Dr. 
Kerns cautioned the students that 
they would likely find life different 
beyond the walls of St. Francis. 
There wouldn’t be the same level 

of compassion and encouragement 
they had all experienced throughout 
their academic career. It was clear, he 
wasn’t trying to frighten the soon-to-
be graduates. He was simply trying 
to impress upon them the value of 
all they had experienced during their 
time at St. Francis.  

Bob says he will never forget 
Dr. Kerns’ words: “You are fortunate.  
You have each been given the 
valuable tools with which to live 
a moral, productive life. It is now 
up to you to nurture what you have 
received. It is now up to you to use 
those tools to live a life that is not in 
conflict with your faith.” 

Bob acknowledges today that 
had he attended another high school 
he could have probably received a 
good math and science education.  
He felt, however, that he received 
much more than knowledge from the 
St. Francis faculty. There were many 
dedicated educators at St. Francis 
who seemed to infuse all they did 
with compassion, patience, and a 
sincere love of their vocation. Most 
notable for Bob were Sister Anthony 
Mary, Sister Marian Joan, coaches, 
Mr. Cappiello and Mr. Souza, and 
Principal Father Scott.  

This is exactly why his parents 
made it a priority for Bob and 

Tools for Life
What happens to students who attend a Catholic school?  

A St. Francis alumnus shares his experience and then gives that experience to others.
By Beth Wirth



The Marist Foundation 
Suzanne Graf 
sgraf@marisths.org 
541-681-5460

Every Gift Creates a Story
Have you considered including Marist 
in your will? A planned gift is a  
meaningful way to leave a legacy – 
one that will touch the lives of count-
less students in the future and spark 
their unique Marist story. 

It's a simple way to make an impact  
for future generations. Find out how  
you can invest in Marist with a  
planned gift. 

all four of his siblings to attend 
Catholic elementary and high 
schools in Lane County. It was an 
opportunity that his parents had not 
experienced growing up on rural 
homesteads in northeastern Montana 
and northwestern North Dakota. 
They knew their children would be 
inspired intellectually and shaped 
spiritually. In recognizing the choice 
to send five children through the 
parochial system, Bob says, “They 
had two principle goals. They wanted 
to give each of us an opportunity 
to receive a good education. More 
importantly, they wanted to give 
each of us an opportunity to develop 
a moral foundation with which to 
conduct our respective lives.”

After high school graduation, 
Bob started his undergraduate 
studies at St. Martin’s College in 
Lacy, Wash., where the Benedictine 
priests continued to influence his 
moral and intellectual development.  
Bob transferred to the University of 
Oregon for his final undergraduate 
year in Chemistry. He found that 
St. Martin’s had prepared him to be 
academically very competitive at the 
University of Oregon. He continued 
to focus on his aspirations in science, 

graduating with a BS in Chemistry.   
It was here that he met and fell in 
love with Linda Murphy, his wife 
of 53 years. “She truly is ‘my better 
half’ and she has provided that 
incredible gift of family life of which 
Dr. Kerns spoke of so many years 
ago,” he said.  

Upon graduation from the 
University of Oregon, Bob entered 
the Air Force. He was commissioned 
as a 2nd Lieutenant in August, 1962. 
He served twenty years as a radar 
and communications maintenance 
officer. His career as an Air Force 
officer took him around the world 
with Linda and their three children. 
He also spent a considerable amount 
of time at Keesler AFB, Mississippi, 
where he taught and managed 
training at the radar, computer and 
communications training center of 
the Air Force. While there, they 
sent their three children through the 
Catholic school system.  

Nearly sixty years after hearing 
that speech from Dr. Kerns, Bob 
remembers how true it is – life really 
is different beyond the confines of 
St. Francis or Marist. “I can’t say 
enough about how very, very lucky 
we were to have the men and women, 

primarily the nuns, working with us. 
They did such wonderful, lasting 
work. You don’t realize how lucky 
you are until after you leave.”

Knowing from experience the 
value of Catholic education and 
wanting others to benefit from the 
same opportunity, in 2013 Bob and 
Linda established the Hugh and 
Adella Stewart Memorial Scholarship 
through the Marist Foundation. In 
grateful memory of his parents,  
Hugh and Adella, the scholarship 
helps afford young Marist students 
the same opportunity his parents  
gave him, the opportunity to be 
inspired intellectually and shaped 
spiritually that they may live moral, 
productive lives. 
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Beth Wirth teaches English 
at Marist, advises the 
Associated Student Body 
and Student Council, and is 
Managing Story Editor for 
Marist Magazine. When she 
isn’t playing with her kids 
or grading essays, she can 
be found in her garden or 
reading a good book.



Nick MacKinnon serves children in Haiti by talking with them about the ability of a smile to transcend language barriers 
and share Christ’s love.

Nick MacKinnon, a 2nd Lieutenant  
in the US Air Force and graduate 
of the University of Portland.
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Nick MacKinnon graduated 
from Marist in 2010, leaving 
with a commitment to 

service etched in his experience. His 
parents, Trish (Lowery) '81 and Scott, 
were active members of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church and now reside in 
Sherwood, Ore. They obviously, from 
the perspective of staff at Marist, had 
impressed upon him the value and 
importance of giving to others above 
self. Nick was an honors student at 
Marist, active in Marist’s Christian 
Leadership Class and Retreat Team, 
a pitcher on the varsity baseball team 
and, simply, a great kid.

Upon graduation he enrolled 
at the University of Portland (UP), 
intent on studying engineering and 
carrying an Air Force ROTC 
scholarship. Additionally, he 
committed over 20 hours a week 
in preparation of obtaining a 
commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the United States Air Force. Nick 
graduated this spring from UP with 
a BS in Mechanical Engineering and 
Business Administration.

While attending UP Nick 
remained active in his faith, serving 
others. He worked on the university’s 
“Encounter with Christ” retreat 
program. He took a mission trip 
to Haiti in 2014 (with 24 other UP 
students, including Amanda Ewing 
'10) to provide aid and ministry 
in Carrefour, a poverty-stricken 
mountain village just outside of the 
capital city of Port-au-Prince. Nick 
also served in a campus program, 
Green Dot, aimed at reducing 
power-based personal violence in 
the campus community and helping 
students keep one another safe. 
(www.up.edu/greendot)

MacKinnon says Marist gave 
him a “great education that taught 
me to explore my faith and grow 
my relationships with others, 
always appreciating our differing 
backgrounds. Above all, Marist 
instilled in me the realization that 
serving others isn’t a choice – it’s 
our obligation as humans and 
especially as Christians.” He added 
that Marist had an “environment 

which taught me what it means to 
serve and ultimately laid the ground 
work for my commitment to the 
military. I can’t thank Marist enough 
for fostering the community that 
ultimately set me up for a great 
college experience and entry into 
the military.”

Nick is currently stationed at 
Vance Air Force Base in Enid, Okla., 
where he will learn in the next two 
years how to fl y jet aircraft for the 
Air Force. He can be reached at 
nicksmackinnon@gmail.com. 

From Marist to University to US Air Force
Lessons learned, faith built, giving to others

By Principal Jay Conroy

Jay Conroy retired this 
summer after eight years at 
Marist – seven of them as 
principal. He is a founding 
father of this publication and 
his voice will be missed.
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On February 6, 2014, Nick McKinnon '10, at that time a 4th year 
engineering student at the University of Portland, received a phone call which 
would forever change his life. He stepped away from his engineering study 
group, outside into the knee-deep snow to answer the summons from his ROTC 
commander. He had been chosen to be a pilot. “I did my best to maintain 
my vocal composure while leaping for joy and throwing my fist into the air 
uncontrollably,” Nick said.

The total thrill of receiving this news was the result of a passion sparked by 
his ride in a fighter jet nearly a year beforehand – a ride which is detailed in the 
following account.  

What Heaven Would Be Like
By Nick MacKinnon '10

Since graduating from Marist 
in 2010, I have spent the 
last five years pursuing 

degrees in Mechanical Engineering 
and Business Administration at 
the University of Portland (UP). 
Additionally, I have committed over 
20 hours a week in preparation of 
obtaining a commission as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the United States  
Air Force. 

For most cadets across the 
country, ROTC is a four year 
commitment which begins and ends 
with one’s college career. In my 
case, however, I was on the five year 
track along with all other Air Force 
engineering students at UP since it 
is nearly impossible for us to fit in 
aerospace science and engineering 
core classes into a four year schedule. 

During the 2013-14 school year, 
I received a phone call from one of 
my aerospace science instructors, 
Major Cummings, who asked me 
to come to his office immediately, 
regardless of whether or not I was 
dressed appropriately. My heart raced 
as I quickly headed to his office, 
contemplating what I must have done 
wrong to be summoned so urgently. 

However, as I walked into his 
office, I was met with an abrasive, 
“How are you with heights?” 
Before I could complete my answer 
explaining that I eagerly hoped to 
be selected for pilot training before 

graduating from UP within two years, 
he interrupted to let me know that I 
had been selected for an incentive 
flight. What I came to learn was that 
this would entail me sitting in the 
back seat of a fighter jet during a 
practice combat exercise – a dogfight 
– with the Oregon Air National 
Guard down at Kingsley Field in 
Klamath Falls, Ore. 

The following three weeks at 
UP were spent listening to the songs 
Top Gun Anthem and Danger Zone 
on repeat during every run and 
homework session – that is, when I 
was actually able to overcome the 
excitement and anxiety in order to 
briefly focus on school. I also had to 
convince my engineering professors 
to not hold it against me that I 
would be missing our Friday Fluids 
Mechanics and Machine Design 
classes. Fortunately, it doesn’t take 
many words to make an engineering 
nerd – such as my professors or even 
myself – drool over a story about 
riding in a fighter jet.

Upon arrival at Kingsley Field, 
another cadet and I were fitted for our 
flight suits, helmets, and anti-gravity 
suits – which aid in counteracting the 
negative effects on one’s body during 
brutal turns and jolts during a flight. 
We then spent four hours in a facility 
where we were given a training 
crash course on how to eject from 
the cockpit should that be necessary 

during the flight, and, subsequently, 
how to steer a parachute before 
employing the crazy amount of 
survival gear stowed in each jet seat. 

In order to fly, we had to have 
a brief flight physical exam to make 
sure we were capable of enduring 
the physically-demanding flight. 
Given the nerves that had built up 
over the prior few weeks, my blood 
pressure came in at 190/80. After 
a little begging and explaining the 
excitement and anxiety which had 
permeated nearly every aspect of 
my life for the last few weeks was to 
blame, I was able to settle down and 
take another BP test, which produced 
a reading low enough for the doctor 
to deem me capable of sitting in on 
the dogfight. 

The visit to the doctor ended 
with a brief lesson on how to breathe 
properly while enduring tight, hard 
turns which are frequent in fighter 
plane combat exercises and cause 
the blood in the pilot’s body to rush 
toward his feet. The subsequent 
lessened blood flow in the brain can 
cause the pilot – or the passenger in 
my case – to black out and become 
unconscious for a brief moment, 
which is why it was extremely 
important for us to learn to breathe 
properly in addition to using the anti-
gravity suit, which would inflate and 
tighten around my lower extremity 
at a rate proportional to the amount 
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of G’s at a given moment in order 
to limit the amount of blood rushing 
toward my feet.

Before heading to the hotel that 
evening, one pilot took advantage 
of the opportunity to poke fun at 
us, saying, “make sure to eat your 
bananas for breakfast… they taste the 
same going down as they will coming 
up!” Our response was simply to 
smile and quickly leave the room in 
embarrassment, for we knew that if 
we were to throw up during the next 
day’s flight, we would likely become 
the next joke for all the fighter pilots 
at Kingsley Field. 

Upon arrival at the base the 
next morning, we were briefed on 
the purpose of our flight, which 
would be a “BFM 8,” or a Basic 
Fighter Maneuvers combat exercise. 
The pilots explained that we would 
each be riding backseat in separate 
exercises. In my case, I was able 
to ride in the plane of an instructor 
pilot as we went on the offensive, 
launching attacks on the opposing 
plane – piloted by a student, in fact, 
one who would become the first 
female to graduate F-15 fighter pilot 
training in the United States Air 
Force – from 3000, 6000, and 9000 
feet apart.

My plane’s driver, with the call 
sign of “Crusher”, was extremely 
welcoming and explained that he 
had attended the Air Force Academy 
about 20 years beforehand, ultimately 
settling down in Klamath Falls for a 
long-term assignment of training new 
F-15 pilots. 

Our pre-flight discussion was cut 
off abruptly as the Master Sergeant, 
responsible for preparing our flight, 
opened the door leading to the plane 
hangar. Startled by the thunderous 
noise of the F-15 engines from two 
hundred yards away, we quickly 
put our earplugs in and headed out 
toward the hangar. Just like an infant 
observing his parent’s every move, I 
intently watched Crusher’s every step 
as we walked side-by-side, my mind 
unable to refrain from anticipating 
the possibility of having his job and  
doing this every single day for a living. 

Upon reaching the plane, one 
mechanic motioned for me to climb 

the ladder into the cockpit. 
As Crusher climbed into the 

front seat of the F-15 Strike Eagle 
fighter, I continued to plug myself 
into my own seat with each of the 
seven harnesses. Upon inserting 
the headphone jack, I began to hear 
constant radio chatter between the 
pilot, mechanics, and radio tower. 
On one hand, it sounded just like 
what Top Gun had portrayed and yet 
all I could think was, “The movie 
certainly didn’t do this justice!” 
Shortly after, the cockpit window 
closed, sealing me in for the next 
hour – for better or worse. We began 
our taxi out to the runway and I 
raised my seat – just like in a car – 
as high as it would go, to the point 
where my shoulders were well above 
the bottom of the glass cockpit, 
allowing me to see as much as I 
could from the 360 degree window.

After the last preflight check,  
we were given permission for takeoff. 
Crusher simply said, “Here we go, 
kid!” and after forcing the throttle 
forward, we were airborne in just 
four seconds. Before I knew it, our 
jet was completely vertical with the 
ground and I turned around in my 
seat only to see everything getting 
smaller, faster than ever seemed 
possible from my experience in 
commercial airliners. 

As we continued to climb, the 
only thing running through my mind 
was “don’t throw up, don’t throw up.” 

The most difficult aspect of the 
flight was knowing that there were 
no handles to hold onto. As it turns 
out, the only objects in the cockpit 
even resembling a handlebar are the 
yellow ejection handles on either 
side of the seat. This meant that I was 
forced to use all my might to brace 
my elbows against the cockpit glass 
in the hopes that it would make  
the butterflies more bearable. No 
such luck. 

Once we reached the desired 
altitude of approximately 20,000 feet, 
each plane maneuvered in order to 
check the belly of the other before 
turning upside down and diving at a 
45 degree angle, to check the weather 
below, before returning to the  
initial height. 

As we soared among the 
clouds, still overtaken by jitters and 
butterflies, I couldn’t help but notice 
how unbelievably tranquil it all was. 
For once, I wasn’t looking out of a 
tiny jet window; rather, a 360 degree 
glass cockpit let me see all creation 
for miles and miles. This was what I 
would imagine heaven to look like. 
This was where I belonged. 

Shortly after ending our climb, 
we began the exercise. At the 
beginning of the first attack from 
3000 feet, Crush said over the radio, 
“here we go… this one’s gonna 
hurt!” Before I knew what had 
happened, the plane was on its side 
and we were in a hard turn. After just 
a couple of minutes we had gotten a 
missile lock on the opponent and that 
phase of the exercise quickly ended 
with a repeated “knock it off” heard 
over the radio. 

As we leveled out in preparation 
of the next phase, I asked Crusher 
how it felt. After responding with, 
“Awesome, sir!” I asked how 
many G’s we had pulled. With his 
response of 7.2, I was amazed but 
also extremely disappointed because 
a classmate of mine, just weeks 
prior, had endured a flight in which 
the pilot pulled 7.4 G’s. He would 
certainly give me a hard time for 
having endured more than me and so 
did Crusher, when I told him. 

During the second phase, 
which began at a range of 6000 feet 
between our plane and the target 
plane, we began an extremely tight 
right turn in which I felt as though 
the skin was crawling off my body. 
As I struggled to remember the 
proper breathing procedures, the 
turn felt like an eternity. I began to 

"This was what I 
would imagine heaven 
to look like. This was 
where I belonged."



Nick poses in the back seat of the F-15 Strike Eagle cockpit shortly before takeoff. He is now acclimating to the front seat of trainer aircraft as he attends 
U.S.A.F. Joint Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training along with other American officers and foreign allies, where he hopes to eventually return to the  
F-15 for the remainder of his career.
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“gray out,” almost to the point of 
temporarily losing complete vision 
and consciousness, but before I 
knew it the plane straightened out in 
response to a successful target lock 
on the opponent. 

“How many G’s, sir?” 
“8.0!” 
This ride was now a complete 

success; one that I could brag about 
to all my friends without fear of 
ridicule for being beaten in the 
number of G’s endured.

What I didn’t realize was that 
pulling 8 G’s in a fighter jet would 
forever ruin my ability to receive  
any amusement on a roller coaster 
ever again. 

On the ride back, all I could 
think about was how I may never 
get this opportunity again. And, if 
there’s one thing my instructors have 
ingrained in me, it’s that successful 
leaders are bold in their requests. 

Watching the secondary control stick 
move between my legs as Crusher 
controlled the jet’s every motion from 
the primary stick in the front seat, I 
couldn’t hold back the temptation  
any longer. 

“Sir, is there any way I can take 
the controls for just five seconds to 
see what it feels like?”

“Absolutely,” he responded. 
“Take the stick and the thrusters… 
she’s all yours!”

I went on to take over control 
of the plane for the next five 
minutes throughout the descent from 
20000 to 2000 feet.  Crusher then 
instructed me to roll over the other 
plane. Without much hesitation, 
I used the stick to flip us upside 
down, mimicking the motions I 
had so intently observed both while 
watching Top Gun growing up as 
well as when the plane was under his 
control throughout the exercise. As 
we rolled over the other jet, my heart 
continued to pound harder and harder 
than ever before. 

This moment, like every moment 
in the previous hour, was reassuring 
me that I belonged up here, in the air, 
for the rest of my life. 

Ph
ot

o 
pr

ov
id

ed
 b

y 
au

th
or

"Without much 
hesitation, I used the 
stick to flip us upside 
down. As we rolled 
over the other jet, 
my heart continued 
to pound harder and 
harder than ever 
before."
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Humble Words
Excerpts from the 2015 graduation ceremony speakers

Hannah Yi 
Salutatorian

An excerpt from Hannah’ s  
short but sweet address.

“I would like to thank everyone who 
has led us here. Thank you to all the 
teachers who have taught us, guided 
us and put up with all our antics. 
Thank you to all the staff, those who 
have helped us in ways that we don’t 
even realize, who make our lives 
better but we often take for granted.”

__________

Chaney Hart 
Valedictorian

Chaney drew a humorous, yet fitting, 
analogy between one of his favorite 

basketball players, Ron Artest,  
a rather divisive figure in the NBA,  
and the Class of 2015 gefore giving 

some heart-felt advice.

“Like Artest, it took a little while 
for the authorities to get accustomed 
to our rebellious energy. For Artest, 
that meant getting into a massive 
brawl and being suspended for a 
season. I won’t get into too many 
details, but we had our share of  

issues as well. 
Like Artest, we evolved and 

matured. Freshman year, I never 
would have guessed that we would 
have all bonded so well, but we 
have. Our upperclassman years have 
been equivalent to winning the NBA 
championship, on a smaller, more 
subtle scale. And I don’t mean that 
we accomplished one big thing – 
but that every day we showed the 
friendly, intelligent, lively nature that 
we always knew we had inside of us.

But the things is ... it’s hard to 
characterize 130 people with one 

person and one metaphor. In a similar 
vein, it’s really pretty arbitrary 
and inadequate that one person is 
standing up here representing all of 
you – as if I am the most intelligent, 
or I have the most to say. I believe 
wholeheartedly that is untrue. 

There are a lot of ways to be 
intelligent and I have seen countless 
examples of my classmates excelling 
in all of them. I happen to be good at 
the type that involves studying and 
doing a lot of homework, but I am 
not the smartest.

Take Austin Tyner, when he 
Opposite page: In the courtyard arfter graduation, Emily Burr '15 and Emily Kelly '15 raise their arms in celebration.

Salutatorian Hannah Yi watches her class video.

Class Valedictorian Chaney Hart '15 delivers his address.



plays basketball, he is so focused and 
in the zone, his body is always in the 
right position – it’s extraordinary. 
Or Allie Thompson, who can sing 
Latin chants like an angel. Or even 
day to day when people like Jack 
Kiesewetter or Whit Daniel come up 
with clever jokes right off the top of 
their heads. It is automatic to them, 
but it is totally apparent that their 
minds are always churning and they 
are always observing and absorbing 
their surroundings.

So I really don’t feel comfortable 
in this position. When I researched 
valedictorian speeches, I noticed a 
theme of giving you all advice. But 
that’s not what I want to do. There is 
no reason why my voice should be 
distinguished against those of your 
peers, your parents, your teachers  
and yourself.

My only advice is for you to, on 
your own, address these things: seek 
out the voice of others because two 
heads always give a broader view 
than just your own. But don’t forget 
when it comes down to it, you are  
the only one who can and has to  
act and the only one who will face 
the consequences, so reflect by 
yourself too.

But if you keep in mind the 
words of Woody Guthrie, ‘take it 
easy, but take it,’ then you’ll be  
just fine.”

__________

Chad DePaoli, 
Faculty Representative 

The class of 2015 chose theology 
teacher Chad DePaoli to speak at 

their graduation. In his address, he 
honored the life of his Aunt Susie 
who passed away last month. He 
spoke of her enduring love of life 

and contagious joy, as he urged the 
graduates to model the manner in 

which she lived. 
 
“Aunt Susie embraced life, and 

to be honest, losing her has caused 
me to ask myself: do I love my  
life enough?

My Aunt Susie only lived 60 
years on this earth, much shorter 
than average. In fact, according to 
current estimates, the average life 
expectancy for graduating seniors in 
2015 is 78.8 years. This works out to 
roughly 28,710 days. Some of these 
days are going to be big days, like 
today. Graduating from high school, 
then for many of you, graduating 
from college, maybe even getting a 
masters or PhD someday. There will 
be weddings, births and deaths. 

All of these events will most 
likely happen in your life at some 
point, and all of them will make for 
big days like today.

However, of the 28,710 days you 
are expected to live, most, nearly all 
of them, will not be made up of  
 

big moments. Most of life is lived 
'in between.' The day-in, day-out, 
mundane, perhaps even boring, 
details of life: driving to work, 
making dinner, buying groceries. 
The majority of your life will happen 
in the 'in between.' And how you 
live this part of your life, the small 
moments, will mean everything in 
the long run.

It is imperative that you, like 
my Aunt Susie, find joy in the small 
things: a really good cup of coffee, 
the sunset, talking with a friend, 
being in nature, a child’s smile, 
playing with your dog, taking a walk, 
laughing at a joke, reading a book, 
watching a good movie, holding your 
loved one’s hand. Don’t sit around 
waiting for the next big day, because 
there will be a lot of wasted days.

So, be kind, not just to your 
friends and your loved ones, but to 
the difficult people, to the stranger in 
line behind you, to the coworker you 
have nothing in common with, to the 
grumpy checkout clerk. Kindness is 
always the best choice.

Choose your people well. The 
majority of your life will revolve 
around relationships; even now this 
probably rings true. You see the 
importance your friends have had in 
your life, as well as your family, your 
teachers, your mentors and coaches. 

Practice gratefulness. Focus 
on all of the things you do have, 
make it a priority to pay attention 
to the blessings, the gifts, the good 
things, rather than dwelling on what 
you don’t have or what others have 
that you want. It is impossible to be 
jealous and grateful at the same time.

Finally, love. Love big. Love 
your family, your friends. Love 
strangers. Love yourself. Love life. 
St. Paul said that only three things 
remain; faith, hope and love, but the 
greatest of these is love.

What does it mean for love to 
remain? It means after you are gone, 
your love is your legacy.

It’s me standing here, in front 
of you today, telling you about the 
love Aunt Susie showed me, my 
wife, my children. It’s how you are 
remembered. It’s what remains long 
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Along with their classmates, Tate Rupp '15 and Anne Yates '15 appaud a speaker.
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Natalia Zreliak '15 walks to the podium for her address.

after you are gone.
My hope is that each of you 

embrace life to its fullest, find joy 
every day, surround yourself with 
good people, and love big.”

__________

Natalia Zreliak, 
Senior Class Representative
Natalia’s address included a moment 

when she asked her classmates to  
look under their chairs for the 

personal note she had written to  
each and every one of them.

“Originally I came to Marist 
thinking 'We Are One' was a cool idea 

and that it looked nice up on the wall 
behind those bleachers, but as a senior 
I love knowing that 'We are One' isn’t 
an idea; it’s Marist.

We’re growing up and heading in 
all different directions and will never 
walk these hallways as students again. 
We’ve all impacted each other’s lives 
even in the smallest of ways. The 
unfortunate thing is that we don’t 
share this with each other enough. 
Years from now, high school will be a 
distant memory, but the lessons we’ve 
learned and the impacts we’ve made 
on each other will forever be written 
on our hearts.”

The class of 2015 reads their personal note, from Natalia Zreliak, that had been taped to the bottom of each chair.

Principal Jay Conroy congratualtes Malik Jackson '15. Allie Thoreson '11 and Seth Thoreson '15 



17SPRING/SUMMER 2015

Champagnat Service Award

St. Marcellin Champagnat, founder of the Marist order of teaching brothers, 
dedicated his life to serve the poor, the uneducated, those for whom no one 
seemed to care. He literally saw a need and took action to make things better. 
The Champagnat Award honors the spirit of “servant leadership” embodied by 
St. Marcellin by:  

• giving recognition to those who see needs and take action to make things 
better;

• increasing awareness of the connection between a servant mentality and 
a full, healthy, and satisfying life.

The students who receive this honor were nominated by staff members. Each 
of them has gone well beyond the required Christian Service hours of Marist. 
Their activities include mission trips, making themselves available to serve the 
many activities here at Marist, working on school-wide outreach projects, serving 
fellow students, quietly but actively feeding the hungry, and serving in programs 
of their churches and the greater Eugene-Springfi eld communities. A common 
feature of a recipient is that they carry themselves with a sense of humility 
and integrity.
2015 senior recipients: Tyler Fechtel, chris keylock, doug mcgirr, 
Jordan Pickrel, Allie Thompson, and kaitlyn Witschger.
Any one student’s success serves to strengthen the Marist Community, and the 
students honored give special meaning to our professed motto: We Are One.

Where Are We going?
University Of Oregon - 31
Lane Community College - 21
Oregon State University - 15
Clark Honors College, U of O- 5
Northwest Christian University - 3
Corban University - 2
Southern Oregon University - 2
Treasure Valley Community College - 2
Linn-Benton Community College - 1
Pacifi c University - 1
University of Portland - 1
Willamette University - 1

Eastern Michigan University - 1

California Polytechnic State University - 2
Santa Clara University - 2
California Lutheran University - 1
Chapman University - 1
Columbia College, Hollywood - 1
College of the Siskiyous - 1
Foothills College - 1 
Loyola Marymount University- 1
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton - 1
Saint Mary’s College of California - 1
University of California, Davis - 1
University of California, Irvine - 1
University of Southern California - 1 University of Florida - 1

Tulane University - 1

Gonzaga University - 7
University of Puget Sound - 2 
Whitworth University - 2
Pacifi c Lutheran University - 1

Boise State University - 1

Ozark Community College - 1

Boston University - 1
College of Holy Cross - 1

University of Denver - 2
Regis University - 1
Colorado State University - 1

George Washington University -1

Bellarmine University - 1

Berry College - 1

Carroll College - 2

Rensselaer Polytechnic University - 1

Chaminade University -1 

Work Experience Abroad - 1
New Zealand

The class of 2015 sends its students to 
45 different colleges across the country.

senior Tribute Video
The video was co-produced and edited 
by Jordan Gorman '15 and written and 
co-produced by Kayla Backer '15. The 
video, as well as graduation photos, 
can been viewed on the Marist website: 
www.marisths.org. 

__________

Graduation photos contributed by: 
Photo Editor Toni Cooper, Gabby Mujica '16, 
Kate Zhang '17, and Zac Oldham '14.



Jay Conroy watches a Marist football game with his grandchildren in September of 2012.
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Genuine, hard-working, open-
minded, faith-filled, and 
determined are just some of 

the attributes that Marist staff say 
describe Principal Jay Conroy. He is 
a man who has left an indelible mark 
on Marist for the past eight years 
through his leadership, driven by his 
authentic commitment to embodying 
his faith.  

A Call to Help Is Ingrained
Coming from a family of 

educators, the importance of 
education is ingrained in Conroy.  
“He is really passionate about 
education and really cares about 
education,” said Andy Oldham, 
current dean of students and future 
assistant principal of academic 
affairs. “He really believes every 
student in the building is a child 

of God and has the potential to be 
remarkable,” Oldham said. 

Conroy was a lawyer for 
about 10 years in Corvallis before 
switching to education. Law was 
a “great job…that taught me how 
to think a lot and reason,” Conroy 
said. But he wanted to work with a 
population where he could influence 
lives positively before they ever 
needed the court system. “I love kids. 
That is why I got into education,” 
said Conroy. Prior to Marist, Conroy 
was a teacher at Crescent Valley High 
School and Corvallis High School 
before beginning his administrative 
career at Philomath Middle School 
and later returning to Corvallis High 
School as principal.  

Along with education, faith 
is really important to him. Conroy 
believes faith is alive in the hallways 

of both public and private high 
schools, but he recalls thinking about 
what it would be like to teach at a 
Catholic school where faith was 
out in the open. All of these factors 
brought Conroy to Marist in 2007.

Searching for the Right Call
“He is truly faith-filled,” his 

long-time friend and journalism 
teacher Toni Cooper said. Cooper 
remembers her first encounter with 
the Conroy family at an annual 
Catholic Summer Conference in 
1991. Conroy worked with the high 
schoolers there and when she heard 
he was looking for a change from 
public schools, she remembers 
thinking how lucky Marist would 
be to have the “thoughtful and 
trustworthy” Conroy at Marist – 
especially at a time when the school 

Who is Conroy?
Conroy retires after being the longest serving principal in Marist history

By Madisyn Bryant '16 – reprinted from an article in this spring's student newspaper, The Spartan Spear.



was experiencing a high turnover  
in administration. 

Cooper also remembers Conroy 
telling her that he wanted to help 
make Marist great, knowing that in 
14 years or so his grandson could 
benefit from his hard work. Seven 
years later, Conroy now has three 
more grandchildren in the area who 
will hopefully attend Marist. And 
as the longest-running principal in 
school history, Conroy has helped 
create a legacy of stability.

Authentic Mentor
“Jay has been a wonderful 

mentor to me,” said Rick Gardner, 
current assistant principal of 
academics and future director of 
athletics and facilities. Like Oldham, 
Gardner said that Conroy has an 
authentic desire to focus on what kids 
need the most. According to Gardner, 
the contributions Conroy has made 
to the Marist community through 
his unique spirit, but specifically his 
work with the development aspects 
of Marist, is essential to its current 
thriving state. Conroy is “leaving the 
school in a very good place,” which 
will allow new Principal Stacey 
Baker and President Suzanne Graf 
to take the “ship to the next level,” 
Gardner said.

The Next Generation
Conroy believes that the nature 

of Marist offerings is unique and 
has strived to expand on them. He 
understands the value in exposing 
kids to real world experiences. 
Whether through his enthusiasm 
for “Brown Bag Lunch” sessions or 
bringing the Oregon Supreme Court 
to the gym for students to witness 
real-life trials, his desire to make 
Marist an institution where students 
recognize where their education can 
take them is evident. 

Through his experience with 
growing up in Klamath Falls, 
graduating in a class of just 18 
students, and being the principal  
at Corvallis High School  – a 
school with graduating classes in 
the hundreds – Conroy knows that 
whether at a large or small school, 
“you kind of have to find your niche.” 

Conroy finds Marist’s size to 
be unique because it offers kids an 
opportunity to be involved in many 
diverse interests, which “lets kids 
explore and think.” Ultimately, 
Conroy thinks “[Marist] offers the 
high end of a comprehensive high 
school, but in a small school setting.”

Dedicated to Plowing Through
“He never complains when there 

is work to do.” “He has an amazing 
worth ethic.” “Among Conroy’s 
many contributions to Marist, is his 
work ethic.” “He is the first in and 
is the first to say let’s get it done.” 
These are just some of the words 
collected from Marist staff. While 
delivering a small tribute to Conroy’s 
retirement at the start of this year’s 
auction, even Police Chief Pete 
Kerns, a Marist graduate, parent and 
school board president, said that 
Conroy just has that “Catholic  
work ethic.”  

“I have given Marist someone 
who works really hard – not always 
smart – but hard,” said Conroy. 

Considering that everyone 
interviewed about Conroy brought 
up his dedicated work ethic 
independently, it is safe to say he can 
cross that one off his list. It is also 
notable that Conroy lives in Corvallis, 
40 minutes away from Marist.

Outside the Office
While Conroy’s first joys are 

his wife and four children and their 
families, he also loves sports, enjoys 
traveling and is a member of Saint 
Mary’s Church in Corvallis. Not 
surprisingly, he also loves to read  
and watch political news. “I can  
get on the news at eight o’clock at  
night and get off at ten,” said 
Conroy. It seems as though Conroy’s 
approach to his activities outside 
the office is no different than his 
approach to his duties inside the 
office – tenaciously focused.

Leadership
To be a successful leader you 

have to “know yourself, reflect 
on your strengths and your areas 
to grow, and give yourself a good 
examination, because there’s no 
one perfect personality or gift of 

qualities,” Conroy said. However, he 
strongly believes that a leader needs 
to be accountable for his area. He 
stresses the importance of a balance 
between knowing what you can bring 
to the table and also acknowledging 
what others can bring. Conroy has 
surrounded himself with good leaders 
including Baker, Gardner, Graf, 
Martin, McClary and Oldham –  
all of whom Conroy is confident  
will continue to lead Marist in the 
right direction.

Transitioning and Reflection
Conroy treasures his experience 

with being on a team that was “way 
consistent” with what he likes: the 
values, the focus, the sports and 
activities, and the high academics. 

“In the working world 
sometimes you get to work on a 
team where you are all working 
in the same direction, sometimes 
you’re working on teams where you 
are going in different directions. 
Marist has been going in the same 
direction, so it’s been a real peaceful, 
hardworking job that I just love,” 
said Conroy. 

Planning for the Future
About a year and a half ago, 

along with his wife Judy, Conroy 
decided that it was time to make a 
plan to begin transitioning out of 
such time-demanding office hours. 
“I don’t know for sure what God 
has in mind,” Conroy said. Teach 
at the college level? Work as an 
education consultant? Build houses 
with Habitat for Humanity? No 
matter what, he is looking forward to 
spending more time with his family 
and traveling with Judy.  

A Humble Man of Thought
“Marist has reaffirmed and 

taught me the place of faith and 
vocation in life; that you can find 
faith and meaning in your work,” 
Conroy said. Some might say that 
through his zealous commitment 
to his prayerful reflections each 
morning and his willingness to be 
open with his faith, Conroy himself 
was the catalyst for his impact on  
our school. 
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Brian Jones '86 and wife Jill Heather (Hoffman) Campion '99 with Jessica (May) Dwyer '05 Auction Chairs, Larry and Beth Over 

School Board President Pete Kerns '79 addresses the crowd. Brother Dan Grogan raises his bid card. Curtis and Brenda Large with Rex Hughes

Jon Anderson shares in the fun. Julia (Chambers) Stiltner '09, Michelle (Portz) Cross '87 & Andrew Stiltner Auctioneer Sid Voorhees drives the action.

Lex (Bonzer) Schmidt '70 and Toni Cooper Chris and Kelley (Olsen) Kline '80 with Smokey the Bear Principal Jay Conroy with wife Judy



An Adventure to Remember

Auction Highlights

500 Auction Attendees

200+ Volunteers

28 Sponsors

300+ Donors

19 Patron Tables

$99,000 for Tuition Assistance

Over $400,000 in revenue 

556 Marist students who will 
benefit from all of the hard 
work and generosity!

A beautiful spring evening 
provided the perfect backdrop    
for adventure in The Great 

Outdoors, when more than 500 
attendees gathered for the 44th Annual 
Marist Auction. From the early stages 
of planning, auction chairs Larry and 
Beth Over had a vision – a theme that 
would capture their appreciation of 
Oregon’s natural beauty and the active 
lifestyle it inspires – “the good life”. 
Their leadership, the Marist staff,  
the creative talents of a devoted 
decorations committee, and a legion 
of volunteers brought the theme to life 
and, as a result, The Great Outdoors 
was a tremendous success.

A record setting number of 
business sponsors and underwriting 
dollars insured that all of the money 
raised the night of the auction – from 
raffle tickets and drink purchases to 
winning bids in both the silent and live 

auctions and the dessert dash – went 
directly to benefit Marist students. We 
are grateful to the attendees and the 
many businesses and individuals, too 
numerous to mention, who stepped 
forward to support the auction with 
their time, talent and treasure.

The auction is Marist’s most 
important annual community event 
and fundraiser. The generosity of all 
involved raised more than $400,000, 
including nearly $100,000 in tuition 
assistance. Marist is truly blessed! 

As we reflect on the success of 
this year’s auction and the fun time 
had by all, we invite you to enjoy 
some candid photos from The Great 
Outdoors, online at auction.marisths.org. 

We give thanks for the incredible 
generosity of the entire community! 

Save the Date for the  
45th Annual Marist Auction  

May 14th, 2016

Thank You
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Smoke from open cooking fires 
kills more than eight times as 
many people as malaria. Daily 

cooking is the equivalent to mothers 
and children smoking three packs of 
cigarettes a day,” according to the 
StoveTeam International website.  
There are three billion people across 
the world who cook over open fires 
in their homes. The visible effects 
can be debilitating burns that occur 
when people fall into these open 
flames, but this “silent killer” leads 
to lung cancer and can cause strokes 
and  blindness. Additionally, most 
of the people affected by this are 
women and children.  

In 2008 Nancy Hughes, the 
founder of StoveTeam International 
set out to change this problem 
in Central Amercia by enabling 
Ecocinas, a clean and safe burning 
alternative to stoves, to be 
incorporated into homes that use 
open fires – a common practice in 
many Latin American countries. 
Ecocinas meet a number of needs 
for these families. They are insulated 
and therefore the exterior is cool 
to the touch. The particulate matter 
(carbon) is reduced by 90%. It uses 
half as much wood, and, as a result of 
this decrease in wood, a family who 
purchases an Ecocina will pay it off 
in a few months. 

StoveTeam International is 
currently doing this work in El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Mexico. In addition to creating 
a healthier home environment, 
StoveTeam makes the process 
sustainable by helping local business 
people build factories to manufacture 
these stoves. The business owner 
provides the building and some 
materials and StoveTeam contracts 
with them for the first thousand 
stoves they will build. This first large 
order gives the business the cash 

flow they need to be viable. Each 
household that receives a stove pays 
for it, which ensures that they will be 
regularly used.

Today, Kim Forrest '02 works 
with a volunteer organization and in  
program administration for StoveTeam  
International. Considering the large 
impact they have on communities 
and lives, they are still a small 
operation in Eugene. She works with 
three other people, and they all do a 
lot to keep everything moving. Kim 
takes volunteers to their sites and 
also works with the business owners 
as they develop their business plans 
and strategies, making sure they are 
setting the right foundation. 

After Kim left Marist, she 
attended Whitman College in Walla 
Wala, Wash., and graduated in '06 
with a Bachelors of Art in History. 
Immediately after completing her 
undergraduate degree she worked in 
politics in both Salem and Eugene. 
She saw herself going into non-profit 
work and she felt that it would be an 
asset to learn Spanish, so she went to 
Guatemala for nine months learning 
Spanish and working at a center 
for children with disabilities. After 
this, she attended archaeological 
field school in Guatemala, and 
then continued her education in 
anthropological and archaeological 
studies in Mexico. She considered 
continuing her passion by getting a 
PhD, but really what she wanted to 
do was help people. Additionally, she 
hoped to be near her family  
in Eugene. 

Her position at StoveTeam has 
proved to meld all of the things 
Kim was seeking in a career: she 
gets to use her Spanish, work 
with people who are passionate 
about helping others, and who are 
working to mitigate a solvable 
problem. She has learned a lot about 

business throughout her time in this 
position. She said, “I grew up in a 
family business (Forrest Paint), and 
that has made this part of my job 
familiar.” She loves the hybrid model 
that StoveTeam is offering to the 
landscape of international non-profit 
work, “That’s what is interesting 
about StoveTeam: we’re a non-profit 
that starts for-profit businesses.”

Another thing she has loved 
about this position is her exposure to 
all different disciplines – she never 
knew that it would be so interesting 
to learn about combustion and 
science, but all of these elements 
are what keep her job interesting. 
In the spirit of being a life-long 
learner, Kim is going to continue her 
education as StoveTeam International 
continues to grow and improve their 
work – she is thinking about taking 
some business courses in the near 
future. The next goal for StoveTeam 
is to create a forum where the 
business owners of the stove factories 
can collaborate and share ideas with 
each other. 

StoveTeam has recently reached 
a milestone of having 50,000 stoves 
in Mexico and Central America. 
They are also in the process of 
starting factories in Nicaragua and 
three more sites in Mexico. Kim is 
always looking for others to attend 
the trips she leads to Mexico and 
Central America. If you or someone 
you know is interested in taking one 
of these trips, you can contact her at 
kim@stoveteam.org. 
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Clearing the Air
With the help of Kim Forrest '02, StoveTeam International  
is changing and improving lives one new stove at a time

By Beth Wirth

“

Beth Wirth, Marist teacher 
and Managing Story Editor 
for Marist Magazine.
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Kim Forrest observes and helps as Ecocinas are built and delivered.
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Marist students got a taste of our court 
system this April and they seemed to like 
it. With the intent to expose students to the 
field of law, the Oregon Supreme Court 
travelled to Marist at the request of Prin-
cipal Jay Conroy to try two real-life cases 
in the gym.

For 90 minutes, half of the Marist stu-
dent body listened to the first trial which 
was to determine whether or not an Oregon 
business should be held liable for serving 

alcohol to an already intoxicated man who 
proceeded to wound two other men at an-
other location.

The other half of the Marist student 
body spent the following hour and a half 
listening to a second trial which dealt 
with a convicted murderer whose lawyer 
argued is ineligible for the death penalty 
under the Constitution because of his 
“intellectual disability.” The judges and 
lawyers spent most of their time trying to 

determine the correct measurement of in-
tellectual capacity to apply in determining 
a possible death penalty case. 

The Court held a question and answer 
session for students at the conclusion of 
each session. At the conclusion of the day, 
the Court joined a small selection of stu-
dents and staff in the ARC for a luncheon 
to provide more chances for students to 
talk with the seven judges about the field 
of law.

National Honor Society moderator and 
Project Starfish coordinator Jerry Ragan 
worked with various parts of the Marist 
community to maximize opportunities for 
Project Starfish donations that go to a St. 
Vincent de Paul program to put families in 
homes one family at a time. 

With the final donations counted, 
Marist will donate $12,826.28 to Connec-
tions Transitional Housing, smashing the 
2015 Marist goal of $10,500.

According to St. Vincent de Paul, the 
program helps 36 Oregon families annu-
ally break the cycle of homelessness.

Over and Above Speech and Debate Accolades

After the completion of hearing two trials in the Marist gym, the Oregon Supreme Court takes questions from Marist students. 

Senior Heather Clarke and junior Jane 
Park earn awards at the 5A State Speech 
and Debate Tournament this spring.

From Athletic Court to Court of Law, Marist Welcomes Highest Court in Oregon

The Marist speech and debate team, which 
sent a record-setting seven students to the state 
finals this April, had its highest state finish yet, 
placing 8th overall in the 5A tournament at 
Western Oregon University this April.

Senior Heather Clarke placed fifth out of 40 
competitors in Expository Speaking and junior 
Jane Park placed second out of eight competi-
tors in LIBIELL. Clarke also received the Four 
Year Award, for qualifying for state every year 
of her high school career. 

The team, led by coach Steve Barth, had 
been working on their speeches and perfecting 
their debate skills since last October.
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Students return from the LCC Math Competition.

The Mr. Spartan team celebrates their efforts and the crowning of senior Jack Kiesewetter as Mr. Spartan  2015.

Senior John Kerns, as the Mad 
Hatter, offers tea to Alice, played 
by senior Natalie Tichenor.

Senior Nikki Mirhosseyni attempts to 
appease Duchess Fergie, played by 
English Teacher Becky Boyd.

Math Skills Shine

Service Recognized
This April, senior 

Tyler Fechtel was 
among eight high 
school students from 
the greater Eugene area 
to receive a $500 schol-
arship for his service to 
school and community from the Emerald 
Empire Kiwanis Club.

Hosted by Ashley Laing  '10, a former 
Ms. Spartan herself, and University of 
Oregon football player Tyler Johnstone, 
the 21st annual Mr. Spartan Pageant 
capped off an extremely successful fun-
draising effort for the Marist commu-
nity. Raising a record-breaking $53,103 
over a 15-week period for The Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network, the Mr. Spartan 

team concluded its baby-saving efforts 
on April 11th knowing that they have set 
the bar high for future years. 

A highlight of the evening was the 
reading of a dedication letter to retiring 
art teacher and long-time Mr. Spartan 
moderator, Lex Schmidt who will now 
move to “emeritus status” said current 
moderator Bill Ferrari.

Record-Setting Funds Raised For Babies

First to Volunteer
This spring, senior 

Kaitlyn Witschger was 
one of five Eugene high 
school seniors to be 
nominated for the Eu-
gene Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s presti-

gious Future First Citizen Award for her 
contributions to school and community. 
A Churchill senior was the winner but 
Witschger, who is described as the first 
to volunteer and the last to leave,  re-
ceived a $1,000 scholarship towards her  
college education.

Math teacher Amber Patterson was busy 
this spring providing passionate math stu-
dents opportunities to shine. 

In February, junior Jane Park scored in 
the top one percent of the challenging MAA 
American Mathematics Competition test. 

And in April, 12 Marist students placed 
first in LCC’s annual math competition, 
winning by a mere two points over five other 
area schools. 

Freshman Marsted Hall, sophomore 
Angela Agnew, junior Leo Rain and senior 
Doug McGirr scored the highest or tied for 
first on the quizzes taken for their level.

Marist Theatre presented its final two 
plays of the year in a two-month period. 

The winter production of Alice in 
Wonderland, which wrapped up in 
March, was a fun adaptation of Lewis 
Carroll’s classic novel by Theatre Di-
rector Tony Rust's son Glenn. The per-
fectly cast show finished to a sold-out 
crowd and had the audience in stitches 
with several exuberant and energetic  

senior performances.
The final play of the year, William 

Shakespeare’s romantic comedy As You 
Like It, finished in May with special ad-
ditions to the cast, Assistant Principal 
Rick Gardner and English Teacher Becky 
Boyd. For Boyd it was her first time in a 
play and this was Gardner's second time 
in a Marist play.

Theatre As We Like It
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Spring Sports Spectacular

TrAck & Field: Both the boys and the 
girls won the Midwestern District Meet 
titles and sent 26 Spartans, including nine 
freshmen, to this year's State Track and 
Field Meet. The boys earned 2nd place for 
the third time in four years after winning 
the state title last year. The girls finished 
27th but with multiple freshmen competing 
will look to change that next year. Junior 
Dustin Jones was the state champion in 
the 400m, 4th in the 200m, and was also 
part of a state-winning 4x100m relay team 
with juniors Trevor Coleman, Ben Hayes, 
and Austin Korth. These four are the first 
4x100m relay champions in Marist history. 
Freshman Jerik Embleton was 4th in the 
800m and brother Clark was 5th in the 
1500m. The 4x400m relay team finished 3rd.  
Tennis: The boys finished 2nd in State and 
the girls finished 4th. Seniors Austin Tyner 
and AJ Bartko were the first doubles team 

in state history to be state champions for 
the third consecutive year after defeating 
Summit. Junior Madisyn Bryant was state 
champion for the third consecutive year in 
girls’ singles and junior Renee Lee made it 
to the quarterfinals. Senior Jordan Gorman 
advanced to the men's singles quarterfinal 
and junior Nick Nipatasaj and senior Whit 
Daniel made it to the consolation semi-
finals. The doubles teams of senior Claire 
Sick and junior Nicole Spellman and 
sophomore Ellie Cross and junior Margo 
Werner both lost in the first round.
shOOTing TeAm: Eight members of 
the Marist shooting team participated 
in the Oregon Youth Clay Trap State 
Championship in May which tested their 
skills in trap, skeet and sporting clay 
shooting. The Marist girls team was the high 
scoring team in trap and skeet and senior 
Jack Kiesewetter, the shooting program’s 

first four year-member, was named State 
Skeet Champion for an individual high 
score of 96 out of 100. Senior Brit Brann 
and junior Jordan Baird also achieved 
recognition as third in trap and second in 
skeet, respectively.
sOFTBAll: The 4th-ranked softball team 
finished strong with a 22-7 record. They 
advanced in the 5A state playoffs all the 
way to the semi-finals where they lost to 
Putnam 2-3.
BAseBAll: The 11th-ranked Spartans 
made it to the first round of the 5A Baseball 
State Playoffs where they lost to Crescent 
Valley 1-7.
BOys lAcrOsse: The boys lacrosse team 
was one of only two teams awarded the 
Sportsmanship Award by the Oregon High 
School Lacrosse Association. 

Junior Madisyn Bryant competes 
at the 5A State Tournament in 
Portland where she won the 
women's singles State Title. 

At the historic Hay-
ward Field in May, 
junior Matt Jones 
rounds the corner, 
in front of the East 
grandstands full 
of Marist support-
ers, with just 200m 
left on the second 
leg of the mens 
4x400m relay. They 
placed 3rd in this 
race but were the 
State Champions in 
the 4X100m relay, 
securing a second 
place team finish for 
the boys. 

Members of the 
girls' softball 
team at the 5A 
state playoffs.
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1980s

Linda Schmidt 
'84 has a new 
position as 
the Medical 
Director of 
Youth & Family 
Services at 
Albertina Kerr, 
a non-profit 
agency in 
Portland, OR, 

that has been working to strengthen 
families and communities since 1907. 
1990s

Ryan Harbert '92 was inducted into 
Southern Oregon University’s Sports 
Hall of Fame. He played on the Raiders 
Basketball Team from 1993-97, where 
he broke the university’s 39-year-old 

scoring record by two points in the 
closing seconds of his final game, 
finishing with 1,538 for his career.
After more than a decade at The Cooler 
Restaurant & Bar, Phillip Barry '95 and 
his wife, Maggie, purchased The Duck 
Bar & Grill in Eugene and are looking 
forward to other ventures.
Jenna (Fussell) Knapp '99 and husband 
Brandon welcomed a son, Killian, in 
January. Big sister, Violet (3), is thrilled 
to have a brother.
2000s

Chris Alderman '01 received his 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
Washington & Lee University, his 
Master’s from University of Chicago, 
and has completed two years toward his 
doctorate in Comparative Literature at 
University of Michigan. He currently 

works for Symantec in Springfield, OR.
 

Tony Baker '03 married Marie Madison 
at Shadow Hills Country Club on 
January 10, 2015. 
Clayton Alderman '03 is currently in 
Jerusalem working as the Consulate 
spokesperson with the U.S. State 
Department. He and his wife, Mary,  
have served previously in D.C., Iraq,  
and Mexico.

CLASS NOTES

An Opportunity of a Lifetime for Young Runner

Pro-Life Happenings

Along with club moderator Heidi 
Sušec, 10 members of Marist for Life 
traveled to Portland in early April for the 
annual Oregon Right to Life Conference 
to listen to speeches and participate in 
workshops about pro-life issues.

The day began with a presentation by 
the Director of Education at the National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia, 
who spoke about the impacts of the 
Affordable Care Act on human life. 

Following the presentation, students 
divided into groups to attend different 
classes ranging from the basics of the 
pro-life movement to influencing peers in 
a high school setting.

Members of Marist for Life attend the Right to 
Life Conference in Portland in April.

Incoming Athletic Director Rick Gardner and 
outgoing AD Sharee Waldron.

Marist junior 
Jordan Pifer 
sets the pace 
for the first 
two laps of the 
High School 
Boys' One 
Mile race at 
the Prefon-
taine Classic 
at Hayward 
Field in May.

Another administrative change happening  
this summer is the moving on of Athletic 
Director Sharee Waldron. After years as 
a volunteer and nine years as AD, Sharee 
is moving to Colorado Springs with her 
husband Jay who is fulfilling his dream of 
coaching for the National Shooting Team. 
Waldron reflects, with gratitude, not only 
on what she has been able to give to the 
Marist community, but especially what the 
Marist community has given to her, her 
husband and their three Marist graduates, 
Nate '06, Dustin '08 and Jenna '11. Current 
Assistant Principal of Academics Rick 
Gardner will take over as athletic director 
next year.

Track and field middle distance 
runner, junior Jordan Pifer, got a chance 
to run in a premiere meet at historic 
Hayward Field this May. He was asked, 
through his coach Chase Wells, to rabbit 
the Prefontaine Classic’s High School 
Boys’ One Mile race. Pifer was chosen 
for his ability to set the pace for just the 
first two laps of the four-lap race of elite 
runners from across the country.

Long-time AD and Marist Supporter Moves On



Megan Martin '03 was awarded the 
distinction of Master Teacher in the 
Achievement First system of  
charter schools. 
After working on the last two 
presidential elections, Devin Driscoll 
'04 stepped away from the campaign 
trail to begin law school at University 
of Minnesota. He is living in the Twin 
Cities with his wife, Katie. 
Kallee (Apo) Madden '06 married 
Shawn Madden of Fort Smith, AR on 
August 23, 2014 at the home of her 
parents, Makana & Lisa Apo.
Jeffery Jonas '06 graduated with 
honors with an MBA from Marylhurst 
University in 2014. As a result of his 
studies, he launched his first successful 
business endeavor, Custom Cornhole; 
the largest distributor of cornhole boards 
available in the U.S. Additionally,  
Jeff is engaged to be married on  
August 29, 2015. 
Jacquelyn Beyerlein '07 received a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree 
from Oregon State University. 
Corbin Hiday '07 is living in Pittsburgh, 
PA, working in the law field. He will 
begin pursuing his doctorate this summer 
at the University of Illinois in Chicago.
2010s

Brant Holaday '10 is marrying Jennifer 
Curtis of Beaverton, OR on August 15, 
2015 in Springfield, OR.
Amanda Ewing '10 spent three weeks in 
Haiti on a mission trip and will spend the 
next two years on assignment with Teach 
for America. 
Dillon Oldham '10 graduated from 
Gonzaga University in 2014 and has 
completed one year of service with 

Jesuit Volunteer Corp in Seattle.
Tyler Wagner '11 graduated from Notre 
Dame and will be serving with the Jesuit 
Volunteer Corp in Portland next year.

Carson Kiesewetter '11 was the recipient 
of the William A. Garrigan, S.J., Award 
for achieving the highest cumulative 
grade point average for four years of 
undergraduate work at Gonzaga 
University. Kiesewetter, as well as 
Henry Harper '10, also received the 
Wardian Leadership Award from the 
Gonzaga School of Education, which 
recognizes excellent scholastic 
achievements, disciplinary competence, 
and commitment to education through 
service and integrity of character. 
Michael Busse '12, currently a junior 
entrepreneurship major at Loyola 
Marymount University, is interning 
abroad working with the English 
Parliament in London, United Kingdom. 
Austen Whitney '14 is a freshman 
at University of Alaska Fairbanks, 

and is serving as a research assistant 
conducting research on the mobility  
of unfrozen water in frozen soil. 

CLASS NOTES

REUNIONS
Summer 2015!

Class of 1965 will celebrate their 50th 
reunion the weekend of August 28th. 
They will gather at Roaring Rapids 
Pizza Company on Friday, August 
28th at 5:30 pm, a dinner at Shadow 
Hills Country Club on Saturday, 
August 29th at 6:00 pm, and then  
Mass at St. Mary’s on Sunday, August 
30th. There is a $50/person charge 
for the dinner at Shadow Hills. Please 
contact Sherry (Roberts) George, 
sherrygeorge6113@gmail.com, for 
more details and to make reservations 
by August 1, 2015. 
Class of 1995 will be gathering at 
Armitage Park on Saturday, July 18th 
for a BBQ and family fun. For more 
details, please contact Jessica Lewis 
at jlewis92@fau.edu.
Class of 2005 will reunite on 
Saturday, August 22nd at the Country 
Inn Events Center from 6:00 pm to 
10:30 pm, and on Sunday, August 
23rd at River Road Park. The cost 
for the weekend festivities is $45 per 
person. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, visit eventbrite.ca/
event/15940216617/ 

Questions? Contact Ryan Dwyer at 503-680-1086.
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Norman H. Weitzel '49 passed away on 
November 2, 2014. He is survived by 
his siblings, Marge (Weitzel) Kageler 
'43, Irene (Weitzel) Miller '52, Louise 
(Weitzel) Emswiler, and Verl Weitzel. 
He was preceded in death by his brother 
Richard Weitzel '46. 

Jim Kersey, Jr. '61 passed away on 
May 16, 2014. He is survived by his 
wife Ruthie, siblings, Jerry Kersey 
'63, Bonnie (Kersey) Boll '66, Connie 
(Kersey) Green '68, Mary (Kersey) 
O’Connor '75, Daniel Kersey '78, 
Teresa Kersey '80, David Kersey '82, and 
Kelly Kersey '83, and nephews, Justus 
Kersey '05 and Jordan Kersey '08. He 
is also survived by six children and nine 
grandchildren.

Milton Madden passed away on 
September 20, 2014. He is survived 
by his wife Shirleen, children, Denise 
Madden '78 and Scott Madden '82, and 
two grandchildren. 

Donna (Walz) Brotherton '53 passed 
away on January 2, 2015. She is 
survived by her siblings, Joe Walz '56, 
Rose (Walz) Ackerman '59, Pat (Walz) 
Sanders '59, Rita (Walz) Gilman '61, and 
David Walz '70.  

John Cettel passed away on January 3, 
2015. He is survived by his wife Jean, 
children, Stephen Cettel '05, Abby Cettel 
'08, and Kristy Lee Colarchik, and three 
grandchildren. 

Benjamin Smith passed away on January 
11, 2015. He is survived by his children, 
Trevor Smith '01, Jourdan Smith, and 
Brittany Adair. He is also survived by 
seven grandchildren and seven siblings. 

Richard Clark passed away on January 
22, 2015. He is survived by his wife 
Bernie, children, Rick Clark '68, David 
Clark '69, Kevin Clark '71, Teresa 
(Clark) Connors '74, Brian Clark 
'76, and Peter Clark '80. His youngest 
daughter, Barbara Ann, preceded 
him in death. He is also survived by 
eleven grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. 

Florence (Kokkeler) Evonuk '40 passed 
away on January 23, 2015. She is 
survived by her son and daughter-in-law, 
Jim '67 and Mary (Brennan) Evonuk 
'68, her daughter and son-in-law, Mary 
(Evonuk) Moore '73 and Scott, four 
grandchildren, including Peter Evonuk 
'92, and Sarah McCabe '95, and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Gerald “Jerry” Frey '54 passed away on 
February 2, 2015. He is survived by his 
brother and sister-in-law, Thomas Frey 
'61 and Norma Pieretti Frey. 

Nicholas Breeden '72 passed away on 
February 2, 2015. He is survived by his 
siblings, Tom Breeden '65, Christine 
(Breeden) Brown '69, Andria (Breeden) 
Schmitt, Gene Breeden, Jeff Breeden, 
Derry Breeden, and Christian Breeden. 
He is also survived by his uncle and aunt, 
John '50 and Joann (Oswald) Breeden 
'52, and cousins, Renae (Breeden) 
Joseph '71, Lorene (Breeden) Paakaula 
'73, and Donald Breeden '74. He was 
preceded in death by his brother Patrick 
Breeden and his sister Paula Breeden. 

Viola Brandt '44 passed away on 
February 3, 2015. She is survived by her 
brothers, Ted Brandt '47, Frank Brandt 
'50, George Brandt '54, and Larry  
Brandt '55. 

Robert Lee passed away on March 1, 
2015. He is survived by his wife Arlene, 
children, John Lee '77 and Carolyn (Lee) 
Kenney '79, and four grandchildren. 

David Wagner '83 passed away on April 
6, 2015. He is survived by his parents 
Louis and Katherine Wagner, siblings 
and their spouses, Christopher Wagner 
'76 and Mary Wagner, Theresa (Wagner) 
Tremaine '77 and Marty '76, Matthew 
Wagner '78, Ann (Wagner) Arp '84 and 
James '85, Donna (Wagner) Nelson, 
and Karen (Wagner) Murphy Colosetti 
and Isham. He is also survived by nieces 
and nephews, Brian Tremaine '99, Bill 
Tremaine '01, Kate Arp, Jack Arp, James 
Arp, and Erin Murphy. 

John Tillman Peterson passed away on 
April 9, 2015. He is survived by his wife 
Doreen, his children and their spouses, 
Kevin and Jobina (Pynes) Peterson '84 
and Steve and Heather Peterson, and 

grandchildren, Tosten Peterson '16, 
Hadley Peterson '18, Teagan Peterson, 
Emmett Peterson, and Quincy Peterson. 

Robert “Bob” Stevens '49 passed away 
on April 10, 2015. He is survived by four 
children and six grandchildren. 

Pauline Joseph '72 passed away on April 
14, 2015. She is survived by her brother 
Jon Joseph '71.

Mary Lee (Robertson) DeAutremont 
'65 passed away on April 23, 2015. 
She is survived by her husband Steve 
DeAutremont '65, brother Nick 
Robertson '58, brother-in-law Dan 
DeAutremont '70, children, Andrea 
DeAutremont Jackson and Kevin 
DeAutremont, and two grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her brother 
Stewart Robertson '56. 

Mary (Rowell) Hull '51 passed away on 
April 24, 2015. 

Mary Anne Gerety passed away on April 
25, 2015. She is survived by her children, 
David Gerety '72, Susan (Gerety) 
Stewart '73, Monica (Gerety) Meyer '76, 
Doreen (Gerety) Fraser '77, and Alane 
(Gerety) Fleming '79. She was preceded 
in death by her husband Nicholas “Ed” 
Gerety and son Nicholas Gerety '71. 

Nellie (Heitzman) Fields '44 passed 
away on April 29, 2015. She is survived 
by her husband Jerry, daughters Carol 
(Fields) Mullikin and Cindy (Fields) 
Green, grandson Justin Green, and 
brothers Henry and Joe Heitzman.

In memoriam

If you know of a family of an alumnus or 
friend of Marist who is in need of prayers 
due to the passing of a loved one, please 
let us help. Email: cbell@marisths.org.
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After sixteen years of working at 
Marist, Stacey Baker has been 
hired to be the principal in the 
new president/principal model, 
starting July 1, 2015. She has 
been a pivotal part of the school 
community and she is humbled 
and excited to continue her service 
in this new capacity.
Q: How did you arrive at 
Marist?
I lived my entire life in Hinsdale, 
Massachusetts, which has a 
population of 2,000. I was ready 
for a change of scenery. I came to 
Eugene with the hopes of teaching 
Latin. I was working in retail when 
I met a customer who was a Marist 
parent, and I learned that Marist 
offered Latin and had an opening. 
I applied and was hired as the 
part-time Latin teacher for the 
1999-2000 school year. 
Q: What are some of the 
biggest changes you have seen 

in your time at Marist?
I have seen Marist become more 
intentional about our Catholicity.  
Our mission and charism are at 
the forefront of each decision that 
is made. I have also seen Marist’s 
finances stabilize. Over the past 
seven years, we have worked to 
pay our staff a competitive salary, 
which has helped with retention. 
This has enabled us to provide our 
students with strong teachers and 
staff who embrace and value the 
Marist mission. I have also seen 
our tuition assistance program 
grow. When I started here, the most 
assistance a family could receive 
for tuition was a 50% reduction. 
If that policy were still in place, 
approximately 84 of our students 
would not be able to receive a 
Marist education. 
Q: What inspired you to apply 
for the position of principal?
I felt called to be a principal. The 

Stacey Baker  
answers 5 questions in 5 minutes.T

A
K

E

inspiration to apply to be the 
Marist principal comes from my 
colleagues, our students and 
their parents. Due to the timing of 
Jay’s retirement announcement, 
I had a year to discern my calling 
to the Marist principal position. I 
prayed, asked colleagues, friends 
and family to help me recognize 
if this was the right next step in 
my vocation. The responses I 
received throughout the process 
affirmed my decision to apply. 
Q: What do you appreciate 
most about this community?
The faith component at Marist 
is integral for me, professionally 
and personally. I cannot imagine 
working where I could not share 
my faith or not be able to guide 
students in their faith journey.  
Additionally, Marist has been  
an important part of my own faith 
journey. I am grateful to work with 
people who care about their job 
and share common ideals  
and beliefs.
Q: How has being the 
Encounter retreat moderator 
for the past ten years impacted 
your job and relationship with 
the students?
I am excited to continue serving 
as the moderator for the Junior 
Women's Encounter. I enjoy 
being a part of our students’ faith 
journey. It is great for students to 
see me joking around, but also 
engaging with them on a level that 
involves their spirituality. I am able 
to get a more complete picture of 
who they are and what motivates 
them, which is an important factor 
that helps me do my job well.



THE ART OF LEGACY

At the end of this school year, we were faced with the inevitable task of saying good-bye to two staff 
members who have left an incredible mark on our community: Jay Conroy, the longest serving principal 
in Marist history, and Lex (Bonzer) Schmidt '70, art teacher extraordinaire, who spent her entire 38 year 
teaching career here at Marist. While there are many ways to celebrate the end to a Marist career, one 
in particular can create a legacy that will have an impact far into the future: giving to an endowed fund.

Endowed funds, managed by the Marist Foundation, support Marist Catholic High School and our 
students through scholarships and thoughtfully established funds. A gift to the Marist Foundation, to 
commemorate and honor those who have had a lasting impact on our community, is a gift that will last 
in perpetuity.

marist Arts endowment
The Marist Arts Endowment, established in 2012, provides annual operating 
funds for all facets of the Marist Arts Programs. The fund was recently 
renamed the lex schmidt Arts endowment to honor her service as she 
retires from Marist. 

Advancing marist Tuition Assistance 
scholarship Fund
Established in 2013, this fund is part of the historic 
comprehensive Advancing marist campaign – 
launched under the leadership of Principal Jay 
Conroy – to improve campus facilities and to help 
keep Marist accessible. In addition to upgrading 
facilities, this fund is designed to provide access to 

a Marist education to: 1) qualified students who could not otherwise attend; 
2) those whose attendance will enrich the school community; and 3) to 
increase the socioeconomic diversity of the student body.

If you would like to honor the service of retiring Principal Conroy or Art Teacher Schmidt with a 
donation to either of these funds, please make checks payable to the Marist Foundation, indicate which 
fund you would like your gift to be restricted to and mail your gift to 1900 Kingsley Road, Eugene, OR 
97401. If you would like to find out more or have questions, call Suzanne Graf, 541-681-5460.

your gift to the marist Foundation allows marist to carry on the legacy  
of catholic high school education in lane county.
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 JULY
 18 1995 Class Reunion

 AUGUST
 20 Freshmen Root Beer Social
 22-23 2005 Class Reunion
 28-30 1965 Class Reunion

 SEPTEMBER
 3 Welcome Back Day
  Transfer Student Orientation Luncheon
 8 Freshmen Orientation
 9 First Day of School
 14-18 Welcome Week
 17 Mass of the Holy Spirit
 19-21 Formation Retreat
 26 All Alumni BBQ

 OCTOBER
 2 Grandparents Day
 3-4 Freshman Lock-In
 16 Homecoming Game 
 17 Homecoming Dance
 29-30 Marist Theatre Fall Play

Please save the dates and join us. For more details visit our 
website at www.marisths.org.
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Sept. 26th, 12:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Marist Catholic High School 

RSVP online at marisths.org

All Alumni 
ST. MARY’S  •  ST. FRANCIS  •  MARIST

You are invited to our 2015 


