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Jay, we need your help.  We’re going out for a vote for a $90 million bond to build a 
new middle school and a new $42 million dollar high school.”

It was my second week as a new principal at Corvallis High (April 2002) and the 
request came from school district leaders and board members. I remember my gut 
response – “How does that ever happen? I know the old building needs a remodel, but 
how can our community afford $90 million? We’ve got crowded classrooms, we need 
more teachers first, then facilities. I canrun a high school, but don't know the first thing 
about how I can help raise that kind of money!” 

Fast forward to 2012 – “Jay, we need to do some major improvements. We need a 21st 
century science wing and STEM lab; upgrades to 45 year-old classrooms, locker rooms, 
plumbing and more; a new turf field to use year-round for more than just football; and, 

most importantly, a 50% boost to our Foundation’s endowment to provide 
more tuition assistance for great kids who should be coming to a great 
school, if they just had a little help.”

Make no mistake, there are two types of Catholic high schools today, those 
that are surviving and those that are thriving. Those that are surviving are 
barely getting by, paying low wages to its workers, occupying sub-standard 
facilities, hanging on through the efforts of a few individuals who have 
been asked again and again to dig deep to pull the school through hard 
times. There are no property tax bond measures and the students’ futures are  
surely uncertain.  

Those schools that are thriving – not gaudy, not fancy, but obviously 
committed to and reflecting a strong set of values – are faith-centered, 
have high expectations for academics and development of character. They 
have a critical combination of challenging programs, top-notch staff and 
facilities that all work together to prepare students for the promise of 21st  
century opportunities.

Those that are thriving have facilities that are at a minimum both comfortable and 
well maintained. Not the latest in far-fetched designs, but a set of buildings and 
programs that send a clear message – our community believes in the best possibilities 
for its children and wants them ready to be our community’s leaders and its bright,  
promising future.

Marist staff, School Board and community have weighed in on the challenges this 
past year. They confidently affirm that ‘Marist 2014’ is in good shape; has a strong 
staff; good management; in the black in its operations; its staff are paid good wages 
(not quite as high as local districts, but good enough to hire and keep some of the very 
best); and Marist provides great opportunities to learn and pray.  But, they add, look 
at this building, and look at its condition. It’s time to get it ready for the next 20 years. 
It’s time to advance Marist.

There are no tax payer financed bond measures in the Marist improvement plan. 
Advancing Marist doesn’t happen without the generous support of alumni, parents, 
and community.  Marist and its students need your help. We pray for that help and 
thank you! We Are One. 

Jay Conroy

There are No Bond Measures for Catholic Schools
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December 10, 2013

Dear Editor,

This magazine is fabulous. I can't 
emphatically set forth enough praise 
for the quality of this publication.  
It easily compares to university 
alumni publications.

Its context of information on 
upcoming reunions, personal 
experiences of those connected with 
Marist, stories by and about the 
students, articles about the grads, 
information in the school profile 
about the enrollment and description 
of the various aspects of the school 
are very informative.

I also enjoy the information in the 
campus notes, staff bios, class  
notes, and the upcoming events. 
These pages make the magazine  
very personal.

Certainly the pictures and colorful 
layout are top notch, adding to the 
superlative caliber of this magazine.

All alums, parents of students, and 
supporters of Marist are blessed to 
have such a first rate publication. It 
makes you feel even prouder to have 
been a part of Marist.

Jim Hoffman '64

Jim Hoffman, an alum of St. Francis, 
has made a lifelong commitment to 
Catholic education and Marist. Jim 
coached soccer, served as President 
of the Marist Foundation Board, 
has been on numerous Marist 
Auction committees, and continues 
to actively support Marist. Jim and 
his wife Carla, also a former Marist 
Foundation Board member, were 
inducted into the Marist Hall of Fame 
in 2007. Their three daughters are 
Marist alumni.

Letters to the Editor 
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Your letters could elevate, inspire, or 
give a new perspective. Please send 
them to sschramm@marisths.org.



I was sitting right where you 
are a few years ago. When I 
was going through the Preview 

Day experience for my kids, I was 
overwhelmed by all of the talk about 
Advanced Placement and College 
Now credits students here could earn. 
So, here is the thing: you will hear a 
lot about that today, and it will all be 
true. What I want you to hear from 
me is this: Marist has something for 
every kid. 

My son, Alex, who graduated in 
2010 was the kid who took advantage 
of all those higher level classes. He 
left here with enough college credit 
to compensate for his first year of 
college. He also got a full scholarship 
to Oregon State University, and he’s 
on the path to a career in pharmacy, 
which is an ideal fit for him. But, 
how he was able to accomplish all 
of this is the best story — he was 
mentored, cared for and taught by a 
generous Marist staff. Kathy Yocum 
taught him to write his sophomore 
year, so each essay for every 
application and scholarship was well 
crafted. Bill Ferarri spent hours of 
his own time reviewing those essays 
with Alex. Ryan Moser encouraged 
Alexs’ love of science, which has 
been crucial to the career  
path he is on. All of his teachers 
were regularly available to help 
Alex when he needed it. His 

education was deepened by these 
personal relationships. 

My daughter, Amanda, chose 
not to go through any Advance 
Placement courses. However, she 
was fully engaged in all the elements 
the Marist community had to offer. 
She played sports, was a retreat team 
leader, and made lasting friendships. 
She often needed help on homework, 
so she would go in early and she 
would stay late to get help from her 
teachers. Even though it was tough 
for her, Mrs. Miller’s Anatomy class 
convinced her that she wanted to be 
a nurse. She was accepted into the 
University of Portland’s Nursing 
program. In college, her professors 
are continuously impressed at the 
regularity with which she gets 
help from them during their office 
hours. This past year, she decided 
to apply for the Providence Health 
Services Scholarship. This is a very 
competitive scholarship, since it 
covers nearly all of your nursing 
school tuition for the last two years. 
However, this scholarship is different 
because it’s not all based on GPA, 
it’s about service, leadership and 
character. When she was interviewing 
for this scholarship, the interviewer 
asked, “How does a nineteen year 
old have so many service hours?” 
My daughter explained that it was 
because of the service hours that 

Marist required for graduation. These 
service hours gave her more than just 
her diploma; they gave her a new 
perspective. She walked away from 
Marist with a greater sense of social 
justice and deeper desire to serve her 
community. Amanda was awarded 
this scholarship, and I assure you  
that she got it because of her time  
at Marist. We are so blessed that 
Marist gave her these experiences 
and insights. 

Both of our kids came away 
from Marist with friendships that 
will last a lifetime. Each break, 
our house is filled with wonderful, 
motivated Marist students who 
are well-equipped for their bright 
futures. Now, three and four years 
later, Marist continues to be in the 
background of our lives. 

I’d like to close with a quote 
from my son. As I was preparing 
to talk today, I asked him to tell 
me something about Marist in one 
sentence and my son, who was 
extremely academic in his entire time 
here, said, “Marist teachers leave no 
student behind; they make sure we all 
succeed in our classes.”  Even Alex, 
who was so personally driven, valued 
the fact that all students are nurtured 
here at Marist. 

So, the bottom line is that you 
will learn about the challenging 
academics, and they are very, very 
tough here. But, what is even more 
special about this place is that it will 
continue to contribute to your life, as 
it has mine, far beyond the four  
years that your kids will be in  
school here. 

Mike Boyd is coach of the Marist 
girl’s tennis team and a local business 
owner. In January, Mike spoke at the 
Marist open house, Preview Day, and 
allowed us to print an edited version 
of the speech he gave that day.

Something for Every Kid

"(Marist) will continue to contribute to your life, as it has mine, far beyond the 
four years that your kids will be in school here." – Mike Boyd
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Alex Boyd particpating in a Welcome Week 
activity his freshman year.

The Boyds, 2013: Amanda, Mike, Alex, and Mary 
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Finding 
God Again 
in the Act 
of  Service
By Jessica Kast '10

Faith has never come easy for 
me. There have been countless 
times in my life where I have 

felt incredibly far away from God 
and questioned my faith. Throughout 
these droughts, service has been the 
only thing that helps to anchor and 
remind me why it is that I believe  
in God.

There are many things about 
faith that are hard to grasp, but the 
one thing that has always resonated 
with me is the call to serve others. 
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus does 
not simply preach about service. He 
lives it. He spends time amongst the 
most disenfranchised of society: the 
lepers, prostitutes, demon-possessed 
and beggars. Jesus loved these people 
as His brothers and sisters. 

The message of service in 
the Bible doesn’t stop there. In 
Matthew we are told that when we 
serve others, we aren’t just living as 
Christ lived, we are serving Christ. 
He embodies (the) least fortunate, 
the rejected, the poor and lowly, 
the person that no one will bother 
to look in the eyes. When we see a 
beggar on the street, Jesus lives in 
him. Whenever I learn about this in 
class, hear about it in church or read 
about it in a book, the message about 
service in the Bible resonates with 
me, but it’s not what moves me to 
devote my life to serving others.

There was a time when I 
was volunteering at an overnight 
homeless shelter, and I was 
challenged to a game of Scrabble 
by a man who had been off-and-
on the streets for 20 years. He beat 
me at Scrabble five times in a row. 
Frustrated at the end of the final 
game, I started to clean up and 
signal to him that my ego couldn’t 
take losing one more game. All of 
a sudden he started laughing. As I 
caught his eye, I couldn’t help but 
laugh as well. We were both doubled 
over laughing hysterically, neither 

one of us really sure why.
To this day, that experience 

brings tears to my eyes. That is a 
snapshot of what my faith means to 
me. In that instant, I understood the 
message of service. I wasn’t called 
to fix people or solve the world’s 
problems. Instead, I was called to be 
part of a human family, where my 
brothers and sisters came from all 
walks of life, but with one thing in 
common. We are all on this journey 
of faith together. So when I got 
schooled at Scrabble, I realized that 
God really lived in that man and God 
really lived in me. Service became 
about giving people what I had 
whether it is time, money, or clothes. 
Above all, it’s crucial to strive to see 
Christ in every person.

Service has become central to 
my life because it has shown me that 
faith is not something that is taught 
or professed; it is something that 
is lived. St. Francis of Assisi said, 
“Preach the Gospel at all times and if 
necessary use words.” This reminds 
me that it is not enough to know the 
Gospel or to talk about the Gospel; I 
need to live it out. An act of service 
doesn’t have to be a grand gesture; 
rather it is seeing the face of Christ in 
every person we meet, especially if 
they are the marginalized in society.

When I serve others, I am in the 
presence of Christ. In these moments 
I give and receive all I am capable 
of. I rest in the realization that we are 
all joined together on a journey of 
faith and that Christ is alive in every 
person, and in these instances my 
faith comes easier to me. 

Jessica Kast '10 is a Senior Social 
Work and Theology major at the 
University of Portland. Her article 
was published in The Beacon, the 
University of Portland’s student 
newspaper.
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It has a certain Zen to it,” says 
Douglas McGirr '15, about 
computer programming, a 

passion that he shares with his 
brother, Michael '09. Doug started 
experimenting with the language of 
computer programming when he was 
thirteen. As he mastered each level, 
he moved onto a more advanced 
code and began examining his own 
computer’s operating system. He 
was able to teach himself a great 
deal, but when he could do no 
more on his own, while still in high 
school at Marist, he started taking 
computer science classes at the 
University of Oregon, which “taught 
me more about the logic behind 
programming,” he says. 

To hear him speak of his journey 
through the intricate languages of 
computer programming is a lot 
like listening to an author describe 
the crafting of a novel, “It requires 
patience, as there are problems that 
might take hours or days to solve. 
Sometimes, a line of code is just 
missing a semicolon at the end 
and it stops the whole thing from 
compiling. The biggest thing that 
I’ve learned by programming is that 
if something is going wrong, that 
means I’m doing something wrong.”  
Doug expanded his skills by learning 
the languages of Java and XML, 
which enable him to build more 
complex Android applications. 

His dad, local neurosurgeon, Dr. 
Stephen McGirr, has been watching 
his son’s skills develop and passion 
grow for computer science. And, 
like any proud father, he mentioned 
Doug and Michael’s proclivity 
for computer programming to his 
colleague, Dr. Marie Long. While 
most neurosurgeons may not have 
a need for an affordable way to 
build an Android application, Dr. 
Long thought Doug and Michael’s 

abilities could be put to good use 
for her non-profit, Global Nutrition 
Empowerment (GNE). 

This organization came into 
existence while Dr. Long was 
working at a teaching hospital in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. She quickly 
became aware of a “hidden hunger” 
in the diets of the local Nepali 
women. According to GNE’s website, 
“She was especially concerned 
about micronutrient deficiencies 
in women of childbearing age, 
which result in birth defects and 
other poor pregnancy outcomes. 
Dr. Long knew that supplemental 
folic acid can easily help prevent 
neural tube defects (NTD), which 
cause devastating birth defects of the 
brain and spine. Other supplemental 
micronutrients could improve the 
overall health of women and  
their children.” 

In a field laden with unknowns, 
the solution to this problem is 
relatively simple: the women need 
to eat a nutritious diet as well 
as supplement it with vitamins. 
However, many of these women are 
illiterate and live in remote villages, 
so a natural obstacle is disseminating 
this information in a way that is clear, 
concise and accurate. This is where 
Doug’s abilities overlap with Dr. 
Long’s passion for these women  
and children. 

The GNE educators currently 
use illustrated flip-books or 
PowerPoint presentations to teach 
women about the importance of good 
nutrition and vitamin supplements. 
However, as the flip-books age, the 
data and information may become 
outdated. Additionally, there is not 
much electricity to support power to 
a laptop and projector. 

Enter Doug who is building 
an Android application for the 
GNE educators, “I hope that 

this application will provide a 
standardized environment in which 
these women can become educated 
in their nutritional needs and the 
nutritional needs of their children,” 
Doug states matter-of-factly. With 
this application in the hands of the 
educators, more women will get the 
right information in a manner that is 
efficient and accessible. The effects 
of this knowledge are life-saving.

In February, Dr. Long and the 
GNE educators will be using this 
application on a tablet for the first 
time in the villages of Nepal. The 
application has taken an animated 
form of the flip-book and is complete 
with educational voice-overs, so all 
levels of education can receive this 
important message. Dr. Long says 
that she knows nothing about the 
technology behind this system, but 
she is elated about the work Doug 
and Michael have done for GNE.

From cyber-bullying to 
paparazzi-saturated online news, 
there are times when it seems as 
though our world is made more 
shallow and less compassionate 
because of the technology that 
pervades our culture. We are 
fortunate that there are people 
like Doug, Michael and Dr. Long 
reminding us of the profound good  
it can offer the world. 

Programming to Save Lives
By Beth Wirth
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Beth Wirth teaches English 
at Marist, advises the 
Associated Student Body 
and Student Council, and is 
Managing Story Editor for 
Marist Magazine. When she 
isn’t playing with her three-
year-old boy Anderson, she 
can be found in her garden, 
or reading a good book, or 
cuddling with her infant  
son Emmett.

Two brothers, one a Marist alum and the other a current student, are applying 
their skills and passion in computer programming to benefit women’s health  
in Nepal.

“
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An educator from GNE meets with local school girls to talk about the work being done in the rural villages.

Local Nepalese women hold their vitamin supplements from GNE.
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Three years ago a group of 
Marist students started an 
environmental club. As the 

popularity of the club grew, I started 
thinking that maybe we should offer 
an ecology class at Marist. We used 
to have an environmental science 
class that lost popularity and died  
a natural death, but it seemed like 
there was a renewed interest in the 
subject matter. 

Sr. Marian Johnson, an amazing 
nun and teacher, at St. Xavier 
University in Chicago taught my 
Ecology class in college. This course 
was called simply, “Ecology” and 
we did indeed learn ecology: “the 
scientific study of the relationships 
between organisms and their 
environment” - from Elements of 
Ecology.  I loved the hard science 
presented in this course; it wasn’t 
just about how to “save the whales,” 
it was a study of how all creatures 
interacted with and reacted to their 
environments. We got out in the 
field and collected data about living 
organisms in their habitats, from 
invertebrates in lakes to ground 
squirrels in burrows to birds in 
the trees. It was exhilarating and 
enlightening. If I were going to 
teach an ecology class, I wanted my 
students here at Marist to have a 
similar experience.

One small problem: I went 
to college a very long time ago. 
I was a bit rusty on ecological 
principles and was sure that things 
had changed quite a bit. After all, 
scientific knowledge and information 
changes at breakneck speed. Plus, 
when I was in college we were 
still using slide rules; needless to 
say, things have advanced. I knew 
there were better methods out there 

for studying ecology. I had to take 
some classes to get reacquainted 
with the contemporary research and 
technology surrounding ecology. 
In the summer of 2012, I took two 
graduate level ecology courses 
through the University of Arizona 
and Montana State. 

The final project of the Arizona 
course was to develop an ecological 
reconciliation project for my ecology 
class. Simultaneously, I had been 
learning about the concept of “citizen 
science,” which is the idea that 
ordinary citizens can do real science 
and collect data to contribute to a 
scientific study. I wanted my 
students to see that their 
study could contribute to 
a greater good, and that 
one did not need to be a 
scientist to engage in and 
enrich a scientific study. 
When I “Google” citizen science 
opportunities in our area, I found the 
Delta Ponds project.

I contacted Lauri Holts, the 
Natural Resources Enhancement 
Coordinator for the City of Eugene, 
Parks and Open Space Division. 
Lauri is coordinating all of the 
work at the Delta Ponds and was 
glad to have my interest. The ponds 
are being rehabilitated not just for 
wildlife, but for recreational and 
educational use – this is a true 
“reconciliation ecology” project. 
Lauri put together a meeting for us 
with Dr. Peg Boulay, the co-director 
of the University of Oregon’s 
Environmental Leadership Program. 
Lauri, Peg, and I met during the 
summer before the 2012-2013 school 
year started to discuss how my new 
ecology class could be involved at 
the ponds. 

At the Delta Ponds here in 
Eugene we have a perfect example 
of reconciliation ecology. Our Marist 
ecology class has been fortunate to be 
a part of that effort. These ponds 
were once gravel pits that 
were not very hospitable 
places for native plants, 
animals, or humans. In 2005 
the City of Eugene, in partnership 
with the Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, undertook a 
massive habitat restoration process. 
The goals of the project were to:
•	 Improve	hydraulic	connectivity	to	

the river
•	 Increase	riparian	and	floodplain	

habitat
•	 Improve	recreational	opportunities
•	 Provide	interpretive	and	

educational opportunities
•	 Involve	the	community	

Before starting the restoration 
work, the City of Eugene contacted 
the University of Oregon’s 
Environmental Studies Service 
Learning Program to study the flora 
and fauna of the neglected ponds. 
The University students developed 
a protocol to monitor fish species, 
native turtles, other amphibians, 
and plants. The plan is to 
compare the results they 
obtained in 2004, before 
the restoration, to those  
of a second study in 2012-
2013, completed after the 
restoration was done.

In the first year of Marist  
ecology, my students learned how  
to take accurate data by following  
the protocols developed by the  
U of O Environmental Leadership 
students. We chose sites at the 
Delta Ponds where turtles could 

Reconciliation Ecology
By June Miller
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On opposite page: Austen Whitney '14 and Erica Landers '14 collect macroinvertebrates (bugs) to assess the health of the Delta Ponds.

“Reconciliation Ecology – the redesign of anthropogenic habitats so that their use 
is compatible with use by a broad array of other species.” – Michael L. Rosenzweig, 
Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, University of Arizona



be seen basking in the sun and/or 
swimming. Then, we collected data 
about the turtles themselves and the 
weather conditions. The students 
learned to enter their data in Excel 
spreadsheets, graph their data, and 
construct Google Earth maps of 
the ponds showing the sites where 
their data was collected. The Marist 
students got to meet the U of O 
students and hear firsthand about the 
Environmental Leadership Program 
and its study of the ponds.

During cold, cloudy weather 
when the turtles were not out, we 
planted and transplanted trees and 
shrubs around one of the ponds to 
enhance turtle habitat. This also 
screened the pond from the nearby 
car dealerships, so humans can  
have a more natural experience  
while walking the trail around the 
pond – reconciliation!

This school year, the ecology 
class has adopted the area of the 
river adjacent to our school. We have 
been removing invasive, non-native 
blackberries and planting native trees 
including red alder and cottonwoods. 
Those cottonwoods might be a messy 

nuisance around your house, but they 
are excellent wildlife habitat along 
the river. The students have also 
learned to identify plants and birds 
along the river and at the ponds. 

Next semester, the goal for the 
ecology class is two-fold: continue 
to fight invasive blackberries and 
plant more natives along the river, 
and help Mr. Baker and the pétanque 
team engage in some reconciliation 
ecology around the Pétanque field. 
It’s pretty barren out there; we can 
make it more attractive and shady 
for players and spectators as well as 
provide habitat for the small birds, 
insects, and mammals that call our 
campus home.

The most important purpose 
for the practice of reconciliation 
ecology: Catholic social teaching 
calls us to be stewards of creation. 
Popes Francis, Benedict XVI and 
John Paul II have all implored 
Catholics to care for God’s gift of 
the earth and its resources. Pope 
Francis addressed this issue in the 
homily during his inaugural Mass: 
“The vocation of being a ‘protector’, 
however, is not just something 

involving us Christians alone; it 
also has a prior dimension which is 
simply human, involving everyone. 
It means protecting all creation, the 
beauty of the created world, as the 
Book of Genesis tells us and as Saint 
Francis of Assisi showed us. It means 
respecting each of God’s creatures 
and respecting the environment in 
which we live.” 

Source for Elements of Ecology: Smith, 
Thomas M., and Robert L. Smith. 
Elements of Ecology. 8th ed. Boston, 
MA: Benjamin Cummings, 2012. Print.
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June Miller has been 
associated with Marist 
Catholic High School 
since 1996 as a teacher 
and parent. She currently 
teaches Ecology, Anatomy 
& Physiology, and Applied 
Physical Science. Her two 
daughters graduated from 
Marist: Lesley '02 and 
Carolyn '07. In her spare  
time June likes to run, hike,  
spend time with her family,  
and continue her own  
science education. 

Caleb Mulhern '14 plants a red alder to enhance wildlife 
habitat on the bank of the Willamette River next to Marist.

A group of ecology students remove invasive blackberries along the Willamette River.

A cormorant and a bale of turtles bask in the sun on a log in the Delta Ponds.
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Great Egret

June Miller helps ecology students sort macroinvertebrates from the Delta Ponds.

Will Franklin '14 spreads wood chips around a newly-planted 
tree to retain moisture and keep down weeds.

Canada Geese

Great Blue Heron
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Inspirational Generosity
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John and Joann Breeden are 
humble and unassuming 
with a passion for tangibly 

expressing their gratitude for the 
value of Catholic education and 
what it has done for them, their 
children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren.  

They both went to St. Mary’s 
grade school in Eugene and attended 
St. Mary’s and St. Francis high 
schools (now Marist). John '50 
was involved in basketball and 
football, and Joann Oswald '52 was 
a cheerleader throughout most of her 
high school years. They began dating 
during John’s senior year and were 
married after Joann graduated. During 
the next 5 years they had 3 children. 
Strong in their faith and aware of the 
value of Catholic education, John 
and Joann wanted their children to 
benefit, as they had, from a Catholic 
education. Their children attended 
Catholic grade schools and Marist 
High School; Renae '71, Lorene '73, 
and Donald '74.

Their Catholic faith and 
education were instrumental in 
their successes and extremely 
important in guiding them through 
life’s many tests. John’s building 
company Breeden Bros., with his 
brother Jim, was the leading home 
building business in the Eugene area, 
surviving several severe economic 
recessions. Joann was involved with 
setting up the Family Program at 

Serenity Lane and became shared 
director of the program. She has 
written two books, Chemical Family 
and Love, Hope, and Recovery,  
to assist others on their journey  
of recovery.

More than 50 years after 
graduating from high school, John 
and Joann were invited to the old 
building (no longer the Catholic high 
school but now O’Hara Catholic 
School) for lunch and a personal tour 
as a thank you for their generous and 
unexpected response to an Annual 
Appeal. They had not been at the 
school since they graduated but it was 
evident – and even a little amusing 
– that nothing had changed in all 
those years. They noticed the original 
tile floors, dark wood paneling, dim 
lights, and old paint; it was like a 
walk back in time. They quietly and 
graciously thanked the principal for 
their afternoon visit and returned 
home. Within a month of their visit, 
the school received a generous gift to 
cover the expenses for several major 
school improvements.

John and Joann Breeden 
continue to support Catholic schools 
and be active in the community and 
their Catholic church. Compelled to 
make Catholic education possible 
for others and realizing the financial 
challenge, they stepped forward 
to meet the need by establishing 
The John & Joann Breeden Family 
Scholarship with the Marist 

Foundation. Each year, Marist is one 
of the many beneficiaries of John 
and Joann’s inspiring generosity.  
“We really think a lot of the Marist 
education, and we think that our 
children’s experience at Marist 
positively shaped their character,” 
says John with a warm smile.

The John & Joann Breeden 
Family Scholarship helps make a 
Marist education possible for students 
who otherwise might not be able to 
attend. In setting it up, they were 
particularly passionate about  
the criteria: 
•	 Financial	need
•	 Catholic	and	active	in	his/her	faith
•	 Active	in	one	or	more	sports
•	 Good	work	ethic,	self-discipline,	

and common sense
•	 Available	to	all	grades	(Freshmen	

- Seniors) and renewable each year 
if the student continues to meet the 
criteria.

By establishing this scholarship, 
John and Joann Breeden have left 
a legacy that is a testament to their 
involvement, faith and values. 

For information about endowed 
scholarships, contact Suzanne Graf, 
Development Director, 541-681-5460, 
sgraf@marisths.org.
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Marist for Life (MFL) was 
named High School Group 
of the Month for September 

by one of the nation’s most active and 
largest youth pro-life organizations, 
Students for Life of America. The 
award was given for being active, 
passionate, and fearless in their 
defense of life and their support of 
women in their community. “Marist 
for Life students are raising the bar 
for high school pro-life groups. Way 
to go!” said Rebekah Barnes, Students 
for Life of America Northwest 
Regional Coordinator, commenting  
on the impact MFL has had.

MFL members recently attended 
and participated in the Oregon Right 
to Life Rally in Portland. Tate Rupp 
'15, Marist for Life student president, 
was invited to speak. “The first 
thought that comes to mind is wow, 
what an honor, a privilege, and a 
blessing to have been asked to speak 
at the rally.  I was so happy to share 
all the great things MFL does for 
our community and it was just such 
a gift from God that I was able to 
share, for just a moment, a glimpse 
into our lives at MFL,” said an 
enthusiastic Tate. Speakers included 
Archbishop Alexander Sample of 
the Archdiocese of Portland; Janet 
Porter, president and founder of 
Ohio-based Faith2Action, the nation’s 

largest network of pro-family group; 
Rebekah Barnes from Students for 
Life in Oregon, and other student 
leaders in addition to Tate.

People came from all over 
Oregon to support and participate in 
the annual pro-life memorial rally that 
commemorated the 41st anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade and the legalization 
of abortion in the United States. The 
rally, coordinated by Oregon Right 
to Life, took place in the center of 
Portland, and included prayer, music, 
speeches, and a March for Life 
through downtown. 

Tate said, “This was my second 
rally for life, and every year it gets 
better, bigger, and more inspiring. 
Being up in front of thousands of 
people was exhilarating and nerve-
racking all at the same time. I truly 
wish more people could see how 
awesome and powerful this rally is 
and how impactful it was on me and 
many more.”

“After I gave my speech, a 
massive mob of people crowded the 
streets of downtown Portland [for the 
March for Life] as we marched with 
a sign showing that we were here to 
defend the rights of all humans, in the 
womb and out. It was truly a powerful 
experience, and something I will 
never forget,” concluded Tate. 
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Faith In 
Action

Tate Rupp speaking at the annual pro-life memorial rally in Portland, Oregon.
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Tate Rupp’s proud grandmother, Janie Polen, was among those who attended the rally.

Tate’s Speech:
Marist for Life (MFL) is 

committed to three things: prayer, 
outreach, and education. MFL has a 
strong prayerful presence outside our 
local abortion clinic where a group of 
students go and pray twice a month. 
We also have Mass monthly in our 
school chapel in honor of the unborn, 
for clearly the pro-life movement is 
a spiritual battle. MFL also educates 
our student body on pro-life issues. 
Each spring we give an 80-minute 
presentation on the respect of life, 
not just from a religious standpoint, 
but also from a scientific view. 
Marist has a strong loving presence 
in the Eugene and Springfield area 
through our bus ads that show a 
loving message to help women 
choose life. This September, because 
of our hard work and dedication, 
we have been nationally recognized 
for our commitment to the unborn 
by being named Students for Life 
Club of the Month. MFL also has an 
annual diaper drive, and this year we 
reached a record number of diapers 
collected for our crisis pregnancy 
center, thanks to the students and staff 
at Marist.  MFL is truly a special club 
and we pride ourselves on promoting 
the pro-life message, in such a pro-
death society. MFL solemnly commits 
to defending the Truth and protecting 
all human life from conception until  
natural death.

On behalf of all 20 active 
members of our club: thank you for 
supporting us in our ministry and  
God bless.
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Marist Grads Fostering Faith in Education
Photo Essay and Design by Photo Editor Toni Cooper

In January, Marist joined with over 6,600 other Catholic schools across 
the United States in celebration of the 40th Annual National Catholic 
Schools Week to honor the contributions Catholic education makes to 
our Church and the nation. Marist grads are doing their part in shaping 
Catholic education here in our own community. These committed and 
inspiring men and women are preparing students to be academically 
and morally strong and socially aware at O'Hara Catholic School and  
St. Paul Parish School.

O'Hara primary grade Spanish 
teacher, Joanna May '04 

visits with her students while 
waiting for Mass to begin.

Laurie Campbell '10, a 
University of Oregon student 

who volunteers in a pre-k class 
at O'Hara, returns to Marist 

with the O'Hara kids for Mass.

Substitute 
teaching for 

the day, former 
O'Hara teacher 

Meredith 
(Jones) White 

'97, with a 
student. 

St. Paul staff members and Marist grads, 
kindergarten teacher Kristin (Stacy) 

Mikilas '01 and reading specialist Caitlin 
(Delegato) Breitenstein '06 wait for the 

All Catholic Schools Mass to begin. 

St. Alice Pastor, Fr. David Jaspers '95, distributes Communion at 
the All Catholic Schools Mass. Fr. Jaspers is involved with the 

students at O'Hara as one of the many classroom priests.

Cissy (Holvey) Kast '80, a St. Paul 
instructional assistant for the lower grades, 

gathers with students in the St. Paul gym. 



* Missing from these photos is O'Hara Fundraising/Events 
Coordinator Danielle (Smith) Houser '06.

St. Paul P.E. 
teacher Josh 
Harbert '01 
gathers his 
students in the 
gym hallway 
for a photo 
before Mass 
begins.

St. Paul third grade 
teacher and Vice 
Principal, Kelly 
(Howard) Hughes 
'80, waits with her 
class for their rides 
after the All Catholic 
Schools Mass.

* Missing from these photos is O'Hara Fundraising/Events 
Coordinator Danielle (Smith) Hauser '06.
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By Suzanne Graf

For	nearly	 a	 century,	Catholic	high	 school	 education	has	played	a	 significant	
role in our community. In true partnership, staff, administration, and parents 
have	 helped	 develop	 thousands	 of	 well-rounded,	 faith-filled,	 service-minded	
young men and women. Marist graduates are our future leaders, citizens  
and families.

Over the years, many aspects of Marist Catholic High School have changed: The 
Marist Brothers, the Sisters of the Holy Names, and other religious gave way to 
lay	teachers	and	leadership	with	fluctuations	in	enrollment.	Physically,	however,	
very little has changed on a campus that was built 45 years ago. The newest 
buildings are the Robert A. Furrer Activity Center and the Bob Devereaux 
Theatre, both funded and built by groups of enthusiastic and generous parents 
and supporters in the past 10-20 years.

FaCiliTiES REViEw and NEEdS aSSESSmENT 

After a thorough facilities review and internal strategic planning in early 
2012, Marist developed a master plan to address future facilities, endowment 
and program needs. Late that same year, we invited the Marist community to 
share their feedback on proposed plans to address those needs. What we heard 
loud	and	clear	 in	 this	 feasibility	study	was	affirmation	 that	 the	campus	needs	
updating	 to	address	 issues	of	efficiency	 to	keep	up	with	21st century teaching 
and learning. There was also overwhelming support for growing the Marist 
Foundation’s Endowment to provide more tuition assistance funds and keep  
Marist accessible.
The outcome of that study helped the School and Foundation Boards and 
administration narrow down the projects that would become part of the 
Advancing Marist capital campaign. The goal of the campaign is not to simply 
construct buildings, but to allow students to meet or exceed their potential by 
helping them develop in mind, body and soul. 

Addition of Science Wing
New science and technology classrooms will help us provide an optimal learning 
environment for the minds of our students in an area of study where colleges and 
businesses demand higher standards.

Installation of Artificial Turf and Improved Fitness Facilities
Athletics,	health	and	fitness	facilities	 improve	the	body	and	help	our	students	
develop a healthy lifestyle.

Repair and Renovate Facilities
The	reconfigured	cafeteria	and	an	expanded	Campus	Ministry	space	will	foster	
a stronger community and better serve our students while improved student 
resources, easier access to counseling, and a more diverse student body will 
touch their souls. 

Endowment Growth
Increased resources will allow us to meet the growing need for tuition 
assistance and help us carry out the Marist mission to be a Christ-centered,  
welcoming community.

Currently, there are 5 science teachers but 
only 4 science classrooms. The new wing will 
include adequate storage, prep rooms and 
learning and lab space with water, electrical 
and data sources.

OUR PlaN

1. Expand the number of 
classrooms. Add classrooms 
appropriately equipped for 
teaching science and technology. 
Replace small classrooms that no 
longer function optimally.

2. Expand the functionality of 
existing facilities. Accommodate 
the large number of students 
participating in athletics and 
activities: 
• Improve locker rooms and 

create a multi-use artificial  
turf field. 

• Add couselors offices and 
upgrade the old library. 

• Update the cafeteria.  
• Reconfigure the main office. 

3. Improve the efficiency and safety 
of the Marist campus with repairs 
and upgrades to plumbing, HVAC 
and parking lots. 

4. Increase tuition assistance 
resources to ensure Marist 
remains accessible.
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OUR CamPaiGN

Following the feasibility study, Marist launched a capital campaign to address 
the long and short-term needs of the facilities, programs and students. The 
renovations, repairs and expansions will help bring the facilities up to par with 
the caliber of education that Marist students receive.

A Phased Approach
The	financial	goal	for	the	entire	campaign	is	nearly	$8.6M	and	the	projects	have	
been	 prioritized	 into	 3	 phases	 so	 that	we	 can	 begin	 construction	 as	 financial	
goals are reached.

Priority Project a: 
$6,108,422

•	 Add	science	wing
•	 Renovate	old	library	

to a resource center 
with four counselor 
offices 

•	 Install	artificial	turf	
field for football, 
soccer, lacrosse, and 
PE classes

•	 Update	front	exterior	
of the school

• Partial HVAC upgrade
•	 Incremental	

endowment increase

Priority Project B: 
$1,258,861

•	 Cafeteria	renovation
•	 Improve	plumbing
• Partial HVAC upgrade
•	 Remodel	existing	

science classrooms
•	 Relocate	music	

room/classrooms
•	 Improve	weight/

conditioning room
•	 Convert	Room	118	

into two classrooms
•	 Incremental	

endowment increase

Priority Project C: 
$1,204,628

•	 Resurface	drive	and	
parking lot

•	 Improve	technology	
infrastructure

•	 Increase	size	of	girls	
and boys locker 
rooms for team 
sports and gym 
classes

•	 Update	main	office
•	 Incremental	

endowment increase

Chaney Hart '15

“I am supporting the Marist capital 
campaign because it’s time to update and 
upgrade the physical plant at Marist. The 
faculty and students are top-notch and 
we need to provide them with a facility 
and the tools that allow them to reach for 
excellence in the classrooms and in their 
extracurricular activities. Our community 
needs Marist. Now is the time to invest 
in the school to assure it provides the 
education we want for Marist students in 
the future.” 

- Jon Anderson 
Campaign Co-Chair
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OUR lEadERSHiP and FEEdBaCK

Capital Campaign Leadership
In the spring of 2013, we assembled a campaign leadership team to help us with 
our early fundraising efforts. Their dedication and commitment to Marist and the 
campaign is inspiring.
Co-Chairs: 
Jon Anderson (current parent, Foundation Board member)
Diza Hoglen Hilles ('81 alum, alumni parent, School Board member)
Rex Hughes (alumni parent and current parent)
Committee Members: 
Eileen Bartko (current parent)
Chris Cardani (alumni parent, current parent, School Board President)
Chris Duyck ('74 alum, alumni parent, Foundation Board member)
Jerry Harper (alumni parent, Foundation Board President)
Clay Skurdal (alumni parent, School Board member) 

Campaign Response
Since we started the initial phase of the fundraising last May, we have been 
meeting with alumni; past, current and future parents; grandparents; past and 
present Board members; friends of Marist and members of the greater community 
and the response has been encouraging.
Good Value:   
The community supports the need and scope of the campaign. 
Thoughtful Planning:  
The community recognizes that careful thought has gone into the planning and 
that the projects address the school’s most critical needs and have the most effect 
on the entire student body. 
Balanced Approach:  
The comunity sees balance with each phase addressing academics, athletics, 
student services, and tuition assistance. 
Wide-Spread Support: 
People who have never given to Marist before are stepping forward with multi-
year commitments. Alumni spanning our entire high school history – St. Mary, 
St. Francis and Marist – are supporting the campaign.

“I am involved in and financially support 
these improvements because I want to 
give back to the Marist community. The 
dedicated teachers and administrators 
who support Marist students are 
instrumental in making a secondary 
education possible for so many students. 
My daughter greatly benefited from 
attending Marist and is in her second 
year at Belmont University in Nashville, 
TN. I have no doubt that Marist prepared 
her for college.

This campaign will be a victory for 
everyone involved, and represents the 
type of development we can see when 
everyone works together for the greater 
good. I look forward to this project’s 
completion, and the day when Marist 
can declare that its facilities match the 
caliber of education that our students 
receive. We need your help.”

- Rex Hughes 
Campaign Co-Chair

“I feel grateful and blessed for the impact 
that Marist has had on myself and my 
whole family. That is what is compelling 
me to want to give to and be part of this 
campaign to advance Marist.”

- Diza Hoglen Hilles '81 
Campaign Co-Chair

Natalie Hakala '16, Maddie O'Bannon '16 and Kyan Louie '16 Chase Jacob '15 and Tamara Benedict '15
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We need your help! 
Timing is everything and its Marist’s time to move forward. Enrollment 
continues to grow steadily; the school has solid leadership, one of the strongest 
teaching staffs in Oregon high schools, committed and caring support staff, and 
is operating on sound financial ground; the relationship between the Marist 
School and Foundation Boards is strong; and community support for Advancing 
Marist is very positive. 
Never in our 45-year history has the school undertaken a project of this 
magnitude. And never has it been so needed. What an opportunity we have to 
recommit ourselves to the legacy of Catholic high school education!
We will invite everyone to participate in this exciting milestone in the coming 
weeks and months. We’ll keep the community updated on our progress to meeting 
these vital needs, including design and construction updates as funding targets  
are achieved. 

For more information about  
the Advancing Marist campaign,  
visit advancingmarist.org or  
contact Suzanne Graf,  
Development Director  
541-681-5460, sgraf@marisths.org.

Garrett Brous '14 and Liam Henshaw '14

Carley Beck '15
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Soul:
Priests 
Serving
Marist
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Marist’s commitment to developing students mind, body and soul can  
be witnessed in classrooms, on courts and fields, and through the 
work of priests who offer spiritual guidance and growth. On any given 

day, you can see a priest walking on campus, visiting a classroom, meeting with 
students, or celebrating Mass. The work of the priests plays an integral role in 
the Marist Catholic School education. 

Fr. Dave Cullings has been serving Marist for 20 years and, even though he retired last spring, he 
keeps coming back.

Fr. Daniel Rolland, from St. Thomas More Newman Center at the U of O, chats with  
Abbie Almond '15.
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Fr. Jacek Buda, from St. Thomas More 
Newman Center at the University of Oregon,  
and Fr. John Marshall, from St. Mark’s and 
St. Peter’s, hang out after Mass to talk with 
students and staff.
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Fr. Francis Goode, from St. Thomas More Newman Center at the U of O, 
prepares for Holy Communion for Marist students during a retreat at  
St. Benedict’s Lodge on the McKenzie River.

Fr. David Jaspers, from St. Alice, blesses Stella Pollard, an O’Hara  
1st grade student, during All Catholic Schools Mass in the Marist gym.

Catholic Schools Week 2014: priests and deacons preparing to celebrate Mass at Marist with students, staff, parents, and friends from all three 
Catholic schools in the Eugene/Springfield area; Marist, O’Hara, and St. Paul Parish School. 
From the left: Deacon David Sorensen from St. Peter’s, Fr. Dave Cullings, Deacon Bert Scalise from St. Helen (Junction City), Fr. Chrispine Otieno 
from St. Mary’s, Fr. David Brown from St. Paul Parish, Fr. Ron Nelson from St. Mary’s, and Fr. John Marshall from St. Mark’s and St. Peter’s. 
Participating in the Mass celebration but not shown in this picture were: Fr. David Jaspers from St. Alice (Springfield) and Fr. Daniel Rolland  
from St. Thomas More Newman Center at the U of O.
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Fall and Winter Plays
Theatre director, Tony Rust’s Romeo 

and Juliet	 took	 its	final	bow	on	Nov.	9th	
after a two-week run of this famous classic 
tragedy, complete with period costumes 
and a modern Elizabethan set. 

Juniors Wille Johnson and Katelynn 
Williams played the iconic leads Romeo 
and Juliet and were supported by Angelina 
Rivas as Benvolio, Molly McCabe as Ju-
liet’s nurse, John Kerns as Tybalt, Jeff 
Carr as the friar, Zac Oldham as Mercutio 
and alum Jack Lemhouse '13 as the prince. 

This January, Marist Theatre present-
ed the comedic production of Neil Simon’s 
The Odd Couple featuring a unique dual 
cast of male and female students playing 

two	 comically	 conflicting	 roommates.	
The female cast, led by seniors Olivia 
Deschaine and Maddie Thompson per-
formed two out of the four shows, while 
the male cast, led by seniors Jeff Carr and 
Zac Oldham performed the other two. 

Juniors Wille Johnson (Romeo) and Katelynn 
Williams (Juliet) meet in the opening scene of 
Romeo and Juliet.

Seniors Olivia Deschaine (Olive) and Maddie 
Thompson (Felicia) play the main roles in the female 
version of Neil Simon's The Odd Couple.
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Fall sports are long over but some 
performances are worthy of highlighting. 
In early November, the boys and girls 
cross country teams both earned a trip to 
the State Meet with a 1st and 2nd	place	fin-
ish respectively at the Midwestern District 
Meet. At the State Meet in Eugene, J.P. 
Kiefer	 was	 the	 top	 Marist	 finisher	 (7th)	
and led the boys to a 5th	finish	while	 the	
girls placed 12th. 

The boys soccer team was the Mid-
western	 League	 Champions	 and	 finished	
their season with a loss in the State Quar-
terfinals.	 The	 girls	 soccer	 team	 finished	
their season in a State Play-In game and a 
8-5-2 record.

Football ended their season with a 5-4 
record	with	four	of	their	five	losses	com-
ing from top ranked 5A teams. Volleyball 
finished	its	season	one	spot	too	low	for	any	
post-season play. Water Polo completed 
their season with a record of 4-8 and a trip 
to the State Finals in Beaverton. 

Currently, winter sports are winding 
down their seasons: The girls swim team 
finished	2nd	at	Districts,	the	boys	team	fin-
ished 3rd and ten Marist swimmers will 
compete at the State Meet in late February. 
The girls basketball team is ranked 7th in 
the state and the boys are ranked 18th.

Fall and Winter Sports 
Junior Angela Sampson swims the backstroke at the 
Midwestern District Meet in mid-February. 

The boys and girls cross country teams gather in 
November at the State Meet in Eugene after placing 
5th and 12th respectively.

Marist senior Nick Lynch dribbles the ball through 
the defenders in a late October game at home.
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In January, Principal Jay Conroy 
and Assistant Principal Stacey Baker 
met with a delegation of students, staff, 
and inter-cultural liaisons from The High 
School	Affiliated	to	the	Beijing	Institute	
of	Education	to	officially	renew	the	sister	
school relationship. 

Before the signing ceremony, the 
Chinese visitors spent the day touring 
Marist, visiting classrooms, and attend-
ing the All Catholic Schools Mass.

Later in the day – just as he did four 
years ago while visiting the Chinese school 
– Conroy sat down with Jin Peijing, a top 
administrator	 at	The	High	 School	Affili-
ated to the Beijing Institute of Education 
to	sign	the	official	documents. 

After the school day ended, 

Marist band members presented the  
visiting delegation with a musical selec-
tion, and in return the Chinese students 
presented various talents of their own.

Chinese Sister School Status Renewed
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Administrator 
Jin Peijing of 
The High School 
Affiliated	to	
Beijing Institute 
of Education, 
Principal Jay 
Conroy and  
Assistant  
Principal Stacey 
Baker exchange 
gifts before 
the signing 
ceremony.

Chinese students from Marist’s sister school in 
Beijing arrive on the Marist campus.

Welcome Don Behrens
In January Marist wel-
comed a new addition, 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Don Behrens. Before 
coming to Marist, Beh-
rens had been working 
at a senior citizen home. 
“After working with se-
nior citizens so much, 

it’s nice to be around young people, and it’s 
really refreshing and makes me want to stay 
young,” said Behrens.

Mr. Spartan Team Assembled for Another Year of Saving Babies
Marist senior boys and ju-

nior and senior girls have joined 
forces once more, to raise money 
for Children’s Miracle Network 
in the annual Mr. Spartan Con-
test. Since 1995, this pageant has 
been both a chance for boys to 
show their talents and an oppor-
tunity to raise money that will 
eventually go to Sacred Heart’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. 
The 2014 Mr. Spartan will be 
crowned at the Mr. Spartan Pag-
eant on April 12 at 7:30 p.m.

2014 Mr. SPArTAn TeAM

Back Row: Spencer David, 
Garrett Stollar, Gavin Doremus, 
Tanner Lloyd, Anthony Finn, 
Ben Schepergerdes, Cam Jack, 
Sean Dorsey, Darren Nelson,  
and Kashi Hall. 

Middle Row: Hannah Hughes, 
Maegan Anderson, Jessica  
Swan, Karlin Andersen,  
Natalie Weymouth, and  
Macaela Crawley. 

Front Row: Katelyn Grafton, 
Lexi Cross, Brittany Dodds, 
Madison Penn, Stephanie 
Coulombe, and Katie Barker. Ph
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Christmas Angel Project 
Gives to Community

Senior Dani Reed and junior Nick Mack help load 
the collected 'Angel' gifts into the volunteers’ cars.

Four days before Christmas, roughly 
eight carloads and one van full of gifts, 
toys, clothing, and toiletries were gathered 
by students for the Christmas Angel Pro-
gram – the gift drive that collects presents 
and supplies for needy families recom-
mended by Catholic Community Services. 
These handpicked gifts were delivered to 
the families by Christmas Day.

CAMPUS NOTES
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CLASS NOTES

2000s
Tim Crawley '01 is running for U.S. 
Senate. Tim has been internationally 
recognized for his skills in negotiation 
and mediation, both in Germany and 
Canada. Since his return to Oregon, Tim 
volunteers in environmental restoration 
efforts and pro bono legal services in 
Portland, has tenured with Oregon’s 
Fred Meyer and an Oregon U.S. District 
Court judge, and currently works with 
a boutique personal injury, civil rights, 
and small business law firm. He lives in 
Portland with his wife, Ashley, to whom 
he was married on October 19, 2013.
Alex Macke '03 married Bridgette Shank 
on May 11, 2013, in Scottsdale, AZ. 
They are making their home in Gresham, 
Oregon where Alex is a 7th grade math 
teacher and Bridgette is a grade school 
English teacher.

Angela Saraceno '07 recently accepted a 
position with Relief Nursery to serve as 
the Director of Events. After graduating 
from Marist, she attended Oregon State 
University and returned to Marist as the 
Director of Events.
Patrick Millegan '08 attended the 
University of Oregon where he won an 
internship at about.me and co-founded 
WallShops, a website that allows you 
to experience the mall online. Shortly 
after graduating with a Bachelors in 
Communication Studies, he was offered 
a position with Disney Interactive as a 
Product Manager.

Artwork created by Keanu Davis '13 was published in Mighty Oregon, a two page 
spread that comes out 3-4 times during the football season. The original was 3' x 4'. 

Nick MacKinnon '10 was selected 
to be a pilot in the United States Air 
Force. He will likely be stationed 
in Texas, Oklahoma, or Mississippi 
for two years of training. He will be 
commissioned as a military officer upon 
the completion of undergraduate degrees 
in Mechanical Engineering and Business 
Administration at the University of 
Portland next spring.

Jacob Cornwell '12 is writing short 
stories and short novels and publishing 
them to his blog:  
The Greatest Show on Earth at  
http://thegreatestshowjakec.blogspot.com/. 
Jacob loves what he is doing and hopes 
that his stories touch each and every one 
of his readers. 
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Theodore “Ted” Norman died on 
October 16, 2013. His competiveness 
and love for sports continues to serve 
thousands at the Willamette Valley 
Baseball Complex, a project he was 
instrumental in building, where youth 
are able to play baseball and soccer at 
no charge. He is survived by his wife 
Kathy, sons Tyler '03 and Joshua '07, 
daughter Misi, and three grandchildren. 
Alma Goeckel, beloved grandmother 
of alumni Eric '05 and Lisa '08, passed 
peacefully on October 19, 2013. She 
is survived by her husband Walter, 
sons Hanspeter (Judy) and Werner 
(Betty), four grandchildren, one great-
granddaughter, three step-brothers, and 
two step-sisters.
Ernie L. Gent '54 passed away on 
November 2, 2013. Ernie attended 
St. Francis where he was involved in 
many activities including basketball, 
newspaper, Glee Club, and was senior 
class president. During his senior year, 
he began working at Eugene Fruit 
Growers (AgriPac) where he worked 
for 36 years. He is survived by his  
wife Kate, six children, 15 grand-
children, brother Frederick '49, and 
sisters Margaret '58 and Lucille '64.
Maxine Banks passed on November 
2, 2013. Throughout her career she 
owned and operated many businesses 
with her husband, James. She was 
the owner of Tie-up Café on Hwy 99 
where she was able to bake her famous 
breads and pies. She is survived by her 
husband of 55 years, daughter Patty 
Banks-Thompson, son Fred '83 (Jill), 
six grandchildren: Michael, Brandon, 
Nichole, James, Justin '14, and Jaren, 
a stepson Randy, and three sisters.  
Janet E. Hedrick '66 died on 
December 22, 2013. She graduated 
from St. Francis where she was the 
first	female	student	body	president.	
Throughout her life, she was a person 
of service, family and friendship. 
She was described by a friend as 
“an outstanding friend who humbly 

In memoriam

served others without seeking credit.” 
She is survived by her husband of 
44 years Tom, son Jeffrey Thomas, 
sisters Anita '59 and Marian '74, and 
brothers Alan '64 and Don '71.
Ruth Orton passed away peacefully 
on December 29, 2013. She loved 
her work as a nurse and spent over 50 
years working in hospitals, doctor’s 
offices	and	nursing	care	facilities.	
Ruth was predeceased by her husband 
Leonard. She is survived by her sister 
Melba,  three children, including 
Doug (Liz), who served as principal  
at Marist, seven grandchildren, and  
13 great-grandchildren. 
On January 15, 2014, Kenneth F. Nehl 
died. He graduated from Eugene High 
School and attended the University 
of Portland and the University of 
Oregon before serving in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. He was 
preceded in death by his wife Mary, 
and is survived by sons Raymond 
'66 (Debbie) and Robert '69 (Terry), 
grandsons Garrett '96 and Parker '98, 
and granddaughter Ashley '00.
On Feburary 3, 2014, James 
McAlexander (Jimmy Mac) '57 
passed away. He will be missed dearly 
by his friends and family. 
Peggy Lee Pettitt Kiefer passed 
away on February 10, 2014. She 
attended Duke University and the 
Pan American School in Richmond, 
VA. From there, Peggy worked as 
an aide to Congressman Harold 
Cooley, and was later secretary to 
the	commanding	officer	of	Oceana	
Naval Air Station in Virginia. She 
also served as secretary to the staff 
judge advocate at Fort Story, VA. She 
is survived by her husband John, son 
John II (Corinne), daughter Elizabeth 
(Mike), grandchildren JP '14, Jacob 
'15, Justin, James, Caroline Jane, 
Mason, and Sarah, her sister Evelyn, 
and many nieces and nephews.

CLASS REUNIONS

Class of 1964 will be celebrating 
their 50th reunion the weekend of 
August 15th. Contact Jim Hoffman at 
jhoffnd@aol.com for more details. 
Class of 1974 is reuniting the 
weekend of August 8-10th. Contact 
Teri Connor at terithread@gmail.com 
for more details. 
Class of 1994 will celebrate their 
20th class reunion July 18-20th.  
Contact Joel Durbin at  
joel.durbin@adidas.com.  
Class of 2004 will reunite this 
summer. Contact Devin Driscoll at  
devin.driscoll@gmail.com to be added 
to the 2004 Facebook page.

For questions, please contact Ryan 
Dwyer at 503-680-1086.

Join us for our 2014 

Alumni 

July 20th
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Ta ke Tony Huck has been with the Marist Community 
for over thirty years. Today he can be found in the 

ARC managing students, books and technology. This 
will be his last year at Marist, and he will be missed, 

but we are so excited for his future adventures.

Q What made you want to become a 
Marist brother? 
I attended the local public schools 
through elementary and middle school 
in Massachusetts. Then, at my parent’s 
suggestion, I attended Central Catholic 
High School in the next town over. 
I became fascinated with the Marist 
Brothers; they just seemed so cool to me. 
They were kind, great teachers, and they 
were always there after school. I loved 
being around them. When I got into the 
Brothers and went back to visit them, I 
remember walking into their living room 
and I loved being welcomed there as a 
peer. Regardless of whether I was going 
to be entering the brotherhood, I knew I 
wanted to be a teacher, so it just seemed 
like a perfect fit. 

What brought you to Marist? 
After having taught biology for ten years at 
Marist Chicago, it was time for me to move 
to another assignment, so the Provincial, 
my boss, told me about an opening out 
in Oregon. I had always wanted to 
come out West. When I came 
for a visit, the Brothers took 
me all around the state. I was 
blown away by the beauty of 
this place. I was granted my 
request to come to Marist to 
teach biology and math.  
I would be in that post 
for ten years. Then 
I took a one year 
sabbatical and 
returned, but this 
time to teach as  
a lay person.  

What is one of the highlights in your time 
as a Marist Brother?
I loved much of my time as a Brother. I built 
great friendships and enjoyed the wonderful 
community. During my sabbatical in 1990, 
I spent six months in Rome, learning and 
serving alongside other Marist Brothers. I 
was able to attend a private Mass with Pope 
John Paul II. He shook my hand – he had an 
incredibly strong handshake – looked me 
right in the eyes with his piercing blue eyes as 
he handed me a Rosary. It was amazing.

How are you feeling about your 
retirement? 
I am feeling really good about it. It’s time 
for a new chapter. I can look back on my 
life at the various chapters: my childhood, 
young adulthood, my time as a Brother, 
teacher, and now it’s time for this next 
season. I am hoping to do a “Jon Nuxoll-
style-trip” (on the train) out to Chicago. I 
think it will be a great start to retirement.Q

Q

Q
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This is your opportunity to be a part 

of the fun and help make a difference 

for our students. 

Join us for Marist's largest community 

event and fundraiser!

TiCKETS: 541.681.5478 

marist Catholic High School        1900 Kingsley Road, Eugene, OR 97401        541-681-5470
development@marisths.org        auction.marisths.org        Tax ID: 93-1189917

Beyond attending the event, there are so many ways  
to support the auction, including:  

SPONSOR 
There are several levels of business and individual 
sponsorships available. A commitment now will ensure 
maximum exposure to our audience and secure your 
important role in helping make 2014 another record-
breaking auction. Help us meet the goal of completely 
underwriting the auction so all revenue generated that 
evening will directly benefit our students.

dONaTE 
We are looking for everything from gift cards to vacation 
homes and special events for both the Silent and  
Live auctions. 

VOlUNTEER 
Join a committee or help with a special project.

BUy a TaBlE 
Gather up to 9 of your closest friends and family to join  
in the fun.

Save the date 
Saturday may 3, 2014

Mark your calendar  
and make plans  

to join Auction Chairs,  
Brent & Michelle Laing,  
for the festivities at the  

43rd Annual Marist Auction.
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alumni Parents: If you are still receiving your son or 
daughter’s mail, please contact us with updated information  
at (541) 681-5469 or online at: 
www.marisths.org/update-alumni-information 
We send out the Marist Magazine, important class reunion 
information and interesting stories about former students and 
staff to all of our alumni. Thank you for helping us keep the 
Marist community connected.

 MARCH
 14 Friday Lenten Masses at Marist begin 
 14, 15, 21, 22 Marist Theatre presents: Seussical the Musical
 19-20 “End of Winter” Music Concerts
 24-28 Spring Break

 APRIL
 12 Mr. Spartan Pageant
 18 Good Friday
 20 Easter

 MAY
 3 43rd Annual Marist Auction
 7 Founder’s Day Mass
 21 NHS Awards Ceremony
 22 Spring Music Concert: Rock Band
 30 Senior Farewell Mass
 31 Marist Arts presents: The Annual Encore Concert

 JUNE
 7 Class of 2014 Graduation Ceremony

 JULY
 20 Annual Alumni BBQ

Please save the dates and join us. For more details visit our 
website at www.marisths.org.

Save the date!

May 3, 2014


