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An '87 alumnus recently emailed me when she realized that the group of 
contractors working on her home remodel project were all somehow related to 
Marist - either as fellow alumni or parents of alumni or current students. Upon 

realizing how small of a world it is, she was moved to share:
“Marist is a community that I am so grateful to be a part of. It spans decades and 

provides a sense of feeling like you are taken care of and it is fun working with people 
with a common tie. It is just one of those things that when people ask why you pay 
money to send your kids to Marist, community for life is a big part of that!”

There are so many examples of small worlds like this within the Marist 
community, especially when you consider the depth and breadth of Catholic education 
in the area over the past 100 years. Being part of something bigger than ourselves is a 
revelation that comes with experience, learning and personal growth. Often, students 
don’t realize the impact of their community until later in life but the fact that they 
eventually do is what keeps them connected years later.

People find community in different places – schools, 
churches, clubs, teams, and even unexpectedly in their 
own living rooms. Our hope is that students and families 
find a lifelong community that extends beyond the walls 
of Marist. From the first day a freshman steps on campus, 
we do everything we can to help create community for 
each class, year after year. 

“Community” is more than just a word in the Marist 
mission; as a Catholic school, it is the foundation of what 
we strive to do every day in the classroom, in the halls, 
on the court or field, and on the stage. It is also a genuine 
attribute that is expressed when students, alumni and 
families describe their experiences with Marist. It is  
what makes high school more than just a vague memory 
for many.

Jesus showed us how to live in community and He 
reminds us that we are interdependent on each other. We 
are all part of the body of Christ, one that depends on 
the full participation of everyone to survive, grow and 
flourish to reach its full potential. The desire to belong is 

innate – that’s never more true than for our youth. We are blessed to be able to provide 
a family-like community for all of our students throughout their time at Marist. And we 
are grateful for the life that our students and families give our community.

Community is for life and community is life-giving. Thank you for being a part of 
our Marist community and for giving our community the life we know and love!  

We Are One.

Suzanne Graf

From the President
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Gathering in the 
Light of Christ



“One of the most remarkable 
things about the Marist All Schools 
Mass is the community. When fifteen 
hundred people are stuffed into one 
gym all in the name of God, one feels 
not so much cramped as united. 

Students from three schools 
in an age range of a decade-and-a-
half are joined to participate in one 
celebration. There are the elementary 
kids sitting with their schools in the 
bleachers, where those of us from 
St. Paul or O’Hara have been sitting 
for a decade. As elementary school 
students in our collective throne, we 
could see everything. (That Mass was 
the one time a year we were taller 
than the towering high schoolers.)

Each year I am struck with the 
feeling that the congregation was a 
sea: rising together, sitting together, 
taking part in the hand motions. We 
were one fluid motion gathered in 
Christ, or as Marist’s motto states, 
WE ARE ONE. Now, as a freshman 
on the floor, I still took part in the 
ocean of worship, spiraling around 
our vantage below. The floor, Marist, 
connects the two elementary schools 
on either side of the gym more than 
just figuratively. No matter what 
hard times we experience, we have 
more than ourselves to rely on. The 
Mass stands tribute to that, the Lord’s 
selfless sacrifice; we are one.”
- Nicola Sušec '20

“In kindergarten, the All Schools 
Mass felt special. It was different than 
normal school Mass in that it took 
place at Marist, there were lots of 
priests, and way more people. I recall 
being so excited when I recognized 
people from Marist or O’Hara from 
across the dimly lit gym. It was 
a reminder that we were a part of 
something bigger than just our class 
and school community; there was a 
greater faith and love connecting  
us all.

Once at Marist, the All Schools 
Mass was still important. It reminded 
me of where I came from. I distinctly 
remember looking up at the bleachers 
where the St. Paul kids sit and recall 
nine years of All Schools Masses. 
It became about community: saying 
hello to old teachers, waving to 
friends’ younger siblings, welcoming 
peers. It was about faith and a 
reminder that we all have that  
in common.”
- Jessica Lynch '16

“I remember sitting in Ms. 
Cooper’s classroom last spring 
working on a deadline for the 
yearbook. As per usual, we were 
going through photos, checking 
captions, and chatting. While looking 
over the Mass page and gawking at 
the adorable photos of Marist students 

escorting St. Paul and O’Hara kids 
to the Activity Center for the All 
Schools Mass, I commented on my 
first Marist Mass experience, over ten 
years prior. It had been as a five-year-
old kindergartener walking up the 
steps to the courtyard, basking in the 
exciting scenery and marveling at the 
students who seemed about as grown 
up as one can get.  

Laughing, we went to the 2004 
yearbook and looked at the Mass 
page just as a side thought, though 
not really thinking I would recognize 
anyone. However, when I glanced 
at a photo on the page, it pictured 
a miniature Jessica Lynch, Abbi 
Riechers, and Maddi O’Bannon as 
kindergarteners in fancy dresses 
for their first All Schools Mass. We 
were dumbfounded. What are the 
odds that while jokingly flipping 
through the pages of an old yearbook, 
there would be a photo of us - three 
yearbook editors who happened to go 
to kindergarten together?  

This discovery prompted an 
onslaught of memories from that day. 
As St. Paul students, we were all so 
amazed to be on the campus that we 
would one day attend, and the Mass 
itself was made unique by the student 
choir and the unifying energy of  
the Mass.”
- Maddi O’Bannon '16

4    MARIST MAGAZINE Opposite page: In 2007, Bo Murray '17 and his 2nd-grade O'Hara classmates enter the Marist gym for the Mass.

Marist seniors in 2004, Brooke Forrest '04 and Shelby Weza '04, escort the then-St. Paul 
kindergarteners, Maddi O'Bannon '16, Camille Kersey, Jessica Lynch '16, and Abbi Reichers '16 to 
the All Catholic Schools Mass.
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Nicola Sušec (on the left) waits his turn to read a 
petition at the 2010 All Catholic Schools Mass. 
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Photo by Toni Cooper

Marist students reflect on 19 years of celebrating the All Catholic Schools Mass, sharing their 
memories of the treasured annual tradition honoring Catholic education in our community
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“Looking back to when I was at 
O’Hara, I remember seeing all 
the high schoolers and thinking 
they were so cool. As a senior 
looking at the O’Hara students I 
was able to see how much I’ve 
changed from the first grader who 
just started learning, to a senior 
who is about to make some of  
the most important decisions  
of his life.”
- Bo Murray '17
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In loco parentis” is one of the first 
phrases that any aspiring teacher 
will learn when he or she begins 

a teacher education program. It’s the 
legal term that tells us that we are to 
act in the place of parents when we 
take on the task of teaching young 
people. We are invited to fill the role 
of parents to nurture these developing 
beings when they are away from their 
own parents; this can feel like an 
honor and a burden. 

The vocation of teaching is 
daunting, inspiring, overwhelming, 
and dynamic. Most importantly, much 
like the role of parenting, it is sacred.

Marcellin Champagnat, founder 
of the Marist Brothers, and an 
educational visionary, understood the 
sanctity of teaching better than most:

“So love your students; 
fight ceaselessly against the 
indifference, weariness and 
annoyance their faults so easily 
arouse in you. Without closing 
your eyes to their defects, 
because you must correct them, 
keep in mind at the same time 
all the pleasant qualities they 
have, which desire your attention. 
Look at the innocence which 
shines in their peaceful faces and 
unwrinkled brows, the naiveté 
of their statements, the sincerity 
of their contrition even though 
it may not last long, the honesty 
of their resolutions even though 
they break them quickly, the 
generosity of their efforts even 
though it is rarely sustained for 
long. Give them credit for the 
good they do, no matter how 
imperfect, and for all the evil  
they do not do.”

This statement was written 
200 years ago in his book, 
Opinions, Conferences, Sayings and 
Instructions, and it still captures the 
essence of teaching. The classroom 
changes from day to day and year 
to year but still we are always 

negotiating personalities, hormones, 
and life-changing events.

If one loses sight of the end 
goal, it can be easy to feel like a 
failure if the lesson didn’t go well 
or the test scores weren’t as high as 
we had hoped. However, it is these 
instances when it’s most important 
to realize that we are one of many 
parents, mentors and moments that 
are forming this person, and that is the 
honor. We get to contribute to a whole 
of this individual. 

On the best days, students find 
faith in science and facts in the 
humanities.Throughout all of this 
identities are formed by physics, 
art, and English, but predominantly 
through the relationships that we 
cultivate as we learn together.

When the school year is over, 
it is not solely about the texts, tests, 
or miles run, it is about how this 
community imparted something to 
an individual, and how we send these 
people into the world with more than 
just hard facts. 

We send them out praying that 
they know they are of value; beyond 
this, we hope they will contribute 
great things to their local and global 
communities. Truth be told, teachers 
desire that our students do more than 
we would ever be able to accomplish 
in our own individual lives. 

As we get messages from  
former students, they share with us  
moments when, at their time here,  
they were comforted after a loss, 
given an extension, seen or heard  
with particular precision, and this  
has impacted them beyond the facts 
they retained. 

When we hear from students who 
are healing, advocating, ministering, 
loving, parenting, and researching, 
we realize that, for a season of 
life, we were fortunate enough to 
have contributed to this individual. 
Although it may be for a snapshot  
in time, our stories have been  
woven together. 

A sacred art
By Beth Wirth

“Layers of 
Teaching  

and 
Learning

Opposite Page: Fr. David Cullings laughs with freshmen theology students while substituting in the fall.
Photo by Madi Potter '17
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To see your faces is always a 
heartwarming sight from  
up here.

Those of you who know me 
will not be surprised if I see this 
as another chance to share how 
mathematics explains the world. I ask 
you to consider the circle.

The circle symbolizes the 
sharing of our lives together here at 
Marist. It is the preferred shape for 
an assembly of equals. Human beings 
have imagined, constructed, and used 
circles in art and ritual for thousands 
of years. 

It is found in the infinite 
symmetry of the divine word of God, 
Stonehenge, the Buddhist mandala, 
and the kindergarten circle where you 
listened to one another’s stories for 
the first time. It holds profound and 
sacred meaning. It symbolizes unity 
and strength while it is democratic 
with no one more important than  
any other.

I am going to ask you to view the 
circle in three ways: first, to recognize 
that we are gathered together in 
the unifying circle of God’s arms. 
Second, that each of us is the center 
of an infinite set of concentric circles 
fanning outward in Christ-like 
perfection to interact with every other 
individual in a singular flash or in 
repeated crossings.

There is STUNNING power  
in the collective potential of  
our intersections.

We are each endowed by God, 
with His Spirit, to maintain the unity 

and impact of the connection in the 
form of community. So, now I pose 
a very simple question – what sort of 
community do you want to be?

This is an active, not passive, 
idea. It is not enough to be a member 
of a place that seeks to recognize 
each individual through equity and 
inclusion. It is an active task – an 
essential task for every one of us to 
find ways to connect with people 
outside of our usual circle. It means 
calling people into a dynamic 
exchange, not calling people out in 
ways that demean and divide.

In his book, The Difference, 
economist Scott Page argues that 
diverse groups solve the complex 
problems of today’s world more 
effectively than groups who hold a 
similar point of view or individuals 
working alone. As we lean in to our 
differences and in them find strength 
the notion of non sibi, greater purpose 
than self for the greater good,  
gains momentum.

Marist needs people who can 
listen to one another, people who 
can appreciate other points of view, 
people who cherish diversity in 
all its forms, and people who can 
work across differences, turning the 
other cheek, setting aside disregard, 
hate, and anger – choosing, instead, 
empathy and love.

I appreciate our activists who 
take up causes from all sides. You 
have my respect.

I appreciate our artists who 
inspire us with their willingness to 

share their talents and grace. You 
have my gratitude.

I appreciate our athletes 
who endure physical and mental 
challenges as they work in 
partnership to learn sacrifice, 
integrity, and sportsmanship. You 
have my admiration.

Each one of you has 
opportunities to be intentional in how 
you experience the lives of others 
while looking deeply within  
yourself through …

Retreats: The Sophomore 
Journey and the Junior Encounter …
take courage – sign up.

Service Trips: first-hand 
experience with marginalized 
populations – Portland Plunge, 
Mission Trip L.A., Muscular 
Dystrophy Association Summer 
Camp … take courage – sign up.

Finally, the last circle 
consideration … imagine the circle 
placed on edge … give it a spin and 
form the sphere that characterizes  
our earth world – home to our 
humanity – and its extension into  
the infinite universe. 

I challenge you to answer the call 
to identify your place on the circle in 
hope that its connection manifests and 
is maintained in each of you for the 
rest of your years.

– Jeanette Herro

Circular Symbolism
A math teacher’s words of wisdom to sophomores and juniors  

following their class Mass this fall
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When asked to write this 
article on icons and 
iconography, at first I 

thought it would need extensive 
research in order to accomplish a 
scholarly result. But then it occurred 
to me that perhaps simply my 
personal history with icons might 
be more readable and possibly even 
more enjoyable.

But first: what is an icon? Well, 
we all know the icons on our smart 
phones or tablets. They are small 
images that represent a particular 
application or function on the device: 
one touch, for example, on the image 
of a telephone and you are taken to 
the application that allows you to 
make a phone call.

The kind of icons I work on 
date back to a much earlier age but 
in a very real way they serve very 
much the same function – if in a 
less technological fashion. In the 
religious icon, when we “touch,” 
or are touched by the icon, we are 
transported into another and heavenly 
realm. I have already referred to 
the smartphone or tablet icon as an 
“image.” In fact, the original Greek 
word  (pronounced: eye-
KO-na) is Greek for “image.” The 
word icon grew to mean specifically 
religious icons; that is, images 
depicting Jesus Christ, His life events, 
His mother Mary, and the “cloud of 
witnesses,” the saints and their  
life events.  

Icons are often spoken of as 
being “written” as opposed to being 
“painted.” The historical reason 
for this is attributed by some to 
a problem in translation from the 
Greek; however, this usage has 
become so common as to have 
become the norm and has acquired 
a theological explanation. In the 
first place, icons are not considered 
to be works of art, but rather works 
of theology and, simply stated, 
theology is written and not painted. 
They are works of theology because 
traditionally they were intended to 
be instructional for the faithful who 
might not have had access to other 
forms of written theology, nor even 
be literate in all cases. 

Icons are considered to be 
windows on heaven; windows that 
look both ways! That is to say that 
we not only see, however dimly, into 
the heavenly realm through an icon, 
but also heaven looks down upon 
us through the icon. This is such a 
strong belief that the devout peasant 
of earlier ages (and even many people 
still today) will turn the icon to the 
wall when engaging in activity, such 
as dressing or undressing, that they 
do not wish heaven to see! Neither 
would one ever find an icon in  
the washroom.

Furthermore, the writing of 
an icon is considered a high form 
of prayer. My teacher, Vladislav 
Andrejev, a Russian master of 

iconography and founder of the 
Prosopon School of Iconology, often 
spoke of the icon as a sort of mirror 
of the iconographer’s soul; that 
one should not undertake to write 
an icon unless one is willing to see 
one's own soul, with all its faults and 
weaknesses, put on display. Imagine 
what thoughts went through my head 
when one time, as I was nearing the 
completion of an icon of St. Nicholas, 
the halo around his head began to fall 
off! I’m still working on interpreting, 
and repairing, that one.

Religious icons are further 
narrowed by tradition to refer 
only to one specific style of image 
and technique for producing such 
images: images painted, or written, 
on specially prepared wood panels, 
done in the medium of egg tempera, 
and according to very specific steps. 
A traditional icon is immediately 
recognizable by its stylistic 
appearance as well as its  
subject matter.

Notable here is the fact that the 
vast majority of iconographers use 
one of many traditional line drawings 
as the pattern for any icon they work 
on. I base my icons on the drawings 
from the Stroganov Handbook. 
Innovation in design of icons is still 
relatively rare. The iconographer does 
not sign his/her work and considers 
their obedience to the design and 
indeed each step in producing the 
icon to be something that welcomes 

Icons: An Age-Old Tradition
Combining art and prayer

By Father Ken Olsen

Opposite page: Fr. Ken Olsen applies highlights of his Christ the Teacher icon while working in the ARC this January.

He sits behind the smooth wooden desk, bathed in the light streaming from the 
windows of the Academic Resource Center. His light and magnifying glasses 
ready, his paintbrush in hand, he carefully unscrews the lid to the pigmented 
powder and slowly sprinkles some into the mixture of egg and water.
Stroke by stroke, he steadily follows the outline of Christ the Teacher on the 
wood that has been sanded and smoothed countless times.
He patiently waits for layer after layer to dry before he takes the clay paint and 
adds it to the icon. He breathes on the clay before adding the gold foil onto 
Jesus’ halo, as if breathing life into the image.
– Livia Kokkino '17

Photo by Gloria Wang '17
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a separation from the ego and allows 
the iconographer to focus on prayer 
and contemplation of the Divine 
world. Vladislav states it this way: 
“We follow the lines even as we 
follow the will of God.”  

This does not mean there is 
no place for innovative or new 
design in iconography; far from 
it. Icons are created “through the 
hand of” the iconographer and 
any innovation is always ascribed 
to Divine inspiration that results 
from prayer, contemplation and 
fasting. Before each work session, 
the iconographer makes the sign of 
the cross and prays one of several 
different iconographer's prayers. An 
icon produced without prayer is not 
an icon at all but simply another work 
of art, an image but never an icon.

Preparing the Panel: The wood 
used for an icon must be free of knots 
and low in resins. The wood reminds 
us of the Tree of Life as well as the 
wood of the Cross. The wood panel 
is often prepared with an indentation, 
thereafter called the arc, around 
the center image to create a natural 
border or frame. It is called the arc 
because it represents where the 
Divine meets the created world.

After being sanded very smooth, 
a linen cloth is glued over its surface 
before layers of gesso are applied. 
The linen cloth is reminiscent of 
Christ’s burial shroud or the veil of 
Veronica (whose name, by the way, 
means “true image” and is a marriage 
of two words: one Latin “vere” 
meaning truth and one Greek “ikona” 
meaning image.) The resulting 
surface represents “chaos” on which 
God has written His creation. It is 
then sanded smooth and the image 
of the icon is traced into the gesso 
according to strict laws of proportion.

Interestingly, iconography uses 
reverse perspective as opposed to 
the more common use of a linear 
perspective where objects get 
smaller as they get farther away. In 
linear perspective all parallel lines 
converge on vanishing points in the 
background. In reverse perspective, 
however, parallel lines converge on 
the eye of the beholder so instead of 

objects getting smaller as they get 
farther from the eye, they become 
wider. Earlier I spoke of the icon 
being a “two-way” window on 
heaven and this perspective speaks  
to this mystery.

Clay Bole and Gilding: After the 
panel is prepared, the next step is to 
apply a layer of red clay bole to the 
outer framework and to any portion of 
the icon that is to be gilded. The clay 
bole is a very fine clay mixed with 
hide glue, fish glue and a bit of honey. 
Where gold leaf is to be applied, the 
bole is sanded then burnished with 
a special agate burnishing tool until 
the surface of the clay shines like 
a mirror. Now the amazing step of 
gilding begins. 

In gilding an icon, the 
iconographer imitates the act of 
creation from Genesis. In that story, 
God breathes life into clay and creates 
the first human being. To gild an icon, 
one first makes the sign of the cross 
and then leans over very close to the 
clay surface and breaths a very moist 
exhalation upon the clay, which then, 
because of its glue and honey content, 
becomes ever so slightly adhesive. 
Immediately the gold leaf is pressed 
lightly upon this portion of the clay 
until it anneals itself to the clay. The 
gilded surface may then be burnished 
again or left as it is depending on the 
desired appearance.  

The Red Line: The first paint 
to be applied is a red line around 
the perimeter of any halos using a 
compass. This is considered to be 
the Alpha of the journey to create an 
icon. Along with the red line, other 
decoration of the halo may now 
happen including, if it is an image of 
Christ, the special red lines and Greek 
letters which translate as “I am,” that 
are painted onto the surface of the 
gilded halo. 

Preparing and Applying the 
Pigments: To prepare the egg 
tempera medium for the pigments, 
one takes an egg and separates out the 
yolk and mixes it with either white 
wine, vodka and water, or vinegar 
and water. This is then mixed with 

earth minerals (such as siennas and 
ochres), oxides of metals (lead, tin, 
iron, which are very toxic and must 
be handled with great care) or even 
semi-precious stones ground very fine 
(azurite, malachite, lapis lazuli). 

These pigments mixed in the 
proper proportion are then applied 
layer upon layer to the icon board, 
always building up the image moving 
from darker tones to lighter. The 
pigment is applied in small puddles 
and spread evenly, using small 
circular motions and taking care that 
the bristles of the brush do not touch 
the board, until the entire surface 
requiring that particular color is filled. 
This way when the pigments settle 
and dry on the board, they are up to 
the hand of God and ideally result in 
a textured “mottled” appearance.  

Highlights: After the first layer is 
applied, the lines of the image are 
periodically redrawn and three or four 
different “highlights” are applied, 
each one lighter and brighter than 
the one before. In between these 
highlights a very transparent “float” 
of a similar but brighter color to 
the “opening” color is applied thus 
muting the highlights and helping 
them to fold back into the unity of  
the image. 

The “first highlights” cover 
about three fourths of the opening 
layer of pigments and they begin to 
bring out the folds in the garments 
and the dimensions to the face. 
“Second highlights” cover less than 
first highlights but continue this 
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The egg-yolk mixture sits ready to be mixed  
with pigments.



process for the face and hands, but 
on the garments they begin also to 
add “facets,” similar to those found 
in a diamond and to add depth and 
the first suggestion of the “inner” 
light that is attributed to the subject 
depicted. “Third highlights” again 
cover a significantly smaller portion 
of the icon surface and begin to 
enliven more of the inner light.

Final Highlights: A green line 
between the clay on the border and 
the background, a white line around 
the red line of the halo, and very 
small bits in the pupil of the eyes 
representing the Spirit and Life of 
God, are drawn and finally bring the 
image to life. The name of the image 
is then inscribed on the icon, usually 
in stylized letters and sometimes in 
gold “assist.” The icon is then left 
for several weeks to thoroughly dry 
in a dust free environment before 
being coated in “olipha,” a mixture of 
linseed oil and stand oil, and allowed 
to cure for many weeks before  
being blessed.

Blessing of the Icon:  The work 
will not be considered a proper icon 
until it has been blessed. Because 
it is symbolically considered to be 
a person, it must receive, like any 
Christian person, the Mysteries of 
Initiation: Baptism - sprinkling with 
Holy Water accompanied by a prayer 
of blessing; Confirmation – anointing 
with Holy Chrism; and Eucharist – 
symbolically placing the icon on or 
near the Altar during the celebration 
of Mass. If the icon is meant to be 
exchanged for money, the blessing 
cannot take place before the sale but 
only afterwards. Once blessed, the 
icon can no longer be sold but only 
must be given away.

There is so much more that could 
be said about icons, iconography 
and iconology. For instance, there 
is a significant period of time in 
Byzantine history when the very 
existence of such images was called 
into question and their use was 
condemned in various times and 
areas of the empire. Many icons were 
destroyed during this period referred 

to as the time of the iconoclasts –  
a Greek word meaning destroyers  
of icons.  

As an Eastern Rite Christian, 
specifically of the Ukrainian Greek 
Rite of the Catholic Church, I 
developed an interest in icons and 
iconology from an early age.  Our 
Rite was once a part of the Orthodox 
Church under Constantinople. Five 
hundred years ago we became a Rite 
of the Catholic Church when the ruler 
of our part of present day Ukraine 
was Catholic. To the Orthodox we 
are known as a Uniate Church, 
referencing our Union with Rome. 

I began studying icons about 
30 years ago. It is a wonderful, 
and I pray, lifelong journey I have 
begun. I am only an amateur and will 

likely remain so for the rest of my 
life; however, it is not at all about 
producing “professional” icons but 
rather it is my personal spiritual 
journey through which I hope to 
come to know myself, including my 
faults, better. It is a journey in which 
I hope to open myself ever more to 
God and hopefully to see the power 
of God begin to build me into a better 
man and a better Christian.  

In short, the iconographer’s goal 
is identical to the true goal of every 
human life. And the method is, at 
least symbolically, virtually the same 
as well: to add layers of color to  
our lives that, far from concealing, 
rather begin to reveal the Divine  
life within. 
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With a steady hand, Fr. Ken Olsen adds definition to the robes of Christ on an icon.
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My grandmother taught in 
a quaint red one-room 
schoolhouse in Louisburg, 

Kansas. She rode a pony to school – 
uphill both ways, as the old joke goes.

When recess was over, she 
gathered all eight grades in by ringing 
a simple brass bell. Communication 
is something more sophisticated now. 
She would not recognize the iPad 
culture or the world at your fingertips 
via the web, but she would recognize 
the value of Marist’s rigorous 
academics, respect for authority, 
outlets for creativity and exercise, and 
activities that nurture the spirit.

Her “people,” as she called them, 
came from Ireland as so many did to 
make a new life. She would recognize 
kindred spirits in Marist junior Angel 
Montes-Michel’s parents. 

Angel’s dad, Santiago, one of 
eleven children, left school at 13 to 
work and help his family. Santiago’s 
father wasn’t around much; Santiago 
wanted something different for  
his children. 

“My dad wanted the American 
dream,” Angel said. He met Angel’s 
mother, Diana, in Comala, Mexico 
and invited her to go to the United 
States with him. They were married 
and moved to the U.S. in 1998. 

In the process of becoming 
citizens, they discovered that Diana 
had been born in California and 
was already an American. Santiago 
became one too, and they started a 
family. Angel was born in 2000; he 
has a 13-year-old brother, Diego, and 
a 6-year-old sister, Chelsea. 

My Irish ancestors made a 
courageous choice to start a new life 
in the United States. Angel’s parents 
did too. And, although it has not 
always been easy for Angel or his 
family, this young man still radiates a 
quiet optimism.

“Life is good, even if you are 
walking through hell,” he said. 
“There’s light in every dark room.”

Loss has been one of those 
dark rooms for Angel. A middle 
school friend died in a car accident, 
a tragedy that shook his close-knit 
Springfield middle school but brought 
the students together in shared grief.

When Angel’s family moved to 
Las Vegas for his dad’s construction 
job, Angel found it hard to say 
goodbye to his school but realized  
he was lucky to have made such  
good friends.  

Las Vegas was different. Clothes 
were more important than academics. 
His dad’s job didn’t work out in 
Nevada, so his father returned to 
Springfield. It was several months 
before the rest of the family could 
reunite with him in Oregon. “I cried,” 
Angel said simply.

“My dad came back to rebuild 
what we had,” Angel said, and 
smiled. “And anyway, he really  
does rebuild houses!” Santiago is  
a drywaller.

As Angel approached high 
school age, his parents saw promise 
in their son and knew he wasn’t 
getting the attention he needed at 
school; Marist offered an opportunity 
to excel. Although he had failed the 
state writing exams in eighth grade, 
he worked hard his first two years at 
Marist, was recommended for honors 
courses, and is now doing well in Bill 
Ferrari’s junior Advanced Placement 
English Composition class. 

Angel is a Student Ambassador, 
a member of both the Christian 
Leadership Class and the retreat 
team, and he loves to work out 
with assistant football coach David 
Haggard. He values his friendships; 
he is a part of an informal group of 
young men who call themselves “The 
Soccer Club.” They gather as often 
as possible to watch and analyze 
soccer games in the office of Rodrigo 
Hernandez – admissions manager, 
soccer coach and mentor. 

My grandmother valued hard 

work and ambition and instilled those 
values in her children. Angel also 
credits his parents with his work ethic 
and hopeful outlook.

“When I wanted to come to 
Marist, I knew it would be expensive, 
but my dad said, ‘Don’t worry about 
it.’ He works hard to provide for us 
but I knew we would need some  
help. Tuition assistance makes it 
possible for me to be a Spartan,” 
Angel said, gratefully. 

When asked if college is in his 
future Angel said, “Yes, definitely. 
That’s why I’m here. I have a lot of 
options open to me – architecture, 
medicine, engineering. It will  
be good!” 

Principal Stacey Baker described 
Angel as “an amazing young man.”  

“I had the opportunity to hear 
Angel’s personal story and faith 
journey when he and I were in the 
same small group on formation 
retreat. His story and how he leaned 
on God when his friend died in 
middle school is one of strength 
and inspiration. Angel is kind to 
everyone and does everything he can 
to be a positive Christian leader on 
our campus. He is an outstanding 
example of our mission and motto,” 
Baker shared. 

Angel and his family are 
parishioners at St. Alice Catholic 
Church. Angel has the privilege of 
speaking his parents’ native language, 
Spanish, in the home, and is equally 
fluent in English at school. His 
humility yet strong determination 
come shining through in his quiet, 
calm voice, his steady gaze and his 
slow smile. He’ll be a senior at Marist 
next year, ready for new challenges. 

“I may not talk a lot; I’m a quiet 
dude,” said Angel. “But I think a lot. I 
have the best of both worlds.” 

If my grandmother could 
meet Angel, she’d never call him 
“dude,” but she’d certainly recognize 
the strength of his values. 
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From Different Worlds
Old-fashioned values in this Marist junior

By Rebecca Larson

Opposite page: Angel Montes-Michel '18 holds a photo of his family.
Photo by Toni Cooper



Standing on the corner of 13th 
and Kincaid as an 18-year-old 
freshman at the University 

of Oregon, I realized I was lost and 
alone, a stranger in a strange land. 
Nothing in my high school formation 
had prepared me for this profound 
sense of displacement. I couldn’t 
understand the signals and signs 
around me and I felt I was playing a 
game where everyone but me knew 
the rules.

So I turned to what I trusted was 
true north and went home to visit 
Father Tim Murphy at Regis Catholic 
High School in Stayton, Oregon. I 
had graduated from Regis in June of 
1987 ready to take on the world. By 
October 1987, I was no longer sure of 
my faith, myself or the world around 
me. I no longer knew what I believed. 
Father Murphy took me in and 
reassured me. He told me that it was a 
good thing to feel lost. He counseled 
me that my doubts about faith were 
not only normal but that they were 
good and that in my disorientation 
was an opportunity for God to find 
me and for me to understand how 
passionately and intimately I was 
loved by God.

I shared with him that Regis 
had not prepared me for such an 
enormous and confusing world. 
He smiled and asked me why I had 
returned to Regis in my moment of 
need. The answer seemed obvious 
to me: at Regis, everything had 
made sense. At Regis, I had been 
surrounded by caring people who 
loved me unconditionally and 
believed I was capable of something 
special. I had been reassured that I 
was part of a universe constructed 
by a loving God for the purpose 
of actively loving the world and 
the people in it. I had been given 

moments of quiet and solitude to 
reflect on my relationship with that 
creator of the world around me.

Father Murphy looked at me, 
smiled and said, “If that is what you 
are looking for, then I would say we 
prepared you exceptionally well.”

Fast forward thirty years. I 
receive a phone call or email almost 
every October from a recent Marist 
graduate who is feeling lost and alone 
and can’t understand why the world 
no longer makes sense. Because of 
Father Murphy, I know exactly what 
to tell each student.

Currently the confusion our 
graduates face is that they are 
surrounded by “fake news” in a 
“post-truth” world. That such phrases 
have been given credibility by news 
outlets and the Oxford Dictionary is 
disturbing to me. Lies and nonsense 
might be another way that a clear 
and critical thinker would translate 
such phrases. “Fake news” and 
“post-truth” are euphemisms that 
have emerged in our current political 
climate. This is not a climate of 
liberal or conservative, but rather a 
climate which has been profoundly 
shaped by a set of assumptions and 
a world view which posits that each 
individual is responsible for his or her 
own beliefs and choices. It assumes 
that there is no good or bad as much 
as there are choices and freedom. 
Meaning in such a world is not fixed 
or inherent but is constructed by 
individuals. Our politics, economy, 
and media are strongly shaped by 
these assumptions and nearly all 
of our students arrive at our doors 
shaped by them. 

It seems to me that it is not 
necessarily the job or duty of a 
Catholic high school to disabuse its 
students of these false notions or 

to teach them to fear the world as 
hostile to faith. At its best, Catholic 
education does not ask students 
to reject this world as much as to 
recognize that God’s living presence 
is here amongst us. In a quiet and 
confident manner Catholic education 
attempts to present a beautiful and 
complex world created out of love.   

Recognition of this love comes 
first in relationships. The best 
Catholic educators do not spend 
much energy or time attempting 
to convince, cajole, or persuade 
others of truth. That is a form of 
violence. Instead, they point the 
way and affirm that this world 
and the resurrected Christ are both 
beautiful and confusing. Father 
Murphy, in the tradition of the best 
Catholic educators, had such a deeply 
embedded faith in the truth that he did 
not attempt to tell me what to believe 
or take away my fear and confusion 
with pat answers. Rather, he was able 
to embody Thomas Merton's notion 
with serenity … “A man of sincerity 
is less interested in defending the 
truth than in stating it clearly, for he 
thinks that if the truth can be clearly 
seen it can very well take care  
of itself.”

My own crisis of faith and 
identity was mediated through a 
reliable witness in Father Murphy  
and a Catholic high school 
community that did not dwell upon 
nonsensical notions of “fake news” 
or “post-truth.” Marist, like Regis, 
attempts to share instead the Good 
News in a truth-filled world. It is this 
Good News that brings our graduates 
back each October looking for 
support and guidance. 

Faith in Truth
Finding God’s living presence in a complex world

By Andy Oldham
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... and I –
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
– Robert Frost, The Road Not Taken

“
”
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A Marist education is unique and      
 holistic. Challenging academics 

leavenend with activities and service 
are inspired by faith and form caring, 
conscientious leaders whose careers 
embody the line from Frost’s poem. 

Alumni like the Madden sisters: 
Norine, Mary Elizabeth and  
Meghan – doctor, diplomat  
and environmentalist.

Their paths began in exactly  
the same way. Born into a faithful 
Catholic family, they attended  
Catholic grade school and Marist. 

All of the sisters speak highly of 
their high school education. Meghan 
'01 said, “There is no question that 
the academics at Marist set me 
up to do well in college and grad 
school. The teachers and classes gave 
me an excellent education, but also 

made school a good experience so 
that I continued to be motivated when 
I moved on to settings with a lot less 
supervision. The work ethic that I had 
to develop at Marist to keep up with 
my class load made it a very easy 
transition to college.” 

Norine '96 shared some specif-
ics about their years at Marist. “Mr. 
Devereaux dragged all three of us 
through honors math classes, despite 
an apparent lack of inherent talent,” 
she recalled. “Mr. Ragan’s AP Ameri-
can History class was the hardest 
thing that I had ever accomplished 
in my life and showed me just how 
ready I was for college afterwards.” 

Mary Elizabeth '98 references 
some deeper aspects of their educa-
tion. “Marist prompted us to think 
about the greater world. From history 

and literature classes exploring other 
parts of the world, to the community 
service requirement, you learned to 
look outside the bubble of the Marist 
community. I think that sense of a 
greater world and responsibility to 
give back influenced all of us.” 

From Marist, they continued 
following each other down the same 
educational path to the University of 
Oregon’s Clark Honors College. They 

Three Sisters, Three Paths
How a Marist education informed and shaped their career choices

By Rebecca Larson

Norine (Madden) McGrath '96, Mary Elizabeth Madden '98 and Meghan Madden '01 in November 2016.

“Marist prompted  
us to think about  

the greater world.”
- Mary Elizabeth Madden '98

Opposite page: Hendricks Park, Eugene
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even all had double majors: Norine 
chose General Science and History; 
Mary Elizabeth selected Political  
Science and Business Administration;  
and Meghan finished with degrees  
in Political Science and  
Romance Languages. 

After college, their paths di-
verged, although the sisters’ career 
choices reflect the sense of purpose 
they developed at Marist. Meghan 
said, “We all came out of Marist 
well-rounded, with a basic education 
in a variety of fields and a sense of 
responsibility, so that we had the foun-
dation to actually make life choices. 
None of us accidentally fell into what 
we are doing; we all very intentionally 
pursued our interests and ended up in 
careers that we really enjoy.”

Norine became a doctor, attend-
ing the Pritzker School of Medicine 
at the University of Chicago and is 
an attending physician in Emergency 
Medicine at Medstar Washington 
Hospital Center in Washington, D.C. 
A clinical ethicist, she is the Direc-
tor for the Lynch Center for Ethics 
and teaches ethics at the Georgetown 
University School of Medicine. 

“I spend my days taking care of 
patients, working on ethics consults 
regarding choices in care and end of 
life, Emergency Department (ED) 
management, hospital policy and 
teaching,” Norine said. “I love the ED 
because of the fast pace, the variety 
of complaints and procedures. They 
are long, hard, days but sometimes I 
really do save a life. I also love that 
we are society’s safety net. On an 
individual level, I don’t care if a pa-
tient has insurance. I just want to get 
the medical care that a patient needs. 
Marist uniquely prepared me to have 
a moral core that allows me to do my 
ethics work and to relate to patients 
coming from a variety of cultural  
and religious backgrounds during  
one of the hardest periods of their 
family’s life.”

Mary Elizabeth’s work reflects 
a different type of service. After 
graduating from the UO in 2002, 
she moved to Washington, D.C. and 
worked for the Department of the 
Interior. In 2003, she joined the State 

Department as a Foreign Service 
Officer (aka U.S. diplomat). She 
has served two tours in Pakistan, a 
tour at the U.S. Embassy in London, 
and is currently stationed at the U.S. 
Embassy in Turkey. Mary Elizabeth 
graduated from Virginia Tech this 
past December with a Master’s in 
Public and International Affairs. 

“I was always interested in cur-
rent events, other cultures, and poli-
tics. My job as a diplomat enables me 
to live in other countries, travel, and 
experience new cultures. Best of all, I 
have the privilege of representing the 
United States,” she said.

Meghan earned her master’s at 
Georgetown University in Interna-
tional Security Studies and went on 
to join The Rainforest Alliance, an 
international non-governmental orga-
nization (NGO) that works globally 
in sustainable agriculture, sustainable 
forestry, and climate change. The 
Alliance’s goal is to help farmers and 
communities improve their practices 
so that they are simultaneously in-
creasing their incomes while preserv-
ing natural resources. 

Meghan’s main focus is business 
development with government donors 
(USAID, the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank, the United Nations, 
the Millennium Challenge Corpora-
tion, European governments, etc.)  
in West Africa and Asia. She is  
working on issues such as palm  
oil, cocoa, community forestry,  
climate resilience, and natural  
resource management. 

“Through high school and col-
lege I was interested in issues related 
to global social responsibility, and the 
idea that we should all contribute in 
some way to leaving the world a little 
better than when we came,” she said.  
“People that work at NGOs frequent-
ly call it ‘winning the birth lottery’ 
and recognizing that we are inher-
ently lucky simply because of when, 
where and to whom we are born. 
Because of that, I gravitated towards 
international NGOs and wanting to 
work in a field that has impact where 
it’s needed most. Working at an NGO 
like Rainforest Alliance actually 
makes me feel a little bit like I’ve 

gone back home [to Oregon] because 
everyone understands the importance 
of environmental stewardship and 
service towards a greater good.” 

Marist wasn’t all study for the 
three sisters. Tennis, track and field, 
retreat team, and student council 
provided a counterpoint to academics. 
Memories include the camaraderie 

among the students, Father Vincent 
Benoit, O.P. saying Mass on retreats, 
the flooded courtyard in winter, and 
Godspell songs “hard-wired” into  
their heads.

The spiritual aspect of Marist 
was significant as well and  
resonates still. 

“Marist definitely helped solidify 
a moral center for me,” said Norine. 
“The understanding that individuals 
may have different beliefs or means 
of living and the absolute right to do 
so, does not change that there is right 
and there is evil in the world. My 
work in ethics is an extension of sup-
porting patients’ ability to make their 
own choices about healthcare and the 
dying process, but also protecting the 
profession of medicine from crossing  
ethical lines.”  

Marist’s emphasis on faith, but 
openness to other points of view, 
was important too. Mary Elizabeth 
said, “After living in a country where 
Christians were discriminated against 
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“Through high school 
and college I was  

interested in issues  
related to global social 
responsibility, and the 
idea that we should all 
contribute in some way  

to leaving the world  
a little better than  
when we came.”

- Meghan Madden '01



and often subject to violence, I ap-
preciate even more the freedom we 
have in the United States to worship 
as we wish.” 

The sisters had lived no more 
than a half-hour’s drive from each 
other until Mary Elizabeth moved to 
Turkey for her most recent assign-
ment. They are always close in heart 
and spirit and never far from the 
thoughts of their proud parents – their 
father John and their mother Norine, 
who shares her name with her  
eldest daughter.

“Norine works to save lives, 
Mary Elizabeth works to save the 
peace, Meghan works to save the 
planet,” said their mother. “They 
never were competitive with each 
other. They’ve all chosen different 
directions, but they all are  

important directions.” 
Many bright young men and 

women are drawn to careers in 
medicine or government or business 
and do good work. These sisters have 
sought particularly unique opportuni-
ties to serve, honing their talents to 
have the greatest positive effect on 
our world. From identical paths in  
elementary and high school, these 
three young women have chosen 
roads less traveled.  

And they are making all  
the difference. 
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The Marist Foundation 
Suzanne Graf 
sgraf@marisths.org 
541-681-5460

Every Gift Creates a Story
Have you considered including Marist in 
your will? A planned gift is a meaningful way 
to make an impact on future generations 
and leave a  legacy – one that will touch the 
lives of countless students and spark their 
unique Marist story. 

Planned gifts ensure that financial resources 
will be available to support Marist well into 
the future. Invest in Marist with a planned 
gift and join these founding members of 
Marist’s Legacy Society:

Jon & Terri Anderson
Father David Cullings
Vicky Hanson
Tony Huck
Ben Salm '77

If you have already made provisions for 
Marist in your will, wish to explore options 
for making a planned gift, or are interested 
in taking the next step and join the Legacy 
Society, please contact us today.

“Norine works to save 
lives, Mary Elizabeth 

works to save the 
peace, Meghan works 

to save the planet.”
- Norine Madden, mother
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CAMPUS NOTES

For a child who is homeless, in foster 
care, neglected or living in poverty, life 
can be transient and disorienting. Bags 
of Love, a local non-profit, works to 
provide bags filled with toys, toiletries, 
handmade blankets and other goodies to 
ease the transition for these children in 
Lane County.

Each December, Bags of Love takes 
inventory of all the items and when 
Annette Breiske, the production manager, 
saw the amount of work ahead of her, 
she contacted Terri Simons, a former 
Marist parent and current Bags of Love 
volunteer, who reached out to Marist 
Christian Service Coordinator Julie 
Ferrari for help. Ferrari then turned to 
head boys basketball coach Bart Pollard, 
who was glad to have his players help 
with the project. So, just a few days after 

Christmas they spent two hours at the 
Bags of Love warehouse moving and 
weighing the bags. 

“I think it is important to get 
together the team to do more than just 
play basketball so that we can build 
relationships and make our team closer. 
I also like the idea that our team does 
service for others. We ask our community 
to support us and we can support our 
community in numerous ways as well,” 
Pollard said.

Before Christmas Break, two service 
opportunities involved the whole school. 
In December, in the midst of an ice 
storm, fallen trees, and an unlit Marist 
High School due to a power outage, staff 
members assisted Catholic Community 
Services (CCS) in loading the gifts that 
had been collected in theology classes 

for the Advent Angel Project that helps 
CCS provide both need and want-based 
gifts for families. Ferrari commented it 
was unfortunate that students could not 
help send off the gifts because it is “cool 
to see it come together,” but the overall 
atmosphere of collection was positive  
and uplifting. 

In November, what began as an annual 
Thanksgiving quarter drive years ago 
has now evolved into the annual Five 
for the Feast fundraiser that has raised at 
least $1,000 every year for the Eugene 
Mission. This year however, community 
members outside of the students and staff 
were asked to help, and the result was 
$3,580 raised for the Eugene Mission to 
provide Thanksgiving meals.

Senior Maya Dotson was recognized 
as Eugene’s Future First Citizen in honor 
of her work in the Eugene community 
this January at the Eugene Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s 63rd Annual Celebration 
of Business. Dotson is a founding mem-
ber of the 15th Night Initiative in Eugene, 
a group that works to prevent homeless-
ness and help youth in Eugene. It is said  
that if a teen is on the streets for more 
than 14 days, the odds of them staying 
homeless increases. 

At Marist, Dotson is co-president 
of the school’s chapter of the National 
Honor Society, co-captain of the speech 
and debate team, an editor for The Spar-
tan Spear newspaper, and a member of 
the Youth Ending Slavery club. 

Additionally, Dotson is a member 

of the Girl Scouts and she volunteers at 
Holly Residential, a home for mentally 
and/or physically disabled adults. 

“The fact that she had so many things 
outside of school really gave her applica-
tion a lot of strength,” said Marist coun-
selor Jerry Ragan. Dotson is Marist’s first 
Future First Citizen recipient since Kyle 
Weza '02 won the award 16 years ago. 

At the Chamber of Commerce  
ceremony, the Future First Citizen nomi-
nees from each of the city’s high schools 
were featured in a video that highlighted 
their accomplishments. When asked 
about her future plans, Dotson said she 
hopes to major in political science and 
“really make a difference for  
people nationwide.”

Senior Maya Dotson accepts her Future First Citizen 
award at the Hilton, during the Chamber of Commerce 
Celebration of Business in January.

Giving Time, Talent and Treasure through the Holidays

Dotson Named Future First Citizen
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The boys basketball team helps Bags of Love inventory their warehouse over the Christmas holidays.
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CAMPUS NOTES

Model United Nations, a club that has 
been absent for years, was reintroduced 
to students this fall to explore the com-
plexities of international diplomacy. 

For almost 100 years, this worldwide 
organization has introduced teen students 
to discussion topics such as security, 
environmental policy, health and a host 
of others. 

History teacher Jon Nuxoll will lead 
the Marist group as they prepare to act as 
delegates for the Czech Republic at this 
year’s statewide conference to be held at 

the Hult Center in April. To prepare for 
the event, each club member will pick a 
topic of interest and compose a position 
paper that outlines his or her stance on 
their chosen topic relating to Czechoslo-
vakian diplomacy. 

At the April conference, club members 
will meet in a number of committees 
based on their chosen paper topic. “I’m 
really looking forward to the confer-
ence,” Louie said. “It’s a great learning 
experience, but more than anything it’s 
just tons of fun.”

Sophomore Tess 
Louie and  
history teacher 
Jon Nuxoll  
organize the 
Model United 
Nations together.Principal Stacey Baker shares with senior Angela 

Agnew the news of her being named a National 
Merit Scholar Finalist.

Senior Bryn 
Garland 
performs with 
the a cap-
pella group 
Synergy at 
the ICHSA 
regional 
semifinals 
competition 
in January.

A Cappella Champions

Model UN Returns to MaristNational Merit Finalist

Two Marist seniors will be headed to 
New York City this April for the Interna-
tional Championship of High School A  
Cappella Finals in New York City. Senior 
Bryn Garland belongs to an all-female 
group, Synergy, which took 1st place at 
ICHSA Northwest Semifinals in Tualatin, 
Oregon this January and Jack McGaughey is 
a member of the all-male group, Some Cool 
Guys, who took 3rd. Both groups are a part 
of the Oregon Children's Choir. Some Cool 
Guys is hoping for a Wild Card to compete 
in the finals but will go either way to  
support their friends in Synergy. 

This February, senior Angela Agnew 
was recognized as a National Merit 
Scholar Finalist. Out of the original 1.6 
million entrants Agnew is one of 15,000 
finalists being considered for a Merit 
Scholarship award. The scholarship win-
ners are chosen from the finalist group 
based on their abilities, skills and accom-
plishments. Agnew will find out in March 
if she is one of the 7,500 finalists who 
will receive a Merit Scholarship award.
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The Mr. Spartan baby-saving 
season is in full swing again, now in 
its 23rd year at Marist, raising money 
for the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
at Riverbend Medical Center. The 
team will soon be sending out letters 
to friends and loved ones and coming 

up with crazy and fun fundraisers to 
help them meet their larger goal of 
raising as much money as possible for 
premature babies. The three-month 
fundraiser concludes with the highly 
anticipated Mr. Spartan Pageant on 
Saturday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Spartan Program Begins 23rd Season

The 2017 Mr. Spartan Team. Front Row: Rachel Larsen, Noel Balderston, Lauren Martin, Emma 
Duvall, Ellie Cross, Alexa Gennarelli, Jasmine Doremus, Ashton Stowell and Brennan Franssen. 
Middle Row: Ashley Alldridge, Dale Helvoigt, Ben Thompson, Olivia Franssen, Kamryn Large, 
Marcus Lydon, Andrew Meyers, Ian Skaggs, and Joska Fischer. Back Row: Maya Dotson, Taylor 
Gibson, Brittan Silver, Soren Andersen, Jack McGaughey, Devin Miller and Nick Olmos.



24    MARIST MAGAZINE

The Marist girls swim team aimed 
high and ended their season with a 5th 
place state trophy. Seven girls and two 
boys competed at the OSAA state meet 
in February. The girls placed 5th or 
higher in all three relays and set a new 
school record with their 3rd place fin-
ish in the 400 free relay with a time of 
3:41.08. Senior Rachel Larsen and fresh-
man Lauren Barry both competed in two 
relays and two individual events. Barry 
was 2nd in the 100 breaststroke and 4th 
in the 50 free. Larsen took 3rd in the 100 
free and 6th in the 200 free. For the boys 
team, senior Ben Thompson placed 2nd 
in the 100 breaststroke at the state meet. 

The varsity girls basketball team 
is having a successful season with a 
young and talented team. They were the 
Midwestern League Champions and are 
ranked 4th in the state with high hopes 
of making it deep into state tournament 
play March 8-10. Recently, the team suf-
fered the loss of their beloved assistant 
coach, Billy Lein, who had been a part 
of the girls basketball program for the 
last six years. 

The boys basketball team finished 
league play 4th in the Midwestern 
League and finished their season at home 
in late February with loss to Silverton in 
an OSAA play-in game. 

Winter Sports

For the Love of the Game

Marist Hits the Slopes

Over the past few years senior Jack 
Geisler has played hockey for the 
Eugene Generals who, by the way, are 
in prime position to win the Pacific 
Division in the junior division of the 
United States Premiere Hockey League. 
He plays on a team of players between 
the ages of 16 and 20 and travels most 
weekends – which means lots of school 
to make up in order to maintain his 
grades. Geisler hopes to continue  
playing hockey, the game he’s been 
“hooked” on since the second grade,  
in college.

For the first time, Marist has a ski 
team - not just a club. Eight Marist 
students competed in both slalom and 
giant slalom races on Saturdays at Mt. 
Bachelor hosted by the Oregon School 
Ski Association. The four Marist boys 
and the four Marist girls practiced with 
other skiers from the Eugene/Springfield 
area, but competed for Marist on the 
weekends. The season culminated with 
championship races on March 3-4. The 
boys finished the season with a 4th place 
trophy and the girls brought home a 5th 
place trophy.

Jack Geisler follows the puck down the ice rink at 
a Eugene Generals hockey game. 

Freshman Ellie Gonyea works her way down the 
course in a slalom race at Mt. Bachelor this winter.

Senior Ben 
Thompson 
swims to a 
first place 
finish in the 
100 breast-
stroke at the 
Midwestern 
District 
Meet in 
Springfield 
in mid Feb-
ruary.

Sophomore 
David Mora-
Flores '19 
shares his 
gratitude  at 
the Presi-
dent's Donor 
Reception in 
November 
for those 
who share 
their gifts 
with Marist 
to help keep 
it accessible 
for all.

In November, sophomore David 
Mora-Flores and junior Grace Gibson 
attended the President's Donor Recep-
tion as representatives of all Marist 
students who benefit from the generosity 
of Marist supporters. 

Both students shared with the crowd 

of 75 attendees why they are grateful  
for Marist and how the school makes a 
difference in each of their lives. 

The reception was held at the home 
of Andy and Donna Moore who are 
freshman parents. Donna is a current 
school board member. 

Students Express Gratitude to Donors
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class notes
1990s 

Chelsea and Cort Brazelton '99 and 
3-year-old Rhys welcomed a new 
baby girl, Colette McKenzie Grace,                
in September.
2000s 
Steven Roelofs '00 graduated from 
Pacific University in August 2016, with a 
Doctorate in Audiology. He has accepted 
the position of Director of Hearing at My 
Hearing Centers in Eugene. He and his 
wife Ashley have two sons: Macallister, 
4, and Douglas, 1.
Oliver Schweizer '01 and his fiancée 
Caitlin will be married in May in Cold 
Spring, N.Y. Oliver is working as a Vice 
President of Strategic Financial Crimes 
Compliance with Regions Bank in 
Birmingham, Alabama.

Amelie (Brazelton) Aust '02 and Borris 
Aust had a baby boy, Jan Oliver, in 
October. He joins big brother Marco.

Chris Hendrix '02 and Amy (Stevely) 
Hendrix '03 welcomed baby Camden 
Knox on August 31, 2016. He joins big 
brother Max. 

Correction from our last issue: 
We incorrectly stated that Alexandra 
Murphy '03 wed Michael Hermes. 
Alexandra Murphy '03 wed Matthew 
Hermes on May 6, 2016. We apologize 
for the inaccuracy. 

Attention, Amazing Alumni!
Let's talk about YOU!
How's life been since high school? 
Have you ... Advanced your degree? 
Started a new career? Gotten married? 
Had children or grandchildren? Crossed 
something off your Bucket List?
Send alumni@marisths.org
any news, updates or accomplishments 
so we can celebrate you in our 
magazine!

Are you planning a reunion?
Contact us at alumni@marisths.org

Katelyn (O’Hara) Clark '03 and Tyler 
Clark '03 have moved back to Eugene. 
Katelyn is a general and trauma surgeon 
at River Bend, and Tyler, DMD, is 
working at O’Hara Dental. Daughter 
Lily, 6, is attending O’Hara Catholic 
School and so will son Hayden, 2. 

Megan and Nick Balthrop '07 had a 
baby boy, Olson Lee, last summer. 

Rachel (Houston) Kerns '08 and 
Connor Kerns '08 had a baby girl, 
Audrey Ellen, on October 16. Audrey 
is granddaughter to Pete '79 and Joan 
(Meagher) Kerns '79, and niece to Erin 
Kerns '09 and John Kerns '15. 

Bryant King '09 was recently featured 
in an ESPN segment for the Big West 
Conference. Bryant  is on the coaching 
staff for Long Beach State University’s 
men’s basketball team. 

Kayla Braud '09 and David Berney '08 
will be married on August 18, 2017. 
2010s 
Jerry Rouleau '11 and Madison Hiday 
'11 will be married this summer at The 
Grotto in Portland, Ore.
Taylor Harwood '11 was 
recently named a 2017 
Marshall Scholar. This 
prestigious scholarship  
is awarded by the 
British Government and 
will fund two years of study at King's 
College in London. She will be earning 
a master's degree in history and digital 
archiving. Taylor graduated summa cum 
laude with a double major in English and 
history from St. Catherine's in 2015.
Sam Krier '12 graduated from Linfield 
in May and has moved back to  
Eugene to open up a State Farm 
Insurance Agency. 
Julie Grimes '12 
recently graduated from 
Oregon State University 
with a degree in speech 
communication, and is 
beginning a real estate 
career with Re/Max Integrity in Eugene. 
Grimes is also coaching a local youth 
basketball team. 
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Many gave thanks for the invitation to stroll down memory 
lane. Thank you for sharing! Below are just a few replies:

Br. Anthony Iazzetti, 
F.M.S., principal at 
the time, christens 
freshmen Billy 
Nugent '78 and 
Myrna Davis '78 
long before the 
tradition morphed 
into the Kissing of 
the "M." (Published 
on p.5 of the 1974-
75 yearbook.)

Caitlin (Delgato) 
Breitenstein '06, Eric 

Breitenstein '06, Jennifer 
Mosier '06, Ariana Landeros 

'06 and Haylee Pierce '06  
gather at Marist for their 10-

year reunion in September.

< If you know who our mystery alumni and staff in this photo are, 
or if this photo brings back a memory you would like to share, 
please tell us your stories by emailing them to 
alumni@marisths.org.

Class of 1967 – 50 Years
The St. Francis class of 1967 will be 
celebrating their 50th reunion this August 
11-12, 2017. For details, contact Joe 
Harbert '67 (harbert5708@comcast.net). 
Classes of 1977 and 1982 – 
40 and 35 Years
The classes of 1977 and 1982 will both 
be celebrating reunions on August 18-20, 
2017. On Friday, the Class of '77 will 
meet at 6 p.m. at Marist for snacks and 
beverages. On Saturday at 5 p.m., dinner 
is planned for each class at Mac's at the 
Vet Club. The class of '77 will meet in the 
restaurant and the class of '82 in the event 
room. Sunday will conclude at Marist 
with a Mass for all, celebrated by Fr. John 
Kerns '77, and a bring-your-own-picnic 
lunch. For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Pat McCallum '77 
(pat@macseugenecatering.com) 
or Roberta (Palmer) Kellis '82 
(grkellis@gmail.com).

Class of 2006               
– 10 Years
The class of 2006 got 
together to celebrate 
their 10 year reunion 
in September. 
Members of the class 
took a tour of Marist to 
see what has changed, 
and a larger group got 
together for a Duck 
football tailgater the 
next day. The reunion 
weekend was led by 
Emily Gillespie '06 
and Matt Frosland '06. 

“To all my classmates from Marist. Greetings from Atlanta, Georgia. 
And thanks for sending the latest issue of Marist Magazine. I really 
appreciate reading about all that's going on. It's been too long since 
I had contact with many of you, and was pleasantly reminded of the 
good old days after seeing our freshman class 'baptism' photo in the 
recent issue. Happy Thanksgiving. (That's me, third from the left, 
hands on hips feeling like I'm not so sure that dunking thing is such 
a good idea.)” – Paul Morris, '78 

“The picture includes Brother Anthony, Myrna Davis 
and myself, Bill Nugent. Myrna and I were picked for 
friendliest freshmen and we were 'baptized' first. The 
beginning of a great four years.” – Bill Nugent '78
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Thomas Fogerty passed away September 
23, 2016. He is survived by his wife 
Shirley, three children including 
Terie (Fogarty) Stephenson '82, five 
grandchildren, four siblings and many 
nieces and nephews.
Diane (Tebbs) Underwood '57 passed 
away September 25, 2016. She is 
survived by two daughters, two sons and 
eight grandchildren. 
Charles Bryant passed away September 
26, 2016. He is survived by his former 
wife, Naomi Ellington, four children, 
and seven grandchildren including 
Madisyn Bryant '16.  
Tate Johnson passed away September 
27, 2016. He is survived by his mother 
Norma and stepfather Gino Barbisan 
'57, his father and stepmother, a sister,  
a stepbrother and four nieces  
and nephews.
Robert Honochick passed away October 
1, 2016. He is survived by his wife 
Becky, his sister, four sons, including 
Nick Honochick '87, five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by one son.
Robert Lady passed away October 6, 
2016. He is survived by his wife Sherry, 
two sisters, two children including  
Jeff Lady '80, 11 grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren and 18 nieces  
and nephews. 
Mary (Koffler) Kokkeler passed away 
October 18, 2016. She was preceded 
in death by her husband and four 
siblings as well as five infant siblings. 
She is survived by her sisters, Vangie 
Andreason '50 and Rosie (Koffler) 
Andreason '54, two children, many 
nieces and nephews including Steve 
Andreason '71, Karlene (Andreason) 
Norby '72, Stacey (Andreason) Harper  
'76, Suzanne (Andreason) Boone '77,  
Lisa (Andreason) Miller '80, three  
grandchildren and six  
great-grandchildren. 

Maurice "Bud" Vitus, Jr. passed away 
October 22, 2016. He was preceded in 
death by his wife Felicia. He is survived 
by his brother, seven children including 
David Vitus '62 and Stephen Vitus '64, 
and Kathleen (Vitus) Baxtrom who 
attended St. Francis, as well as many 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and 
cousins, including Joyce (Dailey) Vitus 
'51, Troy and Annie (Schueller) Vitus 
'85 and their daughters Emily Vitus '15 
and Caitlin Vitus '18.
Kenneth Rodakowski passed away 
October 24, 2016. He is survived by his 
wife Gloria (Jacobs) Rodakowski '62, 
three children and two grandchildren. 
Cecelia “Cece” Romania passed away 
November 4, 2016. She was preceded 
in death by her husband Joe. She is 
survived by her children Steve Romania 
'72, Cindi Romania '74, Jody Romania 
'76 and Sheila Romania '83 and 
grandson Ryan Romania '08.
Lois Mears passed away November 4, 
2016. She is survived by her daughter 
and three grandchildren, including Katie 
(Saltmarsh) Zoumboukos '02 and her 
husband, Peter Zoumboukos '98. 
Lillian Smoluch passed away November 
14, 2016. She is survived by her son, 
Leslie Smoluch, M.D., grandchildren 
Brian Smoluch '90 and Michelle 
(Smoluch) Housel M.D.'92, and five 
great-grandchildren.  
Daniel Lockhart passed away November 
20, 2016. He is survived by his 
wife Marjorie, his son Keith, three 
grandchildren including Craig Lockhart 
'97 and Daren Lockhart '00 and two 
great-grandchildren. 
Gregg Helms passed away November 
22, 2016. He is survived by his  
wife Marilyn and four children, 
including Jordan Helms '04, and  
five grandchildren. 
Michael “Mick” Maher '61 passed 
away on December 11, 2016. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and one 
sister. He is survived by his former wife 
Carole and children Patrick Maher '84, 
Erinn Maher '88 and Molly Maher '92; 
and siblings Dick Maher '59 and Terry, 
Thom and Vonnie who attended Marist. 
Bruce Kelley passed away on December 
15, 2016. He is survived by his wife 

Myma and two sons, including Allen 
Kelley '07.
William "Billy" Anthony Lein passed 
away on February 2, 2017. Billy is 
survived by his wife, his father, two 
brothers, seven daughters, and 19 
grandchildren. Billy was a current 
assistant coach for the Marist girls 
basketball team. 
Will Manstrom-Greening '17 passed 
away on February 14, 2017. He is 
survived by two parents and four siblings. 
Will was a Marist student who loved 
chess and running and was a part of both 
the varsity cross country and track and 
field teams.

In memoriam

Remembering Loved Ones
If you know of an alumnus, 
family of an alumnus, or friend
of Marist who is in need of 
prayers due to the passing of a
loved one, please let us help.
Email rlarson@marisths.org.

Although care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy, completeness 
and reliability of the information 
provided, we are sometimes incorrect. 
If any information in this publication 
is inaccurate, please let us know at 
alumni@marisths.org.

Scholarships from the Marist 
Foundation help students receive  
the highest quality, faith-based 
college prep high school education 
in our community. 

We are pleased to announce 
that $17,155 has been raised for 
the Bernie Conklin Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. An additional 
$7,845 is needed to fully fund this 
scholarship. 

If you'd like to contribute to this 
effort, please donate online or send a 
check with a note indicating “Bernie 
Conklin Memorial Scholarship” to:

Marist Foundation 
1900 Kingsley Road 
Eugene, OR 97401
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Most families today are rather small. What's 
it like being the seventh child in a family of 
10? [Mike Starr '55, Rick Starr '56, Shannon 
(Starr) Seven '61, Shelley Starr '65, Paul 
Starr, Dan Starr '69, Jeremy Starr '71, Katie 
(Starr) Dwight '73, Tom Starr '75, Kim Starr-
Pfau '77]

It’s a blessing. To be able to have a large, 
loving family is a wonderful opportunity for our 
own children and our grandchildren. I value it 
very, very much.

You’ve been in the real estate business for 
31 years and are a principal broker with 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices. How 
did you choose your career and how does 
Washington, D.C. come into the picture? 

In 1986, the real estate market was beginning 
an upswing and it was a perfect time to enter 
a new career in what was becoming a vibrant 
market. From the start, I was aware that we 
are the voice of real estate and it is incumbent 
on realtors to protect private property rights 
and keep home ownership affordable for 
those fortunate enough to be able to purchase 
a home. To do this, we need to be effective 
in lobbying from a grassroots perspective. 
Realtors are in a unique position to bring 
legislation to Congress that garners support 
from both Democrats and Republicans. I’ve 
been a federal political coordinator for over 20 
years for the National Association of Realtors. 

You served on the first school board 
established in 1989 by Brother John 
Cummings, and served several terms as a 
Foundation board member for more than 

15 years, so you know how important 
scholarships are to keeping Marist 
accessible, but what prompted you and your 
family to set up the Jack Starr Memorial 
Scholarship in honor of your father? 

Catholic education created a bedrock of 
Christian values I’ve used throughout my life. 
When I need to reflect and refocus about where 
I am in life and where I want to go, I use that 
bedrock to help me make the right decision. 
It was obvious to all my brothers and sisters 
what an impact Catholic education had on us. 
We knew my father would be proud to have a 
scholarship in his name to help kids who might 
not be able to attend Marist. 

You’re a '71 alum, have been married to Debi 
for 30 plus years and have two children 
who graduated from Marist, Jade '92 and 
Kim '03. What are some of your best Marist 
memories?

Some of my best memories are sports activities 
[basketball and baseball] and the friendships 
that began at Marist and are still very active 
and valued today. [Laughing] A lot of the things 
I did as a student I probably wouldn’t approve 
of as a parent!

Do you have any messages for the Marist 
community? 

We’re only as strong as our supporters. Marist 
is a critical and vibrant piece of our community 
which needs to continue to grow and stay 
vibrant. It takes all of us contributing to help us 
do that. Give what you can to the Foundation 
and school and support Marist in any way  
you can.

Jeremy Starr '71
 answers five questions in five minutesTA
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(middle) and his 
wife. Debi Starr, 

are joined by 
their son Jade 

Starr '92 and two 
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A SPECTACULAR EVENING AWAITS ...

MARIST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL        1900 KINGSLEY ROAD, EUGENE, OR 97401        541-681-5497
AUCTION.MARISTHS.ORG        TAX ID: 93-1189917

46TH ANNUAL MARIST AUCTION

A NIGHT ON

SANTORINI

Santorini will be your destination on May 6 for 
the 46th annual Marist Auction – our largest 
fundraiser and most important community-building 
event of the year. 
Make plans to spend A Night on Santorini. Travel 
along with auction chairs Molly Elder and Ashley 
Hope Elder '08 as their talented group of volunteers 
create a vision of this spectacular Greek island that 
will enchant and inspire.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to be a part of 
the fun and help make a difference for our students.

MAKE THIS A RECORD-SETTING EVENT!
• Purchase tickets and attend
• Sponsor a Patron Table
• Make a donation

SANTORINI BECKONS
MAY 6, 2017

BUY TICKETS TODAY!
541 .681 .5497 

auction.marisths.org

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2017
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Parents of Alumni  
Please help us by updating your child's contact information so we can send them 
the Marist Magazine and class reunion information. Visit our website to fill out our 
easy online form at marisths.org/update-alumni-information. Thank you!

 Please save these dates and join us! 

 APRIL
 7 Friday Lenten Mass at 8 a.m. in the 

school cafeteria
 8 Mr. Spartan Pageant at 7 p.m. in 

the Marist gym 

 MAY
 6 46th Annual Marist Auction
 10 Founder's Day Mass at 11:05 a.m. 

in the Marist courtyard
 12, 13, 19, 20 Marist theatre presents Shrek The 

Musical at 7:30 p.m. in the Bob 
Devereaux Theatre

 24 MHS Academic Awards Ceremony 
at 9:27 a.m. in the Marist gym

 JUNE
 2 Senior Farewell Mass at 9:27 a.m. 

in the Marist gym
 9 Baccalaureate Mass at 7 p.m. at 

St. Paul Parish Church
 10 Graduation at 11 a.m. in the  

Marist gym

Annual Fund for Marist

$20,000 Matching Funds Challenge

The Joseph E. Weston Foundation is pleased to 

announce a dollar for dollar match, up to $20,000, 

for any donation received to the Annual Fund from 

NEW donors* in support of tuition assistance.

If you’ve considered a gift to Marist but have yet to 

do so, NOW is the time to make your first donation 

and double the impact. 

Thank you to the 285 donors who have already 

given to the Annual Fund – we are 78% toward 

raising $155,000. Help us exceed our goal and 

support every student at Marist with a gift today!

Every year. Every gift matters. 

Donate Today 

541.681.5470 or marisths.org

* Match applies to first-time donors to Marist who are alumni, alumni 

parents, or friends of Marist. Match excludes gifts from current parents.

Double Your Gift. Double Your Impact.


