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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

“Weird – how could I turn out better than my hero, my father?” 
Those were the words of a senior boy who sat in my office just this week, 

finished with his last AP Calculus exam. One more final left, Honors Economics,  
then graduation and on to Notre Dame University with a scholarship of over 
$50,000/a year.

“Open to all who want to come and work hard” are words that Marist – its 
Board of Directors, staff and administration – placed in the 2008 Strategic Plan 
as one of the pillars of our school. These words reflect the sincere and deeply 
held sentiment of our Marist community. This amazingly special high school 
experience should not be limited to only those students from families who can 
afford the cost of full tuition. Marist, as inspired by our faith and vision, is called 
to extend a heart, attitude and commitment to all students who are willing to 
embrace our mission and work hard.

The young man talking with me this week is the beneficiary of that 
pillar. His father and mother, both Catholic and humble, had approached 
Marist four years ago and asked for tuition assistance. Dad worked as a 
warehouse man and mom worked part-time in a minimum wage job and 
was more than willing to work in the Marist cafeteria. Their son wanted 
the exceptional education and the faith-centered atmosphere of Marist. 
He was also willing to work the lunch line.

“Willing to work hard.” He was the prime example, taking honors 
level classes after the first year. He reminded me, as he relaxed in my 
office, that we had cautioned him about overloading, about taking too 
tough a set of classes, when he began at Marist. By the time he finished 
he had taken every AP science class Marist offers: AP Calculus, AP 
Literature, Honors Economics, AP Government and more.     

His parents had paid partial tuition for four years at a level that was 
obviously stretching the budget for their family of four, but they had 
done so without a bit of complaint or hesitation. The senior reflected 
back to the time in his 8th grade year when he shadowed for a day and 
realized, “Marist was an unexpected opportunity for me and my family. 

I could have breezed by in my local school.” It was readily apparent that regular 
classes at Marist were equal to the “high academic” path he had thought he would 
take had he stayed in his neighborhood school.

What would he point to as one of the most important differences between 
Marist and his local school? “The teachers. Here at Marist, they are really 
passionate about their classes. My other teachers (in my old school) liked their 
students, no doubt, but the Marist teachers I’ve had are passionate about their 
classes, as well as liking their students.”

He quietly sat back, smiled and said, “My father and mother are really proud 
of me and what I’ve been able to receive at Marist.” He quickly added, as the 
memories of four years ago came flooding back, “I can totally remember my Dad 
saying when I started at Marist, ‘Son, I want you to be better than me.’”  

“That’s weird sounding, isn’t it?” he embarrassingly admitted. “My father is 
my hero, I really look up to him, and he wants me to be better.”  

I simply nodded my understanding and thought again about the gift that 
Marist is for our students and the pillar – “open to all who want to come and  
work hard.” 

Jay Conroy

Open to all who want to come and work hard
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ExCERpTs fROm  
THE COmmENCEmENT 

spEECH

Ryan Moser
Teacher of Physical Sciences,

Junior Men’s Encounter Moderator
and Assistant Volleyball Coach
at Marist Catholic High School

“The stories from the class of 
2014 that will stick with me forever 
are the times you were there for each 
other or there for me; unsung and 
humble are great descriptors of your 
class and so I think it is appropriate.   

I will never forget about the 
one of you who drove hundreds 
of miles through the night to be 
there for his best friend at a family 
funeral following a tragic accident; 
I will cherish the letter I received 
this winter saying that I had helped 
you become a stronger and more 
confident person through my 
classroom, and I didn’t even know 
that I had had an impact. I relish the 
Encounters I had with two of you 
who I had unexpected conversations 
with: one on a bus to St. Benedict’s 
and the other on the bike path one 
afternoon. I was reminded of the 
value of teammates from the one of 
you who filled a team need without 
knowing it, and it wasn’t while 
playing on the floor. I am a better 
person because of the conversation 
I had with one of you struggling to 
find self-forgiveness for a lapse in 
judgement. Perhaps most importantly, 
the one of you who came bouncing 
through the gym after Mass and 
asked if anyone ever thanked me for 
what I do around here: you had no 
idea the day I had been having. This 
is your true nature, you love each 
other and care for those around you 
no matter who they are. 

While academics may be 
important, the reason to attend 

Marist is for the spiritual side of 
the education. There will be a lot 
of focus on the academic awards, 
and I want to make sure to point out 
the more important side: who you 
become as people.  

Your Christian Service hours 
were about empathy and solidarity.  
Perhaps you do not have the power 
to single-handedly change an unjust 
system, but you have no excuse 
for not working toward a solution.  
These can be small or large actions. 
Maybe you buy clothes and products 
made by companies who do business 
in countries where people are paid 
a minimum wage for their time, not 
just where labor is the cheapest. You 
could keep consumerism in check by 
only buying what you need to remove 
the economic pressure we create 
that keeps such an unjust system 
in power. Most importantly you 
may choose to care about how your 
actions affect your global family.  
There are countless ways to show 
that you are not only academically 
prepared and morally strong, but 
also socially aware. At this time in 
your life you are in a unique position 
to make choices that can positively 
impact your community. You are at 
the time in your life to search for and 
find your vocation.

Vocation means finding your 
niche in life that both completes 
you spiritually and helps you fit into 
the world around you. This means 
choosing a career with purpose.  
How does what you plan to do with 
the rest of your life help you to act 
justly, love tenderly and walk humbly 
with your God and humanity, the 
reflection of God itself? We taught 
you science, literature, history, 
languages and athletics, but we 
also taught you how to be people 
of integrity. I created a small card 
and placed it on your chair with a 
quote from Maya Angelou whose 

dedication to the ideal of love of 
others will live on in you if you 
remember what she said, “While I 
know myself as a creation of God, 
I am also obligated to realize and 
remember that everyone else and 
everything else are also God’s 
creation.” I know that all of this 
seems to be far off in the future.  
You may have school to complete, 
a career to get started and later a 
family to raise. But remember that 
time passes quickly and that all the 
while this is happening you may 
become affluent both spiritually and 
financially and forget your less-
fortunate neighbors. For this reason 
it is never too early to examine your 
life’s vocation.”

ExCERpTs fROm  
sTudENT spEECHEs

Olivia Del Guercio
Valedictorian

“Last week I was walking through 
the courtyard by myself. It was a 
beautiful day, but it was completely 
empty. And it made me think…what 
is this place without the people? I 
don’t know about you, but I could 
not have gotten through the rough 
times without help from my friends. 
We’ve all had horrible days, but the 
great thing about the people here is 
that even the most unexpected people 
are willing to help you out. One day 
I was crying in the parking lot, and 
a girl who I hardly knew came up to 
me, gave me a hug, and told me that 
I was strong – that is Marist. We help 
people who need help. You can say 
you are called, or that it’s a duty, or 
a mission, but I think that it just is. 
That’s just what we do. Inexplicable 
acts of sincere kindness that are 
not bound by cliques. And that’s a 
powerful thing. Mr. Oldham said, 
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Angela Fuchs and Corynna Parks, 2014 Salutatorian, embrace after receiving their diplomas.
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Olivia Del Guercio speaks to the crowd as the 
2014 Valedictorian.

Ryan Moser, Marist Science teacher, addresses the class of 2014 as the student-nominated faculty speaker.
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Ben Schepergerdes and Garrett Stollar, student-nominated speakers.
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Seniors laugh at Anthony Finn's antics during 
Principal Jay Conroy's speech.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 V
ic

to
ria

 R
ic

ha
rd

s '
15



6    MARIST MAGAZINE6    MARIST MAGAZINE

in high school, “You thought you 
were just going to school when really 
you’ve been living.” High school was 
never really about school. All it is is 
life. And it is for all of us to take the 
beauty and the thoughtfulness and 
apply it in ways that are meaningful.

In America, even those with 
good intentions can be convinced 
that we can consume our way to 
sustainability. It’s like buying a pair 
of Jordan’s to jump higher; like 
buying a new notebook to make 
you a better student; like buying a 
hybrid to save the polar bears. Of 
course these things help, but what 
really provokes major change is 
action. It’s working out every day to 
improve your vert. It’s studying. It’s 
riding your bike or taking the bus. 
This fuzzy line between meaningful 
actions and empty consumerism can 
be pessimistic, but we have the power 
to break through it. We exhibit this 
every time we go out of our way to 
make someone’s day. When we do 
these things, we part the grey clouds 
of meaninglessness and reveal light 
and change and beauty.

So take the kindness and 
compassion you have experienced 
here and look ahead. What is this 
place without the people? You are 
one of the people. You can bring as 
little or as much of Marist with you 
wherever you go.”

Student-Nominated Speakers,  
Ben Schepergerdes and  

Garrett Stollar

“It may not be today or tomorrow, 
or even a year from now, but at some  
point in each of our lives we will 
come to see how much we miss 
Marist. Truthfully, the reason why we 
may poke so much fun at Marist is 
because we really wouldn’t have had 
it any other way. Marist is a blessing. 
From the teachers and staff to the 
parents and students, it is evident that 
Marist is a special place.” 
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Clark Morton with statue for which he modeled.
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Seniors respond to questions during Principal Jay Conroy's speech.

Rose Cully hugs teacher June Miller in the hug 
line, a tradition at Marist.
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Dustyn Smith after receiving his diploma. Karlin Andersen, Katie Tarrant and Kriscia Rivas

Shoshanna Hwang and Harry Zhao sing a 
touching rendition of “The Benediction Song”.
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Marist’s Christian Service Program 
moves the classroom discussion of 
the personal and social components 
of Christian lifestyle into real life 
instances of service and ministry. 
Students are directed to service 
projects that promote works for 
justice and peace.
A minimum of 65 hours of Christian 
Service is required of all graduates  
of Marist. In this article, five Marist  
seniors reflect on the many ways 
their awareness of themselves, 
life, community, or the world was 
changed by their service.

I went with Stove Team International 
to Honduras to give stoves to people 
who would otherwise have open 
fires in their homes. Another service 
project I liked was collecting books 
for kids in a women and children’s 
shelter. I see the service work I have 
done to help others has mostly helped 
me. The thing I noticed in the people 
was that they were still happy even 
though their lives were hard and they 
didn’t have much. In everything I 
did, I could see Christ as the people 
that I was helping. If the Savior stood 
beside me while I was doing this 
service, I bet he would be working 
with me. I think I have learned many 
lessons on how to love others.

I chose to work for abandoned, 
abused, and neglected kids. I hoped 
to serve as a reflector of God’s love 
and grace. I came to see that their 
greatest need was simply to have 
some company, someone who cared 
about them and was willing to spend 
time with them and invest in them.
There was one person in particular 
whose spirit of commitment and 
humility not only inspired me to 
complete my service for her with 
vigor, but it also taught me that 

strength and dedication are in no way 
surface deep. A little task can most 
definitely make a marked difference 
in the lives of the vulnerable. I 
had spent so much of my free time 
consumed by video games, weight 
lifting, and other activities with little 
to no positive yield for the world. I 
realized that time spent to improve 
one’s own life will always be less 
valuable and important than time 
spent serving another person. That is 
just the way God built people.
The Holy Spirit is so beautiful. It 
empowers the weak and works from 
the bottom up in its pursuit to end  
the injustices which grip the world.  
I see myself as part of the change  
for the good and plan on continuing 
my service.

I served on the Mexico Mission Trip 
with First Baptist Church. I also 
volunteered in various community 
service outlets such as Hosea Youth 
Services, Project Hope, Cascade 
Manor, and the Summer Olympics.  
I served people of a different culture, 
homeless teens, families in need, the 
elderly, and people with disabilities.  
I came to see that the greatest need 
was love and attention, the feeling 
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that somebody out there cared. This 
is an issue of peace and justice, peace 
within every community and the 
justice that their needs must be met.
Before my service experience, I did 
not think about the needs of others 
beyond my immediate bubble, which 
consisted mainly of myself. I had  
no idea of how real the needs of 
others were. 
Through my service, I gained a 
greater appreciation for the things 
that I have. I realized how blessed 
I am to have a family that loves me 
and helps me, and blessed for things 
such as being able to preform day 
to day tasks for myself like take 
a shower or feed myself. I think 
of the old man who had no one to 
come visit him every week and sits 
alone in the lunch room. I think of 
the homeless teen eating dinner by 
herself at Hosea, all alone. I think 
of the little boy in Mexico who 
just wants to be loved. All of these 
people have shown me that I need 
to be grateful and that I need to use 
what I have been blessed with to 
bless others. I feel that in doing my 
service, I am showing God’s love to 
others as I have been called to do  
by God.
My heart hurts when I see suffering, 
and I want to respond to this feeling 
by doing my part to bring an end to 
suffering. In 5-10 years from now, 
I hope to be working in a business 
that saves families from poverty, 
women from abuse, and kids from 
abandonment. I am not too sure how 
exactly this will all come to pass, and 
I have no idea what God intends for 
my life in the future, but I know that 
if I continue to walk with Him and 
have faith in His love, He will lead 
me to my purpose.

I chose to do service in the Marist 
garden and a local community garden 
because hard work can greatly  
help others.
Through my service, I have changed 
from a person who once saw service 
as just service and nothing more, to 
a person who has an understanding 
of what it means to be a part of a 
community. In helping others, I was 

able to grasp what it means to serve 
myself, those around me, and God.
In my physical service in the gardens, 
I gradually understood that I was 
helping to grow food, which in turn 
was helping those who truly needed 
it. Having that motivation helped 
me to pick rocks out of the ground 
and move hundreds of pounds of 
leaves for hours on end. I wish I 
could directly help someone get the 
food they need. Seeing the look of 
happiness on their face would have 
been the metaphorical cherry on top.
I also served at an assisted living 
facility which launched me into the 
domain of what it means to serve 
others and myself on a mental level. I 
began to comprehend that the people 
there were profoundly impacted by 
me just being with them. A lot of the 
time, this made me incredibly sad as 
I was dealing with mentally disabled 
people who missed their families. It 
forced me to consider how I have the 
obligation and the duty to lift others 
up so they can solely live. Being 
overcome with these feelings helped 
me understand that when I serve, I 
do not just serve others, but also God 
and myself as well. Seeing the faces 
of the people light up when I started 
talking to them helped me realize 
the value everyone around me has. 
It is necessary for me to appreciate 
this value that people have and help 
others see the value they possess in 
themselves. Service work is integral 
in being one with my community and 
one with God. In recognizing that the 
small actions we all perform can have 
great impacts on the lives of others, 
we can comprehend how God intends  
us to serve Him and ourselves 
through coming to the aid of those  
in our community,
As my life goes on, I want to help 
people as much as possible so that  
they can live life to the fullest 
extent. I would like to think that in 
someway, by entering into the field 
of mechanical engineering, I will be 
able to serve others at least a little bit.

My service duty was to provide 
human interaction in a multitude  
of ways to those in nursing homes.

Before I began this project, I did 
not view the members of assisted 
living homes as people who were 
truly in need. I did not realize how 
less fortunate they are than us. 
My view has completely changed. 
My definition of “necessity” has 
drastically been altered. Many 
conditions that these people live in 
lead them to lack the human instinct 
to be passionate about life. A physical 
and emotional state of happiness that 
was once present has been erased 
because of the dullness that now 
drowns their day-to-day life.
I encountered an elderly woman 
who, every day, would take a seat by 
one of the large windows and wait. 
I noticed she looked very lonely 
and isolated. Her blank stare out the 
window made any communication 
difficult. She was waiting for her son 
to visit her and bring her some of her 
favorite flowers. After a conversation 
with a supervisor, I realized that 
her son was never going to come. I 
realized that necessity is truly when 
we are deprived of something that is 
vital to our being.
The lady that was waiting for her son 
soon found conversation with me and 
eventually participated in the social 
activities I helped organize.
In the future, I plan to make my 
career a significant part of my 
response to issues of justice in the 
world. I wish to study in the medical 
field and hope to help others by 
responding to their physical pain.  
I hope to become part of something 
greater than what I can do as an 
individual. I hope to work for a 
company that provides medical 
service to anyone in need, especially 
those who cannot pay for it or are  
too impoverished to seek help. 

If you ever get the opportunity to 
ask a Marist graduate about their 
Christian Service experience, please 
do. It may change your life in 
unexpected ways.
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What? Why? Who?  
A very generous anonymous 

supporter of Marist came to us over 
two years ago and asked, “What can 
I do to help Marist? My family has 
been blessed by Catholic education.  
My children graduated from here.  
I want to give something that  
speaks ‘Marist.’”

We formed a committee of staff, 
teachers and board members, which 
asked the fundamental question,  
“How can we greet students, staff, 
and guests coming on campus with 
a message that says, “This is Marist.  
Welcome!” That group worked, 
reflected, prayed, and came up with 
the concept of a bronze statuary. 
After extensive study and interviews, 
they selected an artist, Peter Helzer 
– a well-known sculptor who works 
extensively in bronze. The committee 
was very impressed by both his work 
and his heart.

Helzer’s work can be found 
throughout Oregon and the 
Northwest. He has sculpted Ken 
Kesey, a Eugene native and national 
author, reading to his children 
(downtown Eugene); Rosa Parks 
sitting on a memorable bus seat 
(Eugene transit mall); a ballet dancer 
(Eugene’s Hult Center); a memorial 
for Ken Kesey’s son (atop Mt. 
Pisquah, near Pleasant Hill); and 
many more pieces.  

Our committee spent many 
meetings working with Pete to 
adequately portray the emotion and 

spirituality that was to be captured 
in the work – concepts and ideas, 
miniature clay models, and then the 
actual statues. It’s taken a year to 
make these four life-size pieces. 

What does the art say?  
As with all art, it says what the 

artist and those who commissioned 
the art had in mind, and it also says 
what we, as individuals here at 
Marist, experience as we appreciate 
it. For us, let me tell you what the 
committee and artist were thinking.   
• It says, “This is Marist”, a 

community, not one individual 
perched on a pedestal, not a book 
or single artifact. The bronzes 
include a grouping of two students, 
a female teacher and a Marist 
brother representing all students, 
past, present and to come, all 
teachers, our founders of Marist, 
the Eugene community, and our 
priests, nuns and brothers.     

• It says “Community” as they 
are people working, interacting 
– maybe playing, but definitely 
sharing. They are focusing on 
each other, not a game or object, 
but each other. They invite the 
passerby to be a part of this scene, 
not an observer of a statue. We 
provided local quarry rock benches 
for all of us to sit on and be part of 
this community.

• It says “Faith”, not just a group of 
everyday people, but a group that 

has faith as a central part. Not a 
worship-piece to adore. You are 
part of them and they represent 
people who were here, are here, 
and will be in the years to come.  
They are engaged in learning, 
exchanging information, views, 
hopes or questions.

You might ask, “Where’s Christ?”  
Pete Helzer, the sculptor, told 

us early on, “I don’t do Christ.”  
Helzer is humble and his words were 
profound. He said, “To represent 
Christ (risen, as we know Him each 
day) is not to represent Him as a 
single body.” Instead, Helzer chose 
to focus his attention on our motto 
– “We Are One (in Christ)” – which 
he greatly admires. He seized on the 
idea shared by many of us in our 
brain-storming sessions that, “We are 
called to see Him in the hallways of 
Marist and in each other.”

So Christ is there. Some days 
it’s hard to “see” that piece of the 
art, that piece of our faith – but then 
we are invited to remember that 
He truly is there when two or more 
are “gathered in his name.” We are 
reminded of this as we see a location 
for us to sit and join this community.  
As we engage with our faith and 
community, He’s sitting there and 
He’s in each person.

The ending prayer 
As we give thanks for this 

statuary “community”, let us always 

New statues: 

School, Community and Faith

Founder’s Day Mass is an annual tradition at Marist. It is a time for the 
Marist community to pause and celebrate its rich past and its promising future. 
This year, Principal Jay Conroy focused his speech on the new statuary that 
captures the purpose and spirit of Catholic education that is Marist.
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remember – we are in the holy 
presence of God. 

We thank you for the blessing 
of Marist. Thank you for the hard 
work and vision of founders – 
giving a Christ-centered educational 
experience to all students (and their 
families) who are willing to work 
at it. Thank you for our family 
spirit, our fidelity to faith, for our 
commitment to justice, our spirit 
of zeal and our response to God’s 
call. Thank you for the generosity of 
donors, the creativity of artists and 
inspiration of committee members.

Bless all who pass by that 
gathering, that they be inspired by 
your message: we are one in you. 

Live Jesus in our hearts, forever. 
Amen. 

We are planning a statuary dedication 
in the fall, a celebration of Catholic 
education, community and faith. 
Please join us on September 15th.

Peter Helzer at work. Brother Dan Grogan modeling for the artist.
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Prepared to Lead
by Rick Martin

13SPRING/SUMMER 2014

Marist claims in its Mission 
Statement that students are 
“prepared to lead and serve 

others.” The service part seems pretty 
clear, but what does it mean to lead? 
When a student reaches the end of 
the four-year marathon, what kind 
of a leader has evolved? Perhaps the 
key is in the phrase itself: prepared 
to lead and serve. The leading can 
be easily found in its relationship to 
service, a leadership that is a servant-
leadership, to borrow from Robert 
Greenleaf. We could think of this as 
the vocational call to leadership that 
belongs to all of us simply because 
we are human.

The premise is simple. Each 
student has been created through a 
divine purpose with unique gifts, 
talents, and abilities. These gifts are 
intended for the good of all. When 
students offer their gifts in service 
to the community, an impact is 
made possible and someone’s life 
is different. That impact may be 
characterized as change, growth, 
challenge, enrichment, new direction, 
motivation, correction, support, 
guidance, influence, and a host of 
other possible outcomes. Because 
these gifts are offered freely for the 
good of another, service happens. 
Because the offered gift has an 
impact, leadership happens.  
Servant-leadership.

So how does this happen at 
Marist? Is it only in student body 
officers, or team captains, or retreat 
team leaders, or club officers, or 
Christian Leadership class? Not at 
all! Which is to say, yes of course it 
happens there, but also in so much 
more. The beauty of a Catholic 
education is that each student is 
helped to discover an evolving self. 
And in that discovery, awareness 
of and appreciation for one’s own 
personal gifts can be nurtured, can 
flower, and can begin to find a place 
in the life of the community. For 

some students, it evolves through 
student government where love 
for planning school events or for 
bringing spirit to the school makes 
a lasting impact. For some students, 
it finds its home on retreat or in 
ministry to freshmen, sharing the 
gift of faith, and leading the way 
for others to deepen their own faith. 
For still others, athletics may be the 
arena, where a gift of passion and 
commitment or expertise influences 
others to higher levels of play or to 
deeper commitments to teamwork 
and sportsmanship. For many it 
happens in simple ways, easily 
overlooked. A student may excel in 
the arts and coach younger would-be 
artists, or ignite their imagination. 
Another student who has a knack 
for a particular academic subject 
may help increase a classmate’s 
competence. Some students exhibit a 
work ethic or commitment to values 
that inspires others to reach deeper. 
In each, a personal gift is offered 
for the good of others, an impact 
is made, and servant-leadership 
happens. It happens every day and in 
so many ways around this campus. 
Our mission becomes real with each 
new graduate whose time here is a 
testimony to servant-leadership. 

Rick Martin is the Director of Campus 
Ministry and Formation at Marist Catholic 
High School, the 2011 National Catholic 
Educator of the Year recipient, and father  
of two Marist grads. 

Rick also teaches a course called Christian 
Leadership. The balance of his time is spent 
participating in the great work of Campus 
Ministry with a team of adults and students.

"Students at Marist are a gift 
to this community, and their 
great enthusiasm, passion, 
and energy contribute  
enormously to their growth  
into fine young men and  
women of faith and character."



As a junior, Lexi Cross 
was offered an incredible 
opportunity: the chance to 

participate on an All-Star Cheer Team 
in California. Although this insular 
sport doesn’t get much press, it has 
been a major part of Lexi’s life since 
she was twelve-years-old. The world 
of competitive cheer is a sprint and 
endurance sport. It requires stamina 
and finesse. Explaining what she 
loves about the sport Lexi says, “For 
cheer, you are doing all this crazy 
challenging stuff and your jobs are to 
(a) make it look as easy as possible 
and (b) do it with a smile on your 
face. I love that part of it because 
it’s so unique compared to any other 
sport.” When she is pressed to be 
specific about what else draws her 
to this sport she says, “I love the 
feeling of hitting a perfect routine, 
there is nothing that can compare 
with that. But what will stick with me 
my whole life is the camaraderie that 
comes with it. We are all working 
toward one goal, and everyone wants 
to nail that routine in that moment 
more than anything else. You are 
literally putting your life in other 
people’s hands as they are throwing 
you thirty feet in the air,” she says 
with a big smile on her face. For 
Lexi, it’s more than just exercise, it’s 
about the community. 

As a baby, she would sit through 
entire University of Oregon games 
on her dad’s shoulders, simply 
captivated by the cheerleaders. At 
six years old, she connected with 
the sport at a cheer camp, and then 
at twelve she joined the Southside 
Cheer Team, which teaches a 
combination of jumps, stunts, 
pyramid, tumbling, and dance. 

As her skills improved, she fell 
more in love with the sport. She got 
a call to audition for the Oregon 
Dream Team, which was a group she 
had been admiring for years. “I was 

ecstatic to be offered the opportunity 
to try-out for them.” The organization 
is based out of Portland, but at that 
time they had a gym in Albany, so 
she tried-out and was the youngest 
person on the team at twelve  
years old. 

After years of driving to 
Portland, Albany or Corvallis, twice 
each week, last year Lexi was given 
the unique privilege to try-out for 
an elite team in California. After 
an exhilarating experience, she was 
shocked to hear that she had made 
one of the teams that had won gold in 
the World competition the prior year. 
“I was so shocked and honored that I 
had been accepted into this awesome 
program. All along I had just thought 
that I would decline because I knew 
it would be tough to leave my family 
for my last year of high school, but 
when I sat down to write the letter of 
refusal, I had this little breakdown. 
It was one of my dreams to be on a 
team like this. It was important to 
consider both options.”

Lexi turned to the Marist 
community for guidance, “I sought 
the help of Mr. Ferarri, and he was 
an amazing help as I made my 
decision. He shared some of his life 
experiences and helped me see both 
sides of the opportunity.” After a lot 
of soul-searching, she wrote the letter 
of refusal.

“Although it was so hard, I am 
glad that I didn’t leave Marist. I love 
this place,” Lexi says with great 
sincerity. “Senior year is when all of 
these things click – from the purpose 
of Retreat Team to why only seniors 
have off-campus lunches – it all 
comes together for your senior year.”  
She knew that she could not get the 
same experience at a high school in 
San Marcos, California that she was 
assured of having at Marist. “The 
programs I was a part of were a huge 
blessing. I don’t think I could have 

grown up in the same way if I were 
away from this community.” The 
summer before her junior year she 
went on the service trip to Appalachia 
which was, “totally eye-opening 
and life changing. I had no idea that 
such poverty existed in our country. 
I loved the people I worked with and 
the people we were working for.”

This year Lexi received the 
Army Reserve National Guard 
award for her outstanding athletic 
achievement in competitive cheer. 
Next year Lexi will be on the 
Acrobatics and Tumbling team at the 
University of Oregon, and although 
she will miss the dance elements of 
All Star Cheer, she is excited to be 
continuing in this sport. 

Lexi is good at being fully 
present and valuing the small 
significant snapshots when they 
arise, and the moment that is most 
resonating with her now is, “Looking 
out at the Founder’s Day Mass 
and seeing the cotton falling on a 
beautiful day during this awesome 
Mass, and I just felt so content to be 
singing at Marist at that moment.” 
There is little doubt that Lexi would 
have been successful had she chosen 
to move to California, but it is also 
clear that she stayed for all the right 
reasons. Both Marist and Lexi are 
better because of the decision  
she made. 

A Dream Come True
By Beth Wirth
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Beth Wirth teaches English 
at Marist, advises the 
Associated Student Body 
and Student Council, and is 
Managing Story Editor for 
Marist Magazine. When she 
isn’t playing with her three-
year-old boy Anderson, she 
can be found in her garden, 
or reading a good book, or 
cuddling with her infant  
son Emmett. Pa
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Cross (center) with fellow Marist Retreat Team leaders, Jessica Swan (left) and Emily Hollander (right), on the Junior Women's Encounter.
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The results are in and any way you 
look at it, our 2014 Auction was a 
tremendous success!  

•	 Sold-out	crowd	of	550	attendees

•	 Nearly	200	parent	volunteers

•	 30	years	since	Sid	Voorhees	joined	the	
Marist	Auction	team

•	More	than	$400,000	in	revenue

•	 $100,000	for	tuition	assistance

•	 $20,000	for	technology

•	 535	students	who	benefit	from	all	of		
the	hard	work	and	generosity!



On May 3rd, a sold-out crowd 
of 550 enthusiastically 
gathered in celebration of 

industry, history, community, our 
students, and the promising future  
for Marist Catholic High School.  
The 43rd Annual Marist Auction  
was truly a special evening!

Each year, we have many 
hopeful outcomes for the Marist 
Auction. As our largest annual 
fundraiser, our focus is to reach our 
revenue goal in order to bridge the 
gap between the cost of educating 
a student and tuition. Equally 
important, however, is the fact 
that the auction is also our largest 
community event, bringing together 
multiple generations that represent 
the dynamic history of Catholic high 
school education in our community: 

past and present Marist parents and 
grandparents, teachers and staff, 
alumni and current students, and 
friends of Marist. 

We are extremely grateful 
for all who gave so generously of 
their time, talent and treasure to 
make the auction both memorable 
and successful. We were blessed 
with the leadership of this year’s 
Auction Chairs, Brent & Michelle 
Laing, who chaired the auction in 
honor of Michelle’s parents, Joe & 
JoMae Gonyea, Chairs of the Marist 
Auction 30 years ago. Auctioneer Sid 
Voorhees, another important leader, 
has also been part of the Marist 
Auction for 30 years. Talk about  
deep roots! 

Marist continues to be blessed by 
the loyalty, friendship and generosity 

of so many people. We are pleased 
to share that Marist parents Larry & 
Beth Over will serve as next year’s 
Auction Chairs. We hope you will 
make plans to join us for Marist’s  
44th Annual Auction on Saturday, 
May 2, 2015! 

Community Embraces
43rd Annual Marist Auction 

By Suzanne Graf
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AuCTiON spONsORs 
Timber Products Company
Slocum Center for Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Murphy Company
Jon & Terri Anderson
Metro Bru
NeuroSpine Institute
Northwest Surgical Specialists, LLP
Dr. Timothy Welch
Phil & Arvilla Heidt
Kiefer Mazda
Oregon Oral & Implant Surgeons
Andy & Chris Storment
KPD Insurance
Elizabeth Chambers Cellar
Silvan Ridge Winery
William & Maureen Hollander
Steve & Sally Lee
Larry Michael Over, D.M.D., M.S.D., L.L.C.
RE/MAX Realty, Jon Burke
John & Nancy Anderson
Bigfoot Beverages
Jerry’s Home Improvement Center

Smith Lund Mills Funeral Chapel & Crematorium
State Farm – Jeff Krier, DeAnn Mathison, Rob Olive, 

and Heidi Pollock
University Printing

GENEROus uNdERwRiTERs
Kevin & Irene Alltucker
Mike & Marilu Baird
Cascade Title Co.
Jeff & Molly Elder
Werner & Betty Goeckel
Chris & Cheree Hayes Foundation
David & Diza Hilles
Joe & Cathleen Karcher
Troy & Shannon Kirk
Helen K. Lester, D.D.S., PC.
Marc & Christina Lund
Marist Girls Lacrosse Parents
Grain Millers
Rob & Amy Olive
Jerry & Sue Rouleau
Steve & Lynda Weilbrenner

Suzanne Graf is the 
Development Director for 
Marist and has been working 
in development for Catholic 
education in Eugene for eight 
years. Her oldest son is a 
2014 Marist graduate and 
her youngest will be a Marist 
freshman in the fall of 2014.

THANk YOu
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Auction chairs Brent & Michelle '85 Laing 

Pete and Joan Kerns '79 with Clay Skurdal

Erica Pifer '86 arrives with other attendees.

Robb Miller tends the Wine Cellar.

Chris Duyck '74 and John Hammer '68 

Erik and Kelly '80 Hughes

Br. Dan Grogan and Joe Gonyea share stories.

Odette and Matthew Oppe arrive.

Karen Vogt and John Hammer '68 join the fun.

Ryan Dwyer '96 raises his bid card.

Cris Houser, Julene Littleton and Krista Hughes 

JoMae & Joe Gonyea, 1984 Auction Chairs, celebrate with daughter (and this year’s Auction Chairs) 
Michelle '85 & Brent Laing.

Jay Conroy, Sid Voorhees, Suzanne Graf  & Hank Voorhees



To end the evening, parent and musician Chris Hayes and Marist music teacher Jim Reinking 
entertain the crowd in the Beer Garden.

The energy in the room 
was electric and filled 
with generosity. Every-
one had fun and people 
in the community are 
still talking about it!

pATRON TAblE spONsORs
Bottem Line LLC
Liz Chambers
Michael J Dwyer Foundation
Mark & Shelley Giustina
Paul & Katie Harmon
Chris & Cheree Hayes
Phil & Arvilla Heidt
KPD Insurance
Joe & Cathleen Karcher
Steve & Sally Killgore 
Rick & Alisa Kincade
Steve & Lisa Korth
Troy & Lisa Lindley
Bill & Diane Mangels
Robb & Dee Miller
Northwest Surgical Specialists
Pacific Benefit Consultants, Inc.
PacificSource
Jerry & Lyn Stiltner
Weber Taco Bell
Wildish Land Co
Willamette Valley Restoration
Knowlton, McCarthy, Plant,  

Smith, and Zachem Families
Kiesewetter, Lester, Manwill,  

Owen, and Souza Families
Kerry & Tesa Brainard and  

Roger & Kim Coleman
Rex & Krista Hughes and 

Curtis & Brenda Large
Bartko, Daniel, Penn,  

and Pollock Families
Jeremiah and Buchwald Families
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Principal Jay Conroy greets the crowd.

Moved by Kassandra McCabe's testimonial video.

Ray '74 and Sue Paiement

Student server, Kaitlyn Witschger '15

Shelli Anderson participates in the Dessert Dash.

Jeff and Summer Knowlton and Chip Zachem

Auction chair Michelle Laing '85 celebrates.
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Staff meet with visiting committee for a preview of their final report.

Accreditation coordinator, Andy Oldham, guides the process. Student support committee studies and discusses data.
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In June 2014, Marist received 
confirmation from the Western 
Catholic Educational Association 

(WCEA) that we are accredited for 
another six-year term, one of the 
highest recommendations possible. 
This commendation culminates two 
years of work, including an intensive 
self-study and accreditation project 
using a set of guidelines called 
Ensuring Educational Excellence 
(E3). These guidelines (designed 
by the WCEA) were criteria-based 
and asked the school to examine 
carefully and thoroughly our mission, 
organization, practices and identity.   

Since 2008, Marist has been 
involved in an intensive, deliberate 
and focused plan for growth. 
This was initiated by a number of 
factors: a new school board, a new 
administration, a new corporate 
structure and full assessment of our 
facilities (pipes, classroom suitability, 
roofs, etc.). In schools, “strategic 
planning” is often done through a 
process called “accreditation” which 
is conducted under the supervision  
of an outside body guided by a set  
of standards. Their work leads to a  
“seal of approval” which colleges 
require for acceptance of our diploma 
and recognition that parents and 
communities can rely on. Though 
Marist was already actively engaged 
in the work of school improvement, 
in 2011 we began work in partnership 
with the WCEA to gain renewal of 
our accreditation. 

In the fall of 2012, Marist 
began the accreditation process 
with an intensive self-study. Five 
areas required for detail review 
are: Catholic Identity, School 
Organization, Teaching and Learning, 
Student Support, and Financial 
Stewardship. Volumes of data were 
gathered about each of these areas 
at Marist including the perspectives 
and voices of staff, parents, students, 

school board and alumni in the form 
of extensive surveys. This data was 
studied individually and in groups 
representing the many stakeholders 
at Marist: staff, students, parents, 
and school board. Conclusions about 
our strengths and areas for growth 
were deliberated and formed. From 
those conclusions, a series of plans 
for improvement were developed. 
By the end of the self-study, a clear 
picture was confirmed about who 
we are, what we are about, and what 
we expect from students and staff. 
Also, we were able to identify some 
places we could strategically focus 
our energy and attention in order to 
improve in the future.

This year and a half of work 
was then subjected to a thorough 
evaluation by a trained committee 
composed of Oregon Catholic high 
school educators including teachers 
and administrators. This committee 
was guided by an experienced 
chairperson chosen by the WCEA. 
The committee spent three days 
(March 4-7, 2014) with the school 
community after reviewing our 
self-study document. During this 
visit, guided by the five focus 
areas (Catholic Identity, School 
Organization, Teaching and Learning, 
Student Support, and Financial 
Stewardship), the committee visited 
classrooms, investigated the written 
evidence of responses to the WCEA 
criteria, and held interviews with the 
members of the school community 
(including teachers, staff, parents, 
students, board members). The visit 
culminated in a written report of the 
school’s successes and growth needs.

The committee found Marist 
to be an “excellent” Catholic high 
school and affirmed all the strengths 
we noted in our self-study, our 
identified areas for growth, as well 
as our plans for improvement. In 
particular, the visiting committee 

Accreditation 2014
Self-study, Strategic Planning, and a 6-year Commendation

by Andy Oldham

AREAs sTudiEd

The following are the five areas  
of focus and standards that Marist 
studied intensively for the past  
two years:

1. Catholic Identity
2. School Organization
3. Teaching and Learning
4. Student Support
5. Financial Stewardship

In addition, the visitation team also 
evaluated the following areas:

6. Commitment to Improvement
7. Integrity/quality of the  

self-study process

sTRENGTHs

Faith and Mission
Welcoming community
Service and Outreach
Mission Driven
Strong Staff and Administration
Academic rigor
Academic culture
Academic and co-curricular 

opportunities
Prepared for college
Committed to student success
Fiscally Sound
Strategic Planning and Development
Tuition Assistance

THE wEsTERN CATHOliC 
EduCATiONAl AssOCiATiON 
(wCEA) is a private educational 
accrediting agency established under 
the auspices of the Bishops of the 
Catholic (Arch) Dioceses of California. 
The mission of WCEA is to promote 
quality Catholic education for our 
students through an accrediting process 
that assures the primacy of faith 
formation and educational excellence.
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rated us commendable (the highest 
rating possible) for our Catholic 
Identity and the Integrity of the 
Self-study process. A commendable 
is rare and difficult to achieve as it 
requires a 5.6 rating or higher, on a 
6 point scale, by each member of the 
committee. The visiting committee 
noted the extraordinarily ambitious 
nature of our plans for growth and 
commented also on how our motto 
seems to be lived out by so many on 
campus. Encouraged and affirmed by 
this report and visit, Marist plans to 
keep the self-study and accreditation 
report front and center (to not “put 
the document on a shelf”), so that 
our efforts to improve, grow and 
effectively live out our mission can 
be realized fully for each and every 
student who walks on to our campus.

Three specific plans for 
improvement were developed by  
the school and affirmed by the 
visitation committee:
1. Time and Capacity:  

Marist’s staff works exceptionally  

hard in creating and delivering a 
great educational experience. The 
school and visiting committee 
acknowledged that a thoughtful 
evaluation of the school’s 
organizational structure and workload 
demands of administration, support 
staff, and faculty needs to be taken 
in order to sustain the high levels 
of expectations in carrying out the 
mission of Marist.
2. Healthy and Balanced:  

Marist is committed to helping 
all students fulfill all four Integral 
Student Outcomes: Christ-centered, 
Committed to Academic Excellence, 
Socially Responsible, and Healthy 
and Balanced. In light of those 
outcomes, the school and visiting 
committee felt it is necessary to 
examine student work-load, levels  
of participation in activities, levels  
of academic expectations, and 
student and parent expectations for 
college and beyond to make sure 
students are properly supported in 
their pursuit of excellence.

3. Technology:  
Technology is a powerful tool for 
student learning and is increasingly 
central to education, as well as 
student lives outside of school. To 
improve student learning and give 
students guidance and direction in  
the use of emerging technological 
tools and skills, the school will look 
for ways to increase student access  
to and proficiency with technology. 

Andy Oldham has been 
teaching English at Marist 
for 20 years. He is currently 
the Dean of Students and 
Instruction as well as 
teaches two AP Literature 
& Composition classes. He 
served as the coordinator  
for the accreditation process 
from 2012 to 2014

mARisT CATHOliC HiGH sCHOOl pHilOsOpHY

To prepare students for this world and the next, Marist works in partnership with its parents and 
families with fidelity to the Gospel of Jesus Christ as reflected in the teachings and traditions of the 
Roman Catholic Church. As such, our first and foremost belief is that each and every person has been 
created in God’s image. This truth permeates every facet of the school community and from it flow two 
basic assumptions: the highest human calling is to love and to be loved and the whole person is to be 
cherished, developed, and cared for.

With Christian faith as the foundation, education is a process that pursues wisdom and truth. In such 
an environment, education becomes a permanently self-expanding activity, leading to understanding and 
freedom. It is characterized by a palpable sense of self-discipline, graciousness, charity and hope.

While Marist is called to address directly the many educational and spiritual needs of its students,  
it is not the students alone who are served. A Marist education inspires students to become moral, caring, 
and competent leaders who, with a sense of joy and zeal, place their gifts at the service of the common 
good and pursue a social order that is attentive to the welfare and rights of others.

sTudENT OuTCOmEs

To cherish, develop, and care for the whole person means we strive to be attentive to every 
component of a student’s humanity: the spiritual, the intellectual, the social, and the physical. Each 
is essential and each complements the others. It is our hope and intent that upon graduation a Marist 
student exemplifies the following characteristics and attitudes: Christ-centered, Committed to Academic 
Excellence, Socially Responsible, and Healthy and Balanced.
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THE VisiTATiON COmmiTTEE

Chris frazier
Vice Principal of 
Academics & Enrollment
De La Salle North
Portland, OR

maria fleming
Theology /Social Service 
Coordinator
St. Mary’s Academy
Portland, OR

Alanna O’brien
Vice Principal 
for Curriculum 
& Professional 
Development
La Salle Catholic 
College Prep
Portland, OR

Greg Allen
Theology
Jesuit High School
Portland, OR

dr. Jim brennan 
Committee Chair
President
Aquinas High School
San Bernardino, CA

steve workman
Math
Central Catholic
Portland, OR

danielle wise
Religion/Science 
Campus Minister
Blanchet Catholic
Portland, OR

dr. Julie Vogel
Archdiocese of Portland 
in Oregon, Department 
of Catholic Schools
Instructional Services & 
Accreditation Director

The Marist staff was deeply impressed 
with the visitation committee’s thoughtfulness, 
dedication and thoroughness. In addition, 
we truly appreciated hearing the many good 
things they had to say. They made a point 
of commenting on how affectionately and 
authentically everyone at the school spoke of 
Marist, its mission, and its work. One member 
commented on how polite and sincere our 
students were. Several members lauded our 
ambitions to improve in meaningful and 
important ways. Another member spoke about 
how deeply internalized and lived out our 
motto is (We Are One, John 17:22-23). When 
one member was leaving, he expressed how 
he would love to work at Marist. 

We sincerely thank the committee for 
their hard work and the many hours spent  
with us and for us. Thank you!

Jay Conroy (Principal of Marist), Andy Oldham (Dean of Students and Instruction at Marist), Chris Frazier, Maria Fleming, Danielle Wise, Greg Allen, 
Dr. Jim Brennan, Alanna O'Brien, and Steve Workman
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Terry Gent and Dave Schmidt with their trophies on the McKenzie River in the late 70s.
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Terry Gent was like a brother 
to me, and that was not just 
because I have six sisters. 

He and I were fast friends when 
we met in 1970 as ninth graders at 
Marist Catholic High School. We 
did everything from playing and 
watching football to appreciating the 
outdoors together. He was always 
at my house when we were growing 
up, and he quickly merged into our 
family – he was one of the Schmidts. 
In fact, as I looked out at the 
memorial service, I saw a lot of my 
family there to pay their respects to 
Terry; he meant a lot to all of us.

You can only imagine how 
excited my wife, Lex, and I were 
when Terry moved in next to us 
twenty years ago. No one could ask 
for a better neighbor. He was always 
there when we needed help. Actually, 
if it weren’t for Terry, Lex would not 
have made it to the hospital to have 
our daughter, Kelsey, I had a broken 
leg, and Terry was on “baby watch.” 
But he didn’t just help his friends; 
he was the kind of person that would 
help anyone. He helped me move 
trees around our property and he 
would also just come over to enjoy 
a beer and a cigar. I will miss those 
moments every day. 

Terry was not a complainer, and 
even though I thought he had a high 
pain tolerance, I also knew he lived 
in chronic pain. Through his accident 
in the mill, a herniated disk, both 
knees being replaced, and two heart 
attacks: I never heard him fuss over 
himself. I remember him telling me 
one time, “It’s okay to complain, 
but you need to come up with a 
solution.”  I guess since Terry knew 
he couldn’t solve the problems with 
his body, he just didn’t see the point 
in complaining about them.  

In high school, we knew that 

Terry was going to be a banker – he 
was always the tightest one in the 
group. When it came time to pitch 
in for gas, the guy had Velcro on his 
wallet. We’d always have to make 
sure he would eventually pay up. As 
Terry grew up, he quickly lost that 
Velcro and became one of the most 
generous people I have ever known.  
He would hear that I was working 
with the Math Olympics, and he’d 
donate the food for the event. If he 
saw a need, he would work to meet 
it. He found a lot of joy in giving, 
which was one of the many reasons 
he was so fun to be around. 

He wasn’t only generous with 
his money, he also gave of his time. 
He volunteered, was on the Marist 
School Board, was on the Marist 
Foundation Board, and became 
president of the Foundation Board. 
During his time of service, he helped 
Marist get out of a hard economic 
time and worked on creating a more 
balanced budget.

As all of his co-workers will 
tell you, Terry was a terrific banker. 
I have heard many people say how 
great he was at running meetings and 
this was not a surprise to me. I knew 
he was amazing for that industry. He 
was always in control, so it was easy 
to see him running a formal meeting 
without being ruffled by surprises, 
and keeping a cool, focused head on. 

In the last few months, Terry 
was as happy as I had seen him in 
over forty years. He had much to 
look forward to in the coming year: 
a college graduation trip to Alaska 
with his son, Cole and his dad, Fred; 
a 50/50 chance of winning one of the 
premier elk hunting tags in Oregon, 
which was something he had been 
anticipating for years; and he was 
excited for more trips and spending 
more time with his daughter, 

Amanda. He was content with where 
he was at the moment and excited 
for his future. With all of this to look 
forward to, it just seems that his life 
was cut way too short. 

Life will truly not be the same 
for us. I am in pain and shock right 
now. I miss him so much. We would 
always say to each other, “give me a 
jingle,” and it pains me that I won’t 
hear that anymore. I know that Terry 
is fine, and that is a comfort to me, 
but he left us all far too soon. As 
great of a banker as Terry was, he 
was a much better friend, brother and 
neighbor. I will always cherish our 
memories together and I will always 
miss him. 

In honor of Terry’s love for 
and involvement with Marist, his 
parents have established the Terry 
Gent Memorial Scholarship with 
the Marist Foundation. It is a 
perfect tribute to a man who gave so 
generously to Marist for more than 
30 years. If you would like  
to contribute to the scholarship, 
please contact Suzanne Graf,  
sgraf@marisths.org, 541-681-5460. 

This article is based on the eulogy 
given by Dave Schmidt at Terry’s 
celebration of life.
Dave Schmidt graduated from Marist 
in 1974 and he has been a math 
teacher for over thirty years at Marist 
High School in Chicago, Marist 
Catholic High School in Eugene  
and currently at Springfield  
High School.    
Dave will be retiring 
in one year and if you 
want to spend time 
with him, bring your 
fishing rod!

In Memory of My Brother, Terry Gent



CAMPUS NOTES

The 18th Mr. Spartan Pageant came to 
an end in April with the crowning of senior 
Garrett Stollar as the 2014 Mr. Spartan.

Ten senior boys participated in The 
Spartan Games: Catching Babies pageant, 
a loose spin-off of The Hunger Games, to 
raise funds for premature babies.

Along with 12 ju-
nior and senior girls,  
Mr. Spartan contes-
tants spent roughly 
four months putting 
on small fundrais-
ers and preparing for 
the pageant which 
raised $41,000 for 
Children’s Miracle  
Network.
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It was a busy spring – especially at 
the end – as every Marist spring sport ad-
vanced to the playoffs. 

The baseball team entered the 1st 
round of the state playoffs as the lowest 
seed, and amazingly upset top seeded 
Bend before narrowly losing 2-3 in the 
OSAA State Quarterfinals to Sandy.

Softball lost to St. Helens in the 1st 
round of the OSAA State Playoffs.

The boys lacrosse team beat New-
berg in the 1st round but then lost to 
Wilson High School in the quarterfinals 
of the OHSLA Cascade Cup Bracket. 

After winning their OGLA 1st round 
of playoffs for only the second time in 
Marist history, the girls lacrosse team ad-
vanced to the 2nd round where they lost 
3-20 at Lake Oswego.

Both the boys and girls golf teams 
were the MWL District Champs and  
senior Billy Pollock was the boys individ-
ual District Champion. At State the girls 
placed 9th and the boys were 5th. The 
boys top finishers included Pollock in  
a tie for 5th and junior Jalan Hart tied 
for 24th.

Marist boys tennis sent three  
doubles teams and Jordan Gorman in 
singles to the State Tournament in Port-
land and the girls tennis team advanced 
two doubles teams and sophomores 
Renee Lee and Madisyn Bryant in  
singles. At State, juniors A.J. Bartko and 
Austin Tyner won the 5A State title in 
boys doubles and helped the boys earn 
a 3rd place team trophy. Sophomore  
phenom Madisyn Bryant, who has yet to 

lose a match in high school, repeated as 
the 5A State girls champion and helped 
the girls earn a 2nd place team trophy.

The boys and girls track and field 
teams were 1st and 2nd respectively at 
the Midwestern District Meet and won 
the combined Midwestern title. They 
also sent 17 athletes to the 5A State 
Meet at Hayward Field. The girls placed 
17th at State and the boys team came 
home with the first OSAA 5A State 
track team trophy in Marist history.  
Senior Liam Henshaw was named the  
top 5A boys competitor.

The Marist shooting team earned a 
SCTP State Team Championship in Trap 
and sophomore Leah Helfrich was the 
High Over-All female for earning the 
highest score in all three events combined  
– she won Trap and Sporting Clays.

District and State Titles Abound

Photo by Ryan M
oser

The boys and girls track program celebrate the boys championship trophy at the 5A State Meet in May.

The boys and 
girls tennis teams 
stand with their 
trophies at the 
State tourney in 
late May. 

Senior Jesse 
Offchiss and 
juniors Doug 
McGirr and Jack 
Kiesewetter win 
1st in Trap.

Mr. Spartan 2014

A plaque recognizing Fr. Dave's humble service to 
Marist sits among the shrubs in the front parking lot.

This May, a year after Fr. David  
Culling’s retirement as the Marist Chap-
lain, Marist’s final gift to Fr. Dave now sits 
as a lasting tribute in the Marist parking lot.

Fr. Dave humbly insisted that the only 
thing he would ever agree to bear his name 
would be the student parking lot. Commit-
ted to its cleanliness, he spent many hours 
quietly picking up garbage. “Keep this 
parking lot clean” reads the quote from Fr. 
Dave. The plaque is placed in a discreet 
location, keeping things humble just like 
Father Dave. 

Marist seniors Cam Jack, Darren Nelson and Kashi Hall put 
on a hilarious skit to the delight of the Mr. Spartan crowd.

The 2014 Mr. Spartan, 
Garrett Stollar.

A Tribute To Humility
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CAMPUS NOTES

Marist Arts Wrap Up Another Successful Year
On the last weekend of May, the  

curtain closed on another successful year 
of Marist Arts as the music and theatre  
students performed one last time for  
fellow students, staff and alumni at the 
third annual Encore Concert.

The event began three years ago to 
raise money for the Marist Arts Endow-
ment as well as to celebrate the accom-
plishments of current and past music,  
theatre and visual art students. 

This year’s audience was treated to 
performances from the Marist strings, 
choir, jazz and rock bands and a short 
scene from the fall and winter drama pro-
ductions along with musical numbers from 
this spring’s Seussical the Musical. 

The alumni performances were all 
vocalist and included Marist teacher Sarah 
Baird-Reed '00, Colleen Conklin '07 and 
Brenna Stacy '08. The show also included 
a staff performance of Like a Rolling Stone 
by Bob Dylan.

Staff members 
Ryan Baker, 
Rick Gardner, 
Tony Rust and 
Jim Reinking 
perform Like a 
Rolling Stone.

Marist grads 
Brenna Stacy 
'08 and Colleen 
Conklin '07 
perform at the 
annual Encore 
for the Arts.
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The stands and dugouts were full after  
the senior’s last day of finals for the  
annual end-of-the-year senior vs. staff 
softball game, where the staff once again 
used their brains and brawn to prevail  
over the senior class. 

According to theology teacher and 
game coordinator, Chad DePaoli, the seniors 
have only won once in the past ten years.

The staffs unending reign continued 
with the help of a talented team of Marist 
teachers and a game tying home run by 
Vice Principal Rick Gardner.

The class of 2014 did have its own 
moments of glory; a diving catch by 
Rowdy Huston and Cam Jack’s multiple 
run-saving catches were highlights of  
the game.

Photo by Toni C
ooper

Marist Staff and Seniors Finish With Fun

English teacher Bill Ferrari reaches high to put senior Zach Whitsel out at first as the Class of 2014 looks on.

Miyoko Nakajima King and Principal Jay 
Conroy proudly accept the commendation for 
Marist’s excellent Japanese language program.

Senior Ryan 
Wilson is 
recognized 
by former 
Marist 
parent Kathy 
Stahmer.

Coach 
Steve 
Barth 
stands 
with his 
team at 
Speech 
State.

Program Honored

State Speech Success

West Point Bound

Seven members of the Marist 
Speech and Debate team participated 
at the State Tournament in Monmouth 
this spring. Junior Heather Clarke fin-
ished 5th in Expository Speaking.

Parents, students and staff filled the 
gym in May for the annual NHS Awards 
Ceremony honoring students both for 
service and academic achievements. 
Special recognition was given to senior 
Ryan Wilson for his acceptance to West 
Point by Kathy Stahmer, West Point 
Representative and mother of Marist 
and West Point alumn, John Stahmer '08.

In April, Marist’s Japanese pro-
gram was awarded a Commendation 
from Consul General Furusawa who 
has been traveling around the state  
presenting awards to the schools that 
have successful Japanese programs. 
Oregon, reportedly, has the second-
highest percentage of students who 
study Japanese in the country. 
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1950s 

Alice Nurre '32 is celebrating her 
100th birthday on July 1, 2014. After 
graduating from St. Mary’s, she 
played on a professional woman's 
basketball team before the league 
was stopped, because it was not 
ladylike for women to wear shorts. 
She married Jack Allison and they 
raised three children: Skip, Marie and 
Jim in Southern California. Alice has 
traveled to several different countries 
and retired at 75 years of age. She 
moved back to Eugene 12 years ago 
to be close to her family.

1990s 
Andrea (Sieg) Jones '96 and her 
husband Alex welcomed their fourth 
baby, Victoria Grace, on February 1,  
2014. Andrea now has three 

daughters: Lucia (6), Magdalena (4), 
and Victoria, and one son: John Paul 
(2). She has a consulting company 
in Portland, OR specializing in 
Project Management and Process 
Improvement work and she and 
her husband are actively involved 
in Catholic Engaged Encounter of 
Oregon, leading retreats twice a year.  
Cory Howard '99 recently accepted 
an offer to join the Eugene, Oregon 
Merrill Lynch branch office where he 
will serve as Assistant Vice President 
& Financial Advisor. Prior to joining 
the Eugene office, Cory worked for 
Merrill Lynch in Scottsdale Arizona. 
He has been a licensed financial 
advisor for the last 10 years since 
graduating from the University 
of Oregon Lundquist College of 
Business in 2003.

2000s 
Michael Tomcal '08 built an online 
relational database and submitted a 
scholarly article that catalog groups 
of similar genes called "orthologs" 
in the following model plants: 
Maize, Arabidopsis, Rice, and Poplar 
tree while studying Biology at the 
University of Oregon. Along with 
Nicholas Stiffler and Alice Barkan, 
their scholarly article, POGs2: A 
Web Portal to Facilitate Cross-
Species Inferences About Protein 
Architecture and Function in Plants, 
was published on PLoS ONE, an 
international, peer-reviewed,  
open-access, online publication.

Allie Sibole '10 is 
pursuing a one-
year Master’s in 
Bioengineering 
Innovation and 
Design at Johns 
Hopkins University. 
The first eight weeks 
of the program will 
be clinical rotations 
at the Hopkins 
Medical Center, 
observing surgeons 
using devices in their 
work. In August, 
she will travel to a 
developing country 
for three weeks to 
better understand 
medical needs 

abroad. Upon returning, she will 
take business and design classes 
while being part of two design 
teams: one to make a device for 
U.S. markets, and one to design 
a low-cost device to meet a need 
observed while abroad. Design teams 
go on to compete in business plan 
competitions, turn out patents, and 
found startups.

Save the date
Summer 2014!

Class of 1964 will be celebrating 
their 50th reunion the weekend of 
August 15th. Contact Jim Hoffman  
at jhoffnd@gmail.com for more details.
Class of 1974 is reuniting the 
weekend of August 8th. Contact Teri 
Connor at terithread@gmail.com for 
more details.
Class of 1984 will be gathering on 
the evening of August 1st at the 
Downtown Athletic Club in the Club 
Room for a meet-and-greet, and then 
on Saturday, August 2nd at the Vets  
Club. Please contact Jill Niles (jill.
niles@comcast.net) or Lou Marzano 
(marzanolou@yahoo.com) for details.
Class of 1994 will celebrate their 
20th class reunion July 18-20th. 
Contact Annie Clemens Posen at 
maristclassof94@gmail.com.
Class of 2004 will reunite this fall. 
Contact Devin Driscoll at  
devin.driscoll@gmail.com to be 
added to the 2004 Facebook page. 

Questions? Contact Ryan Dwyer at 
503-680-1086.

Andrea (Sieg) Jones with her family.

Alice Nurre '32



Lou Ann Murray passed away on 
February 1, 2013. She is survived by 
her sons, Jeff '80 and Jon '85.
Daniel Charles Haddad passed away 
on February 4, 2013. He is survived 
by his wife Dolores and children, 
Charles '77 and Susan '81.
Jason Tyler Schwab passed away on 
February 20, 2013. He is survived by 
wife Alison Russom, parents Rich, 
a former Marist teacher and football 
coach, and Kelli Schwab, and sisters 
Jami Schwab Granston of Kirkland, 
WA and Holly Herbert of Eugene.
Walter Meyer '34 died peacefully 
on May 10, 2013. Walt is survived 
by daughter Theresa, sons Stephan 
(Mia), Brendan (Patricia), Vincent 
(Rachel), and three grandchildren. 
Past Marist parent Phil R. Pynes 
passed away on June 3, 2013. He is 
survived by his wife Linda, brothers 
Jack '51 and Fred '56, sister Sue '54, 
children Philip Jr. '73, Steven,  
Mark '75, Ann '79, Lance, Amy, 
stepson Robert, nine grandchildren, 
and many nieces and nephews.
On July 3, 2013, Larry Polen passed 
away after a courageous 25 year 
battle with Multiple Sclerosis. 
Larry enjoyed a long career in retail 
including 20 years for Bi-Mart in 
sales and as their first buyer. Larry 
went on to start his own company of 
retail stores in 1985, Oregon's Own 
Dollar Stores/Cash Connections 
grew to 30 stores over the next 20 
years. He is survived by his wife of 
more than 50 years, Janie, son Scott 
'81, and daughters Susie Polen '83, 
Mary Jane Wilson '84 and Wendy 
Rupp '86, as well as 12 grandchildren 
including Calvin Philpott '09, Mitchel 
Wilson '10, and Taten Rupp '15.
Evangeline M. Svejcar died on 
September 22, 2013. She is survived 
by six sons: John '67, Jeffrey, Frank, 
Michael '73, Will '75, and  
Thomas '80, four daughters:  
Mary Lou Svejcar, Margaret "Peggy" 
Henson, Bonnie Svejcar '77,  
and Maureen Barrie '78, and  
six grandchildren. 
Delphine Murray '40 passed away 
on November 23, 2013. Delphine 

In memoriam
is survived by sons William and Jon, 
daughter Margaret Bice, grandsons 
Robert and Chris Murray, and brother 
John "Jack" Greig '47. She was 
preceded in death by her brothers 
Robert and Paul Greig '44.
Beloved mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and friend, Pearl Mary 
Dotson '39 passed away on March 22, 
2014. She moved to Eugene after her 
family’s farm was lost during the Great 
Depression. She graduated from St. 
Mary’s at the age of 16 with honors 
and went to work for Lane County 
and eventually became the first female 
appraiser III in county history. She is 
survived by her children Fred, Rob, 
and Julie, seven grandchildren, and 
eight great-grandchildren.
Long-time Marist supporter and 
community advocate, Terry Gent '74 
passed away on March 28, 2014.   
Born in Roseburg, OR to Fred '49 and 
Donna Gent, he grew up in Eugene 
and attended St. Paul’s grade school, 
Marist High School, and the University 
of Oregon where he received a minor 
degree in Business and majored in 
Education. While at Marist, he was 
very active in athletics lettering each 
year in football and baseball. He was 
a member of the first state football 
championship team in 1973. After 
college graduation, he returned to 
Marist as a teacher where he was an 
assistant football and girls’ softball 
coach. Terry was an active member on 
the Marist Foundation board for several 
years from the mid 90’s until 2008, 
serving as president twice (1998 & 
2007). Terry was inducted into the Blue 
& Gold Alumni Hall of Fame in 2010. 
He is survived by his two children 
Amanda and Cole '10, his parents, his 
brother Brad '76, sister Tamyra '79, 
and nephews Tyler and Dallas.
On April 1, 2014, Erik Humphrey 
passed away. He is survived by his wife 
Dana Humphrey '87, son Donovan, 
daughter Reagan, parents Grant and 
Linda Humphrey, brother Nathan 
(Shelby), and two nieces. 
Mary “Irene” Chambers died on April 
30, 2014. Born in Wray, Colorado, her 
family moved to Oregon where she 
attended St. Mary Catholic School in 
Albany and graduated from Mt. Angel  
Academy. After graduating, she moved  
to Eugene in 1956 where she met her  
future husband Thomas R. Chambers.  

Irene is survived by her husband 
of 56 years, son Thomas Jr. '77, 
daughter Dorothy (Erik) Riechers '80, 
sisters Margaret Transue and Iona 
Ross, brother John (Joyce) Lagler,  
six grandchildren, and one  
great-grandchild.
On May 1, 2014, James E. Yocum 
passed away.  A graduate from 
Hollywood High School and the 
University of Southern California 
where he received a full basketball 
scholarship, he was recruited as an 
escrow officer at Title Insurance and 
Trust Company where he met his 
future wife Kathy in 1962, a long-
time  and beloved Marist English 
teacher who served  in the classroom 
from 1978 until she retired in 2011. 
Jim and Kathy moved to Eugene in 
1974 where he worked for KVAL-TV 
and KEZI-TV as an account executive 
and raised Jennifer '82 and Dennis '84.  
He was loved and respected by his 
family and friends for his unwavering 
support and served as inspiration to 
many. His son on a recent Father’s 
Day wrote: “Thanks for always 
taking such good care of our family 
and for being a good friend.”
Mary (Pfaff )Landa '70 passed away 
on May 26, 2014. She was born on 
March 27, 1952, in Eugene to Adam 
and Leone Pfaff. She is survived 
by her husband Terry and siblings 
Pamela Strautman '68, Beth Reiman 
'74, and John Pfaff '76.
Former Marist principal, 1971-75, 
Brother Anthony “Tony” Lazzetti 
passed away on June 1, 2014. After 
graduating from Marist with a B.A. 
in Chemistry, he went on to serve as 
a teacher and school administrator at 
eight primary and secondary schools 
around the country before retiring to 
Mount Saint Michael Academy in  
the Bronx. 
Throughout his long and distinguished 
career in education, he continued 
his own education, earning his M.S. 
in Natural Science from Seattle 
University, a Certificate of Advanced 
Study from the University of 
Oregon, and a Master of Science in 
Administration from the University 
of Notre Dame. In 1992, he earned 
a doctorate in Education from the 
University of San Francisco.
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Q: What brought you to Marist? 
I attended Meadowview and 
Fairfield elementary schools, then 
I went to Cascade Middle school. 
My family and I hadn’t even heard 
about Marist until Mr. Conroy 
(principal of Marist) came and 
spoke at my church, St. Mary’s 
(Corvallis). My parents and I 
stayed after church to talk to him, 
and my parents really liked the 
idea of sending me to Marist. At 
first, I wasn’t really excited about 
it because it’s a hard stage to 
start all over with new people, but, 
at my parent’s urging, I headed to 
Marist. It actually ended up being 
a really easy transition to Marist 
mostly because the students  
and teachers were so kind  
and accepting. 

Q: What are some of the 
highlights from your time  
at Marist? 
The biggest thing was at the 
end of my sophomore year, Mr. 
Wagner (my science teacher)
encouraged me to apply for 
a program in Apprenticeships 
in Science and Engineering 
(ASE), and I was accepted. I 
worked with Dr. Ganti Murthy at 
Oregon State University (OSU) 
for two months. We studied how 
different enzymes could affect the 
production of ethanol using yeast. 

Q: How did your time 
researching with Dr. Murthy 
affect what you wanted to study 
in the future? 
This experience made me 
realize that I could have a career 

in research. Up to this point, I 
thought that my interest in science 
would be best served by being an 
engineer, but Dr. Murthy’s work 
made me realize that what I really 
want to do is discover new things 
or make existing things better,  
and research is the perfect way  
to do that.

Q: Anything you’d do differently? 
My brother is coming to Marist next 
year and I’ve told him he should do 
a sport or activity. I didn’t and wish 
I had. He’s thinking about going out 
for football and that’s good.

Q: What was it like to apply for 
colleges and which college did 
you choose in the end? 
I applied to a program called 
Questbridge, which helps 
connect low-income students 
with top-tier colleges and 
universities, and it really 
opened my eyes to all the 
options that were out there  
for me. Up to that point,  
I was thinking solely 
of U of O or OSU. 
I was accepted at 
Rice University, 
Notre Dame and 
Northwestern 
University.  
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Hernan Gonzalez '14  
answers	5	questions	in	5	minutes.T
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In the end, I was deciding 
between Rice and Notre Dame 
because of their emphasis on 
research. It was a really hard 
decision. Rice presented their 
program so well; I was impressed 
by all they were doing, but I 
could see myself thriving at Notre 
Dame. So, I decided on Notre 
Dame. They also offered me a 
competitive financial aid package 
that made it possible for me to 
attend. I am grateful that Marist 
prepared me to attend such a 
competitive University.



mOmENTum is buildiNG

The Advancing Marist capital campaign has received more than $3.4 
million in commitments since May 2013. We are very grateful to the 130+ 
donors (alumni; past, current and future Marist parents and grandparents; 
past and current Foundation and School Board members; friends of Marist, 
foundations; corporations) who have helped us accomplish this milestone 
and to the many others who are discerning their participation. 

In order to break ground on our two largest 
projects, the Science Wing and Artificial  
Turf Field, we must reach our first goal  
of $6.1 million. These two projects alone will 
greatly improve the educational experience for 
every student at Marist so we are anxious to  
start construction.

wE NEEd YOuR HElp 

Pledges, volunteers and prayers are all needed 
and welcomed. Please consider how you can 
help make a difference for Marist students today 
and tomorrow. Detailed information about the 
campaign and short videos are available on the 
Advancing Marist website, advancingmarist.org. 

Marist continues to be blessed by the generosity of our community –  
a characteristic that has resonated on this campus since 1967. We are 
optimistic that this campaign will be successful, ensuring that Marist will 
continue to be a thriving alternative for the highest quality, faith-based high 
school education in the Southern Willamette Valley.

JusT ANNOuNCEd!

Two generous donors will match up to $100,000 in campaign pledges 
from St. Mary, St. Francis and Marist alumni! One-time gifts or multi-
year pledges up to $2,500 received after June 1, 2014, will be matched 
dollar for dollar. This is a great time to double the impact of your gift to the 
Advancing Marist campaign. 

Schedule a campus tour or get more information by calling Suzanne Graf, 
Development Director.

Suzanne Graf: 541-681-5460, sgraf@marisths.org
1900 Kingsley Road, Eugene, Oregon 97401

dEVElOpmENT OffiCE
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parents of Alumni: If you are still receiving your son's or daughter's mail, please contact us with new information 
at www.marisths.org/update-alumni-information or by calling 541-681-5469. We send the Marist Magazine, class 
reunion information and interesting stories about former students and staff to all of our alumni. We also keep accurate 
records for reunion coordinators. Thank you for helping Marist connect with our alumni community.

 JulY
 18-20 Class of 1994 Reunion 
 20 All Alumni BBQ

 AuGusT
 1-2 Class of 1984 Reunion
 8-9 Class of 1974 Reunion
 14 New Student Root Beer Social
 15-16 Class of 1964 Reunion
 28 Welcome Back Day

 sEpTEmbER
 2 New Student Orientation Day
 3 First Day of School
 8-12 Welcome Week
 11 Mass of the Holy Spirit
 15 New Statuary Dedication 

 OCTObER
 3 Homecoming Game
 4 Homecoming Dance

 
Please save the dates and join us. For more details visit our 
website at marisths.org.

July 20th, 12:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Marist Catholic High School Courtyard 

RSVP online at marisths.org

All Alumni 
St. Mary’S  •  St. FranciS  •  MariSt

You are invited to our 2014 


