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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

What does Coach say now?  It’s cold, very rainy, late November in 
the quickly-emptying Hillsboro football stadium.  The Bowmen 
from Sherwood just 30 yards down the field hoist the blue state 

championship trophy.  
Marist Head Coach and full-time teacher Frank Geske stands mid-field in front 

of the 49 Spartans all kneeling on one knee, most with eyes up, many with tears, 
all with slumped shoulders from physical exhaustion and deep disappointment.  

Parents pull in close to hear his words and share the 
prayer.

This Marist team had beaten good teams to get to the 
championship game.  In fact, their only other loss all year 
was to this same Sherwood team in the first game of the 
season. Sherwood is a school with nearly three times the 
number of students as Marist.  Their team had seven all-
state players; Marist had three.

The fundamentals to Marist’s success are team and 
faith.  Everyone knowing and doing his job each play. 
Being more disciplined, smarter, grittier, and tougher than 
their opponents.  Frequently two inches shorter and thirty 
pounds lighter, players had given hard work in the off-
season, countless hours of weight-lifting and conditioning, 
building up their under-sized frames, tuning their 
reactions, building their own confidence.  Coach Geske’s 

approach: football-smart, demanding, no-compromise on details and how to do it 
right.  Keep it basic, coach kids to do their job and you can consistently beat much 
larger, much more talent-laden teams.

What does Coach say?   “I can’t tell you how proud I am of you guys,” he 
begins.  Genuine appreciation and care are in his voice and his face.  No anger, no 
frustration, no disappointment.  He singles out a few young men, “real teammates” 
he calls them, who played in roles they weren’t expecting, roles they weren’t signed 
up for. “Thank you’s” to the seniors for all of their effort during the season and 
throughout their careers and to the parents for their willingness to share their sons 
throughout the season.

“Play for the Big Guy upstairs” on every snap.  “You need to pick up the player 
next to you on every play.” “Faith first and team first”— all key principles heard 
each day for the last three months.  

“In the name of the Father” he quietly begins . . . and the team joins in as one 
voice in humble, but heartfelt prayer . . .  “We are only one, but we are one.  And 
while we can’t do everything, we can do some things.  And that which we can do 
we ought to do.  And that which we ought to do, by God’s grace we will do. Amen.”

(In my heart I gratefully add:  “Thank you, God, for the blessings of Marist, 
the opportunities you give us all to learn in so many ways the values of hard 
work, discipline, teamwork, preparation, overcoming setbacks, humility in victory 
and defeat, doing what we ought to do.  Thank you for coaches and teachers and 
players and students who 'get it,' get what we’re really about.  Amen.”) 

"And that which we can do... 
by God's grace we will do."

What does coach say? 
"Play for the 

Big Guy upstairs" 
on every snap . . .

After our Fall issue, three of our longest-serving Marist Brothers wrote to thank us for our publication.  Each is still in service to the Marist Brothers.  To the left is a picture of what the Brother looked like when he served in Eugene.  On the right is a picture of what he looks like today.

READER
NOTES

Marist Brother James Halliday, 1973-1987Bjhalliday@hotmail.com 

Thanks for sending me a copy of your latest Marist magazine.  A great job!  It was memorable to see the scenes of the campus – especially the Jerusalem cross in the chapel.  Also, seeing that Pete Kerns – John Stacy – Don Lance, all Class of  '79 – and Diza (Hoglen) Hilles '81 are serving on Marist boards was great.  If you see any of them please give them my special “hello.”

Marist Brother Norbert Rodrigue, 1975 - 1994

brothernorbert@gmail.com

Thank you for seeing that Brother Dan and I receive the Marist magazine.  

I found all the articles easy to read no matter their length.  As I kept 

reading from one article to another, I found myself praying, finding them as 

“spiritual readings” besides informative.

Marist Brother Charles Filiatrault, 1968-1975frankfill@bellsouth.net

I really enjoyed the entire magazine especially Kathy’s article on the chapel.  CONGRATULATIONS!   What a “work well done”!

Thanks for taking care of the “anciens Freres” (ancient Brothers)!
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Coach Geske addresses the team 
following the state championship 
football game on December 1.

Jay Conroy (jconroy@marisths.org) is the principal of Marist Catholic High School.
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T he word “grotto” refers 
to a cavern-like recess 
or structure.  Some 
countries have grottos, 
or recesses, in their 
walls at crossroads or 

other holy places, which sometimes house 
statues or holy pictures and are reminders 
of spiritual help.  Sometimes pilgrims place 
flowers or other items into the recess as 
gifts to accompany a spiritual request or in 
thanksgiving for the granting of a request.

Our Marist grotto is a small, three-sided 
stucco building that sits just west of our 
courtyard fountain.  It houses a wooden, 
hand-carved, life-sized statue of Mary and 
the Baby Jesus.  The area contains a tiled 
path in the shape of a cross with benches 
on either side, and is partially enclosed by 
flowering plants and shrubs.   

It is a place where students who enter 
might feel the presence of their heavenly 
mother Mary beckoning them to turn their 
thoughts to her Son, who loves them so.  It is 
a mini-oasis on the campus, where a student 
can momentarily escape earthly cares and 
contemplate our Lord, in an outdoor setting.

How did our grotto get there?  It is a 
fascinating story. 

The Grotto:  A Mother's Invitation
In the troubling and confusing high school 
years,  students know that they can find 
respite in the chapel, but there is also 
another place where peace and healing can 
be found.  This place is hidden and one 
must know where it is in order to find it.

Around & About with Editor Kathy Yocum

The wooden statue of Mary and the Baby 
Jesus, dedicated in May of 1996, stands 
sheltered from the elements in May of 2012.

The 17-year-old Grotto is located between the 
200 and 300 wings on the Marist Campus.
Photo by Toni Cooper 
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man to find such a log would be Scott 
Lilley (Marist ’76).  Scott said that an ash 
log that size would have to come from 
the Mid-West region of the country.  He 
indicated that it could take six to twelve 
months to locate.  

Amazingly, three weeks later his 
foreman had indeed located a tree in 
Arkansas.  Scott said it was already on a 
truck headed to Eugene, but they could 
pick it up at Seneca Sawmill.

Wally Durbin, an 83-year-old St. 
Francis graduate at the time, generously 
offered one of their company’s pick-up 
trucks, “Ol’ Number 7,” to take delivery 
of the log.

When teacher Bob Devereaux and 
“Ol’ Number 7” arrived at the saw mill, 
the equipment operator wanted to know 
how he intended to haul the log.  Bob 
pointed to the truck and the operator 
just smiled.  The operator used a very 
large log loader with toothed claws and 
dropped the 2500-pound log from six feet 
up into the bed of the truck.  All drew 
a sigh of relief that the pick-up wasn’t 
crushed upon impact.

The truck was driven with nearly 
“front wheels off the ground” to Wally 
Durbin’s office.  Wally lifted the log with 
a forklift and arranged for it to rest on a 
series of pipes in the pick-up bed, which 
would allow them to roll the log off the 
truck with relative ease if the front wheels 
of the rig were raised.

Bob, Debbie, and daughter Lanina 
(Marist ’01) drove the log to Howard’s 
place.  There the artist made a request that 
seemed impossible.  He asked that the log 
be put in a very specific place and stood 
up vertically.  (How else could he carve 
the statue?)  Bob turned to Debbie and 
said, “We’ll be lucky if the log doesn’t 
roll into his apartment and knock the 
building over.”

Bob related that he knew this feat 
would be out of his control, but he simply 
told everyone to stay clear and then he 
began to move the log off the truck.  Bob 
used a pry-bar to move the log over 
the lowered tailgate until it reached the 
teetering point. 

He then elevated the front end of the 
truck by driving up a man-made ramp, 
then quickly backed up, slamming on the 
brakes.  The thrust caused the log to come 

flying off the truck, and nose-dive into the 
ground.  Reportedly, with a lot of divine 
intervention, it stood upright exactly 
where Howard had requested.  Everyone 
watching was speechless.

Howard began the carving process 
and the Devereaux family would stop 
by periodically to see his progress.  The 
artist encountered dampness issues which 
he solved by cutting the back of the 
statue, allowing the moisture from the 
wood to escape.  The sculptor also had 
some problems with the wood itself that 
prevented him from carving the statue 
according to the picture they had chosen.  
He kept  “a few details” secret until the 
day he could unveil his finished piece.  It 
was then that they saw he had positioned 
Mary’s left arm to point at the  
Baby Jesus.  

Howard said, “I was going to have 
her arms wrapped around Him, but when 
I came to that place, the wood was rotted, 
so I cut it out, and made her arm drop and 
her hand point to the Baby.   

Bob and Debbie just 
stood there, dumbfounded.  
This positioning of her 
hand profoundly reflects 
the fundamental faith that 
Mary’s whole life and 
mission was and is to point 
the way to her Son.

* * * * * * * * * 
As a heartwarming 

aside, Howard used the 
money they had given 
him to move to Christmas 
Valley in Eastern Oregon 
and buy a mobile home.  
It was something he had 
wanted to do for a very 
long time, but had not had 
the means to make  
it happen. 

* * * * * * * * *
The statue design 

and the grotto itself are 
consistent with scripture.  
People who are mindful 
of the Mother of Jesus can 
identify many scripture 
passages in which she 
stands aside and remains 

quiet.  Just as the finger on the statue 
points away from the mother and toward 
the Son, so it is that she does the same 
in these biblical passages, and remains 
constant to this message today.

The wooden statue of the Blessed 
Mother with its unusual history sits just to 
the west of the fountain in our courtyard 
and gently beckons to our students to 
come and sit a while and contemplate  
her Son.  

In our tradition, we believe that when 
visitors enter the grotto they are invited to 
open their hearts to the mother of Jesus, 
trusting that she might lovingly lift their 
concerns to her Beloved Son. 

During the mid ‘80s a Marist family 
took a pilgrimage to Medjugorje, a 
town in the former Yugoslavia.  When 
they returned they began to share their 
account of its powerful impact on their 
lives.  Their story was one of great joy for 
having gone to a place where the Blessed 
Mother of Jesus was reported to have 
been appearing since 1981.    

This family and others humbly 
shared an undeniable renewal of God’s 
love for them and an indescribable vigor 
in their faith.  Their hearts, touched so 
deeply, longed to share it with others. 

In 1989 approximately 70 people, 
including 45 students along with a few 
Marist teachers and several Marist parents 
and family members, began working 
together to raise funds in order to make 
a physical and spiritual pilgrimage to 
Medjugorje in what is now known as 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.  At the same time, 
several groups around the City of Eugene 
began meeting to pray the rosary.  A 
year later, in 1990, another group of 
approximately 60 Marist students and 20 
parents and chaperones raised funds to do 
the same.  

Rosary groups were held in churches 
and in homes.  Marian Conferences were 
held in Eugene and Portland.  During and 

after the pilgrimages, many of the Marist 
parents involved began raising the idea of 
having a grotto at Marist High School.

At the same time, St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church downtown had just completed 
a Marian grotto in their courtyard.  The 
design was perfect.  Our then-principal, 
Dominican Father Vincent Lopez, was 
approached with the parents' concept.  He 
was open to the idea, but stated that the 
statue would need to be made of marble 
or of wood.  The costs were to be covered 
by a few but generous donors.  Care 
would need to be given to each  
penny spent.

Marble statues were out of reach 
financially.  They needed to pursue the 
cost of having something carved of wood.  
Teacher Bob Devereaux and wife Debbie 
traveled the Oregon coastline stopping at 
various wood art dealers.  They felt like 
children, who knew there was a plan, but 
knew they were to be led one step at a 
time, changing direction only when doors 
closed in front of them.

In one shop an intricately hand-
carved wall hanging of charging horses 
caught their eye.  It was $5000; to hope 
that the artist would be willing to carve a 
statue of Our Lady within their proposed 
budget seemed pure folly.   But they were 

proceeding on faith, and knew that they 
would perhaps look ridiculous for asking.

The artist’s name was Howard 
Hevlin.  After they contacted him by 
phone, he invited them to his home 
in Corvallis alongside Mary’s River.  
(Editor’s note:  interesting coincidence, 
right???)   The artist had had several 
pieces on display at the gallery with an 
asking price of several thousand dollars 
each, and yet when they drove up to the 
address, they saw that it was a dilapidated 
structure that looked like it was about to 
fall over.  

Howard was about 55, tall, thin, 
and weathered, but he exuded a spirit of 
gentleness.  He had a full grey beard and 
a long ponytail.  They shared their hopes 
of a carved wooden statue, with a limited 
budget.  He was intrigued and gave them 
instructions as to what kind of log they 
would need:  three feet in diameter, and 
seven to eight feet tall, myrtle or ash 
hardwood.  Such a log would weigh up to 
2500 pounds! 

The search committee contacted 
several Marist parents who were in the 
lumber industry.  Each of the contacts 
expressed that finding a log of that 
type and dimension would be next to 
impossible.  Many suggested that the best 
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photo by Steve Barth
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Kathy Yocum taught 
English at Marist 
from 1977 - 2011 

and by her count has 
taught over 5,000 

Marist students.

A detail of Mary's hand pointing at the baby Jesus.

A close-up of Mary and Jesus A mounted plaque encourages all to present their prayers through Mary to Jesus.
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After the prayer and pilgrimage events of the 1980s, 
parents and others began to realize that Marist 
needed a place of escape for the students, a quiet 

place to which the kids did not need to travel, a hidden place 
waiting for them to come and be still, an enclosed little garden 
that could contain the hearts of the kids, that would shelter and 
protect the pulse-beat of the students.

In 1996, various areas on campus were suggested for the 
site of the grotto.  All agreed it should be open and yet enclosed.  
Many talented parent donors provided continuous ideas, 
materials, and financial support through its completion.

When the day of the dedication arrived in May, students 
attended a Mass in the gym, and then went outside to a sunny 
day where a swarm of over 500 students crowded around that 
little space and spilled into the fountain area.  One student 
crowned Our Lady’s head with flowers.  Dominican Fathers 
Vincent Lopez, Vincent Benoit, and Christopher Terry, as well 
as Archdiocesan priest Father David Cullings and all of us, 
including the artist, lifted our heads in song and bowed our 
heads in praise to the Mother of Christ and her Son.  Father 
Benoit in particular thanked the artist for having Our Lady’s 
finger point to her Son, and confirmed that the mother’s whole 
life, her whole being, points to her Son.  He also quietly noted 
that the words on the plaque attached to the wrought-iron grate 
built into the front of the grotto carry the essence of the  
same message:

Mary, Speak to Jesus for me.

After the dedication, Maureen Gieber, mother of seven 
students who attended Marist from 1967 to 1978, asked Debbie 
Devereaux why they had chosen that particular location for  
the grotto.  

Debbie explained that the Marist parents and donors who 
had been the driving force to create and see the project through 
its completion felt led to the conclusion that the grotto needed 
to be in the nucleus of the campus.  It was to be for all to see.  
It was to be a shining light to everyone who sets foot on our 
campus, inviting them to come and enter into the restful gaze of 
Baby Jesus and His Mother.

Maureen humbly shared that when the school was being 
built, Monsignor Murnane, who had donated the property for 
our high school, wanted a grotto to honor Mary.  Full of regret, 
people told him they were out of money and could not do it.  

Amazingly, Maureen noted, Monsignor went ahead and 
blessed that very piece of ground where the grotto now sits, 
specifically for a grotto.  Sadly, for 28 years his heart’s desire 
was not to be.  But now, the small, peaceful, private place for 
students to honor the Mother of Jesus and her Son sits quietly in 
our midst and beckons students to come, sit, stay a while, and 
turn their thoughts to God. 

Dedicating the Grotto
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Above: Flowers surrounding the Grotto add beauty to the space. Photos by Brittany Wong '15, Hanna Mack '12, Megan Braud '13, and Jackson Bedbury '13  

Left: The Grotto as it stands now in the Winter of 2013 during a December snowfall. Photo by Alex Seaver '13

Marist Chaplain at the time, Fr. Vincent Benoit, OP, speaks at the dedication of the 
grotto in May of 1996 to the entire courtyard of students, staff and guests as Fr. 
Chris Terry, OP, looks on.
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Compiled by Beth Wirth
Photos from the Marist Archives and the Kingsley/Portz family photo collection.  
The author would like to thank Connie Portz, Fred and Hazel Kingsley's granddaughter and daughter of Bill 
Kingsley, for the information and photos on the Kingsley family and property and the inspiration for this story.

Risk & Faith
Over the past 65 years Marist’s 

property has been transformed 
from a flood zone, to a bean field and 
homestead, and, finally, to a school. 
From the first homesteaders to the 

Archdiocese of Portland, each group of 
people that has worked on and for this 
land has taken a calculated risk in its 

vision and hopes for it.

1947—After having sent the two 
elder boys away to fight in the war, Fred 
and Hazel chose to return to the West for 
good. They knew that the soil here was 
far better than what Kansas could offer. 
Fred and Hazel decided to take a risk on 
a piece of property that had—because 
of its tendency to flood each and every 
winter—been difficult to sell. They knew 
the 34 acres of land, complete with a 
house and a barn, between Goodpasture 
Island Road and the Willamette River, 
was only made more fertile from all the 
loam and silt brought by the floodwaters 
of the river. With a $2000 down payment, 
Fred and Hazel were on their way to 
paying off the $7500 the property cost. 
They grew Blue Lake pole green beans 
for the next 15 years and lived in the 
house that came with the property. 

1954—The Dexter Dam was 
completed, which stopped the area 
surrounding the Kingsleys' property from 
flooding in the winter. In that same year, 
Fred and Hazel built a new home —to 
replace the original house. 

1961—Fred had a mild stroke, 
and his physical condition required 
them to sell some of the property. In 
1962, almost 28 acres were sold to the 
Archdiocese of Portland for $69,000 
that would be paid off over seven 
years; the Kingsleys carried the loan 
at a 5% interest rate. They also sold 
four acres to Eugene Broadcasters, 
where the radio tower sits today. They 
kept 1.86 acres where they lived in 
their home until 1978 when Fred was 
moved to an assisted living home. Fred 
passed away in 1980. 

1965—Proposal for Marist 
to replace St. Francis, contingent 
upon the completion of the 
Washington-Jefferson Bridge. 

May 23, 1967—Groundbreaking for 
Marist High School. 

1967—The Washington-Jefferson 
Bridge was completed, allowing citizens 
to reach the other side of the river. 

Fred, Bill, 
Curtis, 
Bob and 
Hazel 
Kingsley 
in the late 
'20s before 
moving 
west to 
Oregon in 
1937 and 
again in 
1947.

An aerial view of the Washington-Jefferson 
bridge construction from the Register Guard.

An aerial view of the early constructions 
on the Marist Campus

1937—Having been hit hard by the 
dust bowl, Fred and Hazel Kingsley brought 
their boys Bob, Bill and Curtis to Oregon in 
search of work but soon returned to Kansas. 

The Kingley's new house was completed in 1954 and 
still sits on the south end of the Marist property. Many 
Marist staff members have lived in the house over the 
years since the Kingsleys sold it to Marist in 1978.

A view of the Kingsley house from where 
the new high school would be built.

A view 
of the 

Kingsley 
house from 

where the 
new high 

school 
would be 

built.

St. Francis student body president Urban Moore '67 tosses a 
shovel of dirt as Pat O'Malley '67 looks on at the groundbreaking 
for the new Marist High School in May of 1967.

A committee of St. Francis students that was formed to help choose 
the school colors, mascot, and names of publications stands proudly 
at the groundbreaking in May of 1967.
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Fall, 1968—Marist High School 
opened its doors to 400 new students. 
The campus, costing $1.8 million, 
included the main campus, baseball 
field, football field, tennis courts and a 
track. The athletic facilities were built 
with the help of volunteers. At this point, 
Fred and Hazel Kingsley were still 
living on the property and, according to 
their granddaughter, Connie Portz, Fred 
delighted in having the students around  
his home, and the football field behind 
his house was an added bonus. Three of 
Connie's children, Michelle Portz ’87, 
Nicole Portz ’90 and Jon Portz were 
Marist alumni.

1976—Up to this point, the 
Marist Brothers had been living in 
mobile homes on the property, so 
a group of parents took on the task 
of building a new residence for the 
Brothers. With an estimated 85% of 
the work being done by volunteers, 
construction on the new residence for 
the Marist Brothers began. 

1977—The Residence 
for the Marist Brothers was 
completed.

1980—The Kingsleys’ house 
was purchased by the Archdiocese 
for Monsignor Murnane to live in 
for his retirement. 

1992—Marist Brothers 
announce that, due to their 
overall declining population, 
as of June 1994 there would no 
longer be Brothers serving at 
Marist Catholic High School.

1995—The track had never been 
level since it was created in 1968, so 
with the generous help of a Bowerman 
Grant, the track was re-engineered for 
drainage and many of the field events 
were re-engineered and/or moved to 
different locations.

1996—As Marist continued to 
grow, there was a need for an event 
center as well as added space for 
sports teams to practice; Dr. Robert 
Furrer headed up the initiative for the 
Activity Center that would also add a 
weight room and a new band room. 

Marist Catholic High 
School was open for 
students in the Fall 
of 1968.

A newspaper 
clipping 
from the 
Register 
Guard in 
1968.

Foundation Director Jack Warfield and Marist 
teacher Ed Hummell throw a shovel of dirt at the 
groundbreaking for the new Activity Center as 
Principal Fr. Vincent Lopez, OP, stands behind.

Moving the long and triple jump runways to the south end of the track.

The final surfacing of the track after the reengineering was done.

The Marist 
track being 

redone in 
1995 

Setting the foundations for the new 
Activity Center in 1996.

An arial 
view of 
Marist 
under 

construciton 
in 1968.

The Brothers Residence under construction.

Marist Brother Thomas 
Simmons works on a new 
residence for the Brothers who 
lived and worked at Marist.

The newly completed Brothers 
Residence North of the school.



2013 TODAY2012 2012

1716    MARIST MAGAZINE WINTER 2013

2012—Marist purchased the “radio tower property,” 
owned for the last 15 years by two Marist families who 
had originally purchased the property to protect the 
Marist school site from encroachment by apartments 
and to also comply with recommendations from school-
safety experts that a more secure boundary area was 
needed.  The price—the same as it had sold for over 15 
years ago.  The underlying financing was handled by the 
Marist Foundation with the school now making monthly 
payments and soliciting donations from supporters to 
pay off the balance.  

2013—Fred and Hazel 
Kingsley's great-great 
grandchildren, Madison Martin and 
Alexis Cross, will be graduating 
from Marist Catholic High School 
as part of the Class of 2014. 

2012—William 
"Bill" Kingsley 
passed away on April 
17, 2012 at the age 
of 90. He was the 
last of the Kingsley's 
original family 
of five.

2013—Marist is now in the process 
of carefully considering  potential 
improvements  to this property. Although 
these buildings were well built, after 
45 years, they are in need of some 
repair. Additionally, with enrollment 
steadily increasing, Marist is proposing 
investment in new classrooms dedicated 
to science and technology, new academic 
programs, and endowment growth 
to meet growing tuition assistance 
needs. Recently, the Marist community 
participated in a feasibility study to gauge 
philosophical and financial support of 
new changes that are sure to impact the 
future of Marist as much as changes done 
in the past.  The Board and administration 
will be rolling out specifics in the coming 
months.

Building on the Legacy
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Changing Landscape, 
Consistent Vision

Just as the landscape of 1900 
Kingsley Road has changed over 
the past 75+ years, so too have 
the buildings, from a simple 

farmhouse to a thriving school that 
encompasses a network of classrooms, 
gyms, playing fields, commons, offices, 
and residences. 

These transformations have taken 
place as a result of a change in owners 
and leadership, but nevertheless have 
been based on a consistent vision:  a 
thriving high school that provides a 
faith-based, invigorating education and 
leadership opportunities to prepare our 
youth for college and whatever paths  
lie ahead. 

Teacher Ryan Moser demonstrates a scientific 
principle.

Bill Kingsley, the son of Fred and Hazel 
Kingsley, who passed away in 2012, had  a 
24-year military career and was a World War 
II veteren and a part of the D-Day+10 invasion 

in Normandy, France. He met and married his 
wife, Belgian-born Marie Therese, in 1945.

The four-acre plot of land  in the 
northeast corner of the property 
recently purchased by Marist. 
This land is part of the original 
34 acres owned and farmed by 
the Kingsleys.

The front of Marist Catholic High School as it 
stands today.

Madison Martin '14 and Lexi Cross '14.

A group of sophomores enjoy lunch time with friends 
in the cafeteria.

Students work in the Robotics Lab.
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by Suzanne Graf

Suzanne Graf is the 
Development Director at 

Marist. Suzanne shares 
an update about the 

community's response 
to the future capital 

improvements at Marist.

Feasibility Study Results
In December and early January 

Marist participated in a feasibility study 
to test a set of upgrades for the school 
that would allow us to remain the best 
option for the highest quality, faith-based, 
college prep high school in our area. 

Specifically, we asked our 
community what they thought about 
adding classrooms and refurbishing 
some of our existing 45-year-old 
classrooms, upgrades to our athletic 
facilities, facilities improvements to our 
roof and HVAC systems, expansion and 
enrichment of academic programs, and 
growth of the Foundation endowment that 
helps meet the needs of tuition assistance. 
Outside consultants conducted the 
survey and participation was excellent. 
More than 190 individuals or couples 
participated, including 65 personal 
interviews and 127 mail/online surveys. 

All who responded saw the need 
for making physical and program 
improvements, thus ensuring the long-
term viability of Marist. We are grateful 
for such a positive response.

Next Steps
This study has provided the school 

and Foundation important insights 
regarding the scope and priorities that 
will guide us as we move into the next 
phase of our master planning process and 
ultimately a fundraising campaign that 
will help Marist continue to grow and 
meet the needs of our students in the 21st 
century. We look forward to sharing the 
progress along the way.

This is an exciting time for Marist. 
Never has our community had a campaign 
of this magnitude. We know that it is 
going to take hard work, perseverance, 
incredible generosity, and the unwavering 
faith of our School and Foundation 
Boards, teachers, staff, parents, alumni, 
friends, and students.

Once again, we have the opportunity 
to demonstrate that We are One!

 “All who responded saw the need for making 
physical and program improvements, thus ensuring 

the long-term viability of Marist.” 
- Andy Gaertner, Steier Group Consultant
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"Forgiveness is tremendous 
strength. It is the action of someone 
who refuses to be consumed by 
hatred and revenge." 
Sr. Helen Prejean, C.S.j.
Author of Dead Man Walking
and national leader 
in the fight against 
the death penalty

"Ditto." 
rabbi MauriCe HarriS
Rabbi, writer and professor 
at the University of Oregon

Four religious leaders speak to the 
Marist community on forgiveness in 

the Marist gym in October.
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Marist seniors 
listen to an 

interfaith 
dialogue in the 

Marist gym.

"Hatred hurts the 
hater more than 
the hated." 
ibraHiM HaMide
Eugene peace and human rights 
activist and owner of Café Soriah
in Eugene

rev. Melanie OOMMen
Associate Minister, pastor, 
preacher, teacher and 
leader in the social justice 
ministries at the First 
Congregational United 
Church of Christ in Eugene

Senior Eric 
Hammerschmith 
poses a question 

to the panel 
as the head of 

Campus Ministry, 
Rick Martin, 

looks on. 
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Students and staff were moved deeply by the heart 
of a discussion recently witnessed in the Marist gym. 
In October four religious leaders—one Catholic, one 
Jewish, one Muslim and one Christian—gathered for an 
interfaith dialogue about the importance of forgiveness.
 
"In our society, forgiveness is often seen as weakness. 
People who forgive those who have hurt them or their 
family are made to look as if they really don't care 
about their loved ones. But forgiveness is tremendous 
strength. It is the action of someone who refuses to be 
consumed by hatred and revenge," writes Sr. Helen 
Prejean C.S.J., a national leader in the fight to abolish 
the death penalty and the author of Dead Man Walking.

Each panelist shared his or her thoughts and 
perspectives on forgiveness in light of their personal 
religions, their views sharing so much in common that 
by the time Rabbi Harris spoke all he said at first 
was “Ditto.” 

"Hatred hurts the hater more than the hated," Ibrahim 
Hamide—a Eugene peace and human rights activist, 
and a Muslim—said. Hamide explained to the listeners 
how the hatred he and others of his faith felt in the 
aftermath of 911 challenged him to put his words and 
faith into action.

The panel was a springboard for discussions throughout 
the day, not just in theology classes. Hearing wise men 
and women speak to the often counter-culture act of 
forgiveness gave all hope, and hopefully tools, to make 
what we pray for in the Lord's Prayer a reality: "Forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us." At least it's a start. 

An Interfaith Dialogue
By Toni Cooper 

(Based on an original 
report by Chris Keylock '15)
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Jane Hibbard was an unlikely 
candidate for being a nun. She 
was a tomboy who spent her 

summers swimming in the pool behind St. 
Francis Catholic School (now O’Hara), 
playing football with her three brothers, 
watching sports, and, during the school 
year, avoiding school work at all cost. 

When asked about how she discerned 
her call she says, “When I was a 
sophomore in high school, I remember 
going into the chapel at St. Francis, and 
I felt this strong spiritual experience and 
connection, and I remember saying to 
God, ‘Are you crazy?’ Because I was the 
most unlikely candidate to do this. I was a 
tomboy. I was a fat little kid! Why would 
God want me?” 

However, beyond these snapshot 
moments, quirks and flaws, God’s call 
to her was clear through it all. “I was 
heavily pestered by God. I didn’t agree 
with Him and I kept asking Him if He 
was sure. I mean, I was impetuous and 
undisciplined – why would God call me 
to a teaching order of nuns? But I was 
blessed with a deep certitude about my 
call to be a Sister of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary. I knew that was the order 
for me.” 

She was and is comfortable with that 
tension between herself and God, and 
it’s been her willingness to listen and, 
according to Sr. Jane, “always, always 
showing up and paying attention” that has 
kept her following God’s call for her life 
and looking out for those in need.  

After she graduated from St. Francis 
in 1964, the transition to the convent 
wasn’t easy. “I went straight from St. 
Francis to the convent at the Marylhurst 
campus in Portland. You go from being 
this blathering kid to keeping silence 
all day long except for two periods’ 
time during the day and studying a 
college curriculum. My study skills were 
underdeveloped,” she says with admirable 

candor. However, she stuck with it, and 
the advice of her non-Catholic father was 
always with her: “Be here, with your 
choice now, and then look ahead to the 
next year and ask, ‘Is there something 
else I should do?’” 

She appreciated this advice as she 
adjusted to a life of quiet study and prayer 
at Marylhurst. And, as she adjusted she 
says, “Once I got into the system of life 
in the convent and being part of it, I have 
never thought about leaving.  I mean 
there are times in the first seven years 
when you think, ‘God, what have I gotten 
into?’ But that passed and it’s always  
been a great vocation for me.”

She spent seven years working as 
a teacher.  “I wasn’t a great teacher.  I 
loved the kids dearly but my classroom 
discipline was, uh, less than wonderful. 
They reacted to my personality, of course, 
so we were all bouncing off the walls.” 
God continued to pester Sr. Jane as He 
led her to be the principal at St. Francis 
of Assisi School in Bend and Holy 
Redeemer Elementary School in  
North Portland. 

She did what she loves most about 
being a nun: she built community. 
According to Brian Doyle of Portland 
Magazine, “Jane Hibbard was the 
greatest principal you ever saw. Funny, 
organized, a genius fundraiser, a genius 
at drawing neighbors and parents and 
alumni and benefactors into the cheerful 
bubbling multi-racial, multi-religious, 
multi-cultural soup of the Holy Redeemer 
community, Jane Hibbard built a school 
in Portland’s motley north district so 
renowned and so popular that students 
came to it from two states, educators 
visited by the busload, Holy Redeemer 
established its first endowment, and Jane 
was honored with an honorary doctorate 
of public service by the University of 
Portland, Oregon’s Catholic university.1”  

This honorary doctorate came as a 
surprise to Sr. Jane. “I was absolutely 
flabbergasted when I was given that 
award from University of Portland. When 
I got that letter in the mail, I almost just 
tossed it! I mean, honorary doctorate? I 
thought,  ‘Are you sure I deserve this?’”

When Doyle called to interview her 
for Portland Magazine, she told him that 
she wasn’t sure if she was even going to 
respond to the letter, as she was so busy 
running the school, to which Doyle said, 
“Look I don’t know you very well, but 
this is a big deal. Don’t just blow this 
off—this is really important.” Jane agreed 
that it did, in fact, end up being a really 
big deal.

In addressing how she was nominated 
in the first place, she tells us, “I was 
nominated by someone who saw the work 
we were doing in North Portland. Hey, 
when you’re there doing it every day, it 
doesn’t feel like a big deal. You know, 
you show up, you do what you can. And, 
one of my gifts–thank you, Lord–-is that 
I build community. I just had these great 
people around me. And through all the 
trials of gang warfare and terrible family 
situations, we got through it.”  

When she talks about her strengths as 
an administrator she says, “I did a good 
job with the bottom line, but we would 
also just take kids.  One day a woman 
arrived, and she had just gotten off the 
train with these four kids, and she was 
running away from an abusive husband 
in Los Angeles. So, we took the kids into 
the school and we figured out housing for 
them. This is what we do. We embrace 
those less fortunate and trust that the 
bottom line will work out.” 

Throughout all of this, she built 
strong meaningful relationships with 
community members who helped her raise 
money and awareness about the school, 
and the dollars that were produced went 
on to help children who needed it most. 

Pestered by God By Beth Wirth

Sr. Jane Hibbard, SNJM 
is an alumnus who has 
shaped lives as young as 
5 and as old as 100. As 
she has taken on various 
callings as a Sister of 
the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary, she has 
maintained a fantastic 
sense of humor and 
an inspirational ear for 
God’s calling in her 
work and life.
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One summer day, sixteen years after 
she accepted her job as a principal, she 
was in London visiting her brother. As 
she sat in Hyde Park, she felt an intense 
presence telling her that the following 
year should be her last year serving as 
principal. She gave her notice, served one 
more year, and took a one-year sabbatical 
to discern what her next move would be. 

She continued to use her gifts 
as a community builder during the 
construction of Mary’s Woods which is a 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 
(CCRC) located at Marylhurst near 
Lake Oswego.  This CCRC serves the 
needs of many elderly residents as well 
as the Sisters.  This was an incredible 
undertaking and she was delighted to be 
involved. 

Currently, she serves as one of five 
of the Provincial Leadership Team that 
oversees the U.S.-Ontario Province of 
the community. She loves the work that 
she is doing, but she is always waiting 
and listening for her next call: “As I am 
getting older it’s a matter of showing up 
every day and doing what I need to be 
doing. I think in your '40s, '50s and '60s, 
you do your major work—whatever it is. 
Some of us have many major works and 
others of us have a few. So, now I  feel 

like my job is helping our sisters with 
their health and wellness.  We also make 
decisions about all of our institutions. I 
am certainly not going anywhere, and I 
am very happy where I am, so it’s just 
a matter of showing up every day and 
paying attention to what God says, and I 
feel like God is in charge of all of that.”

In addition to all that she already 
has on her plate, she is also passionate 
about how the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious, to which the Sisters of 
the Holy Names belong, are engaging in 
a conversation between the Vatican and 
themselves. This conversation has been in 
and out of the news over the past months, 
and currently a doctrinal assessment is 
underway, a move that was a surprise to 
the organization’s members.  It has been 
a challenging time for women religious, 
but they are handling it with dignity and 
grace. For Sr. Jane it comes down to 
maintaining and supporting the changes 
that were established by the Second 
Vatican Council. 

Changing the language and turning 
the altar around to face the worshiping 
community were important parts of 
this doctrinal shift, she observes, but 
above and beyond that the biggest and 
most important alteration was how the 
congregation was now invited to engage 
with God. “The whole concept that the 
people are the church, and that each 
individual can communicate with God 
called us to a new reality.  It was radical.  
It’s the picture of community—we 
share in this, which is really the most 
important part of the Christian religion. 
What Vatican II did was say, ‘we are all 
the people of God and this should be a 
cooperative venture.’”

“Another beautiful element about this 
shift was that it opened an ecumenical 
conversation, which acknowledged that 
God is present in other traditions as well 
as our own” she continued. “Additionally, 
we were all given the ability to access the 
Word of God through liturgy, scriptural 
study, and in community. Prior to this, the 
priest seems to have had the authority to 

read and interpret for us.” 
Sr. Jane took her vows as a nun 

right around when Vatican II was 
underway, which was a thrilling time to 
be entering her ministry. She was elated 
that the leadership in Rome asked women 
religious to “go back and look at your 
founding documents and ask, ‘What is 
the charism of your community and how 
should you be updating to live  
that today?’”

She noted, “A lot of women religious 
felt called to be out there among lay 
people and having many relationships 
with many types of people. We went 
back to the founding documents of our 
community and considered how to rewrite 
them so they were more in touch with 
what was happening at the time. As a 
result, we renewed and revived how we 
wanted to be in and with this world.  This 
document is a beautiful expression of  
our community.”

It has been challenging for women 
religious to be questioned on the work 
they are doing and have been doing, but 
Sr. Jane continues to have faith in the 
work set before the church.  She observes, 
“Right now, with the divisions within the 
church, it may look a little bizarre from 
the outside, but I think what the Holy 
Spirit is doing right now is empowering 
people to take responsibility and deepen 
their faith.”

Jane Hibbard is a woman who takes 
all of her jobs seriously, but she maintains 
a remarkably entertaining sense of humor 
about herself. Although she has never 
expected to do extraordinary things, God 
has used her ability and willingness to 
show up every day to change lives. 

“The whole concept that the people are the church, and that each individual 
can communicate with God called us to a new reality.  

It was radical." - Jane Hibbard

Jane Hibbard, as seen on her Blue and Gold 
Alumni Hall of Fame plaque which hangs in the 
Marist 100 wing.

As a freshman I really enjoyed 
Father Dave’s  homily about 
the penguins and the geese 

that he traditionally gives during the 
Freshman Lock-in during late September.  
However, I did not come to appreciate it as 
much as I do now that I am a senior having 
listened to it for the second time.  

Father Dave explains to the group 
how penguins huddle together for warmth 
in a giant circle.   Each penguin takes 
turns on who is on the outside of the cold 
circle.  Also, each year when the penguins 
migrate, they always come back and 
meet up in the same place, no matter the 
distance, and they never have a sense of 
direction or help; they simply just know 
where to go.

Geese, in their own way, are very 
similar.  They always fly together in the 
“V” formation and take turns on who is 
in the front of the V and who flies in the 
back of the V.  If one gets sick, two others 
will always stay with it until it is better.  A 
goose is never alone.

As a freshman, I never realized how 
important my classmates would become 
to me.  A huge perk of being at Marist is 
our small class size, and so we really do 
all know each other.  Looking back from 
freshman year to senior year, I realized 
that freshman year we were all pretty bad 
penguins and geese.  We hardly helped one 
another or took turns in supporting  
each other. 

Sophomore year the huddles were 

definitely visible, except they were 
huddles, plural, not one big huddle like it 
should be.  Selective groups were made 
and it felt like a bunch of penguin cliques.  
If one was hurt, maybe one or two would 
help, but only from that certain group.

Junior year came and the huddles 
widened and let more people in.  The 
Encounter definitely gave people a sense 
of direction and now we all knew we could 
rely on more than just a certain group  
of people.

Now that it is senior year, I feel like 
we have definitely come together even 
more.  We struggle through classes, help 
each other, pick one another up from a 
stressful day, and vent to one another 
about the homework load and college 
preparation.  As college approaches, we all 
have one common stress, and oftentimes 
we work together and take turns trying to 
cope with it.

College means the majority of us will 
be separated, so I hope the rest of senior 
year is filled with even bigger huddles and 
supportive V-formations.  We are learning 
things from one another and becoming 
a big huddle.  Although next year will 
be much different, I definitely hope and 
can see all of us migrating back towards 
one another over breaks, because we 
will always impact and be a part of one 
another.  This is ultimately the role of good 
penguins and supportive geese, which we 
are all learning and becoming to be. 

THE PENGUINS AND 
THE GEESE Lauren Sibole ’13

As part of their Christian Leadership class, students are periodically asked to pause 
and reflect on various topics.  This piece was written in response to a request to select 
one dimension of their religious or spiritual experience at Marist.  

1 Doyle article in Vision at http://www.
vocationnetwork.org/articles/show/299

Associate Editor Beth 
Wirth teaches American 

Literature, Freshman 
Literary Genre and Student 

Leadership, and is the 
moderator of student 

activities.
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worked hard, not just in practices, but in 
his spare minutes.  He bonded with team 
members and found a home away from 
his usual sports. He began to compete and 
surprised himself as he found success. 

I will never forget the look on his 
face when I met him after a debate round 
to share the news that he qualified for 
his first “finals round,” where the top six 
competitors from a tournament compete 
to determine the ultimate winner. “But I 
was horrible!” he stated in a mixture of 
confusion, self-doubt and disbelief. “No,” 
I assured him, “You don’t realize this yet, 
but you are really good at this, and you’ll 
be fine!” In the next tournament, he took 
home the second-place trophy. 

Later I discovered that since finding 
his home on the team, his classroom 
behavior has improved, grades have gone 
up and he is much more focused. 

This type of behavior is not an 
isolated incident. The benefits of 
competitive speech and debate are 
enormous. According to the National 
Forensics League, which governs high 
school speech competition nationwide, 
students who compete improve their 
reading, listening, speaking and writing 
skills. They also improve critical 
thinking and confidence, have increased 
motivation during schoolwork, and have 
more intellectual curiosity. There are also 
considerable rewards, including having a 
significant edge in college admissions and 
many scholarship opportunities.

On a rainy Saturday in December 
of 2012, teams from throughout Oregon 
gathered at Marist Catholic High 
School for a the first annual tournament, 
nicknamed “Spartan Speaks.” Interested 
community members and teachers were 
here to volunteer as judges. On this day, 
the coaches and team members from 
the University of Oregon Speech and 
Debate team are on hand helping the 

judges to provide extra feedback, so the 
competitors can significantly improve 
their presentations as the competition 
season heats up. 

As the tournament ramps up, so does 
the realization that this is a vital activity 
for our students. Marist School Board 
President Chris Cardani, volunteering 
as a judge, stated,  “I only wish I could 
have learned these skills in high school! 
Instead I had to learn the hard way during 
my freshman year of law school.”  Even 
longtime Marist English teacher Kathy 
Yocum caught the Speech bug: “I had no 
idea this was so much fun! How have I 
missed this for all these years?”    

Public speaking, fun? Most 
Americans still identify public speaking 
as their Number One fear. But those that 
push out of their comfort zones to see 
what it’s all about find a reward greater 
than they ever expected.

As a Marist Parliamentary Debate 
team scrambles to finish their case in 
their final two minutes of preparation 
with hearts beating, sweat building and 
tension mounting, but also filled with the 
excitement of having points they really 
feel will dazzle their competitors, they 
look forward to the coming round. While 
competing is stressful at the time, the 
knowledge and confidence they feel of 
knowing they can be heard and defend 
their case against the coming fight is a 
terrific feeling. 

It is one that will help them in every 
facet of life, and one that will provide 
memories they’ll never forget.

Steve Barth is in his second year 
as the Speech and Debate coach 

for Marist. He also serves as 
the Vice President of the Oregon 

High School Speech Coaches 
Association, working as an 

advocate for speech and debate 
programs with high schools 

throughout Oregon.

Two minutes left. It’s almost 
“go time.”  Terror courses 
through your veins. Fear 

begins to grip you. Your heart beats 
quickly, your palms begin to sweat, your 
throat dries and your breath shortens. In 
an instant, your mind clears and you have 
no idea what you are about to say. The 
tension in the room feels just like the end 
of a tied-up state championship  
football game. 

But this is no athletic event. This 
is the end of the 15-minute preparation 
period that takes place before a 
Parliamentary Debate competition round. 
In these 15 short minutes, competing 
students have been given a current-
events-based topic, and must prepare a 
case to prove why their side is correct. 
Then they will stand before a judge and 
their competitors to not only present their 
case clearly but defend their points when 
the other team presents an alternate point 
of view. 

The human brain races fast and 
furiously during these final two minutes 
of preparation, knowing what is ahead. 
But for students around the state 
competing in Speech and Debate, also 
called Forensics, this is a regular part of 
competition:  they roar into combat, but 
leave smiling 45 minutes later.

Schools around the country offer 
students the ability to compete in the art 
of public speaking.  Speech and debate 
can be compared to track.  In track, most 
events center around one thing: running. 
But running can take many forms 
including sprints, hurdles or distance 
runs, with each competitor choosing a 
specialty depending on his or her interest 
and skills. 

Speech and Debate is very similar. 
All events focus on one basic action, 
speaking.  Some students choose debating 
events where they can take and defend 
a position in the arena of today’s varied 
current events.  Others choose speaking 
events that focus on presentation skills. 
Still others choose acting events where 
published sources can be interpreted and 
presented from memory (see sidebar). 

The competitive season begins in 
October, with tournaments taking place 
throughout the school year leading up to 
the State Championships in April.

Speech and Debate at Marist, like 
at most schools, attracts a vast diversity 
of students. Some are confident and 
outgoing (and according to their parents 
who contend with their teens daily, expert 
debaters).  They enjoy the spotlight 
achieved by hard work, practice, and 
success. Some are by their very nature 

quiet and shy and really looking for 
ways to improve by stepping out of their 
comfort zones. 

Many stereotypical “speech types” 
are easy to spot, with acting skills in their 
blood and a seemingly almost natural 
need to present information. A coach’s 
job, however, is not to just find students 
who will excel and are natural fits, but to 
find those who need the program, in ways 
difficult to describe.

As Marist’s coach I observed one 
student making an oral presentation in 
a regular class earlier this year. Visibly 
in fear, he quickly jumped from point to 
point, stuttering when he got nervous. 
His speech lasted for less than 45 seconds 
before he sat down, looking  
totally defeated. 

While many would discount him as 
a candidate for a competitive speech and 
debate team, something about him stood 
out and I approached him after class 
about joining my team, assuming he’d 
laugh off the idea. Surprisingly, he perked 
up at the suggestion and seemed flattered 
at the fact that a speech coach had seen 
something in him that he himself just 
could not see. He came to practice  
that afternoon. 

Over the next several months of 
work, his evolution was staggering. He 

SPEAK

Competitive Speaking 
Events:

• Cross Examination Debate
      2 on 2 researched debate
• Parliamentary Debate
      2 on 2 impromptu debate
• Lincoln Douglas Debate
      1 on 1 value researched debate
• Public Forum Debate
      2 on 2 "Crossfire" style debate
• Impromptu Speaking
      A 5-minute speech, with only 30 
      seconds of preparation
• Expository Speaking
      A memorized business presentation
• Radio Commentary
      Judges only hear you. It's all the 
      power of your voice during delivery
• Original Oratory
      An inspirational, motivating speech
• Extemporaneous Speaking
      In-depth analysis, 30-minutes prep
• After-Dinner Speaking
      Serious topics, but funny delivery
• Dramatic Interpretation
      An acting-style serious monologue
• Humorous Interpretation
      An acting-style humor monologue
• LIBIELL
      Interpretation for English beginners
• Duo Interpretation
      Acting event for teams of two
• Poetry
      An interpretive reading of poetry
• Prose
      An interpretive reading of narration

TEAM
by Steve Barth

Marist has an active speech and debate prograM, but who would want to coMpete by giving a speech?

Left: Jessica Lynch '16 shows off her Original Oratory win. Middle: Heather Clarke '15 displays her "Avengers Style" 3rd place trophy for Expository Speaking at the 
Grants Pass tournament. Right: Abby Pandina '15 gives a thumbs up after a first round debate victory at the Willamette University tournament. 

2012-13 Marist Speech & Debate team members: Abby Pandina '15, Heather Clarke '15, Ben Bollinger '15, 
Simon Olson '13, Jeff Carr '14, Jessica Lynch '16 and coach Steve Barth. Not pictured: Jacob Kiefer '15.
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Marist football (11-2) was hoping 
for their first 5A state title af-

ter easily capturing their 3rd Midwestern 
League title in a row but fell to the Sher-
wood Bowmen (13-0) 46-20 in the highly 
anticipated 5A championship game, a 
rematch of the 2010 championship game 
also lost to the Bowmen. 

For the second year in a row, senior 

cross country runner Monica Anderson 
won the girls Midwestern District title. 
Her victory along with Molly Bohrer (3rd) 
and Anne Yates (4th) earned the team their 
third Midwestern team title. At the 5A 
State Championships, Anderson finished 
8th and led her team to 7th place overall. 

The boys cross country team was led 
by junior JP Kiefer who also won the Mid-
western District title and helped his team 
finish second. He was followed by junior 
Garrett Stollar (7th), sophomore Truett 
Hanes (8th), and senior Zach Silva (9th). 
The team placed 11th at State. 

Girls soccer (7-7) finished 3rd in 
league and made it to the first round of 
State while the boys team (8-5-1) finished 
2nd in league and lost in their first Play-In 
game to Sandy HS.

Marist volleyball ended their season 
with a 3-19 record and no trip to post-
season play.

The Marist coed waterpolo team 
(3-8) had a strong season and made it 
to the State playoffs for the 1st time in  
school history.

On Dec. 12, the Marist commu-
nity celebrated the Feast of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, an important day of 
celebration in Mexico, with a first ever all-

school Spanish Mass. 
For the past several years Fr. David 

Cullings has celebrated this all-Spanish 
Mass in the chapel with just Spanish stu-
dents but since the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception fell on a weekend, Fr. Dave 
thought that saying the Mass bilingually 
for the whole school could be a good op-
portunity to teach students that prayer is 
bigger than one language. 

The Spanish classes and Proclaim, the 
Marist Liturgical Choir, provided the read-
ings, responses and songs for the Mass.

The same evening hundreds of Eu-
gene worshippers gathered in the Marist 
gym to celebrate Mass with Archbishop 
Vlazny in a liturgy organized by a commit-
tee led by Fr. David Jaspers of St. Alice.This past holiday season, stu-

dents took part in multiple ser-
vice opportunities that benefitted the  
surrounding community.

In November, the Marist Volun-
teer Program, sponsored a “Five for the 
Feast” fundraiser which allowed MVP 
Moderator Jerry Ragan to hand a check 
for $3225 to an "ecstatic" Eugene Mis-
sion Executive Director Jack Tripp the 
day before Thanksgiving. “Marist not 
only gave our guests Thanksgiving din-
ner but their breakfast and meals for the 
next day and a half as well,” Tripp said. 
“We praise God for the generous hearts 
of the students at Marist to raise such a 
significant amount of money.”

After the Thanksgiving break, the 
National Honor Society and theology 
teachers coordinated the Angel Project 
which gathered food, clothes and gifts 
for 27 local families in need identified by 
Catholic Community Services.

The Marist swim team also stepped 

up to help in November by joining with 
North Eugene and Cottage Grove to host 
a one-of-a-kind charity fundraising relay 
meet benefitting Food for Lane County. 
"This is what Marist is all about,” Marist 
head coach Mike Cobarrubias said.

During the Christmas season Marist 
Strings members shared their talents at a 
number of Eugene retirement homes and 20 
Marist sophomores, juniors and seniors 
volunteered to help Santa pass out gifts 
to pre-school children from Head-Start at 
the Eugene Hilton.

With history teacher Jon Nuxoll 
in the lead, 40 AP US History 

students, most of them juniors, visited the 
Oregon state capitol in December to wit-
ness the formality of the electoral college 
voting process. 

Though the popular vote was settled 
back in November, the seven Oregon elec-

tors still had to cast their vote and as pre-
dicted all seven went to Barack Obama.

After the vote, Secretary of State Kate 
Brown, House Majority Leader Val Hoyle, 
and 2004 Marist graduate Devin Driscoll, 
who was the Campaign Director of Rhode 
Island for Obama, shared their reasons for 
stepping into the political world.

Marist Theatre Director Tony Rust just 
completed his second performance of 

the year, the 1960 musical comedy Little Shop of 
Horrors starring seniors Braden Bollinger and 
Brooke Gemmell as the employees of a run-down 
flower shop who try to move up in the world with 
the help of a carnivorous plant. Assistant Principal 
Rick Gardner played the bellowing voice of the in-
famous plant while Music Director Jim Reinking 
and his students played live accompaniment.

Fall Sport Recap

Juniors Garrett Stollar, 
Gavin Doremus and Danica 
Shepherd  bring the gifts 
gathered by their theology 
class to the cafeteria.

AP US History 
students visit the 
State Capitol 
in December to 
watch the 2012 
election process in 
action.

Seniors Brooke Gemmell and Braden Bollinger. 

Marist Volunteer Program 
moderator Jerry Ragan and 
students from all grades help 
out at the Hilton.

Father Dave discusses the end of the world and Our Lady 
of Guadalupe during the school-wide Mass Wednesday. 

Junior Dante 
Castille 
congratulates 
Sherwood 
after the 
championship 
game.

The Marist Strings class plays Christmas music for 
appreciative retirement home residents.

Journalism students gather during lunchtime at the  
University of Oregon.

Senior Monica 
Anderson races 
down the home 
stretch of the State 
Cross Country 
Meet of Lane 
Community 
College.

AP US History Class Experiences History Up Close

Marist Celebrates Our Lady in a New WayGenerosity Abounds in the Holiday Season The 2013 Mr. Spartans

Students Gather Information at Fall Press Day 

Marist newspaper and year-
book students and teacher 

Toni Cooper participated in Fall Press 
Day at the University of Oregon this 
past October. Northwest Scholastic 
Press sponsored the day of classes 
covering a variety of topics, from the 
art of conducting an interview and 
telling stories, to the importance of 
emerging digital media.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f J
er

ry
 R

ag
an

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
r

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
r

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
r

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
eg

an
 B

ra
ud

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
r

Photo by Toni C
ooper

Ph
ot

o 
by

 D
ev

in
 D

ri
sc

ol
l

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

i C
oo

pe
rPhoto by Toni C

ooper
Photo by Sharee W

aldron

On Feb. 13 Marist hosted 17 
guests  from China and their 

American tour guides for the day. 
The students and their chaperones are 
visiting the United States during their 
two-week New Year's break. Their day 
at Marist started with going to Ash 
Wednesday Mass—where  Fr. Dave had 
everyone wish them happy new year in 
Chinese—and was followed up with 
a real-American-cafeteria lunch and 
multiple cultural activity/exchanges 
with Marist students in foreign 
language, English and music classes. 

Chinese Students Visit

As  happens every year since 
1993, the senior girls have 

picked eight Mr. Spartans to spend the 
next four months raising funds to sup-
port Children’s Miracle Network. Two 
junior and eight senior girls will work 
alongside the boys in fundraising and 
planning the infamous Mr. Spartan  
Pageant that takes place on April 13 at 
7:30 p.m.

Back Row: Seniors Jackson Bedbury, Cade 
Miller, Simon Olson, Chris Damewood, and Josh 
Harper. Front Row: Zach Silva, Ben Fusek and 
Logan McGann.

Junior Ethan Smith tags a visiting Chinese 
student during a good old fashion game of Red 
Light, Green Light in the AC.

Marist Theatre 
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Chris Olafson 
’93 died on 
January 12, 2013 
after a long battle 
with cancer. 
While attending 
Marist, Chris was 
an avid swimmer 
and went on to 
the University of 

Tennessee where he later became an 
All American. He made it a priority to 
be a good friend to all around him and 
lived his live to the fullest. His parents, 
brother, family members, and friends 
will miss him greatly. 

Virginia 
Schmidt 
peacefully 
passed on 
January 13, 
2013. After 
raising her 
eight children, 
Virginia 
returned 
to work as 
registered 
nurse at 
McKenzie 
Willamette and 
then worked 
at Springfield 
High School 

for 15 years. Virginia was an active 
member in the St. Alice Church 
community and she will be missed 
dearly. Virginia is survived by her 
husband Larry, children Marian 
(Schmidt) Boileau ’72, Dave ’74, 
Catherine (Schmidt) Krauss ’76, 
Rita (Schmidt) Proulx ’78, Jane 
Schmidt ’79, Ruth (Schmidt) 
Walkins ’81, Joseph ’84, and Teresa 
Schmidt ’87, 21 grandchildren 
including McKenzie Schmidt 
’06, Brandon Weaver ’08, and 
Kelsea Schmidt ’10 and five great-

Terry Ogburn 
’07 was loved 
by many in 
the Marist 
and Eugene 
communities. 
He passed away 
on January 10, 
2013. During 
his time at 
Marist, Terry 
was involved 
in water polo, 
track, cross 
country, and 
he also played 
guitar in the 

jazz band. After graduation, he earned 
an Associate’s Degree in Culinary Arts 
and Food Management from Lane 
Community College. He is survived by 
his parents, Jeffrey and Debbie, and his 
brother Dennis Ogburn’09.  

Stanley 
Duyck was 
a valuable 
member of 
the Eugene 
and Marist 
Community. 
Stan received 
his business 
degree 
from the 
University of 
Oregon after 
discharging 
from the 

army and went on to become a founding 
partner in KPD Insurance. He loved to 
fish, hunt, and play golf with his wife 
Naomi. He volunteered with a variety of 
local organizations, including Volunteers 
in Medicine, Boy Scouts of America, 
and The Lions Club while raising his 
six children, Chip, Matthew, Chris ’74, 
Jeffrey, Kathryn (Duyck) Lathon 
’79, and Cynthia (Duyck) Couey ’81. 
Stan’s unconditional love for his family 
and strong commitment to helping others 
will be greatly missed, but always felt, 
through the Stan and Naoma Duyck 
Scholarship Fund that has helped parents 
like Tracy Dennis: 

“To know Stanley Duyck was a 
blessing. He was the type of person 
who quietly gave his unconditional 
support to Marist. Mr. Duyck was 
a generous, giving man and he will 
be missed on this earth, but will 
certainly be felt every day. Before 
he passed away on November 19, 
2012, I told him how thankful I was 
for people like him assisting people 
like me who wanted their kids to 
go to Marist but did not know how 
they could afford it. Having my 
three children attend Marist has been 
my greatest pride and I am forever 
grateful to Stan.” 
~Tracy Dennis, Marist Parent.  

Contact the Marist Foundation, 
541-686-0251, to find out how to 
donate to the Stan and Naoma Duyck 
Scholarship Fund.

Heidi Gori ’10 
has just published 
a book available 
in print or as 
an      e-book on 
Amazon.com, 
called A Touch of 
Lightning.  Mrs. 
Yocum gives it 
five stars and says 
it’s every bit as 
well-written as 
Hunger Games.  
Heidi is currently 

working on Book 2 of the Books of 
Eldingar series.

After attending 
Villanova for his 
undergraduate 
degree, Joshua 
Auerbach 
’00 finished 
medical school 
five years ago, 
then completed 
a residency 
in anesthesia, 
and is now 
doing a one-
year fellowship 
in regional 
anesthesia at the 

University of Pittsburgh. He misses the 
Pacific Northwest greatly and has plans 
to return to Portland or Seattle shortly. 

 

For more information head to: Marisths.org/reunion-schedule • 541.686.2234 • asaraceno@marisths.org 

Mark Your Calendar!  
Alumni Weekend: July 26-28 

✝
1990s

2000s

Alumni Forum
On Tuesday, March 12th, Marist will 
host an Alumni Forum at 6:30 p.m. in 
the ARC (old library) for local alumni to 
discuss ways for the school to creatively 
engage alumni! Contact Angela 
Saraceno '07 at (541) 681-5497 or 
asaraceno@marisths.org for more 
information. We hope to see you there!

Mike Hayes ’98 and his wife Amanda 
(Tillman) Hayes met in their freshman 
year at Marist in 1994 and have been 
inseparable ever since. After being 
together for 18 years and married for 
five, they have been blessed with two 
beautiful children, Madilyn and Maxon, 
whom they are raising in 
Medford, Oregon.

Stephen Cettel ’05 and sister Abby 
Cettel ’08 are creating great lives for 
themselves. Stephen is an alumnus 
of Vanguard University of Southern 
California and is currently working as a 
Technical Sales and Marketing Manager 
for Ingredient Resource, Inc. Abby is 
currently attending Tulane University 
in Louisiana working on her Master's in 
Social Work. 

Dustin 
Waldron 
’08 recently 
signed with 
the Kansas 
City Chiefs 
for the 

remainder of the 2012 – 2013 season. 
In the spirit of Christmas, Dustin and a 
few rookie teammates went to the local 
Children’s Campus for the Visually 
Impaired for craft time and promotion 
of the NFL’s Play 60 Initiative – a 
campaign to encourage kids to be active 
for 60 minutes a day in order to help 
reverse the trend of childhood obesity. 

Devin Driscoll ’04 was listed as one 
of the 10 top Rhode Island political 
consultants in The Influences 500. After 
graduating from Providence College 
in 2008, he gained experience working 
on the President’s campaign under Ray 
Sullivan, the Rhode Island Director 
of the Obama Campaign. Once the 
campaign completed, he attended the 
University of Minnesota to receive a 
Master’s Degree and later returned to 
Rhode Island to run President Obama’s 
2012 Presidential Campaign. 

Jerome Poissant ’53 lost his battle 
with Parkinson’s disease on January 10, 
2013. He was a graduate of St. Francis, 
studied at the University of Oregon, and 
went into the Army for almost two years. 
Jerome was an avid hunter, fisherman, 
and traveler. He is survived by his four 
children. 

Constance “Connie” Kielty ’58 
passed away on October 29, 2012. She 
graduated from St. Francis and went on 
to work as an LPN in Oregon Hospitals. 
She is survived by her children Tim 
Kielty, Karen (Kielty) Gescher ’80, 
Kathy Kielty, and Debbie Kielty ’85 
and six grandchildren including Patrick 
Gescher ’12, Meghan Gescher ’13.

On October 15, 2012, James 
Hilsendager ’64 passed away. Upon 
graduation from St. Francis High School, 
Hilsendager married, raised three 
children, and was a steel fabricator, avid 
outdoorsman and hunter. He is survived 
by his wife Judy, six brothers and sisters 
including Diane ’57, three children, six 
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 

Barry Rosenow, the husband of 
Margie Siebers ’75, passed away on 
November 12, 2012. Barry is deeply 
missed by his loving family.  

Margaret “Peggy” Weinstein died 
February 12, 2012. She worked as 
the executive secretary at the Marist 
Foundation from 1990-1998 under 
executive director Jack Warfield. She 
is survived by her brother, husband, 
six children, nine grandchildren, step-
grandchild, two great-grandchildren, and 
one step-great-grandchild.  

The class of 1963 will be hosting 
their reunion the weekend of July 26-
28, 2013. Contact Armond Clemens 
(armond@giustinaland.com) and John 
Sullivan (jgsulli@hotmail.com) for more 
information.   

The class of 1983 will be celebrating 
their 30-year reunion the weekend of 
July 26-28, 2013. Please contact Jennifer 
(Stewart) Solomon at 541-510-3119 
or jenniferlsolomon@comcast.net for 
further details.

1993 graduates will be reuniting the 
weekend of July 26-28, 2013 to celebrate 
their 20-year reunion. Please contact 
Kate Murphy-Maluf at kate3m@gmail.
com if you would like to help plan this 
year’s events.

• Friday, July 26th: informal open house 
   at Janet (Mathisen) and Duke Snyder’s 
   home for classmates and guests
• Saturday, July 27th: Social hour at 
   Oregon Electric Station – heavy hors 
   d’oeurves and drinks will be provided. 
• Sunday, July 28th: Alumni BBQ 

Leslie Anne Evoniuk passed away on 
December 4, 2012 in Chicago, Illinois. 
Her father, Jerry ’60, and mother, 
Peggy Ann, have planned a memorial 
service for friends and family in Oregon 
during the summer of 2013.  

Stay in Contact! Share your News!

Did you recently tie the knot, start a new 
job, add a new member to your family, or 
have news that you would like shared with 
your fellow Marist Alumni? Submit your 
update on the Marist website and 
Angela Saraceno '07, the Alumni 
Coordinator, will follow up with you. 
Please include a high quality photo with 
your submission.
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               What did you do after Marist?  
 I attended the University of Portland and 
graduated with a B.A. in Education certified to 
teach Elementary and Middle School. By the time 
I graduated I had over 1,000 hours of education-

related experience, with kids ranging from kindergarten 
to juniors in high school. I was a Resident Assistant for 
two years and was involved with the Moreau Center of 
Student Service and Learning for all four years.  Grad 
school and life brought me to sunny San Diego as a 
Jesuit Volunteer serving as a religion teacher at Nativity 
Prep Academy.

Why did you choose education?   
It was effortless because in my growing up, 
education was a lifestyle. Education didn't start 
at 8:00 and end at 3:00; it spread to every facet 
of my life. Education also provided me with an 

extended family and support system that has given 
me the confidence to do what I do today. I wanted to 
pay it forward and continue the cycle of love and growth 
that I had.

               What’s it like working as a volunteer 
in the JVC Program? 
To be honest, I don't feel like a volunteer. My 
students don't know that I do what I do for a 
meager $100 a month stipend. They view me the 

same way they view the other teachers, just a bit younger. 
My co-workers treat me the same way as well, but always 
bring me their leftover dinners from the night before.  
Living in a very materialistic, expensive community is 
challenging but this type of volunteering is a lifestyle; 
it changes the volunteer as opposed to the volunteer 
changing others. 

What is the toughest part of your day? 
The hardest part of the school day is around  
4:30 p.m.  This is when I finish teaching religion and 
we transition to study hall. I instantly morph from 
the fun, outgoing religion teacher to a strict, no 

nonsense, zero-fun study hall enforcer. The kids want to 
leave, I want to leave, but we have another hour and a 
half to go.

Any thoughts you’d share with a senior who’s 
interested in teaching? 
Teaching is not just a job; it is a vocation. It is not a 
career, but a calling. Being a teacher is my role now, 
and it is one of the most exhausting and rewarding 
roles I have ever filled. Often I go home not knowing 

whether I made a difference or if the difference I did make 
was a negative one. Then, once in a while, you get that 
random note where one student seeks solace because it 
is the anniversary of their dad's death, or another student 
asks you to be their stand-in mentor because their parent 
can't make it to the Halloween pumpkin-carving contest.  
The happiest I have ever been is in front of a classroom.

I want to add that I would not be where I am today, the 
teacher I am today, if it were not for the people and 
preparation that Marist gave me.

42nd Annual
Marist Auction

2013 Auction Chairs: Dee & Robb Miller and Debbie & 
Brian Jewett

Marie Fraser '08, currently teaching at 
Nativity Prep Academy.

On Saturday, May 11th, Marist’s most important community event and fundraiser will uncork 
a fine collection of wine, food and friends. This is your opportunity to be a part of the fun and 
help make a difference for our students. Beyond attending the event, there are so many ways 
to support the auction, including:  

• Sponsor: Help us meet the goal of completely underwriting all expenses associated 
with the auction to ensure that all revenue generated at the event goes directly to our 
students. There are several levels of business and individual sponsorship available. 

• buy a Table: Gather up to 9 of your closest friends and family to join in the fun, 
demonstrate your support for the legacy of Catholic high school education in Lane 
County and share in the celebration of the Marist community. 

• donate: We are looking for everything from gift cards to vacation homes and special 
events for both the Silent and Live auctions.  

• volunteer: Join a committee or help with a special project. 

This community event is critical to the school’s annual operating budget and funding of 
special projects. The 2012 auction helped fund a growing robotics program, the addition of 
five new teachers, new bleacher seats, and $38,000 in tuition assistance. 

We are counting on your help to make the 2013 Auction 
A Splendid Cellarbration!

For more information, 
please call Angela Saraceno in the 

Development Office, 541.681.5470.

May 11, 2013
Make plans to join us for 

A Splendid Cellarbration! 

Marie Fraser, 2008 Marist graduate and 
2012 University of Portland graduate, is currently 

serving with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps (JVC) 
in San Diego. She answered  counselor Jerry Ragan's 

Q  



12 Alumni Forum, 6:30pm, 

 Academic Resource Center 

13-14 Winter Music Concerts – 7:30 pm/Theatre

16  Irish Echo Concert to benefit Project Starfish

 - 5:00 pm/Activity Center

25-29 Spring Break

13 Mr. Spartan Pageant – 7:00 pm/Main Gym

19-20 Spring Musical: Pippin  – 7:30 pm/Theatre

26-27 Spring Musical: Pippin  – 7:30 pm/Theatre

1 Founder’s Day Mass  – 11:05 am/Marist Courtyard

11 42nd Annual Marist Auction

22 NHS Awards Ceremony – 9:27 am/Main Gym

22-23 Spring Music Concerts – 7:30 pm/Theatre

31 Senior Farewell Mass – 11:00 am/Main Gym 

1 Encore Concert – 7:00 pm/Theatre

8 Class of 2013 Graduation Ceremony – 

 11:00 am/Main Gym

 

28  Annual Alumni BBQ
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