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As we close out another school year, the energy is electric and exhausting. It is 
easy to get caught up in the frenzy of activity that comes so rapidly – wrapping 
up classes, athletics and activities with celebration and regret, finals, graduation 

and goodbyes. What an honor and blessing it is for our staff to be a part of so many 
young people’s transformative years – a time when they are always changing and 
redefining themselves on a search for finding the best version of themselves. Although 
change can be exhausting, it can also be inspiring to witness and experience.

Like our students, Marist Catholic High School is in the midst of change. In 
the last school year alone, we have added a new science wing, adjusted to loss, and 
celebrated individual and team successes. These milestones only mean something if 
we reflect and consider how where we've been can help us get to where we want to go 
next. In this way, history is active rather than passive, which is at the heart of learning – 
to be active in knowledge.

Next school year we celebrate the 50th year 
of Marist Catholic High School. The halls of 
Marist are filled with memories both young and 
old. Many of the students walking these halls are 
children – and even grandchildren – of alumni 
who previously did the same. Some of our teachers 
are alumni themselves or parents of alumni and 
current students.

We look forward to celebrating new 
milestones but we won’t forget the past – it’s too 
important a part of who we are as a school and 
community. As we gather up the wisdom and faith 
of the Marist Brothers and the Sisters of the Holy 
Names, the knowledge of Br. Dan Grogan, the 
stern words of Coach Hummel, and the jokes of 
Fr. David Cullings, we are able to see a patchwork 
that would have been unpredictable, but it is so 
rich and colorful.

Such a deep history has given Marist a solid 
foundation to grow into the thriving high school it 

is today and gives us confidence and hope for a strong future.
We look forward to celebrating the many milestones of Marist’s history and hope 

that you will join us in person, spirit and prayer as often as possible throughout the 
coming year. You are a thread in the patchwork and we’d love to receive any stories 
or photos you are willing to share (50years@marisths.org) to help us appreciate the 
fullness of the patchwork of not only the last 50 years but also of the last 100 years  
that include St. Francis and St. Mary.  

We Are One.

Suzanne Graf

From the President

Celebrating Milestones
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The following is from senior Spartan Spear editor Emily Jewett’s class reflection published in the 
Senior Edition of the student newspaper:

We are the Class of 2017. We are complex and difficult to describe. We are definitely unique, 
eccentric, and goofy. We go hard or we go home, and sometimes both. We love to dance, and 

we’re pretty good at it too. We managed to beat the Class of 2016 two years in a row and won the 
Homecoming Week Dance Competition this year, which is definite proof. We are very diverse and 
we all have varied interests, but come together, like the many pieces of a puzzle. Some of us like 
sports, some of us like the arts, and some of us just really like chicken. We have spent the last four 
years bonding with each other and with our incredible teachers. We have left an indelible mark on 
the school, even as the smallest class currently at Marist, and we came together to form our own little 
community within the larger Marist community.

Each of us is our own person, but we all contribute something special to our class. We are 
individuals, but together we are one. We are one big, cohesive class that is there for each other 

during both good times and bad. We celebrate each other’s victories, and we feel each other’s pain. 
We have loved and we have lost, but above all we have cared for and loved each other.

Are we perfect? Pretty much. We are easy to work with, we meet deadlines (except for the time 
we were collectively imprisoned in the ARC for refusing to do our Naviance tasks online), and 

we are conscientious about the feelings of others. For example, we were the quickest class to turn in 
our senior newspaper surveys, and as editors we have never had more people apologize for turning in 
a survey late. Go us!

Really, we like to think that we are unforgettable. We have pulled many shenanigans, like riding  
 a tandem bicycle around the Marist parking lot, or removing a bar from the fence to get to the 

river. We also slimed assistant principal Andy Oldham during our senior class dance. It was epic,  
just like us.

Epic is an apt word to describe us. We are epic, and our journeys have been epic. We managed 
to metamorphosize from tiny awkward freshmen into big and confident seniors. Some thought 

it would never happen, although some of us have matured less than others. We are standing on the 
precipice of our future; for some of us our journey to college, for others into apprenticeships, the 
workforce, or even taking a gap year. Only time will tell what we can and will do in our futures,  
or what passions we will pursue. But one thing is for certain: it will be epic.

Our class may be small, but our influence reaches wide. We have done community service 
around the Eugene-Springfield community and beyond. We sent students on a service trip to 

Los Angeles to help the homeless, and a myriad of students worked with the homeless in our own 
community. We ministered to the elderly, the sick, and the disadvantaged in our society, volunteering 
at retirement homes, homeless shelters, and Catholic Community Services, to name a few. We also 
broke the record and raised the most money for the Children’s Miracle Network and the Sacred Heart 
NICU through the Mr. Spartan Pageant. We are a class of philanthropy and compassion.

Not only are we record breaking babysavers, we’re more than that. We have accomplished 
incredible feats together, like denying juniors access to off-campus lunch, or pumping up the 

tepid student section during home football games with our spirit and our sweet tunes on a portable 
speaker. We are the heart, the soul of Marist, and we encourage the Class of 2018 to assume that  
role next year. 

Every one of us may be an individual, but we are a coalescent class. We are each an irreplaceable 
part of our community. We are the Class of 2017, and we care for each other, we support each 

other, and above all, we love each other. No matter what we accomplish in our future, no matter what 
we do or where we go, we will always be part of a community, part of a family, part of the Marist 
Class of 2017. In the words of the iconic Elle Woods from “Legally Blonde,” we did it!  

Opposite page: Seniors Taylor Gibson and Riley Betts strike a pose on the way to their seats after receiving their 
diplomas at the 2017 Graduation ceremony.
Photo by Teresa Molina-Gomes '18

Celebrating the Class of 2017



Clackamas Community College - 1
Lane Community College - 17
Linfield College - 1
Linn-Benton Community College - 2
Northwest Christian University - 2
Oregon State University - 25
Oregon State University 
Cascades Campus - 1
Pacific Northwest College of Art - 1
Southern Oregon University - 1
University of Oregon - 14
University of Portland - 1
Western Oregon University - 5

Azusa Pacific University - 1
Biola University -1
San Diego State University - 1
United States Marine Corps - 2
University of San Diego Honors College - 1

Carroll College - 2
Montana State University - 1

University of Hawai’i at Manoa - 1
United States Air Force - 1

University of Alabama - 1

South Korea - 1

DePaul University Chicago - 1
Iowa State University - 1
Purdue University Honors College - 1
Mormon Mission in Detroit - 1

Carpe Diem Program in Africa - 1

Arizona State University - 2
Arizona State University Honors College - 1
University of Arizona - 1

Chico State University - 1

University of Virginia - 1

Liverpool Institute for 
Performing Arts - 1

The Juilliard School - 1
New York Institute of 

Technology - 1

The Class of 2017 is venturing to 40 schools, 15 states, and 4 continents next fall

Gary Manuel Aveda Institute - 1
Pacific Lutheran University - 1
Seattle University - 4
University of Puget Sound - 2
University of Washington - 2 College of the Holy Cross - 1

Northeastern University - 1

Taking a gap year - 4
Undecided - 1
Electrician Apprenticeship - 2

Oh, the places they'll go ...

Photo by Max Fulton '18
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The 2017 graduates make the traditional procession around the courtyard on their way to the gym for the final graduation ceremony.
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It has to be a record ... 16 sets of freshman and senior siblings walked the hallways of Marist this year. 
Front Row: Murray, Rochon, Koester, Lund and Karam. Back Row: Bertucci, Urso-Eades, Jewett, Welch, Holmberg, Cross, Jorgensen, Martin, Helbling, 
Schwartz and McGaughey.

Salutatorian, Lexus Sullivan & 
Valedictorian, Angela Agnew

As the two students who had the highest weighted 
GPAs from the class of 2017, they were able to 
impart their words of wisdom to their peers in 
their speeches at the graduation ceremony. Both 
Angela and Lexus talked about what they knew. 
For Angela, she knew that she had lots of fears 
especially before her first AP history class with 
Mr. Nuxoll, but took the advice of an older cousin 
who said, “You will adjust.” Lexus was surprised 
that she learned about the power of community 
and connection. She vowed that should she be 
lucky enough to find a community like this again, 
she would hold on to it. 

Going to Juilliard: 
Grace Rosier, violinist 

“I wanted to do everything my sister 
did, so at three years old, I started 
playing the violin.” Grace should 
thank her sister because after years of 
practice, hard work, drive and vision, 
Grace was accepted to Juilliard School 
of Music in New York City to work 
toward her larger goal of playing in a 
major symphony someday. 

Most Reverend Francis P. Leipzig Award 
for School Involvement:  

Jack McGaughey  
Jack has been seen accompanying musicals, 
drumming for Proclaim, and commanding the 
audience with rock band. All the while, he has 
been part of a local a capella group, learning 
to write songs and pursuing his passion for 
music. He is headed to the school co-founded 
by Sir Paul McCartney, Liverpool Institute for 
the Performing Arts, to further his passion for 
reading, writing, playing and performing music.

Senior Jack McGaughey, chosen as the class speaker by his 
classmates, plays the piano while ‘slow jamming’ a letter to his 
classmates with the help of assistant principal Andy Oldham.Graduating senior Grace Rosier processes into 

the gym for the ceremony.

Senior salutatorian Lexus Sullivan and valedictorian Angela Agnew on graduation day.
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Monsignor Edmund 
Murnane Awards for 

Christian Development: 
Lincy Helbling  

Susmitha Helbling 

National Merit Scholar 
Finalist:

Angela Agnew

National Merit 
Commended Students: 

Lexus Sullivan
Sean Tarrant
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Malia Adee
Angela Agnew
Soren Andersen
Abbie Anderson
Noel Balderston
Alyssa Baltrusch
Emily Beck
Jack Benda
Juliana Bertucci
Riley Betts
Olivia Brous
Grace Bullock
Lauren Burke
Zachary Castile
Sunny Childers
Yeonsoo Cho
Zachariah Cogswell
Ellie Cross
Madeline Decker
Maya Dotson
Olivia Dugan
Emma Duvall
Baylee Eaton

Meghan Fahey
Jonathan Fechtel
Joska Fischer
Brennan Franssen
Olivia Franssen
Bryn Garland
Jack Geisler
Alexa Gennarelli
Chloe Gibeau
Taylor Gibson
Joe Gittins
Grace Guckenberger
Marielle Gumban
Deborah Hample
Angelina Haney
Jacob Harwood
Lincy Helbling
Susmitha Helbling
Dale Helvoigt
Carson Hill
Molly Holmberg
Steven Holvey
Turner Hurbis

Emily Hwang
Emily Jewett
Lance Jorgensen
Colt Karam
Tesslyn Kennel
Nathanael Koester
Livia Kokkino
Logan Koss
Samuel Landry
Drew Lara
Kamryn Large
Rachel Larsen
Julia Lee
Jake Lindley
Jack Lund
Marcus Lydon
Lauren Martin
Jack McGaughey
Austin McIntire
Andrew Meyers
Devin Miller
Odalis Morfin-Cardona
Bo (Andrew) Murray

Dylan Myers
Tuan Nguyen
Joe Noonan
Nicholas Olmos
Haeri Park
Kate (KaYoung) Park
Evander Pindell
Rachael Plant
Madi Potter
Hope Powell
Nora Quick
Jacob Reger
Brayden Riley
Austin Robbins
Anna Rochon
Booy Rogers
Grace Rosier
Brighid Russi
Bella Schlesinger
Ian Schwartz
Madeleine Shojai
Alberto Silva
Brittan Silver

Ian Skaggs
Larea Smith
Cayden Spencer
Alex Steele
John Steil
Ashton Stowell
Jessica Strahon
Lexus Sullivan
Sean Tarrant
Ben Thompson
Dallas Troutman
Teresa Unger
Luke Urso
Cole Vendetti
Margaret Walters
Gloria (Xin) Wang
Emily Welch
Kailee Wheeler
Danika White
Tyler Wilson
Adam Yarbrough
Emily Yeh
Kate (Xue) Zhang

The Class of 2017
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In 2003, we began honoring one 
senior chosen by his or her class to 
be the most courageous - a word 
describing someone as mentally 
and morally strong in the face of 
danger or extreme difficulty.

This year’s recipient is Nora Quick. 
The best word to describe Nora is 
resilient, an attribute that is also a 
fitting description of every one of 
her senior classmates.

Nora is soft spoken, yet fierce 
and feisty. She is confident, 
compassionate, and her 
perseverance has been inspiring. 
She leaves Marist as a role 
model of what it means to face 
adversity and endure with grace – 
representing the incredible strength 
of spirit of the Marist Catholic 
High School Class of 2017.

Photo by Teresa Molina-Gomez '18

Senior Nora Quick, who was voted Most Courageous by her classmates, 
hangs the traditional ‘D’ on the “We Are One” sign during the Senior 
Farewell Mass on the last day of classes for seniors. 
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To say that Marist softball is 
a family affair would be an 
understatement. 

During his tenure as the Marist 
head coach, Jon Burke has been 
lucky enough to coach both of his 
daughters: Shawna '15 for two 
seasons and Lauren '17 for her entire 
four-year experience at Marist. This 
season the daughter/coach theme 
was elevated to another level with 
assistant coach Missy Doerr who also 
has a daughter, Abby '20 on the team. 
While the high school experience for 
both coaches with their daughters has 
been relatively brief, both can trace 
their involvement with coaching their 
daughters back to elementary school. 
For Jon and Missy, the benefits of the 
extra time that they get to spend with 
their kids definitely outweighs the 
challenges, but challenges do exist. 

Jon Burke indicated that “finding 
that balance between being the coach 
and being the dad is the greatest 
challenge.” As the head coach he has a 
responsibility to put the best possible 
team on the field, even if that means 
that your daughter plays a prominent 
role. Fortunately for Jon, Lauren has 
been recognized as the best player in 
the state of Oregon for the last two 
years, so placing her at the top of the 
lineup and starting her at shortstop has 
really been a no-brainer. For Missy, 
the biggest challenge is “remembering 
that when we get in the car after 
practice, we don’t need to talk about 
softball anymore.”

For both Jon and Missy, the 2017 
season with their daughters has been 
especially gratifying as the Marist 
softball team won their first state 
championship since 2009 this June – 
their first title in class 5A. And it was 
extra special as both Lauren Burke and 
Abby Doerr played prominent roles to 

help their team win the title. 
For Missy, who had a similar 

experience as a player, the opportunity 
to share a championship experience 
with her daughter was even more 
special than winning one as a player. 
“Seeing her experience that feeling 
was far better than anything I have 
ever been through as player,” she said. 

For Jon, it was the culmination 
of four years of hard work. “It was 
a long road – those four years of 
grinding it out. And to finally reach 
the state championship and win it 
was an amazing feeling.” While it 
was satisfying to share that with his 
daughter, Jon really wanted to make 
sure that a lot of the credit went to all 
five seniors on the team. He knows 
and appreciates how much leadership 
they provided and what great role 
models they were for the younger girls 
on the team. He is grateful to have 
been able to coach such a great group 
of young women and to watch them 
win the title with such class and poise.

For Lauren and Abby, the chance 
to experience their parents as coaches 
was special as well, but also not 
without challenges. Both players 
indicated that finding the balance 
between regular home life and softball 
can be interesting sometimes. “He 
has higher expectations for me as his 
daughter,” Lauren said. However, 
she wanted to stress that “I’ve always 
been really close with my dad and 
he has always been my number one 
supporter. Having that in the coach is 
the best thing ever.”  

For Abby, whose mother was 
an All-Pac10 catcher at Oregon, one 
sticking point was Abby’s desire 
to follow in her mother’s footsteps 
behind the plate, while her mom 
wasn’t so sure. “I wanted to catch,” 
said Abby, “but she didn’t want me to 

catch because she knew how painful 
it was.” In the end, watching Abby 
succeed playing her old position 
has been gratifying for Missy. For 
Abby, the special bond she has with 
her mom really helped her to grow 
on the field this season. They have a 
special connection that can only be 
experienced by player and coach – 
something that goes beyond mother 
and daughter. Abby’s respect for her 
mom is clear. “I really like the input 
that she gives me,” Abby, a standout 
freshman who has already committed 
to Oregon, said.

Over the long grind of a high 
school season the extra time together 
could wear on some people, but for 
the Burkes and the Doerrs their love 
of softball and each other made the 
experience a joyful one. It became 
even more joyful when the season 
ended with a state championship. 
For Jon it also ends his time as the 
head coach at Marist. He is now 
looking forward to just being dad 
and watching both of his daughters 
play college softball – Lauren, who 
will be playing at the University of 
Oregon and Shawna, who plays at 
Oregon State. Jon feels the “chance to 
enjoy the game as a dad without the 
pressure of being coach” will be very 
satisfying. For Missy, she is excited to 
spend the next three years continuing 
to coach her daughter at Marist. 

For everyone who loves sports 
and watching their kids play, the 
example that these two families 
set for how to balance the family/
coach/player experience is one to be 
commended and truly exemplifies the 
spirit of Marist athletics. 

Hey Dad (or Mom), 
Oops, I Mean Coach

Striking a balance between family and team is a home run for Marist softball
By Rick Gardner

1 1SPRING/SUMMER 2017
Opposite page: The Marist softball team huddles in the Marist outfield 
to celebrate their state playoff semifinal win against Pendleton.
Photo by Toni Cooper 
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Marist’s expansive campus has 
many lovely trees but one 
is particularly significant. It 

stands between the fountain and the 
grotto and holds special meaning. 

“It looks like the tree of life; you 
know?” Sandy said to me. 

It had been almost 30 years since 
Sandy Lewis saw that tree. Decades 
since her son, Michael, died tragically 
in a car accident commuting to Marist 
from Florence in October, 1989. He 
was a senior at the time. Seventeen 
years old. The tree was planted in  

his memory. 
On this March day, Sandy and her 

husband, Mike, were visiting Marist 
to meet seniors Luke Urso '17 and 
Grace Rosier '17, recipients of the 
scholarship the Lewis’ established in 
Michael’s name. It was an occasion: 
their 49th wedding anniversary and 
the first time they had ever met with 
any of the 25 students who have been 
helped over the years. 

“We’re all seniors here,” joked 
Sandy as we gathered around the 
conference room table for cookies and 

chocolate milk, the refreshment of 
choice for after-school meetings. 

Scholarship donors are 
encouraged to meet with recipients, to 
share a little bit about the person for 
whom the scholarship is named and to 
hear what the students are planning to 
do with their lives. 

“What should I tell them about 
Michael?” Sandy had asked prior to 
the meeting. “I don’t want it to be too 
heavy for them.” 

Each recipient is given some 
background information when the 

God Loved Him First
A son’s memory lives on 

By Rebecca Larson

Michael Lewis in the fall of 1989.
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Opposite page: The statue of Mary and baby Jesus appears through the tree planted in the 
Marist courtyard in honor of Michael Lewis.
Photo by Coby Meyer '18
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scholarship is awarded by the Marist 
Foundation scholarship committee. 
Grace and Luke knew that Michael 
had been hyperactive, but chose 
to deal with his challenge through 
training and exercise, rather than 
medication. They knew he was 
articulate about his condition, freely 
sharing his views at conferences.  
And they knew he had died much  
too young. 

Mike and Sandy brought photos 
of Michael and spoke easily about 
how much he loved the outdoors – 
camping, fishing, water sports – and 
animals. Those memories led naturally 
into discussions of Luke’s and  
Grace’s interests.

Luke played lacrosse his freshman 
through junior years. A part-time job 
as a senior has taken precedence this 
year. He is on Marist’s shooting team 
having been in the Junior Olympics 
for trap and skeet shooting. Luke has a 
mechanical mind; he described a free 
car he put $400 worth of parts into, 
kept running for four months, and then 
raced – coming in ten seconds behind 
the actual race cars. 

“Ten seconds is a long time in 
racing,” he said, smiling.

Grace is an accomplished violinist 
and is going to elite Juilliard. She 
had her violin with her and played a 
portion of Paganini’s Violin Concerto 
No. 1, the notes cascading from her 
memory, her fingers flying, the small 
room alive with sound. 

“I want your autograph, Grace,” 
said Mike. “You’re going to be  
famous someday.” 

“I really couldn’t play until I was 
5,” she said modestly. She also found 
time to run cross country and track  
at Marist. 

Both Grace and Luke commented 
about their experience of the “night 
and day” difference between Marist 
and other high schools, mentioning 
the smaller size and the ability to have 
a closer relationship to other students 
and faculty. 

Those comments prompted 
memories of Michael’s high school 
years. An “A” student in middle 
school, he was bullied as he got older 
and his grades plummeted. They felt 
the local school system was letting 
him down. Their goal was to get him 
to Marist, although Mike and Sandy 
were discouraged by a public school 
principal who said, “There’s no way 

on God’s green earth that your son 
will get to Marist.” 

God must have had other ideas. 
Michael was accepted at Marist 

and loved the challenging classes 
that made him “use his mind.” He 
convinced teacher Kathy Yocum to 
let him take Advanced English. She 
warned him, “I’m not letting you 
out!” and he thrived. He played the 
cello and was just “getting into” 
cars. He had no senior photo, so the 
photo taken on retreat was used in 
the yearbook and now hangs in the 
Campus Ministry office. 

Grace and Luke have thrived at 
Marist, too. Her favorite subjects are 
AP Physics and Literature. Luke’s 
favorite subject is Economics. “My 
thought processes line up with the way 
economists think and that surprised 
me,” he said.

Grace will pursue a career as a 
professional violinist. Luke hopes to 
own his own car audio shop someday. 

Their hopes and dreams have 
been helped along the way by the 
Lewis family. By Michael. 

His life is making an impact as 
tangible as the tree planted in his 
honor. His life made an impact with 
Brian Coke '90, too.

Like the Lewis’, Brian hadn’t 
been to Marist in many years. His 
occasion was this past September, 
enrolling his daughter, Sierra. Running 
into Dr. Rick Martin, he asked, 
“Where is Michael’s tree?” Brian 
couldn’t believe how much it had 
grown. Then Martin came out of his 
office with Michael’s photo.

“I just started bawling,” Brian 
recalled. “I hadn’t seen Michael in so 
long, but I always remember him.”

Brian got to know Michael 
on a school trip to Ashland’s 
Shakespearean festival.

“We Are One,” Brian said. “He 
was the most beautiful person we had 
in our whole class. Our friendship was 
so brief, but he guided me to open my 
eyes and ears to everyone around me. 
He changed my life.”

Brian spoke at Michael’s 
memorial service in 1989. In 2000, he 
sent a copy of his eulogy to Michael’s 
parents. An excerpt reads: 

“Let’s try to live our lives as he 
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Grace Rosier '17 and Luke Urso '17 meet with Sandy and Mike Lewis in the spring of 2017.
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did: with all of our heart. He worked 
so very hard for himself, in school, his 
relationships and in his life as  
a whole.”  

It was accompanied by a letter 
that reads in part: 

“I don’t imagine that you 
remember me, but I graduated from 
Marist in 1990. As we look forward 
to our reunion, the past is becoming a 
more important part of my life. This 
year ... your son, Michael, has been 
ever-present in my thoughts. We didn’t 
have very much time together because 
our friendship was cut short, but the 
time that I was able to spend with him 
turned my life around ... my prayers 
continue as does the life of your son.”  

I have that letter from Brian. As 
many people do, Sandy and Mike are 
down-sizing, sorting through the bits 
and pieces of their lives, wondering 
what to do with items that are precious 
to them, but would just be paper to 
someone else. 

That’s how I happen to be holding 
another letter. A letter from Mother 
Teresa. The Mother Teresa – before 
she was St. Teresa of Calcutta. Sandy’s 
sister, Mary Ann, was associated with 
Mother Teresa, who upon hearing 
of Michael’s  death, sent a letter of 
condolence.

“Just remember,” the saint wrote, 
“God loved him first.”

That phrase seemed so familiar. 
Why? The answer was in the Bible  
(as is often the case): 

1 John 4:19  “We love because he 
first loved us.” 

Isn’t that the way parents are? 
Before our children can love us back, 
we’ve already loved them, loved them 
into being.

Michael would have been 45 this 
year, maybe with kids of his own at 
Marist, classmates of Grace and Luke, 
or Brian’s daughter. Who knows what 
their family tree might have been?

Stand at the entrance of Marist 
and look through Michael’s tree. 
You’ll see the grotto housing Mary 
and baby Jesus. Where you stand and 
look changes your perspective. 

Almost thirty years later, the 
Lewis’s perspective is one of faithful 
hope. Mike and Sandy have looked 

tragedy in the eyes, weathered the 
indescribable shock and pain of 
Michael’s death and are supporting 
other young people’s dreams, in his 
honor. They have generously shared 
their mementos and memories with the 
sure and certain knowledge that the 
scholarships given in their son’s name 
have already helped so many young 
people and will continue to help two 
students a year, forever. 

Roots and branches: Marist’s own 
tree of life.  

The Marist Foundation will 
distribute $110,000 in scholarships 
to more than 80 deserving students 
for the upcoming academic year. 
These scholarships provide vital 
support for students who might 
otherwise be unable to attend Marist, 
and enables them to experience 
excellence in Catholic education 
while achieving their full potential 
– mind, body and spirit. If you are 
interested in finding out how you can 
endow a scholarship in your name  
or to honor a family member or 
friend, please contact President 
Suzanne Graf, 541-686-2234.

Through a family connection, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, now Saint Teresa, wrote a lovely letter 
expressing her condolences to the Lewis family in November of 1989.
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After a year of heartache and 
stubborn, bone-deep sorrow, 
there is something reassuring 

in the sound of echoed laughter. As 
the sun is setting behind a nearby 
hill, it casts palm trees into sharp, 
black shadows, and the air begins 
to cool. The group gathers to play a 
simplified form of volleyball. They 
engage in the most primitive sorts of 
movements; running, jumping, pushing 
and shouting. It is startlingly beautiful 
in its simplicity. These people are all 
so different. They all have unique 
backgrounds, beliefs, interests, hopes, 
and dreams. No one is here for the 
same reason; we are all looking for 
something new.

In the dimming light and the 
reckless sounds of joy, I feel like 
I have found a little of what I am 
looking for. The world in this moment  
feels like a life I could live. It feels  
like the future. Not necessarily in  
this city, or with these people, but in  
this feeling. I think you could call  
it happiness.

The chill of approaching night 
is a fitting end to a day made heavy 
by the weight of that same, setting 
sun. Inland, mere feet from the border 

defining here and there, America and 
Mexico, there is a heat so oppressive it 
seeps in and out of the body with every 
lungful of air. We fall into a rhythm; 
inhale, exhale, sweat, repeat. There is a 
headache building somewhere behind 
my eyes, and I want to laugh at myself.  
Five minutes in this desert brings the 
threat of a migraine, and I know an 
hour more would make that threat a 
reality. How would I handle a day in 
this heat? Two days? Three?

The ground is littered in shattered 
glass; white, and green, and shining 
blue. It would almost be breathtaking, 
as it looks like a field of stars grounded 
in the dirt and left to twinkle in the 
summer sun.  It would almost be 
beautiful, if not for the implication. 
I think of children’s shoes, found 
abandoned in the desert. I think of 
little bare feet, stumbling blindly 
through the dark of night. I pointedly 
do not think of the sound of children 
crying. I do not think of what happens 
to children caught, alone, in the night.

As the heat grows and then falls as 
we settle into our makeshift home back 
in the city, all I can think of is how I 
am still a child, and how that is such a 
luxury in this world. 

Simple Beauty
A student reflection from the 2017 Marist immersion service trip

by Stevie Davisson '18
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Stevie Davisson just finished her junior year at Marist and wrote this reflection 
after visiting the Mexican-American border on June 19 as a part of the annual 
7-day Marist immersion service trip. The group of 10 Marist students, led by 
Marist staff Ryan Moser, Jerry Ragan, Erica Gingerich and Krista Hocker, then 
returned to Los Angeles to volunteer at the L.A. Mission.

Opposite page: Marist students reach through the metal bars separating Mexico from the 
United States. While at the border, guides from Border Angels, a non-profit committed to 
saving the lives of migrants with the motto “love has no borders,” shared stories with the 
students before taking them on a hike in over 100-degree heat to leave water for travelers.
Photo by Ryan Moser
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Born for Greater Things
Marist youth conference inspires

By Suzanne Graf

Last fall, Dr. Rick Martin, 
Director of Campus Ministry 
and I attended a conference, 

Sharing Our Call, by the Marist 
Brothers. On their beautiful campus 
along the Hudson River, we learned 
about St. Marcellin Champagnat, 
founder of the Marist Brothers, 
and the Marist charism. It was 
enlightening and inspiring to realize 
that Marist Catholic High School is 
part of something so much bigger. It 
was heartwarming to walk through 
the cemetery among the headstones of 
all of the Marist Brothers who have 
served in the United States, some of 
whom helped build and/or run our 
own Marist in Eugene, Oregon.

It was there that we learned 
about a bi-annual event, the Marist 
Youth Gathering, that would next 
happen in May 2017. It was going to 
be a particularly special gathering as 
the order was celebrating the 200th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Marist Brothers by St. Marcellin 
Champagnat. Rick and I dreamt 
about bringing some of our own 
Marist students to the gathering. It 
seemed appropriate as we would 
soon be celebrating Marist Catholic 
High School’s 50th anniversary year 
beginning in the fall of 2017. What 
better time to go back to our roots  
and enlist the help of students to plan 
for that? 

A few months later, I spoke 
with an alumnus from the Class of 
'77 about the idea of taking some 
students to the gathering. With fond 
memories of his high school years 
(when the Marist Brothers were 
very present), he loved the idea and 
offered to invite his classmates to 
contribute to a fund that would make 
the idea a reality. Rick and I would 
be taking four sophomores and two 
juniors, recommended by teachers, to 
the Marist Youth Gathering at Marist 

College in Poughkeepsie, New York 
over Memorial Day Weekend.

After a long trip that included 
a cancelled flight, an impromptu 
stay at a Marist alumnus’ house near 
the Portland Airport and a red eye 
flight to New York 24 hours later 
than planned, we made it. From the 
moment we were picked up at JFK, 
we experienced the warmth and 
hospitality that is characteristic of the 
Marist Brothers.

When we arrived at Marist 
College, we were greeted by Br. Dan 
Grogan (who helped build and run 
our Marist and still has a presence via 
the bronze statue at the entrance to 
the school) and cheerfully welcomed 
by the entire contingency of Marist 
Brothers, staff and students who 
represented 300 youth from Marist 
high schools in Canada, Mexico and 
the U.S. It was a homecoming of 
sorts. We were treated like long lost 
relatives, and perhaps we were in a 
sense: two of our students were from 
families with parents and grandparents 
who are Marist alumni so their 
families’ connection to the Marist 
Brothers are deeply rooted. Time and 
again, the Marist Brothers told us how 
happy they were that we were there. 

Our students were embraced by 
a sea of teenagers who all had two 
significant things in common – God 
and St. Marcellin Champagnat. The 

theme of the event was “Awaken, 
Holy Fire” and God’s presence 
was palpable in the same spirit of 
generosity, faith and conviction that 
inspired St. Marcellin Champagnat 
to focus on the education of youth 
200 years ago. This realization 
of commonality was especially 
meaningful to our students from 
Eugene who sometimes feel isolated 
from other Catholic schools because 
of our location. Through workshops, 
keynote speakers, Mass, music 
sessions, prayer services, team 
competitions and social events, they 
forged easy friendships and learned 
what it means to be a Marist school. 
They experienced the pride of our 
history, realized the importance 
of mutual understanding and were 
inspired to bring the Marist  
spirit home. 

Just days after our return from 
New York, the students had the 
opportunity to meet Ben Salm, a 
member of the Class of '77, and share 
their experience with him. The timing 
was perfect as everything was still 
fresh in their hearts and minds and 
they had clearly been inspired. The 
excitement in their voices was tangible 
and their words were introspective, 
seemingly beyond their years. The 
holy fire had been awakened in them.

They had taken to heart the first 
line of the theme song for the Marist 

Sophomores Mia Graves, Madison Wisnewski, Jason DePaoli and Cole Jones and juniors Hadley 
Peterson and Andres Herrera-Cerna enjoy Marist College’s beautiful campus while at the 2017 
Marist Youth Gathering on Memorial Day Weekend.
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Youth Gathering, “We were born for 
greater things,” and were excitedly 
exploring what this might mean in 
their own lives. Their experience was 
a poignant reminder for them that 
God expects us to do great things 
with the gifts we have been given. 

We are blessed that when the 
Marist Brothers were called by 
Monsignor Murnane to come out to 
Eugene, Oregon, to build and run 
a high school with the Sisters of 
the Holy Names, they said “yes.” 
During the Brothers’ time here, and 
like so many teachers, staff and 
administrators who have come after 
them, they inspired thousands of 
students to see and embrace the great 
things they have been called to do.

Our students gained not only 
a deeper understanding of our rich 
history but also an appreciation that 
we are part of something bigger –  
that our community extends far 
beyond the walls of Marist Catholic 
High School in Eugene. One student 
shared, “I always knew Marist was a 
special place but I never knew why.” 
They also reflected on the impact that 
our predecessors have had on our 
school, realizing that Marist would 
not be here if not for the vision, 
commitment and hard work of those 
who built, ran and attended our 
school for the past 49 years.

These same students have been 
tasked with planning a school-wide 
project during our 50th year and 
they are overflowing with ideas. The 
challenge right now is to capture what 
they experienced and navigate how 
to adequately share their enthusiasm 
with those who have not been through 
the same life-changing experience. 

As Marist Catholic High School 
approaches our 50th year, I am 
reminded of just how far we have 
come since that ground-breaking in 
1967 and I wonder what Marist will 
look like 50 years from now. Many of 
us will never know, but we proudly 
march forward with the inspiration 
of St. Marcellin Champagnat, 
Monsignor Murnane and the Marist 
Brothers and we humbly do our part 
to keep the holy fire burning and to 
inspire our youth to do great things. 
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Juniors Hadley Peterson and Andres Herrera-Cerna put up a “50” in front of a fireworks display at 
the Marist Youth Gathering in Poughkeepsie, New York this spring.
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A Night to Remember
Campus becomes Santorini at the 46th Annual Marist Auction 

By Nancy Kiesewetter and Rebecca Larson

“Speaking of the auction ...”
“But Molly, we weren’t speaking 

of the auction ...”
“Well, we are now and ...”
Molly Hope Elder used that 

conversational gambit time and time 
again to engage friends, relatives, 
business acquaintances (and probably 
some near-strangers) to help her and 
her co-chair, daughter Ashley Hope 
Elder '08, make the 46th Annual 
Marist Auction an event to remember. 

Ashley researched past auctions 
(which included Be True to Your 
School chaired by Molly & Jeff Elder  
and Tina & Mike Auld in 2011)  
and noticed there had never been a  
Greek theme. A Night on Santorini  
was born, complete with the island’s  
iconic domes, a tower with a real  
bell, sailboats in the “sea” between  
the gym and Activity Center, and a 
crisp blue and white color scheme 
accented with fresh lemons and 
fuchsia bougainvillea. 

The Elders enlisted other dynamic 
mother/daughter duos as committee 
leaders. Liz Chambers and Julia 
(Chambers) Stiltner '09 headed up the 
live auction committee; Diza (Hoglen) 
Hilles '81 and Madison Hilles '09 
were tapped to secure patron tables; 
Lisa (Tuttle) Kimball '82 and daughter 
Rihanna (Kimball) Roseta '04  
led the decoration volunteers while 
Michelle (Gonyea) Laing '85 and 
Meredith Laing '11 staged the always 
popular dessert dash. Current parents 
were well represented as committee 
chairs too, with Debbie Jewett sailing 
through sponsorships, Sherilyn 
Schwartz leading registration and 
the team of Jennifer Evans, Shelley 
Humble and Deb Watts coordinating 
the intricacies of the silent auction. 
Erica (Whitney) Pifer '86, Julie 
Foster and Ellen Frank-Chapman 

insured thousands of data entries were 
accurately entered into the computer 
system and the lone male committee 
chair, Robb Miller, single-handedly 
created the Wine Cellar experience. 
Caryn Kimble managed more than 100 
volunteers and Mary Quick lived up to 
her name on a daily basis, managing 
the production set-up the week of 
the event. Multi-talented Marist staff 
members brought their teaching and 
organizational skills to a variety of 
other volunteer positions. It was a 
well-orchestrated journey to Santorini. 

From the moment guests entered 
the white and blue façade and were 
handed a complimentary watermelon 
mojito, they knew they were in 
for something special. The guests 
registered between two living Greek 
“statues,” seniors Erin Caracol and 
Grace Guckenberger, who could win 
any mannequin challenge contest. 
A lavish display of silent auction 
items encouraged generous bidding 
before the capacity crowd of 540 
guests followed the cobblestone path 
into the Activity Center for dinner 
and the live auction. An opening 
dance video captured the audience’s 
attention, featuring the co-chairs and a 
supporting cast that included President 
Suzanne Graf, Principal Stacey 
Baker, Greek-costumed dancing 
statues (aka Assistant Principal Andy 
Oldham and history teacher Tripp 
Nelson), the cheer team and some of 
the Mr. Spartan contestants. Cameo 
appearances in the short film included 
more than 30 Marist teachers, featured 
a dance solo by senior Nat Koester 
'17, two dance moves from Carson 
Kiesewetter '11 (“the only two I 
have”), a costumed dragon and a 
bike ride by Father David Cullings, 
randomly captured the day of filming. 

Alumnus Billy McCallum '80 

prepared a Greek-themed dinner, 
served by a cadre of Marist students, 
as Sid Voorhees and his faithful crew 
guided enthusiastic bidders through 
the live auction packages and prizes 
ranging from Florence, Oregon to 
Florence, Italy. 

Thanks to generous sponsors and 
underwriters, every dollar raised that 
evening went directly to supporting 
Marist and our students. Auction 
revenue totaled more than $450,000 
– exceeding the original goal. What 
a testament to the generosity of our 
Marist community!

“It was important to me to be 
part of this,” said Ashley. “Marist 
challenged me academically, 
supported me spiritually, and paved 
the way for me to attend college and 
law school. I have a successful career 
and am an active member of our 
community. I was glad to give back  
to Marist!”

To everyone who also gave back 
to Marist – as a donor, attendee, or 
volunteer – thank you for making  
A Night on Santorini such a 
spectacular success. 

“Speaking of auction,” Molly 
said, “honestly, it was just so  
much fun!” 
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Co-Chairs Ashley Elder '08 & Molly Elder await guests to arrive at the 46th Annual Marist Auction in May.

Brendan O’Donnell '96 and Sandy Jeremiah share a laugh.

Meghan McMahon '02, Larissa Straily, Loni Waltasti, and Matthew 
Snyder '98 toast success.Michelle (Portz) Cross '87 with Terry & Donna Niegel.

Co-Chair Molly Elder greets Mike & Teri Dibos.
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Fr. Ken Olsen explains his Icon before offering it for bid in the 
Live Auction.

Classmates Katie (LeBrun) Harbert '00, Kim (Paiement) Smith '00 and 
Dyan (Paiement) Sultzer '00.

Rihanna (Kimball) Roseta '04 celebrates winning one round of Heads and Tails.

John Hammer & Karyn Vogt spy on the action. 

Parent Ted Mersino gets into the game of Heads and Tails.
David & Tracie Gonyea enjoy the auction festivities.

Josh Paiement '12 shows off his delicious pick in the auction’s annual 
Dessert Dash.

Juniors Tye Edgar '17 and Ana Steele '18 
serve the auction dinner catered by  
Billy Mac's.

Dr. Winnie & Bill Henderson 
make their way to dinner and 
the Live Auction.
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Nick Dibos '06 & wife Christine laugh with friends during the Live Auction.
Christy (Clemens) Hakala ‘88 and son Ben Hakala '18 pose with 
Max Fulton '18 and his mother Julie (Murray) Fulton '88. 

Principal Stacey Baker and husband Ryan Baker (third from left) 
with Marist parents Corey & Holly Anderson.

Marist parents and long-time good friends, Deanna Guckenberger and Gjusta 
Steele, chat at the Live Auction.

Darbi & Brian Franssen and Robert Gemmell hold their bid cards up for tuition assistance.

Rob & Julie Henry capture a selfie on their way into to the 
Live Auction.

Laraine & Ron Bowker and Mary Ann Thenell enjoy the 
Silent Auction.
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Along with the awesome performance 
of the newly crowned 2017 State 
Championship softball team, Marist 
earned just one other state championship 
this year: Junior Jerik Embleton raced his 
way to a state trophy in the OSAA 5A state 
800m race at Hayward field this May. 

Other track and field athletes who 
reached the state podium were junior 
Caitlin Kirk who set a PR (25.68) and 
broke Delores May's 1977 school record 
with her 3rd place finish in the 200m; 
junior Pierce LaCoste was 4th in the 
long jump and 7th in the high jump; 
sophomore Rainy Adkins was 4th in the 
800m; junior Viola Watts was 4th in the 
100m hurdles; freshmen Isabella Zachem 
and Georgia Karam were 4th and 5th 
respectively in the 3000m; junior Andres 
Lopez was 5th in the 200m; junior Megan 
Kimball was 6th in the long jump; and 
the girls 4x100m relay was 6th and the 
4x400m relay was 7th. The girls team 
scored 33 points, just missing a fourth 
place trophy by three points, and the boys 
team finished 15th.

The girls tennis team celebrated 
a 4th place trophy at the 5A OSAA 
State Tournament in Portland also in 
May. Senior Emma Duvall and the 
doubles team of senior Emily Yeh and 
sophomore Chloe Lee both made it to the 
quarterfinals. The girls now have a six-
year undefeated home streak and were the 
Midwestern League District champions 
for the fifth year in a row. 

The boys tennis team earned a solid 

seventh place at the state championships 
after advancing five players to state. The 
doubles team of junior Spencer Franssen 
and sophomore Andrew Hyslop reached 
the quarterfinals.

The boys golf team finished 5th at 
the state championships match at Quail 
Valley in Banks despite adverse weather 
conditions. Junior John Pollock finished 
6th with the only eagle in the whole 
tournament and Justin Potwora  
finished 20th. 

The boys lacrosse team finished third in 
the Southwest League with a 6-4 record; 
three of those losses were in overtime 
and all of them by no more than a single 
point. They received a third seed selection 
in the OHSLA Cascade Cup tournament 
for the 16 best teams that did not make it 
to the championship playoffs and Marist 
advanced all the way to the semifinal 
game  -which is by far the best season yet 
for Marist lacrosse.

The girls lacrosse team placed third 
in the Southwest League just missing an 
opportunity to go to playoffs. 

The baseball team was knocked out of 
the state playoffs in a 1st round game by 
Crescent Valley. Senior Marcus Lydon 
was selected for the state all-star game. 

The club Ultimate Frisbee team won 
Eugene Ultimate’s Oregon High School 
State Championship in early June in a 
tournament with seven other teams from 
around the state.

In April, 11 members of the Marist 
Speech and Debate Team competed in 
eight events at the OSAA 5A Speech and 
Debate State Tournament in Monmouth 
after doing well at their district meet 
against local 4A-6A schools. Seniors 
Maya Dotson and Madeleine Shojai were 
both district champions. At state, the 
Marist team earned a 5th place trophy and 
seniors Angela Agnew and Emily Jewett 
were 2nd in Parliamentary Debate while 
seniors Dotson and Shojai finished in the 
top eight of the Public Forum Debate and 
sophomore Danielle Shojai finaled in After 
Dinner Speaking. According to Marist 
records, this is the farthest the team has 
made it at state. “This is by far our biggest 
state team and most diverse, with students 
qualifying in debate, speaking, and acting 
events,” coach Steve Barth said.

Ten Marist students, who were 
nominated by their math teachers, spent a 
day at Lane Community College in April 
competing against other local high schools 
in the annual LCC Math Fair where 
they placed 1st in the team competition. 
Three students earned a spot at the state 
competition but only senior Ian Skaggs 
was able to go - he participated in the 
calculus division.

Speech & Debate Trophy

Mathletes Equal Success

Junior Jerik Embleton crosses the finish in 1st place 
at the OSAA 5A State Track & Field Meet in May.

The Marist Mathletes team arrives back at Marist 
with their awards from a day of competition.

Senior Jack 
Geisler focuses 
on scoring in 
the semifinal 
game against 6A 
Westview.

The state 
championship 
winning seniors 
get their trophy.

Coach 
Steve Barth 
celebrates 
a state team 
trophy with 
seniors 
Emily Jewett 
and Angela 
Agnew.

More Than One Champion In Spring Sports
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It was a long and fruitful season for 
Marist and the Mr. Spartan Program. 
Starting in January, the program began 
raising upwards of $10,000 through five 
separate events leading up to the 23rd 
annual Mr. Spartan Pageant in early April. 
At the pageant, the 10 male contestants 
used the clever Spartan Night Live theme 
to guide their hilarious choices of classic 
SNL skits mixed in with the traditional 

heart-warming personality walk with 
their child escorts and another walk 
dressed to the nines with their moms. 
After announcing the grand total raised 
for Sacred Heart’s Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit through the Children’s Miracle 
Network this year, a whopping $62,000 
which shattered last year’s total of 
$53,476, senior Jack McGaughey was 
crowned the 2017 Mr. Spartan.

Project Starfish, which began on 
Ash Wednesday and continued until 
the last week of school, raised an 
incredible amount of money for Catholic 
Community Services this year to help 
families in need in the local community. 
Jerry Ragan, Project Starfish coordinator, 
reported that the total of this year’s 
giving was $16,655. The money is raised 
through a series of different fundraisers 
but undoubtedly the most successful this 

year was the sold-out Irish Echo concert 
which raised about $12,000 of the total 
compared to the $6,603 they raised last 
year. Irish Echo is a band of 16 members 
from the community who have been 
together for 36 years and have been 
raising money for Project Starfish for the 
last 10 years. Other fundraisers included a 
Papa’s Pizza Night, a Carl’s Jr. Day, bake 
sales, a school dance and collections at 
many of the Marist Arts performances.

English teacher Ben Rain retired from 
Marist this June, after 18 years of faithful 
service to educating Marist students. 
Although he is sad at the thought of not 
being at Marist daily, he spent the last few 
years teaching part-time and said he has 
finally discerned that it is time for him to 
listen more fully to the call within him 
to "explore other ways of serving and 
working in the larger community."

Rain Moving On

English 
teacher 
Ben Rain

The Irish Echo band performs at Marist to a sold-out crowd on St. Patrick's Day.

Senior Ian Schwartz plays Shrek in Marist's spring 
production of "Shrek the Musical."

The 2017 Mr. and Ms. Spartans surround the newly crowned 2017 Mr. Spartan Jack McGaughey, as they 
celebrate a job well done on the night of the 23rd annual Mr. Spartan Pageant.

Project Starfish Aids Catholic Community Services

Mr. Spartan "Shrek the Musical"

The curtain closed in May on 
Marist’s spring production of “Shrek, 
the Musical.” Featuring live music and 
an energetic cast of characters directed 
by Tony Rust, the musical rendition of 
“Shrek” was “easily the best five dollars 
I’ve ever spent,” said senior Soren 
Anderson. Senior Ian Schwartz played 
the lead in his first performance for 
Marist Arts and senior Bryn Garland, 
as Fiona, wooed the audience with her 
impressive musical numbers. Sophomore 
Brandon Foster kept the crowd laughing 
as the outrageous Donkey and junior 
Erin Caracol had a tall order playing 
the treacherous Lord Farquaad. Junior 
Corrie Patton as Pinocchio and the rest 
of the cast put on a series of memorable 
performances in the swamp.
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class notes
1960s 
Larry Carroll '60 and his wife Linda 
and family own and operate Cascade 
Sound Inc., a full-service production and 
contracting company in Salem serving 
the Pacific Northwest. 
1970s 
Maureen (Beyer) Rogers '77 is just 
enjoying life, working and living in Bend, 
and especially loves being a grandparent.
1990s 
Andrew Rowe '90 is writing code and 
skiing in Bend. 
Ryan '96 and Jessica (May) Dwyer '05 
welcomed twins, and future Spartans, 
Conor Patrick and Olivia May on May 
19, 2017. Proud uncle is Michael Dwyer 
'94 and aunts are Kerry Dwyer '99, 
Joanna May '04, Ashley May '07, and 
Erica May '09. Alumni grandparents 
Clem May '67 and Tammy (Norris) May 
'75 as well as grandmother Molly Dwyer 
assure us photos will come in the next 
issue!
2000s 

Aliza Fones '00 recently graduated from 
the University of Washington with a PhD 
in education. Aliza is headed from the 
Northwest to the Midwest where she will 
continue her studies at the University of 
Iowa with a federally funded, two- 
year postdoctoral fellowship focused  
on helping improve instruction for 
English learners.

McKenna Jones '00 married William 
Davison Gannon, Jr. in Austin, Texas on 
June 3, 2016. They now live in Dallas.  

Oliver Schweizer '01 recently moved 
with his wife, Caitlin, from New York 
City to Birmingham, Alabama, where he 
is now the Vice President of Financial 
Crimes Strategic Compliance for Regions 
Bank. Oliver and Caitlin were married in 
May in the Village of Cold Spring, NY.  

The Fox family came to visit grandpa 
Walt Fox, Marist history teacher, this 
spring. Pictured are David Fox '02 
holding Ellis, Walt Fox with Beckett  
and Elizabeth (Jaspers) Fox '01  
with Hudson. 
C.J. Hainley '04, is now teaching 
mechanical engineering at the University 
of Portland and is engaged to be married 
on October 7, 2017. 
Aaron Clements '07 ran the Boston 
Marathon (his 11th) in April with a PR of 
2:51:53.
Amy Horn '07 is living in Portland and 
studying to be a certified veterinary 
assistant. 

Audrey 
Ellen Kerns 
was born 
on October 
16, 2016 to 
Connor '08 
and Rachel 
(Huston) 

Kerns '08. She is the niece of Daniel 
Huston '04, Erin Kerns '09, Michael 
Huston '12, and John Kerns '15 and 
the granddaughter of John and Annette 
Huston and Pete Kerns '79 and Joan 
(Meagher) Kerns '79. 
Jessie (Copley) DenOuden '09 and 
Jordan DenOuden were married on 
August 20, 2016 and are now living in 

Springfield. Jessie graduated from LCC 
with a degree in multimedia design and 
has recently started her own business, 
Jessie Rose Multimedia, doing freelance 
multimedia work. 

Zandra Sletten '09 and Ian Evans were 
married at Sylvan Ridge Winery,  
August 6, 2016. 
2010s 
Mary Cummings '10 received a MS in 
Nutrition and Exercise Physiology and 
is working as an RDN for Grand Valley 
State University and consulting with 
CMU, Loyola University at Chicago, and 
Wayne State University. 

Jessica 
Kast '10 
and Thomas 
Rotter were 
married on 
February 24, 
2017 at St. 
Paul Catholic 
Church in 

Eugene by Fr. Stephen Clovis.
Riley Kulm '11 is currently working 
on becoming a chiropractor at the 
University of Western States in Portland. 
He completed his undergrad at the 
University of Colorado where he played 
lacrosse all four years and went to three 
straight lacrosse national title games. 
They won the Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse 
Association title his junior year. 
Scott Clements '11 will begin a two-year 
dual master's degree program at Syracuse 
University in July. He will study public 
administration and international relations.
Ben Fusek '13 earned a degree in 
philosophy, politics and economics (PPE) 
from Claremont McKenna College. He 
has accepted a Princeton Fellowship 
to Malawi. Ben will spend next year 
working for a non-profit finance company 
that assists people and communities in 
poverty with business-based solutions. 

Class of 1958 – 59 years
The St. Francis class of 1958 will hold 
a summer reunion, Saturday, August 5, 
2017 at the home of Marla (Whittet) 
Pifher '58 (1819 SE 113th Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97216). $6 per person. 
Come at 1 p.m.; dinner at 5 p.m. For 
more information or to RSVP,  
contact Marla (jmar12@comcast.net)  
at 503-254-7501.
 
Class of 1967 – 50 years
The St. Francis class of 1967 will be 
celebrating their 50th reunion this August 
11-12, 2017. For details, contact Joe 
Harbert '67 (harbert5708@comcast.net). 
 
Class of 1977 – 40 years
The 40-year reunion committee of  
Pat McCallum '77, Cathy (Buller) 
O’Brien '77, Theresa (Wagner) Tremaine 
'77, and Joe Schnabel '77 invite 
classmates to celebrate their 40th reunion 
on the weekend of August 18-20.

Friday, August 18, 7 p.m.: Meet & 
Greet in the Marist Cafeteria. Hosted  
light appetizers, beer, wine, and  
non-alcoholic beverages.

Saturday, August 19, 5 p.m.: 
Appetizers, Dinner & Dancing to live  
music at Mac’s Restaurant & Nightclub 
in the Veteran’s building, 1626 
Willamette St.

Sunday, August 20, 11 a.m.: Mass 
with Father John Kerns '77 at Marist. 
Please bring your own picnic lunch to 
enjoy after Mass.

Cost for the weekend: $50 per person, 
$100 per couple.

Please RSVP to Pat by July 15, 2017 
and send check or money order to: Mac’s 
Custom Catering, 1626 Willamette Street, 
Eugene, Oregon 97401.

If you prefer to use a credit card,  
add $5 and call Pat McCallum (541- 
344-8600, cell 541-868-4216,  
pat@macseugenecatering.com).

If you are unable to attend, they will 
miss you. If you could drop Pat a line or 
send an email or possibly a photo to give 
them an update on your world 40 years 
later, they’d love to hear from you!
 
Class of 1982 – 35 years

The Class of '82 will gather on 
Friday, August 18 at 5:30 p.m. at Hop 
Valley in the Barrel Room and patio for 
a no-host dinner and drinks. Saturday, 

August 19 at 5 p.m. will be dinner at 
Mac’s Restaurant & Nightclub in the 
Colonial Inn room. On Sunday, August 
20 the Class of '77 has invited the Class 
of '82 to join them for Mass at Marist 
celebrated by Father John Kerns '77 at 11 
a.m. Mass will be followed by a bring-
your-own-picnic lunch. Faculty, staff and 
coaches are encouraged to attend. Please 
spread the word! 

The reunion website  
https://sites.google.com/site/marisths1982/ 
has been updated with complete details 
and a missing classmate list. 

For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Roberta (Palmer) Kellis '82 
(grkellis@gmail.com or 541-954-9131).
 
Class of 1987 – 30 years
The Class of 1987 will begin their 30th 
reunion celebration with a tour of the 
Marist campus, Saturday, July 29 at 10:30 
a.m. followed by lunch at a destination 
TBA. More information can be found on 
the MHS Class of '87 – 30th Reunion 
Facebook page. 
 
Class of 1997 – 20 years
The Class of 1997 will hold their 20th 
reunion July 14-15. Join the Marist High 
School 1997 20th Reunion Facebook 
page for developing details.
 
Class of 2007 – 10 years
The Class of 2007 will celebrate 10 
years on September 16-17. Saturday 
night's festivities will be at a local winery 
TBA; Sunday, the class will gather at 
the All Alumni BBQ at Marist. For 
more information and to RSVP, please 
contact Nick Balthrop '07 (Nick@
oregonlegalteam.com). Families, staff 
and teachers are all welcome to attend.
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class notes REUNIONS

Attention, amazing alumni
Let's talk about YOU!

How’s life been since high school? Have 
you advanced your degree, started a new 
career, gotten married, had children or 
grandchildren, or crossed something 
off your Bucket List? Send to alumni@
marisths.org any news, updates or 
accomplishments so we can celebrate you 
in our magazine!

Are you planning a reunion?
Contact us at alumni@marisths.org.

Lauren Sibole '13 graduated from Marist 
College in Poughkeepsie, New York, on 
May 20 with a B.A. in Communications 
and Public Relations with an emphasis on 
International Studies. Lauren is pictured 
here with sisters Allie Sibole '10 and 
Heidi Sibole '16. 

Karlin Andersen '14 completed her 
B.A. in three years from Whitworth 
University, graduating this May summa 
cum laude with a B.A. in English, a 
minor in journalism and was in the 
first class of graduates from the editing 
and publishing minor. She worked on 
The Whitworthian, the university's 
student newspaper all three years, 
serving as editor-in-chief her senior 
year. Post graduate plans are moving to 
Pennsylvania to work in communications 
and pursue a master's degree.

Natalie Tichenor '15, currently a 
sophomore at the UO Honor’s College, is 
heavily involved with No Lost Generation, 
a national student group begun at UO this 
fall by a former Marist student, Harley 
Emery, to support Syrian and Iraqi refugees 
by raising awareness, fundraising, and 
creating education opportunities for 
admitted applicants with official UNHCR-
determined refugee status. 
Tate Rupp '15 was honored with a 
reception at St. Alice Catholic Church 
on May 28 before returning to St. Leo 
Benedictine Abbey in Florida to take his 
first vows to discern the monastic life. He 
then will be going to Rome to study for 
a year.
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Who are they?
Who are they? 
From the previous issue of the Marist Magazine

Thank you for sharing! Here are just a few replies:
“Freshman "B" team, Class of '71. Converse high tops 
(canvas) were the shoes of choice back then. You felt like 
superman when you laced them up!” 
- Dave Bauer '71
“This is one of the freshman basketball teams from 
the 1968 school year. The last year of St. Francis High 
School. This pic is found on pg 113 of The Shield 
yearbook of that school year. From left to right with 
faces; Davie Igl, David Bauer, Art Sullivan (an esteemed 
PhD Professor of Economics at Lewis and Clark), Mike 
Wiederhold and David Shaw (there were three other 
Davids in the class). Last but not least, is Brother Charles 
Filiatrault, frosh basketball and varsity swim team coach 
as well as the French instructor. Those were the good old 
days. Cheers.”  
- Lonnie Gieber '71

From page 113 of the 1968  
St. Francis yearbook: Freshmen 
on the boys basketball “B” team 
watch Coach Brother Charles 
Filiatrault, F.M.S. demonstrate a 
free throw.

If you know who the mystery alumni in this photo are or if 
it brings back a memory you would like to share, send your 
responses to alumni@marisths.org.

ST
. M

ARY’S                  ST. FRAN
C

IS

Celebrating 100 years of Catholic  
high school education in Eugene!
Sunday, September 17, 2017 

Marist Catholic High School
 12:00 p.m. Mass (optional) 
 1:00 p.m. BBQ Lunch

RSVP to alumni@marisths.org

All Alumni 
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In memoriam

Dixie Ann (Jessup) Johnson '54 passed 
away March 22, 2015.
Charles Edward Murphy '52 passed 
away September 2, 2016.
Gregg Franzwa '63 passed away  
October 28, 2016. 
Mary Lou (Stanton) McIrvin passed 
away December 8, 2016. John McIrvin 
'65 and Jim McIrvin '69 are her sons.
Lea Ann (Harrington) McGuirk passed 
away December 26, 2016. Tom McGuirk 
'77 and Brian McGuirk '80 are her sons.
Carlton Woodard passed away January 
13, 2017. Tyson Woodard '97, Joy 
Bridgens '93 and Julie Woodard '13 are 
his grandchildren.
Eugene “Bing” Buller passed away 
February 9, 2017. Cathy (Buller) 
O’Brien '77 and Matt Buller '81 are  
his children. 
Ann Kershner passed away February 
15, 2017 and Jerry Kershner passed 
away March 16, 2017. Kate (Kershner) 
Cochran '85 is their daughter.
Mary “Liz” Mullarkey passed away 
February 16, 2017. Molly Rives '83 is her 
daughter.
Maria H. Storment passed away March 
15, 2017. Former Marist Foundation 
Board member Andy Storment is her son 
and Nick Kreiger '05 and Lilly Storment 
'14 are her grandchildren.
Richard P. “Rick” DeAutremont '73 
passed away March 24, 2017. His 
siblings are Steve DeAutremont '65, 
Donna (DeAutremont) Godell '66, 
Vicki (DeAutremont) Tino '67, and Dan 
DeAutremont '70.
Mary Lee Nuxoll passed away March 29, 
2017. Marist history teacher Jon Nuxoll 
is her son.
Ron Jack passed away March 30, 2017. 
Cam Jack '14 is his son.
Robert “Bob” Butler passed away April 
6, 2017. Mandi (Butler) Craner '99 and 
Dane Butler '02 are his grandchildren.
Mary (Naslund) Smith passed away April 
6, 2017. Mandy (Smith) Rosenbach '92 
and Ian Smith '98 are her children.
Robert “Bob” Russell passed away 
April 7, 2017. Bob was one of the 

founders of the Marist auction. Jim 
Russell '76, Molly (Russell) Morris '78, 
Katy (Russell) Schrader '83, Maureen 
(Russell) Nosler '85, and Patrick Russell 
'86 are his children. Jordan Schrader '09 
is his grandson.
Betty Kerns '63 passed away April 14, 
2017. Lucy (Kerns) Berg '61 is her sister.
Mary (Gent) Weeks '45 passed away 
April 16, 2017. She was preceded in 
death by her siblings Clara (Gent) 
Freeman '42, Bob Gent '47, Rosemary 
(Gent) Farley '50, and Ernest Gent '54. 
John Gent '43, Fred Gent '49, Sr. Jean 
Gent '51, Margaret (Gent) Carnegie 
'58 and Lucy (Gent) Duncan '64 are her 
surviving siblings.
Richard Lee Rochon passed away April 
17, 2017. Dorothy (Brown) Rochon 
'51 is his widow. Jacob Rochon '13, 
Bradley Rochon '14, Anna Rochon 
'17, and Michael Rochon '20 are his 
grandchildren.
Brother Robert Ryan, F.M.S. passed 
away April 19, 2017. 
Arthur Robert Cyr, Jr. passed away 
May 2, 2017. Kelsey Weilbrenner '08, 
James Weilbrenner '10, and Joseph 
Weilbrenner '18 are his grandchildren.
Roger Paiement passed away May 
11, 2017. Ray Paiement '74, Line 
(Paiement) Marilley '79, Lise 
(Paiement) Mowery '79 and Doreen 
Paiement '84 are his children. 
Kim (Paiement) Smith '00, Dyann 
(Paiement) Sultzer '00, Christine 
Paiement '03 and Josh Paiement '12  
are his grandchildren.
Jennifer Peck '95 passed away May 31, 
2017. Rachel (Terney) Byrns '87 and 
Kevin Terney '90 are her siblings.
Dave Hauser passed away June 8, 2017. 
Kyle Hauser '06 and Danielle (Smith) 
Hauser '06 are his son and  
daughter-in-law.

Remembering Loved Ones
If you know of an alumnus, 
family of an alumnus, or friend
of Marist who is in need of 
prayers due to the passing of a
loved one, please let us help.
Email rlarson@marisths.org.

If any information in this publication 
is inaccurate, please let us know at 
alumni@marisths.org.

Edmund Louis "Coach" Hummel, 
passed away on June 2, 2017. Karen 
(Hummel) McBride '76, Dean Hummel 
'78, Konnie (Hummel) Sizemore '80, and 
Daniel Hummel '82 are his children. Ava 
Hummell '19 is his granddaughter. He 
was preceded in death by his beloved wife, 
Marge, in 2006.

Coach Hummel began his legacy at St. 
Francis High School in 1960 and continued 
to teach and coach at Marist when it opened 
in 1968. "Overhead Ed" and "Easy Ed," as 
many remember him, retired from teaching 
in 1998. His coaching legacy continued, 
however, and ended only shortly before his 
death. Over the years, Ed became the most 
decorated and well-known coach at Marist. 
He attended practices and games, and could 
often be spotted in his golf cart coaching 
from the sidelines. His unfailing passion 
for athletics and commitment to the players 
will never be forgotten.

In December of 2015 the Marist 
community had the honor of celebrating 
Coach Hummel and announced the naming 
of the Ed Hummel Sports Complex. 
Hundreds of alumni, students, parents, staff, 
and coaches were in attendance. A sign 
dedicated to Ed and the complex stands 
at the SE corner of the tennis courts. Ed 
requested that two rose bushes be planted 
in memory of his wife who loved roses. 
June 4th – just two days after Ed’s passing 
– would have been his and Marge’s 60th 
anniversary and the bushes were in  
full bloom.

We are grateful for Coach Hummel’s 
commitment to the mission of Catholic 
high school education at St. Francis and 
Marist and to the academic and athletic 
development of so many young men and 
women for the past 57 years.

The family has requested memorial 
contributions be made to the Marist 
Foundation for the Ed Hummel 
Scholarship, 1900 Kingsley Road,  
Eugene, OR 97401.

Edmund Louis "Coach" Hummel
1931-2017



Prepare to celebrate our 50th year  
Marist Catholic High School          

1968 - 2018

Don’t miss out on any of the festivities planned for Marist's 50th year.  
Email your contact information to 50years@marisths.org.
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We sat down with Br. Simon Hepner (formerly 
David Hepner) '69, who entered Mount Angel 
Abbey in 1971 and presently works in the 
mendery in the Abbey library, to ask him five 
questions in five minutes. 

What was it like to be in the first graduating 
class at Marist?

It was exciting to be in a brand new school 
starting new traditions and customs. The Marist 
Brothers and the Holy Names Sisters were still 
there, providing an excellent education. All of 
these elements combined to make us all feel 
really good and hopeful for the future of Marist.

What is a memory that stands out about 
your time at Marist?

Considering this was the late 60’s, as the 
Vietnam War was being protested and drugs 
were starting to become more prevalent, I think 
the combination of the very good discipline 
that the teachers had with the students and 
the strong relationships that students had 
with teachers created a very strong learning 
environment. 

How did the Marist Brothers influence you 
in your decision to become a monk?

Since I was about ten, I felt that God had 
something special in mind for me, so the 
Brothers did not have much of an influence on 
that decision. Having the Marist Brothers and 
Holy Names Sisters as my teachers I was able 
to get a glimmer of what a religious life might 
be like. I spent a lot of time in the Marist Chapel 
praying for a lot of things, especially about  
my future. 

What led you to Mount Angel Abbey?

I applied to attend the Seminary College here 
when I was a senior at Marist, and I came in 
as an independent student because I didn’t 
feel like I was being called to be a priest in any 
particular diocese. Two years into college, I 
took a three week course on monastic studies 
where I was able to stay in the Monastery and 
live the monastic life with the monks. I went into 
that experience without any preconceived ideas 

or notions, and by the end of those three weeks 
I knew that this was where God wanted me to 
be, so I applied to enter the Abbey and entered 
on August 14, 1971, professing my monastic 
vows a year later on September 8th.

What do you enjoy most about being a 
monk?

The 135-year history and tradition of the Abbey, 
the sense of family and fellowship with my 
brother monks, and our daily prayer and work 
that we do together. The times of peace and 
quiet when I can enjoy and contemplate the 
beauty of God’s creation on the Abbey Hill and 
in the Valley below the hill. Giving tours to our 
many guests, talking with them and answering 
their questions on our life as monks and my 
personal experiences of nearly 50 years here.

Brother Simon Hepner '69
 answers five questions in five minutesTA
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Receiving more than one copy of the magazine? 
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of your family to rlarson@marisths.org and we'll see that 
the Marist Magazine gets to them.Thank you! 

 AUGUST
 21 Freshman Root Beer Social

 SEPTEMBER
 5 Welcome Back Day 

Freshman Orientation
 6 First Day of School
 11-15 Welcome Week
 13 Mass of the Holy Spirit
 16 Formation Retreat
 17 All Alumni BBQ
 23-24 Freshman Lock-In Retreat
 29 Homecoming Game
 
 OCTOBER
 7 Homecoming Dance
 21-23 Men's Fall Encounter Retreat
 25 NHS Induction Ceremony
 27, 28 Marist Theatre Fall Play

The Marist Foundation 

Suzanne Graf 

sgraf@marisths.org 

541-681-5460

Every Gift Creates a Story

Have you considered including Marist in your will? A 

planned gift is a meaningful way to make an impact on 

future generations and leave a legacy – one that will 

touch the lives of countless students and spark their 

unique Marist story. 

Planned gifts ensure that financial resources will be 

available to support Marist well into the future. Invest  

in Marist with a planned gift and join the Marist  

Foundation’s Legacy Society.

If you have already made provisions for Marist in your 

will, wish to explore options for making a planned gift, 

or are interested in taking the next step by joining the 

Legacy Society, please contact us today.


