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ENGLISH



ENGLISH 9
9th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The Freshman English program introduces students to a variety of literary genres, includ-
ing nonfiction, short story, novel, drama, and poetry.  The thematic focus is the qualities of 
literary and personal heroes. Writing instruction covers the basic conventions, organiza-
tion, and mechanics of written communication. The student will produce narrative, descrip-
tive, expository, and persuasive writing in paragraphs as well as multi-paragraph essays.  
Opportunities for creative writing and spoken presentations will be given.  A major focus is 
on literary terms.  Vocabulary development is an integral part of each year of the four- year 
program.

ENGLISH 9 HONORS
9th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

English 9 Honors is an embedded honors course.  Students enrolled in English 9 will be 
given an option to pursue honors credit for the course.  While the Marist Catholic High 
School English 9 curriculum is designed to challenge all students where they are, an Hon-
ors Option exists for any interested freshman seeking to explore the essential skills of 
reading, writing, research, speaking, and listening with greater depth.  The Embedded 
Honors structure offers the opportunity for all students to pursue advanced skills and 
knowledge alongside similarly motivated peers, The requirements and expectations will be 
higher and will also give students who are passionate about the subject an opportunity to 
explore the subject at a deeper level.

ENGLISH 10
10th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The sophomore program addresses growing up and identity through a variety of texts in-
cluding drama, autobiography, and novels.  Students encounter such themes as illusion 
and reality, the nature of good and evil, and the influence and use of power.  Writing and 
speaking skills are refined across narrative and persuasive modes, with emphasis on the 
traditional essay and research.  Vocabulary and grammar development round out the cur-
riculum. 
Prerequisite:  English 9

ENGLISH 10 HONORS
10th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

English 10 Honors is an embedded honors course.  Students enrolled in English 10 will be 
given an option to pursue honors credit for the course.  While the Marist Catholic High 
School English 10 curriculum is designed to challenge all students where they are, an 
Honors Option exists for any interested freshman seeking to explore the essential skills of 
reading, writing, research, speaking, and listening with greater depth.  The Embedded 
Honors structure offers the opportunity for all students to pursue advanced skills and 
knowledge alongside similarly motivated peers, The requirements and expectations will be 
higher and will also give students who are passionate about the subject an opportunity to 
explore the subject at a deeper level.

AMERICAN LITERATURE
11th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

Juniors engage in a survey of American literature from the Colonial period through the 
modern age. The human condition is explored through the nonfiction, fiction, drama, and 
poetry of the American canon. Students produce an interdisciplinary research paper that 
incorporates their study of American History with American Literature. In addition, students 
continue to refine their ability to engage in the close reading of a text, and their ability to 
write the traditional literary analysis paper, adding more sophisticated rhetorical techniques 
and support for their ideas.
*Prerequisite: English 10

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION
11th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

AP Language and Composition introduces students to the analysis and construction of di-
verse rhetorical structures as primary considerations of exploring a thesis. Through critical 
reading, students examine various strategies and techniques reflective of the writing 
process. Eventually, students then incorporate these same rhetorical tools in composing 
their own organic essays and research projects. While the class is built upon a nonfiction 
reading list, students are exposed to selected texts from the traditional canon of American 
Literature, and engage in a year-long study of the American identity, voice, and dream.  
Students are prepared to sit for the AP Language and Composition Exam in May.
*Prerequisite: English 10 honors and teacher recommendation

ENGLISH 12
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

English 12 challenges senior students to read, write, and think critically. As students of lit-
erature, seniors engage both classic and modern texts that explore the questions of what it 
means to be human. As students of writing, seniors produce descriptive, narrative, and tra-
ditional academic composition that allows students to respond to ideas and texts that 
shape the student’s maturing sense of self. A college prep course, English 12 challenges 
students to polish the skills necessary to make a successful transition to collegiate humani-
ties class. 
*Prerequisite: American Literature or AP Language and Composition

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

Through the close reading and critical analysis of literature, this course prepares students 
for college and the AP Literature and Composition exam.  As students explore texts from 
both the ancient and modern worlds in a variety of genres, the content is organized the-
matically and dives deeply into the notions of Self, Relationships, Society, and Personal 
Journey.  Within these four themes students hone technical reading, writing, discussion, 
and research skills as they are encouraged to become more thoughtful, reflective, and 
wise human beings.   
*Prerequisite:  AP Literature and Composition and teacher recommendation
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MATH



ALGEBRA 1A & 1B
9th – 10th grade ~ 2 years ~ 2 Marist credits (only 0.5 credit per year toward the college 
mathematics requirement)
 
This two year progression is offered to accommodate students who may have experienced 
difficulties in mastering mathematical concepts or are missing critical pre-algebra content. 
 This progression will begin with the necessary review of Pre-Algebra followed by a study 
of Algebra 1.  This progression differs from Algebra 1 mainly in the pace of the work.
*Prerequisite:  determined by math placement score
 
ALGEBRA 1
9th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
All students who have mastered the arithmetic operations, including fractions and deci-
mals, signed numbers, and percentages and have had exposure to ratio and proportion 
would qualify for the study of algebra.  This is the course recommended for the majority of 
entering freshmen.  Curriculum includes operations with signed numbers and variables, 
linear and absolute value equations and inequalities, solving systems of equations, story 
problems, operations with polynomials, factoring, fractional expressions, radicals, func-
tions, and graphing linear, quadratic, and exponential functions.
*Prerequisite:  determined by math placement score
 
HONORS ADVANCED ALGEBRA
9th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
This accelerated course assumes a solid working knowledge of all Algebra 1 topics.  Mini-
mal review is integrated throughout the year. Topics include solving systems of linear equa-
tions and inequalities, linear programming, matrices, absolute value and quadratic equa-
tions and inequalities, polynomials, rational and radical expressions, complex numbers, 
conic sections, as well as inverse, polynomial, rational, radical, exponential, and logarith-
mic functions.  The course will progress quickly with an emphasis on investigating connec-
tions through graphical, analytical, and numerical representations.
*Prerequisite: determined by math placement score
 
GEOMETRY
9th / 10th / 11th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
This course consists of a deductive approach to proofs of congruency and similarity.  The 
principles developed are applied to lines, polygons, and circles.  Additional topics will in-
clude surface area and volume, right triangle trigonometry, basic transformations, and 
foundations of logical reasoning.  A basic review of the primary topics of Algebra 1 will be 
integrated throughout the year.
*Prerequisite:  C– or higher in Algebra 1 or math placement score
 
HONORS GEOMETRY/TRIGONOMETRY
10th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
This is an accelerated course designed to cover all topics in Geometry.  Special emphasis 
is placed on deductive and inductive reasoning along with creating logical arguments. 

 Emphasis will be placed on formal proofs and deductive reasoning skills; topics will be 
pursued in depth and problems will be more challenging.  Geometric content will be cov-
ered in approximately 3 quarters.  The remaining time will be devoted to trigonometric top-
ics.  An in depth study of Trigonometry will include right triangle trigonometry, unit circle, 
trig functions and graphs, applications of functions, and introduction of trigonometric identi-
ties.
*Prerequisite:  B– or higher in Honors Advanced Algebra and teacher recommendation
 
ALGEBRA II
11th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

Begins with a review of Algebra 1 in greater depth.  Moves on to topics that include solving 
and graphing linear equations and inequalities, factoring quadratic equations, exploring 
polynomials and radical expressions, irrational and complex numbers, quadratic functions 
and inequalities, and exploring exponential, inverse, and logarithmic functions.  
*This course may qualify for College Now credit through Lane Community College.
*Prerequisite: C- or higher Geometry and Algebra 1
 
ALGEBRA II/TRIGONOMETRY
10th / 11th / 12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
This course covers the same topics as described in Intermediate Algebra above. Further 
topics include linear programming, matrices, exploring polynomial functions and conic sec-
tions, evaluating and graphing trigonometric functions in radians and degrees, study of the 
unit circle, law of sines and cosines, and using trigonometric identities to simplify, evaluate 
and verify expressions and equations.
*Prerequisite: C– or higher in Algebra 1 and Geometry or math placement score
 
INTRODUCTION TO STATISTICAL REASONING
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
This is an introductory course in statistics at the college level.  Topics discussed include 
displaying and describing data, the normal curve, regression, probability, statistical infer-
ence, confidence intervals, and hypothesis tests with applications in the real world.  Critical 
thinking skills and use of technology are key elements of the course.
*Prerequisites:  C– or higher in Algebra II/Trig and teacher recommendation
 
HONORS PRECALCULUS/COLLEGE ALGEBRA
11th / 12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit 
 
College Algebra is a study of basic functions and their applications.  The first semester 
covers polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic functions and their inverses and an 
introduction to sequences and series.  The second semester is a study of trigonometry. 
 Topics include radian measure, solving trigonometric equations, applications, and verifying 
trig identities.  Polar coordinates, vectors, and conic sections are also covered in second 
semester.  
*Prerequisites:  B– or higher in Algebra II/Trig or Honors Geometry and teacher recom-
mendation  
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*This course may qualify for 10 credits through Lane Community College MTH 111/
MTH112
 
HONORS /AP STATISTICS
11th / 12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus-based 
college course in statistics.  The course introduces students to the major concepts and 
tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  There are four themes 
in the AP Statistics course:  exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating pat-
terns, and statistical inference.  Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, 
and writing as they build conceptual understanding.
*Prerequisites:  B– or higher in Honors Precalculus and teacher recommendation
*Juniors in Precalculus may enroll in AP Statistics with teacher approval
*This course may qualify for 4 credits through Lane Community College MTH243
 
HONORS/AP CALCULUS AB
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit
 
AP Calculus is comparable to 2 quarters of calculus courses in colleges and universities. 
 Students will understand the concepts of differential and integral calculus and be familiar 
with its methods and applications.  There will be an emphasis on a multi-representational 
approach to calculus with concepts, results, and problems expressed graphically, numeri-
cally, analytically, and verbally, allowing for justification-based connections among these 
representations.
*Prerequisites:  B– or higher in Precalculus and teacher recommendation  
*This course may qualify for 10 credits through Lane Community College MTH 251/MTH 
252
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SCIENCE



PHYSICAL  SCIENCE
9th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This is an introductory course that increases the student’s understanding of the world 
around them by studying the fundamental laws of physics. Concepts that will be covered 
will include mechanics, energy, wave motion, light, electricity, and the fundamental con-
cepts of atomic structure and chemistry. Physics concepts, lab experiences and practical 
applications of scientific methods will be the focus of the course.

HONORS PHYSICAL  SCIENCE
9th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit 

Honors Physical Science is a course embedded within our existing physical science cour-
ses. All students enrolled in Physical Science will be given the opportunity to pursue hon-
ors credit for the course.  While the Marist physical science curriculum is designed to pre-
pare all students to succeed throughout their science courses at Marist by developing the 
fundamental evidence–based reasoning skills that are essential to the study of science, an 
Honors Option exists for any highly interested and motivated freshman seeking set aside 
space and time to delve more deeply into their areas of scientific interest as a cohort of 
peers while also allowing them to learn the fundamentals of science at Marist alongside the 
rest of the freshman class.

BIOLOGY
10th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The primary goal of this course will be to study life and how organisms survive in their envi-
ronment. We will look at life from a hierarchical standpoint--that is, from a biochemical to 
cellular to organism to population level and how each higher level is built upon those below 
it. The central theme of biology is evolution-students will study how populations of organ-
isms adapt to their environments via natural selection. With the ongoing discoveries involv-
ing the Human Genome Project, we will take a close look of how traits are inherited. Addi-
tional objectives of the course will be: to conduct laboratory investigations using the scien-
tific method; to be open to discovery as a means of learning; to use effective communica-
tion skills to build and demonstrate understanding as well as teamwork; to apply science 
knowledge and skills to solve problems; and to actively integrate knowledge of biology 
gained into students daily lives.
*Prerequisite: Physical Science

HONORS BIOLOGY
10th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This course includes a stronger laboratory emphasis, higher critical thinking skills and a 
larger research component than Biology.
*Prerequisite: Physical Science

CHEMISTRY
10th-11th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This course is designed to be an introduction to chemistry, the study of matter and its 
changes. This class will place equal importance on both the theory of Chemistry and the 

lab applications.  We will cover topics such as: chemical and physical changes, atomic 
structure, chemical names and formulas, stoichiometry, periodicity, electronic structure, 
acids and bases and gases.  Because of the logical nature of chemistry, the course will de-
velop skills in analytical thinking and problem solving. Students will be involved in laborato-
ry experiments, lectures, projects and other classroom activities.
*Prerequisite: Biology and Enrollment in Algebra II/Trig or higher

HONORS CHEMISTRY
11th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This course is designed to be an introduction to chemistry, the study of matter and its 
changes. This class will place equal importance on both the theory of Chemistry and the 
lab applications.  We will cover topics such as: chemical and physical changes, atomic 
structure, chemical names and formulas, stoichiometry, periodicity, electronic structure, 
acids and bases and gases.  Because of the logical nature of chemistry, the course will de-
velop skills in analytical thinking and problem solving. Students will be involved in laborato-
ry experiments, lectures, projects and other classroom activities. This course includes a 
stronger emphasis on laboratory analysis, higher critical thinking skills than Chemistry.  
*Prerequisite: Biology, Enrollment in Algebra II/Trig or higher and teacher rec.

ANATOMY  AND PHYSIOLOGY
11th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This is a yearlong course that studies the gross anatomy, organization, and physiology of 
the human body. During the first semester we will focus on the basic organization, struc-
ture, and orientation of the human body, body tissues and the following systems: integu-
mentary, skeletal, and muscular, nervous and endocrine.  During the second semester will 
study the following systems: cardiovascular, lymphatic, respiratory, urinary, and reproduc-
tive.  Dissection of animal organs is a required component of this course. Dissection may 
include, but may not be limited to eyes, brains, hearts, and kidneys.
*Dual enrollment in chemistry is allowed with a teacher recommendation
*This course qualifies for College Now credit through Lane Community College
*Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry

ASTRONOMY
11th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

Astronomy is the study of the heavens and the space that surrounds our planet. It is one of 
the oldest sciences known to humans and our study will begin with the historical develop-
ment of astronomy and the telescope. Topics covered will include the motion of the heav-
ens, the history of astronomy, the Copernican Revolution, spectroscopy, telescopes, the 
physics that goes along with astronomy, the study of our solar system and the study of 
stellar and universe formation.  There will be a recurring theme of star gazing throughout 
the course.  The course will culminate with a scientific project investigating some aspect of 
astronomy that we have discussed throughout the year.
*Prerequisite:  Biology and teacher recommendation

19



HONORS/AP BIOLOGY
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory course taken by 
biology majors in their first year of college.  It provides students with the conceptual frame-
work, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary for study in the rapidly changing 
field of scientific inquiry.  Primary emphasis in AP Biology is upon developing an under-
standing of concepts while using the finer details within that framework.  The AP Biology 
course is structured around the enduring understandings as described by the AP Biology 
Committee Framework: 1)  The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life; 2) 
Biological systems utilize free energy & molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce 
and to maintain dynamic homeostasis; 3) Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and re-
spond to information essential to life processes; and 4) Biological systems interact, and 
these systems and their interactions possess complex properties. (info continued on next 
page)
*This course qualifies for College Now credit through Lane Community College
*Prerequisite: Chemistry and teacher recommendation

HONORS/AP CHEMISTRY
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course 
usually taken during the first college year.  The focus of the course will be to attain a depth 
of understanding of fundamentals and a reasonable competence in dealing with chemical 
problems. The course will also contribute to the development of critical thinking skills and 
the ability to express ideas, orally and in writing, with clarity and logic. Topics covered will 
be: atoms and ions, stoichiometry, ionic reactions, thermodynamics, chemical kinetics, 
gases, intermolecular forces, solutions, nuclear chemistry, chemical reactions and organic 
chemistry.   There is a strong laboratory emphasis in both procedure and writing.
*This course qualifies for College Now credit through Lane Community College
*Prerequisite: Chemistry and teacher recommendation

HONORS/AP PHYSICS B
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The AP Physics course is designed to be representative of courses offered in colleges and 
universities. The focus of the course will be in three areas: physics knowledge, problem 
solving and laboratory technique. The course will also contribute to the development of crit-
ical thinking skills and the ability to express ideas, orally and in writing, with clarity and log-
ic. Topics covered will be: kinematics (motion), dynamics (forces), circular motion, work and 
energy, momentum, fluids, waves, electricity and magnetism, modern physics, nuclear 
physics, thermodynamics and optics. There is a strong laboratory emphasis in procedure 
and writing as well as modeling the physical world with mathematics. 
*This course qualifies for College Now credit through Lane Community College
* Prerequisite: Chemistry, Enrollment in College Algebra or higher and teacher rec.
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HISTORY



WORLD HISTORY - (to 1815)
9th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

World History is a required course taken during the freshman year, with an emphasis on 
Western Civilization.  The first semester covers the period from Prehistory to the Roman 
Empire, including ancient river valley civilizations, the Greeks, and the rise of Christianity.  
The second semester covers the Middle Ages, the spread of Islam, the Reformation, En-
lightenment, and the early modern era through the Napoleonic Period.

MODERN WORLD HISTORY - (from  1815)
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This one semester required course continues the freshman survey, in the period from 1815 
through the present. Including the Napoleonic period through both world wars, the Cold 
War, modern Asia, and the modern Middle East.
*Fulfills history graduation requirement. 

HONORS/AP EUROPEAN HISTORY
10th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

An intensive, year-long course surveying European history since 1450, from the Renais-
sance through the Cold War, designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement 
European history examination in May.  Following the AP exam, modern non-European his-
tory is studied for one unit.  
*This course exceeds history graduation requirement and may qualify for 6 credits through 
Lane Community College HST102 &103.
*Prerequisite:  “A” in World History or instructor approval

UNITED STATES HISTORY
11th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

First semester covers America from the colonial period through the end of the 19th century.  
Second semester surveys the United States in the 20th and 21st centuries.

HONORS/AP UNITED STATES HISTORY
11th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

An intensive year-long course surveying United States history from the colonial period 
through the present, designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement United 
States history examination in May.  
*This course may qualify for 9 credits through Lane Community College HST 201, 202, 
&203
*Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS:  United States
12th grade ~ 1 semester~ .5 credit

This course is a study of the Constitution; functions of the branches of government; civil 
liberties and civil rights.  We will emphasize how the government affects our lives and the 
role we play as citizens in shaping how government is run.
*Prerequisite:  US History

HONORS/AP GOVERNMENT & POLITICS:  United States
12th grade ~ 1 semester~ .5 credit

This course is an intensive study of the formal an informal structure of government and the 
processes of the American political system, with an emphasis on policy-making and im-
plementation.  This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to learn col-
lege-level content and skills, prepare students for the AP exam.
*Prerequisite:  AP US History and/or teacher recommendation

ECONOMICS
12th grade ~ 1 semester~ .5 credit

Economics is the study of the basic principles of capitalism and of alternative economic 
systems. Particular emphasis is given to the macro economy with some reference to mi-
croeconomics.  The course includes a study of significant economic issues pertaining to 
the Pacific Northwest.

HONORS ECONOMICS
12th grade ~ 1 semester~ .5 credit

This course provides a deeper study of the basic principles of capitalism and of alternative 
economic systems.
*Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation and satisfactory completion of summer work and 
reading
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FINE ARTS



(The following courses all contribute to the fine arts requirement for graduation)

CONCERT BAND/PEP  BAND/JAZZ BAND
9th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This class is designed to explore the three phases of band literature. This group will per-
form medium to difficult musical selections.  In the fall, members will play for home football 
games.  At the end of the football season, concert music will be taught and the band will 
present a Christmas concert.  In the winter, they will also double as a pep band serving as 
a means to communicate spirit and enthusiasm to the student body and Marist community 
at home basketball games.  At the end of the winter, the band will prepare music for solo 
and ensemble contests, band festivals and a spring concert.  The band is considered the 
core of the instrumental program and builds a community feeling through the expression of 
music.  Determination, dedication, and a good attitude are necessary for success in this 
class. 
*Meets from 2:45 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
*Students who participate in pep band have an opportunity to earn a letter.
*Prerequisite:  1 year experience on your musical instrument or teacher approval

ROCK BAND
10th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The Rock Band is a group of musicians qualified to perform at a professional level.  Mem-
bership is for experienced players only.  Any musician who wishes to be challenged techni-
cally, musically and professionally is advised to contact the instructor for available positions 
in the group.  All styles of rock will be studied:  blues, classic, funk, etc.  
*Instrumentation is 4-5 guitars, 2 piano, 2 bass, 3 vocalists, and 2-3- percussionists
*Can be repeated for credit
*Prerequisite:  By audition/interview

VISUAL ARTS
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

Visual Arts is a foundation course through which students will focus on the elements of de-
sign and principals of art. Students will create a variety of 2-dimensional projects using a 
wide range of materials. This course is designed to improve the skills of all students, re-
gardless of their previous art experience.  Art history and art appreciation are also an es-
sential part of this course. Prerequisite for upper-level visual arts courses.
*Not repeatable

PHOTOGRAPHY I
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This class is the first of two photography classes designed in sequence. Photography 1 is 
an opportunity for students to creatively explore and develop a variety of photo and design 
skills. Students will learn the basics of composition and technique, photojournalism, Adobe 
Photoshop, and Adobe InDesign. In addition, these students will act as the photography 

staff for yearbook, newspaper, and other school departments.  This course may serve as a 
prerequisite for upper-level visual arts courses.
*Not repeatable
*Prerequisite:  Application/Teacher  approval

PHOTOGRAPHY II
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

Photography II is for students to begin to master the skills they acquired in Photography I. 
Students will begin to master the basics of photographic composition and technique, pho-
tojournalism with a stronger emphasis on artistic expression. Student will use Adobe Phot-
oshop and Adobe InDesign to learn basic layout and design and photo editing and manipu-
lation. These students will continue to act as the photography staff for yearbook, newspa-
per, and other school departments.
*Not repeatable/*Prerequisite:  Photography I

SCULPTURE
11th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit  

Sculpture is designed to provide students with the opportunity to explore the diversity and 
creative possibilities of working within a 3-dimensional format. Students will focus on creat-
ing high quality, unique projects using primarily clay and plaster while learning the termi-
nology and techniques associated with the sculpture process. This class is perfect for stu-
dents who enjoy working with their hands.
*Prerequisite:  Visual Arts or Intro to Fine Arts   
*May be repeated for credit with a grade of B or above and teacher permission.  Two se-
mester maximum
 
DRAWING 
11th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This class is designed for students who want to learn the basic fundamentals of drawing.  
Emphasis is placed on drawing from observations.  Students will also learn how to develop 
a composition and draw using perspective.  A variety of techniques will be explored while 
using different drawing tools, such as pen and ink, pencil charcoal and pastel. 
*Prerequisite:  Visual Arts or Intro to Fine Arts
*Not repeatable

STUDIO PAINTING
11th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

Students will explore different painting styles and techniques through the study of historical 
and cultural examples.  A variety of materials including watercolor, tempera, and acrylics 
will be used.  Students will also learn color theory and color mixing, as well as methods of 
creating perspective and depth in their work.
*May be repeated for credit with a grade of B or above.  Two semester maximum.
*Prerequisite: Visual Arts and Drawing preferable.  If Visual Arts is complete, Teacher’s ap-
proval can wave Drawing.
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LANGUAGES



The World Language Department administers placement tests to all students who intend to 
continue studying a world language at Marist. This purpose is to assess students' current 
language abilities in order to match them to the language courses most suitable for their 
level. Accurate initial placement is a key factor in successfully learning a world 
language. Therefore, students must enroll in the class in which they place, rather than try-
ing to self-place. Language course prerequisites are enforced and students will not be 
permitted to enroll in a class unless they have placed into it or have completed the prereq-
uisite course.
 
If you have no prior experience with the language you plan to study at Marist, you do not 
need to take a placement test. Enroll in the first quarter of the first-year sequence. All stu-
dents with any prior exposure to a language they intend to continue studying at Marist, in-
cluding formal study or home background, must take a placement test in that language 
before enrolling in a course. Self-placing is not allowed in language classes.

SPANISH

SPANISH 1
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The fundamentals of the language are presented in four skills: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing. Emphasis is on basic vocabulary and grammatical structures presented in a 
thematic, communicative approach, which enables students to use the language in a 
meaningful context. An introductory look at the cultures, geographies, and histories of 
Spanish-speaking countries is examined. Frequent testing and continual ongoing effort is 
vital to progress and achievement. At the end of the first year of Spanish students should 
be able to communicate at a basic level using the present, present progressive, implied 
future, and preterit tenses
Placement or no prior experience with Spanish

SPANISH 2
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The fundamentals of the language are presented in four skills: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing. Emphasis is on vocabulary and grammatical structures presented in a themat-
ic, communicative approach, which enables students to use the language in a meaningful 
context. An examination of the cultures, geographies, and histories of Spanish-speaking 
countries is continued. Frequent testing and continual ongoing effort is vital to progress 
and achievement. At the end of the second year of Spanish students should be able to 
communicate at an advanced-elementary or basic-intermediate level using the present, 
past, and imperative tenses.
*Prerequisite:  Spanish 1 or demonstrated proficiency through placement

HONORS SPANISH 3
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This is an advanced course that presents basic-plus to intermediate level Spanish gram-
mar with continued emphasis in developing skills in all four areas of language: writing, 
reading, speaking, and listening. The course is conducted principally in Spanish. There is 

an increased focus on personal usage, fluency, pronunciation, and vocabulary. The rich 
and diverse cultures, geographies, and histories of the Spanish-speaking world is ex-
plored. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to perform at the basic-
plus to intermediate level (ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines novice-mid to novice-high).  
**This course may qualify for five credits through Lane Community College Spanish 103
*Prerequisite:  Spanish 2 or demonstrated proficiency through placement

HONORS SPANISH 4
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This is an advanced course in which students will learn about the culture, language, histo-
ry, people, music, film, and art of the Spanish-speaking world through grammar-based 
lessons. Students will continue to develop skills in all four areas of language: writing, read-
ing, speaking, and listening. The class is conducted in Spanish with an emphasis on in-
creasing fluency, accuracy, and vocabulary. The course presents advanced Spanish 
grammar; reviewing the structures and usage of the language previously presented and 
continuing to work with more complex elements of the language. Upon completion of this 
course, students should be able to perform at the intermediate to advanced intermediate 
level (ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines novice-high to intermediate level)  
**This course may qualify for 5 credits through Lane Community College Spanish 201.
*Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 or demonstrated proficiency through placement

HONORS SPANISH 5/6
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

AP Spanish V / VI provides students with opportunities to develop language proficiency 
across the three modes of communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational. 
Students will learn about culture through the use of authentic materials that are representa-
tive of the Spanish-speaking world. Materials include a variety of media (journalistic and 
literary works, podcasts, interviews, movies, charts, and graphs). Students will practice and 
develop advanced grammar and vocabulary. The course is designed to provide students 
with the necessary skills (reading, writing, speaking, listening) for successful communica-
tion at an advanced-low proficiency level. The course is conducted in Spanish.

*Please note that this is a College Now course and all students will have the opportunity to 
earn 8 college credits through Lane Community College’s College Now program upon 
completing the course. (LCC College Now: Second Year Spanish, SPAN 202 & SPAN 203, 
8 credits)  Students who earn an AP exam score of 3, 4, or 5 will be eligible to receive the 
Global Seal of Biliteracy credential.

*Prerequisite: Honors Spanish 4 or demonstrated proficiency/instructor approval through 
placement.
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FRENCH

FRENCH 1
9th-11th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

Fundamentals of the French language are presented in four skills:  listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing.  Emphasis is on basic vocabulary and grammatical structures pre-
sented in a thematic approach that enables the student to use the language in a meaning-
ful context.  Culture is an integral part of the program.  Behavior, values, attitudes, and ex-
periences of young people in particular in the French- speaking world, will be examined.

FRENCH 2
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This course is a continued presentation of the fundamentals of French grammar.  At the 
end of the second year, the student will have learned most of the basic elements of the 
spoken language.  The thematic approach continues with situational exercises, review, cul-
ture, and conversation as integral parts of the course.  All four language skills are empha-
sized:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Class will be conducted partially in French.
*Prerequisite:  French 1 or demonstrated proficiency

HONORS FRENCH 3
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This course is a continued presentation and perfection of the fundamentals of French 
grammar and culture.  Third year students will expand their command of the language in all 
four areas: oral and reading comprehension, as well as written and verbal expression.  At 
the end of the third year, students will feel relative ease in communicating and understand-
ing the language in most daily situations.  The thematic approach is continued with situa-
tional exercises, culture and conversation as integral parts of the course.  Class is con-
ducted almost entirely in French.  
*This course may qualify for five credits through Lane Community College French 103
* Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation

AP/HONORS FRENCH 4
10th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

Mastery of French grammar and verbs, reading and speaking fluency  are all  emphasized 
in the fourth year.  All four skills will continue to receive equal attention: culture, literature, 
and film will be explored in more depth. The class is conducted entirely in French.  Stu-
dents who wish to prepare for the AP exam in May will have the opportunity to prepare and 
practice
*This course qualifies for College Now credit through Lane Community College
*Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation

AP/HONORS FRENCH 5
10th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

In this class, instead of learning about the language, you will learn to communicate your 
thoughts and ideas in the language. To help you immerse yourself, you will be provided 
with short movies, authentic texts, videos, and audio clips in French. You will interpret and 
discuss these materials interactively in order to promote your understanding of spoken and 
written French, expand your vocabulary, increase your familiarity with grammatical struc-
tures and expose yourself to the norms, practices, and perspectives of Francophone cul-
tures. Students who wish to prepare for the AP exam in May will have the opportunity to 
prepare and practice
*This course qualifies for College Now credit through Lane Community College
*Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation
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THEOLOGY



THE REVELATION  OF JESUS CHRIST
9th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

As the first theology course at Marist Catholic High School, this course begins with an in-
troductory unit examining the mission and charism of Marist and the study of theology from 
a Roman Catholic perspective. It will also consider adolescence as a time of spiritual ex-
ploration and opportunity for faith development.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ will then introduce students to Sacred Scripture with an 
emphasis on the revelation of Jesus Christ as it is found through the Scriptures. It will fo-
cus on helping students understand the Bible as the living Word of God for people of Chris-
tian faith, and its value to people throughout the world. In this study, students will consider 
major sections of both the Old and New Testaments with an emphasis on the Gospels.

CHRISTOLOGY:  THE PERSON OF JESUS
9th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This course will provide students an introduction to and deeper understanding of the mys-
tery of Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, from the perspective of Catholic Church teach-
ings and tradition. In this course, students will explore the nature of God’s revelation to 
humanity, and humanity’s response of faith. Students will come to an awareness of what 
Jesus Christ reveals about God, especially through the mystery of the Incarnation. Finally, 
flowing from this dual consideration of revelation and the response of faith, the course will 
take up the question of who Jesus calls them to be.

PASCHAL  MYSTERY
10th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

The Paschal Mystery course will offer an in-depth study of the life of Christ as viewed 
through the perspective of the Paschal Mystery, using Scripture as its primary source. Uti-
lizing redemption as the major recurring theme, the course will examine elements of salva-
tion history such as the goodness of creation, the fall from grace, and the coming of the 
Messiah. Finally, it will investigate the transformative action of the Paschal Mystery as it 
applies to such life issues as death and suffering, and its implications for morality, spirituali-
ty, justice and prayer.

ECCLESIOLOGY
10th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

As the study of the Church, Ecclesiology leads students toward a deeper appreciation for 
the Church as encounter with Jesus Christ. This course will develop our understanding of 
the Church in its origins and through its essential images as one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic. Students will study the mission of the Church as the living Body of Christ as it is ex-
pressed through its place in the world, and its essential role in the lives of believers.

SACRAMENTS
11th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

The Sacraments course will guide students through an in-depth consideration of the liturgy 
and the sacraments of the Church. After exploring the liturgical life of the Church and the 
foundational principles and structure of the liturgy itself, this class will explore the role of 
Sacraments as graced encounters with the Living Christ. Building on a solid understanding 
of symbol and ritual, the Sacraments of Christian Initiation will be investigated, followed by 
the Sacraments of Healing and the Sacraments at the Service of Communion.

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
11th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the seven principles of Catholic so-
cial teaching and explore real-life examples of charity and justice in action. Students will 
learn how Christ's concern for others, especially those most in need, is present today in the 
Church's social teaching and mission.

ECUMENICAL  AND INTER-RELIGIOUS  STUDIES
12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This course continues the foundation laid in the previous courses, comparing the teaching 
of the Catholic Church to other traditions, both Christian and Non-Christian, with the goal of 
increasing human unity through fostering awareness of the great spiritual truths which are 
found in these other communities as well as understanding the ways in which we differ. 
This class is offered to students who are not selected for Christian Leadership during the 
1st semester of junior year.

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
11th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

The Christian Leadership course is a one-year Junior/Senior theology elective which is de-
signed to give students the opportunity to learn basic skills in leadership and peer facilita-
tion within a Christian context. Students will develop these skills through activities, class-
room lecture, independent reading and directed service to the school community, particu-
larly the freshman class, and through other projects as established by the Counseling Of-
fice, and by the class itself. This class is open to juniors and seniors by application only.
*Prerequisite:  Special selection process

CHRISTIAN MORAL LIFE
12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

The purpose of this course is to address the moral formation of students preparing them to 
be citizens who base their lives upon justice and love. This course provides the students a 
formal means of evaluating situations and actions in the light of Church teachings. This is 
the final theology course at Marist.
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HEALTH AND

PHYSICAL 

FITNESS



HEALTH I & II
10th grade ~ 1 semester each ~ .5 credit per semester

Health is a Marist and State graduation requirement.  One semester is offered in both the 
freshman and sophomore years.  The curriculum covers current health issues with the em-
phasis on prevention, wellness and decision-making skills.  The course is divided into units 
concerning all aspects of social, mental and physical health.  Healthy choices are exam-
ined ethically, morally and with the dignity of the person in mind.

LIFETIME FITNESS I & II
9th ~ 1 semester each ~ .5 credit per semester

This class is for freshmen and sophomores taken one semester each year alternating with 
one semester of health.  All P.E. Classes are co-ed. Students play a variety of team and 
individual sports. Conditioning and weights will be stressed throughout the semester.  Stu-
dents will be evaluated in three areas: participation, effort and attendance, and strategy 
and skill tests.

ADVANCED  FITNESS
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This class is for sophomores, juniors, and seniors looking to challenge themselves physi-
cally.   
*Class is repeatable
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND MEDIA ARTS 



NEWSPAPER
10th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

Students will be involved in all phases of our Spartan Spear newspaper productions from 
content creation to finished product in this team-style class. The course will cover news 
and feature writing, interviewing, headline writing, peer editing,  layout and design, photog-
raphy and advertising, particularly as they relate to producing Marist’s weekly online news-
paper, the Spartan Spear Online, and the quarterly printed version of the Spartan Spear.
*Can be repeated for credit

ADVANCED NEWSPAPER
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

These students will lead all phases of The Spartan Spear newspaper productions including 
content decisions, copy writing, copy editing, headline writing, photography, layout and de-
sign of all publications and Photos of the Week.
*This course counts toward Marist Fine Arts requirement
*Prerequisite: Application and Teacher Approval

YEARBOOK
10th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit 

This class is a business/design team that works all year to create a one-of-a-kind yearbook 
for the Marist community. The Shield, the Marist yearbook, is an accurate account of the 
school year and does its best to represent the entire school population. All students will 
participate in the design and production of The Shield including selling ads to local busi-
nesses to offset the cost of production. Student duties include design and layout, informa-
tion gathering, photography, photography editing, story writing, caption writing and most 
important completing pages by the assigned deadlines.
*Can be repeated for credit

ADVANCED YEARBOOK
12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This team of students will lead all phases of producing the Marist yearbook including con-
tent decisions, layout and design, research, writing and editing, photo organization and 
editing, budget planning and marketing, and organization and time management.
*This course counts toward Marist Fine Arts requirement
*Prerequisite: Application and Teacher Approval
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OTHER COURSES 
AND ELECTIVES



(10) COMPUTER AND INFORMATION SCIENCES

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES
10-12 grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

Computer Science Principles is designed to equip students with the fundamentals of com-
puter applications – including but not limited to computer programming – while fostering a 
sense of understanding, utility, and accomplishment with the field. There are opportunities 
for creativity and personal exploration in addition to a guided course. The course focuses 
on problem solving, working with data, understanding the internet, cybersecurity, and pro-
gramming.
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 C- or higher

(22) OTHER ELECTIVES AND COURSES

INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY
11th-12th grade ~ 1 Semester ~ .5 credit

Introduction to Psychology introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the 
behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed 
to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major 
subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists 
use in their science and practice.

APPLIED SCIENCE AND DESIGN
11th-12th grade ~ 1 semester~ .5 credit 

This class is all about problem solving. Students will have the opportunity to analyze differ-
ent challenges or problems, research what solutions may exist and execute those solu-
tions. Examples of projects include erosion control, food service solutions, energy analysis, 
recycling, etc. All projects and ideas are chosen by the students with instruction and direc-
tion by the teacher. 

STREET LAW
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester~ .5 credit

A course in practical law based on The Georgetown University Law Center model covering 
criminal law and juvenile justice, civil law, consumer and housing law, and family law.  
Course activities will include interpretation of law, practical real life applications, knowledge 
of personal rights, problem solving. Through this philosophy and program, students are 
empowered to transform democratic ideals into citizen action.
*Not Repeatable

20th CENTURY POP CULTURE
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester~ .5 credit

Popular culture surrounds our lives every day in the art, entertainment, fads, beliefs and 
values that we share.  From Flappers to Sinatra to the Simpsons, pop culture helped 
shape America during the 20th century.  Students will look at films, television, music,       

advertising fads, and hobbies and see how pop culture has changed, but in many ways 
stayed the same over generations.
*Not Repeatable

FILM CRITICISM
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

In this course students view, analyze, and write about intelligent, influential, and ethical 
movies. Possibilities include Citizen Kane, 12 Angry Men, and Rear Window. Students also 
learn about Hollywood film history, research a director independently, and have the oppor-
tunity to work with others to create their own film/video projects.
*Not repeatable 

CREATIVE WRITING
10th-12th grade ~ 1 semester ~ .5 credit

This course explores creative expression through writing.  In a workshop setting, students 
will actively engage in hands-on practice of the techniques and tools essential for effective 
writing and editing. Students will create and present a number of original pieces in a variety 
of styles and genres. The class will discuss its own creative work and a wide assortment of 
published examples. 
*Not repeatable

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
9th-12th grade ~ 1 year ~ 1 credit

This course will teach students leadership skills, parliamentary procedures, problem-solv-
ing/decision making communication skills, group dynamics, time and stress management, 
public speaking, human relations, public relations, team building, and other group process-
es. Specific content will include, but not limited to, study in self-understanding and devel-
opment in such areas as goal setting, self- actualization, and assertiveness; and study of 
organization theories and management. 
*Prerequisite:  Must be an elected or appointed member of student council

ACADEMIC STRATEGIES
9th grade - By Placement
This course is designed to help students learn strategies as well as provide academic sup-
port for their other classes using a variety of methods.  The class focuses on organization, 
time management, goal setting, learning styles, study skills and career/college planning, 
testing strategies, note taking, and computer application programs such as Photoshop, In-
Design, Word, Excel, and Inspiration.  Inspiration is a visual learning tool that makes it 
easy to make diagrams, concept maps, and outlines.  Additional support for math and Eng-
lish are offered during this time.
*Prerequisite:  Placement by recommendation
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